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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
In 2002, the United Nations Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 
published General Comment No. 15 on the human right to water defining the right, its 
normative contents, and the nature of states’ obligations with respect to the right. 
 
This bibliography is a useful resource for individuals, groups, organizations, and 
scholars researching, promoting, or protecting the human right to water any where in 
the world. It is particularly useful for nongovernmental organizations working to 
advance the right to water and that desire to use the instrument of the law for that 
purpose. 
 
The bibliography contains: information on various global, regional, and national 
instruments touching directly or indirectly on the human right to water; cases from 
various jurisdictions that touch on different aspects of that right; official reports 
guidelines and declarations; and scholarly articles, journals, opinions, and websites on 
the human right to water. 
 
The bibliography is divided in two parts: primary and secondary sources. The primary 
sources are arranged in chronological order – by date of promulgation of the 
instruments beginning with the earliest – while the secondary sources are arranged by 
authors’ names in alphabetical order.  
 
The bibliography follows as much as convenient the bluebook uniform system of 
citation. But non-lawyers would find it easy to use because where available the 
weblinks to the resources are provided and the bluebook is accessible online for 
further information at http://www.law.cornell.edu/citation/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Patricia Jones and Rachel Ordu. For more information, contact Patricia Jones at 
pjones@uusc.org. 
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A. PRIMARY SOURCES 
 

i. Global Instruments 
 
U.N. Charter art. 55 at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, G.A. res. 217A, art. 25, U.N. GAOR, 3rd Sess., 1st 
plen. Mtg., U.N. Doc A/810 (Dec. 12, 1948) at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
 
Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War arts. 20, 26, 29, 46, Aug. 
12, 1949, 75 U.N.T.S. 135 available at 
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/FULL/375?OpenDocument.  

 
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War arts. 89, 
127, Aug. 12, 1949, 75 U.N.T.S. 287 at 
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/7c4d08d9b287a42141256739003e636b/6756482d86146898c1256
41e004aa3c5. 
 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, arts. 15, 20, adopted by the First 
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held at 
Geneva in 1955, and approved by the Economic and Social Council by its resolutions 663 C 
(XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and 2076 (LXII) of 13 May 1977 available at 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/treatmentprisoners.pdf. 
 
International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, art. 5, 
Mar. 7, 1966, 660 U.N.T.S. 211 at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cerd.htm. 
 
International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, art 11, Dec.16, 1966, 993 
U.N.T.S. 3 at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, art 6(1), Dec. 16, 1966, 999 U.N.T.S. 
171 at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
 
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) art.54, June 8, 1977, 1125 
U.N.T.S. 3 at 
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/7c4d08d9b287a42141256739003e636b/f6c8b9fee14a77fdc12564
1e0052b079. 

 
Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the 
Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II) art.14, June 8, 
1977, 1125 U.N.T.S. 609  at 
http://www.icrc.org/ihl.nsf/7c4d08d9b287a42141256739003e636b/d67c3971bcff1c10c12564
1e0052b545. 
 
Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, art 14, Dec. 
12, 1979, 1249 U.N.T.S. 13 at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
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Proclamation of the International Drinking Water and Sanitation Decade, G.A. Res. 35/18, 
U.N. Doc.A/RES/35/18 (Nov. 10, 1980) available at 
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/35/a35r18e.pdf. 
 
Convention (No. 161) Concerning Occupational Health Services art.5, June 6, 1985, 1498 
U.N.T.S. 19 at http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C161. 
 
Declaration on the Right to Development, G.A. res. 41/128, annex, 41 U.N. GAOR Supp. 
(No. 53) art 8 ¶1, U.N. Doc. A/41/53 (1986) at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
 
Convention (No.169) Concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries 
art.7 June 27, 1989, 1650 U.N.T.S. 383 available at 
http://157.150.195.4/LibertyIMS::/sidqOj9DN94ucKID394/Cmd%3DXmlGetRequest%3BN
ame%3D%2364%3BNoUI%3D1%3BF0%3D1650%3BF1%3DEnglish%3BF2%3D28383%3
BF3%3D%3Bstyle%3DXmlPageViewer%2Exsl. 
 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, art 24, Nov. 20, 1989, 1577 U.N.T.S. 45 at 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/index.htm. 
 
The need to ensure a healthy environment for the well-being of individuals, G.A. Res. 45/94, 
U.N. Doc A/RES/45/94 (Dec. 14, 1990) available at 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/564/83/IMG/NR056483.pdf?OpenEl
ement. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 4, The right to 
adequate housing, ¶10 U.N. Doc. E/1992/23 annex III at 114 (Dec. 12, 1991), reprinted in 
Compilation of General Comments and General Recommendations Adopted by Human 
Rights Treaty Bodies, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.6 at 18 (2003), available at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(symbol)/CESCR+General+comment+4.En?OpenDocume
nt. 
 
United Nations Principles for Older Persons, G.A. Res. 46/91, ¶ 1 U.N. Doc. A/RES/46/91 
(Dec. 16, 1991) available at http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/olderpersons.pdf.   
 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climatic Change art. 4 May 9, 1992, 1771 
U.N.T.S. 1994, available at 
http://157.150.195.4/LibertyIMS::/sidAVMKrJq72hN64h72/Cmd%3DXmlGetRequest%3BN
ame%3D%2364%3BNoUI%3D1%3BF0%3D1771%3BF1%3DEnglish%3BF2%3D30822%3
BF3%3D107%3Bstyle%3DXmlPageViewer%2Exsl. 
 
Convention on Biological Diversity art. 10, June 5, 1992, 1760 U.N.T.S. 1992, available at 
http://157.150.195.4/LibertyIMS::/sid671oK859mM4QVhH2/Cmd%3D%24%242B42opO%
5Fb6Huhtl%3BGBMkPM%3D%23DQ%3BM3f%3DvhMiA;;;Page=1%3Bstyle%3DXmlPag
eViewer%2Exsl. 
 
Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro June 3-14, 1992, Rio 
Declaration on Environment and Development ¶10, U.N. Doc A/CONF.151/26 (Aug. 12, 
1992) at http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm. 
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Vienna Declaration, World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, 14 - 25 June 1993, U.N. 
Doc. A/CONF.157/24 (Part I) ¶ 1(10) (1993) at 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/vienna.htm. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, Review of Further Developments in Fields with 
which the Sub-Commission has been Concerned: Human Rights and the Environment, U.N. 
Doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/9 (July 6, 1994) (prepared by Fatima Zohra Ksentini) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/TestFrame/eeab2b6937bccaa18025675c00577
9c3?Opendocument. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Concluding Observations/Comments, 
Azerbaijan (1997), Bolivia (2001), Cameroon (1999), Canada (1998), China (2001), 
Colombia (1995), Congo (2000), Dominican Republic (1994), Dominican Republic (1996), 
Dominican Republic (1997), El Salvador (1996), Guatemala (1996), Guinea (1996), Iraq 
(1997), Israel (2001), Kyrgyzstan (2000), Mali (1994), Mexico (1994), Mexico (1999), 
Morocco (2000), Nepal (2001), Nigeria (1998), Panama (1995), Panama (2001), Russian 
Federation (1997), Senegal (2001), Solomon Islands (1999), Syrian Arab Republic (2001), 
Tunisia (1999), Uruguay (1994), St. Vincent & the Grenadines (1997) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf. 
 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Countries Experiencing Serious 
Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, arts. 2, 10, Oct. 14, 1994, 1954 
U.N.T.S. 107, available at 
http://157.150.195.4/LibertyIMS::/sid0wg39z9KqQE1M9k1/Cmd%3D%24%2470FAkBeNx
aZmpfH%3Bq1IoTe%3D%2318%3By37%3DU4SnK;;;Page=2%3Bstyle%3DXmlPageView
er%2Exsl. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 5, Persons with 
Disabilities, ¶1 U.N. Doc. E/1995/22 at 19 (Dec. 9, 1994), reprinted in Compilation of 
General Comments and General Recommendations Adopted by Human Rights Treaty 
Bodies, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.6 at 24 (2003), available at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/CESCR%20General%20comment%205.En?Ope
ndocument. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 6, The 
economic, social, and cultural rights of older persons, ¶ 4, 5, 32, U.N. Doc. E/1996/22 at 20 
(Dec. 8, 1995), reprinted in Compilation of General Comments and General 
Recommendations Adopted by Human Rights Treaty Bodies, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.6 at 
34 (2003), available at 
http://193.194.138.190/tbs/doc.nsf/099b725fe87555ec8025670c004fc803/482a0aced8049067
c12563ed005acf9e?OpenDocument. 
 
Convention on the Law of Non-Navigational Uses of Watercourses art.10, G.A. Res. 51/29, 
U.N. Doc. A/RES/51/29 (May 21, 1997) available at 
http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/8_3_1997.pdf#search=%22C
onvention%20Law%20Non-Navigational%20Water%20Courses%22. 
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Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 8, The 
Relationship between Economic Sanctions and Respect for Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights, ¶ 3, 5, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/1997/8 (Dec. 12, 1997) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/0/974080d2db3ec66d802565c5003b2f57?Opendocument. 
 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court arts. 5, 7, 8, July 17, 1998, 2187 U.N.T.S 3 
available at  
http://www.icc-cpi.int/library/about/officialjournal/Rome_Statute_120704-EN.pdf. 

 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 12, The right to 
adequate food, ¶ 4, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/1999/5 (May 12,1999), reprinted in Compilation of 
General Comments and General Recommendations Adopted by Human Rights Treaty 
Bodies, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.6 at 62 (2003), available at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/3d02758c707031d58025677f003b73b9?Opendoc
ument. 

 
Protocol on Water and Health (1999) to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes arts.1, 2, June 17, 1999, available at 
http://untreaty.un.org/English/notpubl/27-5a-eng.htm.  

 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 13, The Right to 
Education, ¶ 6, U.N. Doc E/C.12/1999/10 (Dec. 8, 1999) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(symbol)/E.C.12.1999.10.En?OpenDocument. 
 
United Nations Millennium Declaration, G.A. Res. 55/2, 4 U.N. Doc.A/RES/55/2 (Sept. 8, 
2000) at http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 14, The right to 
the highest attainable standard of health, ¶12, 34, 36, 43, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2000/4 (Aug. 11, 
2000), reprinted in Compilation of General Comments and General Recommendations 
Adopted by Human Rights Treaty Bodies, U.N. Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.6 at 85 (2003), 
available at  
http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G00/439/34/pdf/G0043934.pdf?OpenElement. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Poverty and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, statement adopted by the Committee on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2001/10 (May 10, 2001), available 
at  
http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G01/420/11/pdf/G0142011.pdf?OpenElement. 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Sub-Comm. on the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights, The relationship between the enjoyment of Economic, Social, 
and Cultural Rights and the promotion of the realization of the right to drinking water supply 
and sanitation U.N. Doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/10 (June 25, 2002) (prepared by El Hadji 
Guisse), available at  
http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G02/141/53/pdf/G0214153.pdf?OpenElement. 
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World Summit on Sustainable Development, Aug. 26-Sept. 4, 2002, Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, ¶ 6, 7, available at 
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/WSSD_POI_PD/English/WSSD_PlanImpl.pdf 

 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15, The Right to 
Water, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2002/11 (November 26, 2002), reprinted in Compilation of General 
Comments and General Recommendations Adopted by Human Rights Treaty Bodies, U.N. 
Doc. HRI/GEN/1/Rev.6 at 105 (2003), available at  
http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G06/418/64/pdf/G0641864.pdf?OpenElement.  
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Sub-Comm. on the Promotion and 
Protection of Human Rights, Realization of the Right to Drinking Water, U.N. Doc. 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/25 (July 11, 2005) (prepared by El Hadji Guisse) available at 
http://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G05/149/09/pdf/G0514909.pdf?OpenElement. 

 
Human Rights Council, Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 
Promotion of the Realization of the Right to Drinking Water and Sanitation, U.N. Doc. 
A/HRC/Sub.1/58/L.25 (August 21, 2006) at 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/G06/136/00/PDF/G0613600.pdf?OpenElement.  

 
ii. International Cases  
 
Lubicon Lake Band v. Canada, Communication No. 167/1984 (26 March 1990), U.N. Doc. 
Supp. No. 40 (A/45/40) at 1 (1990) at  
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/undocs/session38/167-1984.html.  

 
Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, Advisory Opinion, 1996 I.C.J. 95 (July 8) 
(p. 226, ¶25) at http://www.icj-cij.org/icjwww/icases/iunan/iunanframe.htm.  

 
Case Concerning the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Project (Hung. v. Slov.), 1997. I.C.J. 92 (Sep. 
25) (separate opinion of Judge Weeramantry) at  
http://www.icj-cij.org/icjwww/idocket/ihs/ihsjudgement/ihs_ijudgment_970925_frame.htm. 

 
Case Concerning the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Advisory Opinion, 2004, I.C.J. 131 (July 9) at  
http://www.icj-cij.org/icjwww/idocket/imwp/imwpframe.htm.  

 
iii. Regional Instruments 
 
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man ¶ XI, XXIII, O.A.S. Res. XXX, 
adopted by the Ninth International Conference of American States (1948), reprinted in Basic 
Documents Pertaining to Human Rights in the Inter-American System, OEA/Ser.L.V/II.82 
doc.6 rev.1 at 17 (1992) at http://www.cidh.org/Basicos/basic2.htm. 
 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms art. 2, Nov. 4, 
1950, 213 U.N.T.S. 222, (as amended by Protocols Nos. 3, 5, and 8) available at 
http://www.echr.coe.int/NR/rdonlyres/D5CC24A7-DC13-4318-B457-
5C9014916D7A/0/EnglishAnglais.pdf. 
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European Social Charter arts. 11, 13, Oct. 18, 1961, CETS No. 035 at 
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/035.htm. 

 
American Convention on Human Rights, art. 26, Nov. 22, 1969, O.A.S. Treaty Series No. 36, 
1144 U.N.T.S. 123, reprinted in Basic Documents Pertaining to Human Rights in the Inter-
American System, OEA/Ser.L.V/II.82 doc.6 rev.1 at 25 (1992). 1969 at 
http://www.cidh.org/Basicos/basic3.htm. 
 
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights arts. 16, 18, 24, June 27, 1981, OAU Doc. 
CAB/LEG/67/rev.5, 21I.L.M.58 (1982) at 
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/charter_en.html.  
 
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child art. 14, July 1990, CAB/LEG/24.9/49 
at http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/child_en.html. 
 
Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador” arts. 11, 12, Nov. 17, O.A.S. Treaty 
Series No. 69 reprinted in Basic Documents Pertaining to Human Rights in the Inter-
American System, OEA/Ser.L.V/II.82 doc.6 rev.1 at 67 (1992) at 
http://www.cidh.org/Basicos/basic5.htm. 
 
Revised European Social Charter art. 31, May 3, 1996, CETS No. 163 at 
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=163&CM=7&DF=26/1
0/2005&CL=ENG. 
 
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making, and Access 
to Justice in Environmental Matters (“Aarhus Convention”) art. 1, June 25, 1998 available at 
http://www.unece.org/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf. 
 
International Council on Environmental Law, Resolution on the Right to Water, U.N. Doc. 
E/CN.4/Sub.2/2000/NGO/19 (Aug. 7, 2000) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/o/cc44adbac8d8c3c2c125694c00520ba6?Ope
ndocument. 
 
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in 
Africa art.15 Sep. 13, 2000, CAB/LEG/66.6 reprinted in 1 Afr. Hum. Rts. L.J. 40 at 
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/women_en.html. 
 
The European Directive Establishing a Framework for Community Action in the Field of 
Water Policy, Oct. 23, 2000, Directive 2000/60/EC at 
http://www.europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=
en&numdoc=32000L0060&model=guichett  
 
Council of Europe, Committee of Ministers, Recommendation 14 (2001) of the Committee of 
Ministers to member States on the European Charter on Water Resources ¶ 5, 19 at 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=231615&BackColorInternet=9999CC&BackColorIntran
et=FFBB55&BackColorLogged=FFAC75.  
 
 
 



A Bibliography of Primary and Secondary Sources of Law on the Human Right to Water March 2007 
 

UUSC Environmental Justice Program 7 

 
European Charter on Water Resources, Oct. 17, 2001, CO-DBP (2001) at 
http://www.coe.int/t/e/cultural_co-
operation/environment/nature_and_biological_diversity/Biodiversity/Water_Charter.asp. 
 
Senegal River Water Charter, 2002 at www.lexana.org (available in French). 

 
iv. Regional Cases  
 
Zander v. Sweden, 18 Eur. Ct. H.R. 175 (1993) at 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=2&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=S
weden%20%7C%20Zander%20%7C%20v.&sessionid=8627613&skin=hudoc-en. 
 
Lopez Ostra v. Spain, 1994 ECHR 16798/90 available at 
http://www.jur.ku.dk/internationalenvironmentallaw/Lopez.PDF#search=%22Lopez%20Ostr
a%20v.%20Spain%22. 
 
Free Legal Assistance Group, et al v. Zaire, African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights, Comm. No. 25/89, 47/90, 56/91,100/93 (1995) at 
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/africa/comcases/25-89_47-90_56-91_100-93.html. 
 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in 
Ecuador, OEA/Ser.L/V/II.96, Doc. 10 rev. 1, ( Apr. 24, 1997) at 
http://www.cidh.org/countryrep/ecuador-eng/chapter-8.htm. 

 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Report on the Situation of Human Rights in 
Brazil, OEA/Ser.L/V/II.97doc.29 rev.1 (Sep. 29, 1997) at 
http://www.cidh.oas.org/countryrep/brazil-eng/index%20-%20brazil.htm. 
 
The Social and Economic Rights Action Center & the Center for Economic and Social Rights 
v. Nigeria, African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Comm. No.155/96 (2001) at 
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/africa/comcases/155-96.html.  

 
The Case of Mayagna (Sumo) Community of Awas Tingni v. Nicaragua, Inter-Am. C.H.R., 
August 31, 2001 available at 
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/casos/articulos/seriec_79_ing.pdf.  
 
Distrito de Riego 025-Tamaulipas, Inter American Commission on Human Rights, reported at 
http://www.escr-net.org.    
 
v. Guidelines, Declarations, and Official Reports  
 

United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, June 5-16, 1972, Stockholm, 
Sweden, Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, ¶ 1, 2 at 
http://www.unep.org/Documents.multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=1503
. 
 
United Nations Water Conference, 14-25 Mar, 1977, Mar del Plata, Argentina, Mar del Plata 
Action Plan, in Biswas Asit K. (ed.) UNITED NATIONS WATER CONFERENCE: SUMMARY AND 

MAIN DOCUMENTS (1978). 
 



A Bibliography of Primary and Secondary Sources of Law on the Human Right to Water March 2007 
 

UUSC Environmental Justice Program 8 

 
International Conference on Primary Health Care, Sept. 6-12, 1978, Alma Mata, USSR, 
Declaration of Alma Mata, available at 
http://www.who.int/hpr/NPH/docs/declaration_almaata.pdf#search=%22Alma-
Ata%20Declaration%22. 
 
International Conference on Water and Sustainable Development, Dublin, Ire. Jan. 26-31, 
1992, The Dublin Statement on Water and Sustainable Development, at 
http://www.wmo.ch/web/homs/documents/english/icwedece.html. 
 

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, June 3-4, 1992 Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, U.N. Doc. 
A/CONF.151/26 (Vol. 1) (Aug. 12, 1992) at 
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm.  
 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, June 3-4, 1992 Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, Agenda 21, ¶ 18 at 
http://www.unep.org/Documents.multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=52&ArticleID=66&l
=en. 

 
Second International Water Tribunal, Amsterdam, Neth. 1992, Declaration of Amsterdam, 
reprinted in THE CASE BOOKS: SECOND INTERNATIONAL WATER TRIBUNAL, PUBL’N NO. 6 

(1994). 
 
Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, Draft Principles on Human Rights and the 
Environment, U.N. Doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/9, Annex I (May 16, 1994) at 
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/1994-dec.htm. 
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Doc. A/CONF.171/13 (Oct. 18, 1994) at 
http://www.un.org/popin/icpd/conference/offeng/poa.html. 
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Turkey, The Habitat Agenda, 
http://ww2.unhabitat.org/declarations/documents/The_Habitat_Agenda.pdf. 
 
First Regional Consultation on the Africa 2000 Initiative for Water Supply and Sanitation, 
Brazzaville, Congo, June 25-27, 1996, Brazzaville Declaration, at 
http://www.afro.who.int/wsh/af2000/declaration.html.  

 
World Food Summit, Nov. 13-17, 1996, Rome, Italy, Rome Declaration on World Food 
Security and Plan of Action, at http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w3613e/w3613e00.htm.  
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND, GLOBAL 

WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION ASSESSMENT REPORT (2000) available at 
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/monitoring/Globassessintro.pdf. 
 
PETER H. GLEICK, THE WORLD’S WATER 2000-2001: THE BIENNIAL REPORT ON 

FRESHWATER RESOURCES (2000). 
 
UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND, SANITATION FOR ALL: PROMOTING DIGNITY AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS (2000) available at http://www.unicef.org/wes/files/sanall.pdf. 
 
WORLD WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION COLLABORATIVE COUNCIL, VISION 21: A SHARED 

VISION FOR HYGIENE, SANITATION, AND WATER SUPPLY, AND A FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 

(2000) at http://www.crid.or.cr/crid/CD_Agua/pdf/eng/doc14602/doc14602.htm. 
 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, WATER FOR HEALTH: TAKING CHARGE (2001), available at 
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2001/WHO_WSH_WWD_01.1.pdf. 
 
PETER H. GLEICK, THE WORLD’S WATER 2002-2003: THE BIENNIAL REPORT ON 

FRESHWATER RESOURCES (2002). 
 
The High Commissioner, Report of the High Commissioner on Liberalization of Trade in 
Services and Human Rights, delivered to the Sub-Comm. on the Promotion of Human Rights, 
U.N. Doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/2002/9 (June 25, 2002) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/E.CN.4.Sub.2.2002.9.En?Opendocu
ment. 
 
UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME, GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL OUTLOOK 3: 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES (2002) available at 
http://www.unep.org/geo/geo3/english/pdfs/prelims.pdf. 
 
JAMES WINPENNY, WORLD WATER COUNCIL ET AL, FINANCING WATER FOR ALL, REPORT OF 

THE WORLD PANEL ON FINANCING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE (2003) available at 
http://www.gwpforum.org/gwp/library/FinPanRep_MainRep.pdf#search=%22Financing%20
Water%20for%20All%22.  

 
UNESCO/WWAP, WATER FOR PEOPLE, WATER FOR LIFE: THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD WATER 

DEVELOPMENT REPORT (EXECUTIVE SUMMARY) (2003) available at 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0012/001295/129556e.pdf#search=%22WATER%20FOR
%20PEOPLE%2C%20WATER%20FOR%20LIFE%22.   
 
The High Commissioner, Report of the High Commissioner on Human Rights,  
Trade and Investment, delivered to the Sub-Comm. on the Promotion of Human Rights, U.N. 
Doc.E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/9 (July 2, 2003) at 
http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/E.CN.4.Sub.2.2003.9.En?Opendocu
ment. 
 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, GUIDELINES FOR DRINKING WATER-QUALITY (3rd  ed. 2003) 
at http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/dwq/gdwq3/en/.  
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, GUIDELINES FOR SAFE RECREATIONAL WATER 

ENVIRONMENTS: VOLUME 1: COASTAL AND FRESH WATERS (2003) at 
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/bathing/srwe1/en/index.html. 
 
UNESCO AND WWAP, WATER A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY: THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD 

WATER DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2 (2006) available at 
http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr2/pdf/wwdr2_front_matter.pdf.  
 
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, GUIDELINES FOR SAFE RECREATIONAL WATER 

ENVIRONMENTS: VOLUME 2:  SWIMMING POOLS AND SIMILAR ENIRONMENTS (2006) at 
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/bathing/bathing2/en/index.html.   

 
SOUTH AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, 6TH ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS REPORT 

(2006) at http://www.sahrc.org.za/sahrc_cms/publish/article_215.shtml.  
 

UNESCO, KNOWLEDGES OF NATURE 2: WATER AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (R. Boelens, et al 
eds., 2006) available at 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001453/145353e.pdf#search=%22Nakashima%20Wa
ter%20Indigenous%20Peoples%22. 
 
UNITED NATIONS FOUNDATION AND THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SOCIETY, CONFRONTING 

CLIMATE CHANGE: AVOIDING THE UNMANAGEABLE AND MANAGING THE AVOIDABLE 

(2007) available at http://www.unfoundation.org/files/pdf/2007/SEG_Report.pdf.  
 

UN-Water/Africa, African Water Development Report, 2006 available at 
http://www.uneca.org/awich/AWDR_2006.htm.  

 
 

vi. National Instruments and Cases 
 
Argentina 
Menorie Comunidad Paynemil s/accion de amparo, Expte. 311-CA-1997. Sala II. Camara de 
Apelaciones en lo Civil, Neuquen, 19 May, 1997 (Arg.) reported in CENTRE ON HOUSING 

RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE RIGHT TO WATER: INTERNATIONAL AND 

NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118.  
 

Valentina Norte Colony, Defensoria de Menores No.3 c/Poder Ejecutivo Municipals/accion 
de amparo. Expte. 46-99. Acuerdo 5 del Tribunal Superior de justicia. Neuquen,2 March 
1999 (Arg.) reported in CENTRE ON HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR 

THE RIGHT TO WATER: INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 
 
Quevedo Miguel Angel y otros c/Aguas Cordobesas S.A. Amparo, Cordoba City, Juez 
Sustituta de Primera Instancia y 51 Nominacion en lo Civil y Comercial de la Ciudad de 
Cordoba (Civil and Commercial First Instance Court). April 8, 2002 (Arg.) reported in 
CENTRE ON HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE RIGHT TO WATER: 
INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 

 
 



A Bibliography of Primary and Secondary Sources of Law on the Human Right to Water March 2007 
 

UUSC Environmental Justice Program 11 

Australia 
Utilities Act, 2000 No.A2000-65 (Austl.) at  
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2000-65/default.asp. 
 
Bangladesh 
Dr. M. Farooque v. Bangladesh 48 DLR 1996 ( SC of Bangladesh, 1996) reported in DINAH 

SHELTON AND ALEXANDRE KISS, UNEP, JUDICIAL HANDBOOK ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

(2005) available at 
http://www.unep.org/dpdl/law/PDF/JUDICIAL_HBOOK_ENV_LAW.pdf#search=%22Gene
ral%20Secretary%2C%20West%20Pakistan%20Salt%20Miners%20Labor%20Union%20Kh
wra%2C%20Khelum%20v.%20The%20Director%2C%20Industries%20and%20Mineral%20
Development%2C%20Punjab%22. 
 
Belgium 
Arret no. 36/98, 1 April 1998, Commune de Wemmel, Moniteur belge, 24/4/98 (Belg.) 
Spanish version available at http://www.arbitrage.be/public/f/1998/1998-036f.pdf ; reported 
in reported in CENTRE ON HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE 

RIGHT TO WATER: INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 

 
Brazil 
Bill of Review 0208625-3, Special Jurisdiction Appellate Court, Parana, August 2002191 
(Braz.) reported in CENTRE ON HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE 

RIGHT TO WATER: INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 
 
Cambodia 
The Constitution of the Kingdom of Cambodia (amended 1999) art. 59 at 
http://www.cambodian-parliament.org/english/Constitution_files/constitution.htm. 
 
Chile 
Law 18778, Establishing a Subsidy for Payment for the Use of Drinking Water and Sewerage 
Systems, 1989 (Chile), Spanish version at http://www.bcn.cl/cgi-local/socket.cgi. 
 
Colombia 
Political Constitution of the Republic of Colombia (as reformed 2005) arts. 366, 367, 368 
(Spanish version) at 
 http://pdba.georgetown.edu/Constitutions/Colombia/col91.html. 

 
Costa Rica 
Carlos Roberto Mejia Chacon v. Municipalidad de Santa Ana, Judgment No. 3705-93 
(Supreme Court of Costa Rica, July 30, 1993) reported in JOHN SCANLON ET AL, IUCN, 
WATER AS A HUMAN RIGHT? (2004) at http://www.iucn.org/bookstore/HTML-books/EPLP-
051-water-human-right/Appendix%20II.html. 
 
Miranda Carballo, Francisco C. Comité Administrador del Acueducto Rural de 
Puente Salas de Barva de Heredia s/Amparo (Costa Rica Supreme Court, 
Exp.N°4891-P-93), reported at http://www.escr-net.org. 
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Ecuador 
Political Constitution of the Republic of Ecuador arts. 23 (20), 42, 246, 249 at 
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://www.georgetown.edu/LatAmerP
olitical/Constitutions/Ecuador/ecuador.html&sa=X&oi=translate&resnum=3&ct=result&prev
=/search%3Fq%3DConstitution%2B%2BEcuador%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DX. 
 
Arco Iris v. Instituto Ecuatoriano de Mineria, Case No. 224/90, Judgment No. 054-93-CP 
(Ecuador) reported in JOHN SCANLON ET AL, IUCN, WATER AS A HUMAN RIGHT? (2004) at 
http://www.iucn.org/bookstore/HTML-books/EPLP-051-water-human-
right/Appendix%20II.html. 

 
Eritrea 
The Constitution of Eritrea art. 8 at 
http://www.chr.up.ac.za/hr_docs/constitutions/docs/EritreaC.pdf#search=%22Constitution%2
0Eritrea%22. 
 
Ethiopia 
Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia art. 90 at 
http://www.ethiopar.net/English/cnstiotn/consttn.htm. 

 
Finland 
Water Services Act, No. 119 (2001) (Fin.) available at 
http://www.finlex.fi/pdf/saadkaan/E0010119.PDF. 

 
Gambia 
Constitution of the Second Republic of the Gambia (amended 2001) art. 216(4) at 
www.chr.up.ac.za/hr_docs/constitutions/docs/The%20GambiaC(english%20summary)(rev).d
oc. 
 
Guatemala 
The Constitution of the Republic of Guatemala (1985) arts. 127, 128 at 
http://confinder.richmond.edu/.  
 
Guyana 
Constitution of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana (amended 2003) art. 36 at 
http://www.parliament.gov.gy/constitution/Content.html. 
 
India 
Municipal Council, Ratlam v. Vardhichand and others, AIR 1980 SC 1622 (India) reported in 
RUCHI PANT, FROM OUR COMMUNITIES’ HANDS TO MNCS’ BOOTS: A CASE STUDY FROM INDIA 

ON THE RIGHT TO WATER (2003) available at 
http://www.righttowater.org.uk/pdfs/india_cs.pdf. 
 
M.C. Mehta v. Union of India and Others, AIR 1988 SC 1037, (India) reported in RUCHI 

PANT, FROM OUR COMMUNITIES’ HANDS TO MNCS’ BOOTS: A CASE STUDY FROM INDIA ON 

THE RIGHT TO WATER (2003) available at http://www.righttowater.org.uk/pdfs/india_cs.pdf 
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F.K. Hussain v. Union of India, O.P. 2741/1988 (1990.02.26) (India) reported in CENTRE ON 

HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE RIGHT TO WATER: 
INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 
 
Attakoya Thangal v. Union of India,1990 KLT 580, reported in RUCHI PANT, FROM OUR 

COMMUNITIES’ HANDS TO MNCS’ BOOTS: A CASE STUDY FROM INDIA ON THE RIGHT TO 

WATER (2003) available at http://www.righttowater.org.uk/pdfs/india_cs.pdf  
 

Subhash Kumar v. State of Bihar, AIR 1991 SC 420, (India) reported in RUCHI PANT, FROM 

OUR COMMUNITIES’ HANDS TO MNCS’ BOOTS: A CASE STUDY FROM INDIA ON THE RIGHT TO 

WATER (2003) available at http://www.righttowater.org.uk/pdfs/india_cs.pdf. 
 

Vellore Citizens Welfare Reform v. Union of India, (1996) A.I.R. (S.C.) 2715 (India) at 
http://www.elaw.org/resources/text.asp?ID=199. 
 
Iran 
Islamic Republic of Iran Constitution arts 43, 45, at  
http://www.iranonline.com/iran/iran-info/Government/constitution-4.html 
 
Kenya 
Proposed New Constitution of Kenya arts.64-67, Kenya Gazette Supplement No. 63, 
available at http://gatua.com/pdfs/new_constitution.pdf. 
 
Water Act, No. 8 (2002) (Kenya) at http://www.kenyalaw.org/eKLR/. 

 
Lao 
Constitution of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic art. 17 at 
http://www.laoembassy.com/news/constitution/constitution.doc 
 
Mexico 
The Constitution of Mexico (as amended 2001) art. 27 (Spanish version) at 
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/index.htm. 
 
Nepal 
LEADERS, Inc. v. Godawi Marble Industries (Supreme Court Nepal, Oct. 31, 1995) reported 
in SELIM ERDIL GUVERNER, CENTRE INTERNATIONALE DE FORMATION EUROPEENNE, THE 

HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER? (2006) available at 
http://www.iehei.org/dheei/istanbul/memoires/GUVENER.pdf#search=%22LEADERS%2C
%20Inc.%20v.%20Godawi%20Marble%20Industries%20%22. 
 
New Zealand 
Local Government Act 2002, No. 84, 2002 S.R. No. 84 (N.Z.) at  
http://rangi.knowledge-basket.co.nz/gpacts/public/text/2002/an/084.html. 
 
Nigeria 
The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria art. 20 at  
http://www.nigeria-law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm. 
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Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation & anr. V. Chief Stephen Orhiowasele & ors (2004) 5 
Nigeria Weekly Law Reports, 379, 425-426. 
 
Pakistan 
General Secretary, West Pakistan Salt Miners Labor Union Khwra, Khelum v. The Director, 
Industries and Mineral Development, Punjab, Lahora, Human Rights Case No. 120 of 1993, 
(1994) S.C.M.R. at 2061 (Pak.) reported in DINAH SHELTON AND ALEXANDRE KISS, UNEP, 
JUDICIAL HANDBOOK ON ENVIRONMENTAL LAW (2005) available at 
http://www.unep.org/dpdl/law/PDF/JUDICIAL_HBOOK_ENV_LAW.pdf#search=%22Gene
ral%20Secretary%2C%20West%20Pakistan%20Salt%20Miners%20Labor%20Union%20Kh
wra%2C%20Khelum%20v.%20The%20Director%2C%20Industries%20and%20Mineral%20
Development%2C%20Punjab%22. 
 
Panama 
Political Constitution of the Republic of Panama (reformed 1994) arts.106, 114, 255, 256 at 
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=es&u=http://pdba.georgetown.edu/Constitutio
ns/Panama/panama.html&sa=X&oi=translate&resnum=7&ct=result&prev=/search%3Fq%3
DConstitution%2BPanama%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG. 
 
Portugal 
Constitution of the Portuguese Republic (Seven Revision 2005) art. 8 at 
http://www.parlamento.pt/ingles/cons_leg/crp_ing/. 
 
South Africa 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa art. 27 at 
http://www.polity.org.za/html/govdocs/constitution/saconst.html?rebookmark=1. 
 
Water Services Act 108 of 1997 s.5 (S. Afr.) at  
http://www.up.ac.za/publications/gov-acts/1997/gov-acts-1997.html.  

 
National Water Act 36 of 1998 (S. Afr.) available at 
http://www.dwaf.gov.za/Documents/Legislature/nw_act/NWA.pdf. 
 
City Council of Pretoria v. Walker Case CCT 8/97 (S. Afr. Constitutional Court) at 
http://www.constitutionalcourt.org.za/site/judgments/judgments.htm. 
 
Government of the Republic of South Africa and others v. Grootboom and others, 2001 (1) 
SA 46 (S. Afr. Constitutional Court) at 
http://www.constitutionalcourt.org.za/site/judgments/judgments.htm.  

 
Residents of Bon Vista Mansions v. Southern Metropolitan Local Council, High Court of 
South Africa (Witwatersrand Local Division, Case No: 01/12312, 2001 reported in CENTRE 

ON HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE RIGHT TO WATER: 
INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 

 
Highveldridge Residents Concerned Party v. Highveldridge Transitional Local Council and 
Others, Transvaal Provincial Division, Case No. 28521/2001, 17 May 2002 (South Africa) 
reported in CENTRE ON HOUSING RIGHTS AND EVICTIONS, LEGAL RESOURCES FOR THE RIGHT  
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TO WATER: INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL STANDARDS (2004) at 
http://www.cohre.org/view_page.php?page_id=118. 
 
Minister of Public Works and Ors. V. Kyalami Ridge Environmental Association and 
Ors, reported at http://www.escr-net.org. 
 
Uganda 
The Constitution of the Republic of Uganda arts. XIII, XIV at 
http://www.trybunal.gov.pl/constit/constitu/constit/uganda/uganda-e.htm. 
 
United Kingdom 
Water Industry Act, 1999, c.9 (U.K.) at 
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1999/19990009.htm#2 
 
United States 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division v. Craft 436 US 1(1978) arts. 15 and 22 at 
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cgibin/getcase.pl?friend=nytimes&court=us&vol=436&invol=
1.  
 
Montana Environmental Information Center v. Department of Environmental Quality 296 
Mont. 207, 988 P.2d 1236 (MT 1999) at http://www.elaw.org/resources/text.asp?id=2446. 
 
Venezuela 
Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela arts. 127, 178, 184 (Spanish version) at 
http://pdba.georgetown.edu/Constitutions/Venezuela/venezuela.html. 
 
Organic Law on the Provision of Portable Water and Sanitation Services, 2001(Venez.) at 
http://www.asambleanacional.gov.ve/ns2/leyes.asp?id=206. 

 
Zambia  
Constitution of Zambia (amended 1996) art. 112 at 
http://www.thezambian.com/Constitution/1996constitution.aspx. 
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20Policy%20Perspectives%20in%20Water%20Delivery%20Report%20on%20the%20NGOs
%20and%20the%20BOTT%20Program%20in%20the%20Eastern%20Cape%20and%20Kwa
-Zulu%22. 
 
DEPARTMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, ACHIEVING SUSTAINABILITY: POVERTY 

ELIMINATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT, STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVING THE INTERNATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT TARGETS (2000) available at 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Pubs/files/tspenvironment.pdf#search=%22Achieving%20sustainabil
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