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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

CONSTITUTION

A. Name

1. The name of this organization shall be the Women’s International League of Peace and Freedom, hereinafter referred to as WILPF.

B. Aims and Principles

1. The aims and principles of WILPF are:

· To bring together women of different political beliefs and philosophies who are united in their determination to study, make known and help abolish the causes and legitimization of war.

· To work toward world peace

· Total and universal disarmament

· The abolition of violence and coercion in the settlement of conflict and their substitution in every case of negotiation and conciliation

· The strengthening of the United Nations system

· The continuous development and implementation of international law

· Political and social equity and economic equity

· Cooperation among all people 

· Environmentally sustainable development

2. Believing that under systems of exploitation these aims cannot be attained and a real and lasting peace and true freedom cannot exist, WILPF makes it its duty to further by non-violent means the social transformation that enables the inauguration of systems under which social and political equality and economic equity for all can be attained, without discrimination on the basis of sex, race, religion, or any other grounds whatsoever.

3. WILPF sees as its ultimate goal the establishment of an international economic order founded on the principles of meeting the needs of all people and not those of profit and privilege.

C. Membership

1. Individuals who accept the aims and principles of WILPF may become members as set out in the By-Laws.

2. Associate membership is open to national organizations of groups that accept WILPF's aims and principles and agree to comply with the conditions and criteria set out in Section B, paragraph 3, of the By-Laws.

D. Organization

1. The organs of WILPF shall be the International Congress, the International Executive Committee, the National Sections, the Officers Committee, and the International Secretariat.

2. The International Congress

a) The International Congress shall be the highest decision making body of WILPF and the final authority in all matters concerning the organization.

b) The International Congress shall be convened every three years at a date and place determined by the International Executive Committee. Extraordinary sessions of the International Congress may be called on request of a National Section, subject to the agreement of a two-thirds majority of the International Executive Committee voting at a duly constituted meeting.

c) The International Congress shall be composed of all members of the International Executive Committee, and delegates and alternatives elected by the National Sections in the following manner:

i) A National Section shall be entitled to representation to the International Congress when its dues are paid to the end of the previous calendar year;

ii) Each National Section shall be entitled to elect five delegates and up to five alternatives;

iii) Each National Section with a paid up membership of five thousand or more shall be entitled to three additional delegates and up to three additional alternatives;

iv) A National Section represented by a single delegate shall have two votes;

d) Any other paid up membership of WILPF may attend and participate but shall be non-voting;

e) Each member of the International Executive Committee and each delegation elected by a National Section shall be entitled to one vote;

f) A National Section alternate may vote in the place of the delegate.

3. The International Executive Committee

a) The International Executive Committee shall be composed of the International President, the four Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, the Secretary General, one member and alternative elected by each National Section, and the Chairs of Standing committees. The Secretary General shall note vote on matters related to her employment.

b) The International Executive Committee shall carry out the policies and programme adopted by the International Congress.

c) The International Executive Committee shall meet at least once in every calendar year at a time and place determined by the President in consultation with the Officers Committee. In the years in which an International Congress is held the International Executive Committee shall meet immediately preceding and immediately following the International Congress. These meetings shall take place of the annual International Executive Committee meeting.

d) Any other paid-up WILPF member may attend and participate in the International Executive Committees meetings but shall be non-voting.

e) Each member of the International Executive Committee shall be entitled to one vote.

f) A National Section alternate may vote in the place of the delegate.

4. The National Sections

a) A National Section may be established by the International Congress upon the application of ten paid up members of WILPF. They shall adopt this Constitution and By-Laws and complement them as necessary with their own regulations.

b) New National Sections shall be admitted to WILPF with full voting rights upon ratification by a simple majority of the International Congress.

c) A National Section shall be dissolved by the International Executive Committee if a simple majority of those attending a duly constituted meeting concludes that the National Section has less than ten members, or has violated this constitution or is in arrears for more than two years, or has acted in a manner prejudicial to the realization of the aims and principles of WILPF.

d) The decision to dissolve may be appealed by the affected National Section by making a written submission to the Next international Congress at which time the International Congress shall vote on the issue and decide the matter by a simple majority vote. The written submission must be received by the International Secretariat ninety days prior to the commencement of the International Congress. It shall be circulated by the Secretary General to National Sections and members of the International Executive Committee with in the following thirty days.

5. The Officers Committee

a) The President, Vice- Presidents, the Treasurer, and the Secretary General form the Officers‚ Committee. Five members shall constitute a quorum of this committee.

b) The President shall chair the Officers Committee.

c) The Officers Committee, in consultation with the National Sections shall set the agenda for the International Executive meetings and over-see the implementation of WILPF's programmes between meetings of the International Executive Committee. 

6. The International Secretariat

a) The International Secretariat shall be composed of the Sectary General and permanent staff.

b) It shall undertake and carry out such activities and directives as may be assigned to it by the International Congress, the International Executive Committee or the Elected Officers under the direction of the Secretary General.

E. Finance

1. The International Committee shall be responsible for ensuring the means of financing the administration, programmes and all other activities of WILPF in accordance with the By-Laws.

F. Adoption of this Constitution and By-Laws

1. This Constitution and its By-Laws shall take effect upon approval by two-thirds a majority of the voting participants at an International Congress.

G. Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws

1. Amendments to this Constitution and/or its By-Laws may be proposed by a National Section or by the International Executive Committee.

2. Proposed amendments must be in writing and sent to the International Secretariat at least one hundred and twenty days before the opening date of the International Congress.

3. The Secretary General shall circulate such proposals received to all National Sections within the next sixty days.

4. The adoption of any proposed amendment to the Constitution shall require a two-thirds majority of the voting participants of the International Congress.

5. The adoption of any proposed amendment to the By-Laws shall require a simple majority to the voting participants of the International Congress.

BY-LAWS

A. Programmes

1. To promote its aims and principles, WILPF shall organize and carry out programmes on local, regional, and international levels. As occasion may demand, it shall unite its efforts with those of other organizations in pursuit of common aims and principles.

B. Membership

1. In countries where a National Section exists, individual membership shall normally be through the National Section by payment of annual fee set by the National Section.

2. In countries where no National Section exists, membership shall be through the International Secretariat by payment of an annual fee set by the International Executive Committee. These memberships shall be called direct international memberships.

3. In countries where no National Section exists, a national organization or group may apply for associate membership, subject to the following conditions and criteria:

a) Only one organization or group per country shall be admitted as an associate member.

b) The organization or group shall accept the aims and principles of WILPF, and shall work on at least one of WILPF‚s internationally adopted programmes.

c) The organization or group shall not be affiliated with another international organization, or with a regional organization that is affiliated with an international organization.

d) Associate members shall enjoy the same rights as full members, except the right to vote at either International Congress or International Executive Committee meetings, to nominate candidates, or to have its members nominated for election to an international office.

e) The associate member organizations shall not speak or write in the name of WILPF or represent WILPF unless required to do so by the International Executive Committee or the Officers Committee.

f) Associate members shall be subject to review by the International Executive Committee at least every three years.

g) Associate member organizations shall pay an annual fee to the International Secretariat as determined by the International Executive Committee.

C. Finance

1. WILPF shall be financed by fees from National Sections, direct international members, and associate members assessed annually by the International Executive Committee; by subscriptions to publications, grants, and donations.

2. The fiscal year of WILPF shall commence on the first of January.

D. International Congress

1. The responsibilities of the International Congress shall include, but not be limited to:

a) reviewing the activities of the past three years, setting the policies, and direction of WILPF, and adopting the programme and related budget for the next three years;

b) electing the President, Vice-Presidents, and treasurer of WILPF to serve until the next session of the International Congress;

c) receiving reports from Chairs of Committees, Elected Officers, National Sections, Secretary General, Project Coordinators, and others;

d) admitting new National Sections and associate members;

e) deciding on amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws.

2. Travel expenses of the delegates and alternates to the International Congress shall be borne by the National Section they represent. The Elected Officers and the Secretary General shall have their expenses paid out of the international budget to the extent that the funds are available. National Sections shall also be responsible for the travel expenses to the International Congress of members of the International Executive Committee elected by them.

3. WILPF shall maintain a Travel Fund to assist members in special circumstances to attend the International Congress. The Fund shall be administered by the Officers Committee, in accordance with guidelines established by the International Executive Committee.

E. International Executive Committee

1. The International Executive Committee shall have the authority to make all necessary decisions between sessions of the International Congress and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the International Executive Committee shall:

a) on the recommendation of the Elected Officers, appoint the Secretary General and approve the Chairs of the Standing Committees, Project Coordinators, and Ad Hoc Committees, and appoint the Representatives of the International Secretariat;

b) act on reports received from the Elected Officers, National Sections, the Secretary General, Chairs of Standing Committees, Project Coordinators, and the Financial Auditor;

c) adopt the yearly WILPF programme and budget within the framework established by the International Congress;

d) ensure that funds are available to finance the activities of WILPF, set fees, and arrange for the conduct of an independent, annual audit of WILPF‚s financial statements;

e) designate the location of the International Secretariat from which the Secretary General shall operate;

f) set out additional duties of the Secretary General;

g) in the event that the President is unable to act, replace her from among the Vice-Presidents. In the event that any other officer is unable to act, appoint a replacement for her;

h) appoint new Standing and Ad Hoc Committees;

i) define the roles and assignments of the Elected Officers;

j) set the agenda for the International Congress;

2. Thirty percent of the members of the international Executive Committee, including two of the Elected Officers, shall constitute a quorum.

3. Travel expenses of delegates and alternates to the International Executive Committee meetings shall be borne by the National Sections they represent. The Elected Officers and the Secretary General  shall have their travel expenses paid out of the international budget to the extent that the funds are available.

4. WILPF shall maintain a travel fund to assist in special circumstances members to attend the International Executive Committee meetings. The Fund shall be administered by the Officers Committee in accordance with the guidelines established by the International Executive Committee.

5. Each member of the International Executive Committee shall have one vote at all its meetings.

6.  With the exception of the Secretary General, the term of any member of the International Executive Committee shall be three years and shall not serve for more than two consecutive terms.

7. The International Executive Committee members selected by National Sections shall ensure liaison between the International Executive Committee and their National Section.

F. Elected Officers

1. The President shall:

a) with the other Elected Officers oversee the implementation of the policies, programme, and budget passed by the International Congress and/or the International Executive Committee, and monitor the work of all committees and of the International Secretariat;

b) encourage a sprit of cooperation and good will within WILPF and provide leadership to WILPF;

c) act as a spokes person for WILPF and be its representative on official occasions;

d) monitor and report on the ethical and fiscal probity of WILPF to the International Congress and International Executive Committee;

e) with the Secretary General coordinate the activities of the International Executive Committee, the other Elected Officers, working committees, and assist National Sections in their common endeavors and mutual interests;

f) act as a chair of the International Congress, the International Executive Committee, and the Officers Committee;

g) with the Treasurer, co-sign or delegate the co-signing of contracts and any other official document on behalf of WILPF;

h) in cooperation with the other Officers, evaluate the job performance of the Secretary General and report on it to the international Executive Committee

i) delegate responsibility to the Vice-Presidents for any of the above duties and involve them fully in all of her activities.

2. The Vice-President shall:

a) undertake such duties of the President as she and/or the International Executive Committee may delegate;

b) stand in for the President at official functions when required;

c) keep themselves apprised of the activities of the President and be prepared to relieve her of any or all of her duties should the need arise;

d) undertake such special projects and assignments as determined by the International Executive Committee;

e) act as liaison between the National Sections in their regions and the Officers Committee.

3. The Treasurer shall:

a) over see the maintenance of WILPF‚s financial records, ensure that they are kept according to standards accounting practices, and have them prepared for audit;

b) oversee the preparation of financial statements and report annually to the International Executive Committee, triennially to the International Congress, and consult with the other Elected Officers as often as necessary;

c) oversee the financial planning and the formulation of financial guidelines for WILPF;

d) generally provide financial leadership and ensure that WILPF is fiscally responsible;

e) with the President co-sign contracts on behalf of WILPF;

f) with the Officers Committee establish the financial guidelines by which the Secretary General will operate.

4. The term of the Elected Officers shall be three years. No Elected Officer shall serve more than two consecutive terms.

G. Permanent Staff

1. The Secretary General shall:

a) direct and administer the work of the International Secretariat and its staff;

b) ensure the practical implementation of the decisions of the International Congress and the International Executive Committee and coordinate and administer programmes and policies of WILPF;

c) disseminate information of interest to WILPF to the International Executive Committee and the National Sections, and generally act as the main liaison between the International Secretariat and National Sections;

d) work in close collaboration with the Elected officers and undertake such other tasks as they and/or the International Executive Committee may delegate;

e) maintain relations with other international bodies in the furtherance of WILPF‚s aims and principles;

f) arrange for a recording secretary to keep minutes of all the proceedings of the International Congress, the international Executive Committee meetings, and be the custodian of such minutes and of all other records and accounts of WILPF;

g) circulate a draft agenda, prepared in conformity with these By-Laws, two months before the sitting of the International Congress and of the International Executive Committee.

2. All staff shall be remunerated in accordance with the terms of their contract of employment.

H. Standing Committees

1. The International Executive Committee shall have overall responsibility for establishing the necessary standing and ad hoc committees, and for determining the rules governing their constitution, mandates, operating modes, and dissolution.

I. Nomination Committee

1. The Nomination Committee shall be established by the International  Executive Committee at its meeting in the year preceding the International Congress.

2. Reflecting the geographical and other diversities of WILPF, it shall be composed of seven members, three of which shall be members of the International Executive Committee. The International Executive Committee shall name the convener of the Nomination Committee from among the seven members. The convener shall act as the committee's chair.

3. The Nomination Committee shall:

a) Solicit by letter from each National Section six months before any sitting of the International Congress nominations for the offices of President, Vice-Presidents, and Treasurer. Such nominations shall be made in writing and be received by the Nomination Committee no later than four months before the sitting of the International Congress;

b) Obtain from each nominee a written declaration stating her willingness to stand for the office;

c) At least two months before the sitting of the Congress, the convener shall circulate a list of nominations to all National Sections, members of the International Executive Committee, and to all the nominees;

d) Prepare the ballots containing the names of all eligible nominees for elections by the International Congress;

e) Report in writing to the International Congress.

J. Election Committee

1. An Election Committee shall be constituted at the beginning of the International Congress to facilitate and oversee the election process.

2. It shall be composed of members of the Nomination Committee and of members elected by Congress to a total of five members. Members nominated for an office shall not be eligible to serve on the Election Committee. The members of the duly constituted Election Committee shall designate a convener from their midst.

3. It shall:

a) Arrange a meeting during the International Congress in which the candidates introduce themselves to the International Congress participants;

b) Select a slate of six from the list of nominees, one for each of the six international offices, after discussion with each;

c) Report to the International Congress on its work and on the slate, giving the reasons for the choices recommended;

d) In case that voting became necessary, ensure proper control of the electoral process by distributing ballots only to the voting members of the International Congress in exchange for their voting cards, and by tallying the votes and reporting the results to the Congress.

4. Election Procedure

1. Upon unanimous adoption of the Election Committee's report by the International Congress, the candidates recommended for the office shall be considered elected.

2. For those offices for which the Election Committee has not mad a selection, or in the event that the report is not adopted unanimously, elections by secret ballot shall be held for each office for which more than one candidate is nominated.

K. Working Languages

1. The working language for WILPF shall be English with translation and interpretation in as many languages as feasible.

L. Rules of Procedure

1. In the conduct of all meetings of WILPF, every effort shall be made to reach decisions by consensus when to do so is not in conflict with other provisions of this Constitution and its By-Laws.

M. The Operating Manual

1. The International Secretariat shall maintain an operating manual to which Elected Officers, the International Executive Committee, National Sections, and staff shall refer for guidance and clarification on matters arising in WILPF' s ongoing functioning.
RAINBOW REPORT – Before 2001

As you know, the Organization Development Committee (otherwise known as the 'Rainbow') was set up during the IEC which was held in Sri Lanka in 1996.

Rainbow was entrusted with the task of reviewing the whole operation of WILPF international and to make recommendations to the Officers, the intervening IEC, and to the 1998 Congress.  The Rainbow was also mandated to work closely with the Constitution Committee to bring forward any changes to the Constitution which may be necessary.  It has consulted widely with Sections, the IEC, the Officers, and various individuals, and it has reported regularly to the Officers and to you through the International Peace Update.  We are now pleased to present this final report for your consideration and Congress approval.  

We have briefly summarized the substance of these recommendations below as well as the findings of the collaboration with the Constitution Committee.  [The actual revised Constitution is being sent under separate cover to the Sections by the Constitution Committee.]

The proposals aim to achieve the following objectives:

Foster a closer integration of the international dimension of WILPF's work with the operations of the National Sections;

Provide opportunities for the broader membership to participate in decision making and leadership capacities;

Present a more transparent and clear organizational structure which highlights accountability lines and a more systematic interaction of all its parts.

The changes proposed would be implemented gradually and be accompanied by an on-going evaluation and analysis of our work, which in turn will bring about more changes. WILPF will take on the challenge of evolving into a 'learning' organization which encourages an ethos of reflection, evaluation and enlightened action. 

The recommendations of the Rainbow fall into many categories and, consequently, their adoption requires different processes.  The Congress is the forum which decides the overall, substantive direction of WILPF.  It has the mandate to change the Constitution and the priorities areas for WILPF's work and to approve major financial commitments undertaken by the organization.  The processes for adoption of various parts of the Rainbow report are outlined, below, with the parts that require Congress approval highlighted in bold letters:

Revisions to the Constitution

These require Congress approval.

Clarification of Roles and Responsibilities

The 1997 IEC had the opportunity to review and accept the role descriptions for the elected positions (President, Vice Presidents, Treasurer and IEC members).

The role of the appointed United Nations System International Representatives (UNSIR) (p4-7) is a new addition, presented for approval by Congress.  In the staff positions section (Section ll, Part B), the International Fundraiser job description (p1) needs approval from Congress because this position will create a new financial commitment for WILPF.

Proposed New or Modified Committees

(Section 111, A)  This area will need directional approval from Congress.  The increased number of standing committees and their clearer mandates are meant to involve a large number of WILPFers in various levels of the decision-making process, thereby providing leadership opportunities and making the organization more democratic.  It will also allow the organization to work more in a systematic and pro-active manner, by permitting the Officers to concentrate on wider policy and political issues, having delegated more of the operational issues to specialized committees.  

The actual creation of the standing committees (many of which were accepted at the 1997 IEC) will mainly be the responsibility of the IEC and the Officers. They represent simple modifications to the structure of WILPF and they do not signify a substantive departure from current policies or goals of WILPF.

Recommendations Regarding the Officers

(p25-27) will need to be reviewed by Congress.  In particular, the Rainbow has put forward some thoughts here to stimulate reflection and a decision on the issue of Regional Representation (p25). 

Resources and Suggestions and Financial Accounting and Reporting

The International Secretariat will be the main user, disseminator, and implementer of the material presented in Section V, Resources and Suggestions, and Section V1, Financial Accounting and Reporting.  These documents, which provide practical tools for increased clarity, communication and effectiveness within WILPF, are presented here for information and for possible adaptation to Sections' needs.

The Rainbow's mandate requires that they be involved in helping and monitoring the implementation of the Congress' decisions, and they are committed to do so. In their post Congress work, the Rainbow will also help to integrate the agreed upon changes, both editorial and substantive, in order to produce an easily accessible text.

We hope that you will find this work useful and stimulating.  We ask for your understanding and indulgence as this report may contain some fuzziness, maybe even some inconsistencies and its style could be more polished.  Given the time constraints we have opted to send out a less than perfect document and give you more time to become acquainted with it and to undertake some consultation within your Section.  

We are now requesting all Sections to undertake the following tasks:

1. Review at least the parts which will need direct Congress approval/discussion.

2. Ensure that each member of your Section's Delegation to Congress is well versed with the full Rainbow report and are completely briefed about your Section's position regarding proposed changes, as well as the grounds for compromise.  In line with this, the full Rainbow report should be forwarded to these delegates at the earliest opportunity.

3. Send your answers to the enclosed questionnaire to arrive by July 15th to:

 Teresa Wilson - Rainbow 

 705 Clyde Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15213, USA 

 Tel. (+412) 682-5685, Fax (+412) 687-6716, e-mail: tfwilson@aol.com

Your answers will help Rainbow to ensure that the discussion which will be held at Congress will be pertinent and relevant to your needs and concerns.  

In Peace,

The Rainbow

Marian Chatfield-Taylor

Livia Cordero

Yumi Lee

Carlota Lopes Da Silva

Bruna Nota

Eleonore Romberg 

Mari Holmboe Ruge

Aiko Tokosue

Teresa Wilson
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Summary of The Rainbow Committee Work and Report

The Rainbow Committee was created by the IEC in 1996 in Sri Lanka with a broad mandate to review current structures as well as relations, roles, and responsibilities in WILPF and to recommend administrative, structural, and managerial changes that will increase the effectiveness of WILPF.  The Rainbow mandate included the responsibility to collect, use, and analyzes whatever information it needed about WILPF to better define, clarify, improve and change the organization.  Rainbows were particularly asked to review roles, job descriptions, and divisions of responsibility among the President, Treasurer, Vice-Presidents, IEC members, Secretary General, WILPF New York United Nations Office, and the UN representatives.  The Rainbow Committee was also asked to review the relationships between Sections and the international, both at the membership and staff levels.

The group has been coordinated by Bruna Nota of Canada and is made up of 8 members from Australia, Canada, Costa Rica, Germany, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, and the USA.

The 40 page Rainbow Report was sent in mid-May to Sections, IEC members, officers, and international staff for consideration at the Baltimore Congress. The purpose of this summary is to present the main conclusions and proposals from the Rainbow, as an introduction for the pre-Congress work.

The main purposes of the proposals from the Rainbows are:

¯ To develop a broader basis for participation in WILPF’s international activities;

¯ To develop a clearer pattern for division of labor and responsibilities in WILPF’s international activities;

¯ To contribute to making WILPF a more efficient instrument in international NGO work for peace, justice, and freedom.

The first phase of Rainbow’s work was presented by Rainbow member Yumi Lee from Australia in the IPU issue of June, 1997 ["Whither the Rainbow?"].  An interim report on roles and responsibilities of elected and staff positions was presented to IEC, 1997.  The IEC-adopted conclusions may be found in the IEC report and are also included in the Rainbow final report, for Congress consideration.

The following is a summary presentation of the Rainbow’s conclusions and recommendations to the Baltimore Congress, 1998:

Standing Committees

Rainbow proposes that a number of Standing Committees be established or re-organized on key areas for WILPF’s international work.  The new committee areas are Leadership Development (including nominations), Personnel, and Fundraising.  The present Finance and Constitution standing committees should remain, with some revisions in membership and mandate.  In addition, Rainbow proposes an ad hoc committee for WILPF publications.  The Finance Committee will have as a sub-unit a committee for the management of legacies, gifts, and large donations to WILPF.

In accordance with its mandate, Rainbows have not considered the standing committees on policy areas---as in the Middle East Committee or the suggested Committee on Indigenous Questions.

The mandate of the Standing Committees is to "help WILPF meet its goal and objectives" in their respective areas.  Rainbow proposes a common set of general guidelines for all standing committees, including five to seven members (of which at least two are IEC members), reporting to the International Officers, IEC and Congress.  WILPF’s Secretary General or her representative will be a member of each Standing Committee.  The term of office for members should be three years, renewable once.  To avoid costs, it is foreseen that the committees will meet only at WILPF meetings, and that their main work will be carried out via "snail" or e-mail, telephone, and fax.  (The Rainbow now has a lot of experience in these working methods!)

The main purpose of this network of committees is to broaden the basis for participation in WILPF’s international work, to create closer links between the national, regional, and international levels of WILPF, and thereby to contribute to the "increased effectiveness of WILPF" (as per the Rainbow mandate).

For more information on Rainbow’s recommendations for the Leadership Development and Personnel Committees, please see the full Rainbow Report.

Elected Officers

The Rainbows focused a great deal of attention on issues related to WILPF’s Officers.  (Rainbow even agonized over ways to change the term "officer" to something less militaristic in connotation, but decided to stay with one word rather than change to a verbose substitute such as "office bearers" or "office holders!")  The IEC 1997 discussed role descriptions for Officers.  Based on present and past practice and experience (four of the Rainbows have served as International President and International Vice Presidents), the Rainbows have now formulated recommendations regarding expectations from WILPF’s central Officers.  The emphasis is on clarity of functions and responsibilities, follow-up of tasks assigned or taken up, the attendance of relevant meetings or the communicating of views in case of an inability to attend.  The Rainbow has also recommended a procedure for leave of absence in the unlikely event of an Officer being unable to carry out her responsibilities.

Staff and Volunteers

For now WILPF’s financial position allows only for a minimum of paid staff in the international office.  Looking ahead, the Rainbows suggest the need for increasing the number of paid staff positions in Geneva and at the United Nations New York office.  Rainbow proposes establishing the position of an international fundraiser who will work closely with the Fundraising Committee, but who may not necessarily be based either in Geneva or New York.  Rainbow also suggests that the ad hoc Publications Committee consider establishing the position of editor of WILPF publications.

Volunteer activities have always been, still are, and will remain the backbone of WILPF locally, nationally, and internationally.  The Rainbows wish to highlight the contributions and roles of volunteers, whether as members of international staff, as WILPF representatives at the UN, or performing any other functions on behalf of WILPF.  The role of UN representatives is particularly emphasized, with a view to the special importance WILPF places on monitoring and following up on the work of the United Nations.

Suggestions

In addition to the recommended concrete changes in structure and guidelines, the Rainbows also suggest some resource material for improving the work of Sections in various areas, including:  "How To Start a Section," "How to Organize Large WILPF Meetings," "A Beginner’s Guide to Congress," "Selecting Congress Delegates," "Nominating Candidates for International Office," and "Working Practices for Staff, Interns and Volunteers."

These "manuals" are, to a large degree, based on existing, non-written practices within Sections as well as on the international level and are meant as "tool-kits" for future use.  They also aim at tackling somewhat sensitive areas which it is nonetheless necessary to address, such as how we relate to each other in our WILPF work as staff, volunteers, or elected officers.  With the wide range of cultural and political backgrounds, age groups, and personal characteristics among WILPF members, one set of suggested "guidelines" can hardly fit for all Sections, committees, and international offices.  But these guidelines are offered as a contribution to resolving such interpersonal problems which from time to time appear within WILPF, as in other organizations.  These problems need facing up to rather allowing them to be overlooked in the hope that they will go away by themselves!

Constitution

Many of the changes proposed by the Rainbow Committee, if adopted, will entail changes in WILPF’s Constitution.  The Rainbow has worked with the Constitution Committee, chaired by Margit Thorslund, Sweden, submitting notes and interim proposals to them along the way.  Towards the end of this work, the Constitution Committee is considering the Rainbow’s report for possible revisions.  However, the Rainbow Final Report (which Sections will have received in May) is by no means a fait accompli in constitutional or other

matters.  The Report should serve as the basis for considerations and discussions for Congress delegates, IEC members, and our international elected officers.  Necessary changes and modifications in the Constitution as a result of decisions taken at Congress this summer may take formal place according to our rules of procedure, as Congress sees fit.  However, to the degree that

Congress adopts Rainbow proposals as they stand and have been included in the draft Constitution by the Constitution Committee, decisions may take effect immediately.

Conclusion

The Rainbow report is long and covers a number of issues of varying importance to WILPF’s international activities as set out in the mandate from the 1996 IEC.  The Rainbow Committee hopes that the magnitude of the report will not serve to deter WILPF members, staff, or elected representatives from taking this opportunity to reshape the future direction of our organisation.  The actual changes decided on can be put into force gradually, as the membership sees fit.  The mandate expects the Rainbows to propose "Öchanges deemed necessary for the increased effectiveness of WILPF."  On the threshold of a new century, we can see that the need for an efficient, democratic, and inclusive WILPF will be even greater in the future than it is today.  The Rainbows submit this report in the hope that its recommendations will contribute towards meeting this need.
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WILPF'S MEMBERS GOALS AND CODE OF CONDUCT

Honoring WILPF's history, visions and persistence, and its principles and aims to achieve a non-violent world without war, its members commit to:

- Work in their community, with other NGOs, their governments, and the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies to bring about universal disarmament, full respect of human rights, political and social equality and economic equity and cooperation with all people as the only way to achieve permanent peace based on justice and freedom;

- Have a clear vision of what WILPF wishes to achieve as a women and feminist organization and build on individual goals while encompassing a holistic perspective;

- Respond creatively to the demands placed on women by our society and find ways to work with all women to achieve WILPF's vision for a peaceful world;

- Work for the fair distribution of the world's resources to meet the basic needs of all;

- Nurture one another in their efforts to live and model peace, building real communities as the basis of security.  

- Strive to end all use of violence and military solutions;

- Learn to harness the power of the individual and therefore her contribution;

- Respect human dignity and therefore each other's reality and work;

- Include, welcome and appreciate all WILPF women and their work, regardless of their background, their socio-economic status, their color, their sexual orientation and physical or mental ability;

- Eschew all negative actions towards each other; be supportive, compassionate and frank in a non-confrontational manner, in the way they deal with one another;

- Help WILPF to be democratic in its process and structure;  

- Meet challenges in a dynamic and courageous manner;

- Ensure that WILPF has a strong conflict resolution process incorporated in its culture and be a learning organization in which an ethos of reflection, evaluation and lightened action can flourish;

Work proficiently and effectively in decision making and priority setting and create an environment which is fun and nurturing; 

- Endeavour to make WILPF financially secure so that it can be effective in initiating and implementing projects, and collaborating with other like-minded NGOs.
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I.  CLARIFICATION OF ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

CONGRESS DECISION MAKING AREAS:

role of UNSIR and position of the International Fundraiser

INTRODUCTION

We are submitting the full list of roles and responsibilities here for the completeness of the report.  They were approved in principle by the 1997 IEC and circulated to all Sections in November 1997 for comments and input; as none were received, we assume that they are accepted.  The exceptions are the role of UNSIR [p. xx], which we ask Congress to consider because its recommended formulation is a departure from the present reporting structure, and the position of the International Fundraiser [p. xx], which will entail the creation of a new staff position and therefore needs Congress approval because it will imply a new financial commitment.

The Proposed By-Laws capture the essence of the roles and responsibilities of the elected or appointed positions (p.xxx) and invest in the IEC the authority to make changes. 

The Rainbow recommends that the following be adopted as the basis for the roles and responsibilities for the Officers and the International Executive Committee (IEC) members.  We encourage the adoption of a collegial and collaborative approach to all these functions, and as such, more precise definitions and refinements may be included in forthcoming IECs and Congresses. 

A. ELECTED OR APPOINTED POSITIONS

President

The role of the President is to:

■Oversee, in cooperation with the other Officers, the implementation of the policies, programmes and budgets decided on by Congress and the IEC; 

■Provide the political leadership to the organization;

■Be an official representative of, and spokesperson for, WILPF;

■Monitor and report on the ethical and fiscal probity of the organization; 

■Provide an important personal linkage between the International office, the Sections, and the regions;

■Convene the International Congress, the IEC and International Officers' meetings, as well as other international meetings concerned with policy and programme;

■Work with the Officers and the Personnel Committee to draw up the terms of employment of the Secretary General, and to sign the contract of employment on behalf of the IEC;

■Undertake, with the Officers, an annual evaluation of the performance of the Secretary General, based on the job description;

■Advise, in conjunction with the Officers and the Personnel Committee, on the selection and the appointment by the Secretary General (SG) of the Director of the WILPF UN-New York office; 

■Ensure, in cooperation with the other Officers, that a supportive climate is created and nurtured in WILPF;

■Keep abreast of the financial situation of the organization. 

Vice Presidents

The role of the Vice Presidents is to:

■Be responsible to the organization for ensuring, in collaboration with the President, the implementation of the policies and programmes agreed on by Congress and the IEC;

■Develop and stimulate the interchange of political, policy and programme discussions throughout the organization;

■Attend relevant meetings, contribute to the International Peace Update (IPU), and maintain active communication with the International office and among the Officers;

■Provide informed input with regard to the cultural, socio-economic and political diversity within the organization to facilitate the development of policy and programmes as well as effective decision-making processes;

■Contribute to, and oversee, in collaboration with the other Officers, the implementation of specific key operational areas such as:  fundraising and media relations, administrative, logistics and personnel, programme, and Section and membership development, on behalf of the IEC and Congress;

■Support the President and collaborate with her to assist her to fulfill her role
Treasurer

The role of the Treasurer is to:

■Have overall responsibility for ensuring that there are proper Financial planning, accounting, and reporting systems in place in the organization and for informing the Officers and IEC of any deficiencies;

■Review on behalf of the IEC any proposed plans which entail potential major financial implications and provide advice to Officers, IEC and Congress on the feasibility of such plans;

■Ensure that the annual financial audit is performed in accordance with the By-Laws;

■Prepare financial guidelines for adoption by IEC and ensure their implementation;

■Present clear and complete financial information to the relevant International meetings;

■Contribute information and structure to help coordinate the work of the Finance Committee and of the Fundraising Committee; 

■Act as chair of the Standing Finance Committee.

IEC Members

The role of the IEC Members is to:

■Contribute to the development of international policy, programme and budget for the organization by actively participating in the International Executive Committee meetings, International Congresses, and any other relevant meetings;

■Participate as an international member of the International Executive Committee, for the good of the international organization, while cognizant of the fact that she is a representative of her national section;

■Evaluate the previous year's international performance of work and approve the international programme and budget for the following year;

■Work---in cooperation with the international Officers, the International Offices (i.e.: Geneva and New York)---with the relevant committees and actively implement international policy, programme and fundraising;

■Liaise between her section and all of WILPF, to undertake the following: to bring to the IEC, the Congress and other relevant meetings, the points of view and ideas of her Section. In doing so, with the Section’s acceptance of the need for compromise and flexibility, to also adopt a participatory approach, to ensure that the good of the international organization is held to be paramount;

■Work, in cooperation with her Section’s President and Executive

Committee/Board, to incorporate the international programme and policies into the Section's work; 

■Work with her Section to build networks with WILPF Sections in the region in order to facilitate the exchange of information and running of joint campaigns;

■Work with her Section to ensure that the Section’s annual report is sent to the International office as requested by the IEC and in time for circulation;

■Act as the primary conduit of all information between her Section and International WILPF, and vice versa;

■Ensure that her Section is aware of the skills and experience required of the persons nominated as candidates for election to International offices. 

UNSIRs

NOTE:  The following role description (UNSIR) is the only volunteer role which was not available for discussion and approval at the UK IEC .

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEMS

WILPF has consultative status with the United Nations and some of its Specialized Agencies.  WILPF uses this status to monitor and seek to influence the work of the United Nations and its System of Specialized Agencies (hereafter referred to as the UN) in Geneva, New York, Rome and Paris.  WILPF focuses on four main areas of work in the UN:  disarmament and overall security debates, development, human rights, and environment.  WILPF aims to bring the gender perspective to discussions/deliberations on these issues, with particular reference to how women’s lives are affected by any proposed decision.  

The purpose of WILPF's work vis-a-vis the UN is to:

Keep well-informed about the UN system and related inter-governmental activities and trends in order to strengthen WILPF's international work and WILPF’s members’ awareness of UN developments;

Provide WILPF's views to the UN and its specialized agencies in the areas of WILPF’s concerns.

Staff, interns and elected Officers play an invaluable role in relation to the UN.  However, to take full advantage of the opportunities to provide information and for lobbying purposes in the areas of WILPF’s concerns, members are appointed by the IEC to represent WILPF for a period of three years, renewable for a total maximum of three terms.  The UN International Representatives (UNSIRs) work in close concert with and report to the staff in the International offices both in Geneva and New York and are responsible to IEC and Congress through the Secretary General.

The responsibilities of UN representatives include:

■Working with staff to help the IEC/Congress to develop positions on issues under discussion in the UN and its agencies and decide on an integrated lobbying strategy and coordinating with other UNSIRs to carry out this strategy;

■Monitoring particular UN committees, programs and Specialized Agencies related to WILPF activities;

■Bringing WILPF's information and viewpoints to the UN and its Specialized Agencies;

■Working with the NGO community associated with the UN;

■Providing the necessary information to the staff and International Office that will enable it to communicate effectively with WILPF Sections to strengthen lobby activities at both national and international levels; coordinate a timely and effective response with the NGO community; and respond immediately to critical situations;

■Alerting Sections in a timely fashion when their government is due to give a report to UN and Specialized Agencies committees;

■Mentoring and assisting interns and other volunteers, both on location and in other countries via the Internet, when following specific UN topics.

Given the crucial role the UNSIRs play within WILPF it is imperative that they undergo periodic structured training and take advantage of more informal mentoring with staff and experienced volunteers.  Regular individual work evaluations will be carried out as outlined in the personnel policy manual.  A list of potential candidates should be constantly maintained by the Leadership Development Committee to ensure that vacancies can be filled appropriately.

The role of the UNSIRs is outlined in more detail below:

Monitoring UN work

The UNSIR member should monitor all UN work related to her assigned field(s).

Experience has shown that, because of the nature of UN discussions, it is necessary to follow regularly all relevant meetings to understand what is discussed and proposed and the directions being taken.  If the UNSIR is unable to attend every session, all relevant documents should be collected for review between meetings.  These documents are available via the Internet and therefore the UNSIR may team up with other WILPFERs around the world to monitor the relevant information.  This will also work towards building a sense of cohesiveness and teamwork within the organization.

In Geneva, WILPF follows the Conference on Disarmament(CD), the Human Rights Commission, and relevant HR bodies within the UN, the UNHCR, and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). In New York, we work with the First Committee (Disarmament), the Second Committee (Development), and the Third Committee (Human Rights), the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), the Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD), the General Assembly and the Security Council . In addition, WILPF monitors some of the UN agencies, the ILO in Geneva, UNICEF in New York, the FAO in Rome, and UNESCO in Paris.

NGO Committees

UNSIRs also participate in the different NGO committees dealing with WILPF priority issues such as disarmament, sustainable environment, human rights, the status of women, and economic and social development.  These committees are formed to work collectively around the United Nations and Specialized Agencies for more effectiveness.  WILPF representatives who monitor UN work can make important contributions to NGO committees, helping to make decisions and actions taken at the UN accessible and relevant to NGO organizations around the world, and helping to influence UN delegates to take positions supported by NGOs. WILPF is also a member of CONGO (Conference of NGOs) and contributes to the work of improving the status of NGOs within the UN.

Preparation

Time and effort are needed to establish good working relationships with the different divisions, branches and delegations of the UN in order to be effective and to provide reports, input and expertise to the different UN meetings. Thanks to its existing good relationships, WILPF is regularly asked to provide comments and input to background draft papers. The work of a UNSIR requires a considerable amount of reading and preparation to keep abreast of the sessions. Reviewing press releases, the documents list, agenda items, and resolutions are an essential component of effective NGO representation as the UNSIR should contribute to statements within her area of expertise presented to the UN.

Reports

In order to maintain effective lines of communication the UNSIR should prepare reports for the International Office, the frequency of which will be determined with the appropriate staff in New York or Geneva.  It is recommended that written reports be submitted quarterly.  The reports should summarize the sessions covered, highlighting specific topics which require special attention. The representative should ensure that the SG has the necessary information for her report to International WILPF meetings.  The

UNSIR should provide information directly to Sections, when requested.  A Section must be informed of a development concerning its country or region, with a copy to staff.  To this end, the UNSIR should provide a yearly schedule, where applicable, of planned intervention of the various governments to the UN.

Communication within WILPF

Many UN documents are distributed in Geneva as well as New York, but occasionally the WILPF UN New York office or UNSIRs must be prepared to respond to a request for specific documents.   Sections should make every effort to access information pertaining to the UN on the Internet or through other means in order to assist with the workload of the International offices and the UNSIR.  The UNSIR is responsible for collecting copies of special reports and other publications for the International offices, when available.  Critical documents should be sent directly to the International office, accompanied by a summary report. The International office should be kept informed of upcoming events in order to plan participation and to diffuse the information throughout the organization.  The UNSIR should contribute regularly to the UN column in the IPU.

In order to ensure that the UNSIR is able to put forward current concerns of the organization in her engagement with the UN and other NGOs, she will report back on a formal basis during the IEC through the SG and collate relevant information from the various Sections for her work.  International staff will coordinate work and communication among the UNSIRs to ensure continuous exchange of ideas and flow of information about what is happening in the UN system, especially between different centers of UN activity.

B.  STAFF JOB DESCRIPTIONS

Note:  It is evident that the work listed in these job descriptions is more than anyone can accomplish under the present conditions (e.g. part-time in NY).

In setting up the agreement on the basis of which the performance evaluation will occur the following year, both the evaluator/supervisor and the staff member should be clear on the points which are necessary for the good operation of WILPF and the areas that cannot be covered due to lack of time/staff support.  

INTRODUCTION: (Common To All Job Descriptions)
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) works peace and justice and equal rights from a women’s perspective.

The vision, mission and long term objectives of WILPF as expressed in its constitution are as follows: 

WILPF’s VISION is the achievement of an international economic order based on meeting the needs of all people;

WILPF’s MISSION is to raise awareness to make known the political, social, economic and psychological causes of war to help abolish them and to work for a constructive peace.

WILPF’s PRIMARY OBJECTIVES are:

◙ to achieve total and universal disarmament

◙ to effect peaceful settlement of conflicts

◙ to prevent violence

◙ to attain a sustainable environment and political, social and economic co-operation among people.

To achieve these, each member of WILPF’s staff is dedicated to model peace and to work collaboratively with all other WILPF’s staff, members and volunteers.

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY GENERAL

The RESPONSIBILITY AND ROLE DESCRIPTION FOR THE SECRETARY GENERAL is as follows:

The Secretary General (SG) is responsible for the overall implementation of the policies and programmes as mandated by Congress, the International Executive Committee (IEC) and the Officers. She reports to the President of WILPF International who acts on behalf of the IEC.  The Secretary General’s contract should be for no less than six years and no longer than nine years, unless otherwise negotiated by both parties.

MANAGEMENT and ADMINISTRATION

1.   Establishes a yearly work plan and budget for the International organization with the input and collaboration of all relevant staff and volunteers;

2.   Provides quarterly to Officers and yearly to the IEC /Congress reports of all WILPF’s activities, programmes and finances;

3.   Hires senior personnel in the International Office, the New York Office and any other WILPF International Offices in the world that may be open in the future, with the advice of the Personnel Committee and in consultation with the

President and the other Officers;

4.   Carries out regular performance evaluation of staff, interns and volunteers reporting to her, and administers the outcomes of these evaluations;  

5.   Oversees, or executes, the organization, recruitment, training, supervision and management of staff, interns and volunteers for the

International office, including the UN team, paying special attention to delegating appropriate authority and responsibility, so that work, satisfaction, and recognition are fairly shared;

6.  Ensures that mechanisms are in place (e.g. fair and consistent policies, staff meetings, information exchanges, etc.) to facilitate the creation and maintenance of a collaborative and mutually supportive environment within and between all WILPF’s offices; 

7.   Sees that all incoming and outgoing correspondence is processed in a timely and effective manner;

8.   Coordinates, or delegates, the coordination of and the preparation of all aspects of WILPF International meetings;

9.   Acts as host of WILPF delegations to specific UN- and WILPF-related meetings in Geneva;

10.  Ensures that the budget is adhered to and that monthly accounts are processed, and consults with the Treasurer on substantive changes in financial plans;

11.  Collaborates with the International Fundraiser, all Sections, JAPA and other staff and volunteers to develop fundraising processes and projects;

12.  Develops and implements evaluation processes for all projects, programmes and initiatives started by, or with high involvement of, WILPF International;

13.  Facilitates the exchange of information on the ongoing and special initiatives of Sections so that all of WILPF can benefit from their experiences;

14.  Facilitates the effectiveness of standing and ad hoc committees by providing the necessary support;

PROGRAMME and POLICY

1.   Develops procedures, projects and policy statements in keeping with WILPF’s values and principles, and to implement the policies and programmes mandated by WILPF’s leadership; 

2.   Maintains close communication with the chairs of the Standing and Ad Hoc Committees for the purpose of coordinating their information and work with the Officers and in preparation for the IECs and Congresses;

3.   Undertakes, or ensures the undertaking of, the necessary research on policy and lobbying issues to help WILPF fulfill its mandate;

4.   Works in collaboration with other NGOs to organize appropriate monitoring and intervention in UN debates and policy setting in areas relevant to WILPF’s vision, mission and objectives;

5.   Follows, or ensures appropriate follow-up of, all relevant UN meetings and developments both in Geneva and elsewhere in the world;

6.   Initiates appropriate action, in consultation with WILPF Officers, to respond to emerging events that affect the areas of interest of WILPF;

EDUCATION and OUTREACH

1.   Maintains regular communication with the President, Officers, IEC members and Section Presidents as well as with the UN WILPF representatives in Geneva, Paris, and Rome;

2.   Oversees, in collaboration with the editorial committee, the publication of International Peace Update;

3.   Develops, in close cooperation with all Sections, programmes to enhance membership expansion and involvement in WILPF’s work;

4.   Initiates, or delegates the initiation of, education and information processes on emerging events in the areas of interest of WILPF;

5.   Represents WILPF in official and unofficial fora, as necessary;  

6.   Helps evaluate projects occurring in WILPF around the world and, in co-operation with the IEC members concerned, diffuses the "lessons learned," for adaptation and implementation (see # 12 under Management & Administration);

7.   Ensures the appropriate training and support for the interns in their chosen programmes.

WILPF NEW YORK OFFICE DIRECTOR

The RESPONSIBILITY AND ROLE DESCRIPTION FOR THE NEW YORK OFFICE DIRECTOR is as follows:

Reporting to the Secretary General (SG), and working in a collegial mode, the Director of the WILPF NY Office is responsible for implementing the relevant parts of WILPF’s policies and  programmes as mandated by Congress, the International Executive Committee (IEC) and the Officers. 

MANAGEMENT and ADMINISTRATION

1.   Establishes a yearly work plan and budget in collaboration with, and for approval by the SG;

2.   Provides quarterly and yearly reports of all the New York office activities to the SG for inclusion in her presentation to the Officers, IEC and

Congress;

3.   Hires, in consultation with the SG, the staff members approved for the NY

Office;

4.   Carries out regular performance evaluation of staff and volunteers reporting to her and working in connection with the NY Office. She administers the results of these evaluations;

5.   Oversees, or executes, the organization, recruitment, training, supervision and management of interns and volunteers for the New York WILPF office, including the UN team, paying special attention to delegating appropriate authority and responsibility, so that work, satisfaction and recognition are fairly shared;

6.   Ensures that mechanisms are in place (e.g. fair and consistent policies, staff meetings, information exchanges, etc.) to facilitate the creation and maintenance of a collaborative and mutually supportive environment; 

7.   Maintains ongoing communication with the International Office regarding all UN WILPF work done in Geneva, Paris and Rome;

8.   Contributes New York-related information to the regular communication from the International Office to all Sections (e.g. monthly report mailing to IEC members and Section Presidents), including notification of up-coming UN events and emerging issues;

9.   Sees that all incoming and outgoing correspondence is processed in a timely and effective manner;

10.  Helps prepare International meetings;

11.  Acts as host of WILPF delegations to specific UN NY-related meetings;

12.  Ensures that the budget is adhered to, that monthly accounts are processed and are communicated to the International office for consolidation every six months; 

13.  Develops, in collaboration with the International Fundraiser, the US WILPF

UN representative, the US staff, and JAPA, fundraising and other projects as needed; 

14.  Develops and implements, in concert with the SG, evaluation processes for all projects, programmes and initiatives started by, or with high involvement of, the WILPF NY Office;

PROGRAMME and POLICY

1.   Develops, in collaboration with the SG, procedures and projects in order to implement the policies and programmes mandated by WILPF∆s leadership, concerning the NY Office;

2.   Undertakes, or ensures the undertaking of, the necessary research on policy and lobbying issues to help WILPF to fulfill its mandate;

3.   Develops procedures, projects and policy statements in keeping with WILPF’s values and principles, and to implement the programmes mandated by WILPF’s leadership;

4.   Works in collaboration with other NGOs to organize appropriate monitoring and intervention in UN debates and policy setting in areas relevant to WILPF’s vision, mission and objectives;

5.   Attends, or ensures appropriate follow-up of, and attendance to, UN meetings (e.g.: G.A.; Security Council; Restructuring of UN; CSW; Optional Protocol on CEDAW; International Criminal Court; CD; CSD...) 

EDUCATION and OUTREACH

1.   Develops, or encourages the development of, educational and other programmes, which could be made available to all Sections, in collaboration with the US WILPF UN representative, the WILPF Metro NY Branch, with the US staff and with JAPA, as well as with other interested Sections;

2.   Provides special linkages between UN programmes concerning areas of interest to WILPF and WILPF projects, to inform and enable more influential interventions; 

3.   Represents WILPF in official and unofficial fora as necessary; 

4.  Accepts speaking engagements and develops, in close cooperation with the SG and the US Section, programmes to enhance membership expansion and involvement in WILPF’s work;

5.   Prepares introductory material on the UN system for visitors and correspondents;

6.   Collaborates with the Editorial Committee on the International Peace Update publication.

OFFICE MANAGER*

The RESPONSIBILITY AND ROLE DESCRIPTION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL OFFICE MANAGER is as follows:

Reporting to the Secretary General (SG), the International Office Manager is responsible for:

FINANCE and ACCOUNTS

Following internationally established accounting procedures, the Office

Manager:

1.   Develops appropriate procedures and processes in order to implement the

policies and programmes mandated by WILPF’s leadership in the areas of financial accountability, planning, evaluation and reporting;

2.  Maintains adequate expertise in bookkeeping, accounting and finance;

3.   Prepares, with the input of the Treasurer and the SG, a yearly budget of expenses and revenues, for approval by the Officers;

4.   Maintains complete and faithful records of all financial transactions according to the chart of accounts established in collaboration with the Standing Finance Committee (SFC). Attention will be given to maximize compatibility and to maintain open communication with other WILPF Sections’ accounting systems, with the International US account holder, and with JAPA;

5.   Submits financial reports monthly to the SG, the Treasurer and the SFC and quarterly to the Officers, for information and approval;

6.   Prepares annual financial statements in consultation with the Treasurer and the SFC, for review by the auditor, and eventual submission to the

International Executive Committee (IEC);

7.   Effects all banking transactions related to the WILPF International operation;

8.   Manages the organization’s payroll in all its aspects, including personnel benefits; 

9.   Fulfills relevant taxation obligations of the organization;

10.  Reviews invoices for materials and services acquired and arranges for payment;

11.  Works in collaboration with other WILPF offices to ensure full transparency in financial matters and compatibility of accounting procedures;

12.  Processes Sections’ membership fees, IPU subscriptions, sale of literature, etc.

13.  Negotiates appropriate insurance on the organization’s liabilities and equipment;

14.  Negotiates the production of all printed matter for WILPF;

15.  Negotiates and collects fees when services are rendered to other groups;

MANAGEMENT and ADMINISTRATION

Takes on the duties and responsibilities of overall office management, including:

1.   Hires, in consultation with the SG, the approved support staff for the office; 

2.   Coaches, supervises and conducts regular performance evaluations of staff reporting to her;

3.   Contributes to the training, supervision and evaluation of interns and volunteers;

4.   Purchases and maintains all office supplies and equipment in accordance with the administrative budget for which she is responsible;

5.   Provides leadership for the logistics of international and local meetings;

6.   Develops and maintains a description of responsibilities and tasks related to the functioning of the International Office that can be delegated to volunteers;

COMMUNICATIONS 

1.   Prepares the financial information and disperses it throughout WILPF, through the IEC members, to ensure transparency, understanding and ownership of programmes with their related budgets;

2.   Ensures that appropriate computer systems are in place for the proper functioning of the office, including an internet communications service;

3.   Maintains data base, e-mail addresses and WILPF’s directory and processes regular mailings;

4.   Provides information as required to visitors and correspondents;

5.   Processes the internship applications: 


---by reviewing, or direct the review, of all application and selecting a short list applicants for consideration and final approval by the SG;


---for visas and other necessary clearances;

WILPF HOUSE 

1.   Develops capital and maintenance plans and administrative routines for the WILPF house;

2.   Develops related budgets to submit to the SG and Standing Finance

Committee for approval as part of administrative expenses;  

3.   Finds (recruits), trains and supervises volunteers to implement the maintenance plans and the administrative processes for the WILPF house, including initiation of new interns in the use and responsibilities related to the use of the house;

[* similar job description will be developed for the NY office manager, when appropriate.]

INTERNATIONAL FUNDRAISER

THE FOLLOWING JOB DESCRIPTION IS THE ONLY ONE THAT HAS NOT BEEN APPROVED BY IEC.  IT CREATES NEW FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS.

INTRODUCTION  
(Common to all job descriptions. See the text in the Secretary General and other job descriptions)

ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUNDRAISER:

The International Fundraiser reports to the Secretary General (SG), and works closely with the International Treasurer and Fundraising Committee.

FUNDRAISING

1.   Develops fundraising criteria and methodologies that meet ethical fundraising principles which have proven to be effective for non-profit organizations such as WILPF;

2.   Submits specific and concrete fundraising objectives annually and triennially, basing her work on the policies and programmes mandated by WILPF's leadership.  These plans will outline the sum to be raised as well as the means through which it will be raised.    These plans will be submitted to the SG, the International Treasurer, and the Fundraising Committee for approval;

3.   Maintains intimate knowledge of programs and the program planning process;

4.   Creates and designs International fundraising campaigns in close cooperation with willing Sections and oversees their implementation and provides support to the Sections.

MANAGEMENT and ADMINISTRATION

1.   Presents to the Officers and IEC, through the Secretary General, reports of initiatives undertaken, their costs and their results, both monetary and organizational;

2.   Collects fundraising data;

3.   Hires or contracts, in consultation with the SG, any approved support staff;

4.   Coaches, supervises and conducts regular performance evaluations of paid and/or volunteer staff reporting to her;

5.   Contributes to the training, supervision and evaluation of interns and volunteers who may be engaged in the fundraising efforts;

COMMUNICATIONS

1.   Maintains close liaison with the members of the Fundraising Committee, international fundraisers in WILPF Sections and with JAPA;

2.   Ensures that appropriate information is available to all the fundraisers (formal or otherwise) within WILPF;

3.   Represents WILPF and its aims and principles in her dealings with external organizations, foundations, or corporations.

II. PROPOSED NEW or MODIFIED COMMITTEES

A.  STANDING COMMITTEES

INTRODUCTION

At present WILPF has a number of committees, standing or ad hoc.  The Rainbow recommends some additions and a framework to improve the functioning of operational committees.  Thematic or political issue committees were considered to be outside the mandate of the Rainbow at this time and therefore not dealt with in this document. 

As with the rest of this report, these proposals aim to achieve the following objectives:

■ Foster a closer integration of the international dimension of WILPF's work with the operations of the National Sections;

■ Provide opportunities for the broader membership to participate in decision making and leadership capacities;

■ Present a more transparent and clear organizational structure which highlights accountability lines and a more systematic interaction of all its parts.

Note:  The Proposed By-Laws describe the mandate, function and constitution only of the committees that are essential to the functioning and renewal of the organization (paragraphs 7 and 8).

CONGRESS DECISION MAKING AREAS

It is expected that Congress will decide on the directional changes proposed below and that it will delegate to the IEC and the Officers the actual creation and regulation of the suggested committees or others that may be found necessary in the future.  The changes in the By-law (new paragraphs: 4.1.6 and

7.2.1) reflect such authority.

The IEC has overall responsibility for establishing the necessary Standing and Ad Hoc Committees and to determine the rules governing their constitution and operating modes.

GUIDELINES GOVERNING THE FUNCTIONS OF WILPF’S INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEES

The Congress or International Executive Committee (IEC) may establish such standing committees as are deemed necessary to further the functioning and operation of the organization.  

Ad hoc committees, both for operational and issues purposes, are created by IEC, Officers or the Secretary General (SG) when necessary.  They are evaluated at least every three years and formally dissolved when their purpose is achieved or their function is not relevant anymore.

Proposed standing committees are:

- Officers’ Committee

- Leadership Development Committee 

- Program
- Personnel

- Constitution

- Fundraising

- Finance

MANDATE

Each committee, both standing and ad hoc, operates under its own clearly established mandate and works in consultation with, and is accountable to the International Officers, who report to the IEC and Congress.  The chair maintains regular communication with the SG.  Brief written reports are to be presented to the International Officers in time to be distributed in advance of IEC meetings, as part of the IEC documentation.  The work of these committees is undertaken in a fully participatory manner, and decision-making is consensual.  Differences and/or conflicts are handled in a constructive, mutually respectful, and supportive manner.  The chair or a participating party can call for a vote when consensus is blocked.

COMPOSITION

Each committee will normally be comprised of five to seven volunteers, of whom at least two are members of the IEC, appointed by the IEC. The SG or her representative is a member of all Standing Committees.  The Chair is selected by the Committee at its first meeting and preferably the Chair of each committee is a member of the IEC. The terms of service are established to provide a gradual rotation of leadership in various positions.  In general, the term of office of the Chairs and members of the Standing Committees will be for three years, renewable once.  The operation of the committee should be such that there is a mix of continuing and new members with each term of service, to facilitate new perspectives, while maintaining continuity and experience. Membership in these committees reflects the diversity of the organization, and it is advisable that one person not sit on more than two committees.

FUNCTIONING OF COMMITTEES

Effective participation entails timely and comprehensive information sharing, and it is the responsibility of the Chair to ensure the preparation and distribution of pertinent material.  As committee members are located around the globe, it is vital that a system of networking is established enabling members to overcome distance and busy schedules while engendering trust and communality of purpose within the committee.  To save costs, face to face meetings will seldom occur.  Available appropriate communication technology will instead be used in their work.  The timely and regular production of WILPF International address directories and the prompt distribution of names and addresses of Committee members are vital to this communication.  Every effort will be made to hold face-to-face meetings in conjunction with other international meetings, such as the IEC and Congress. Agenda items will be circulated sufficiently in advance of such meetings to allow for input from all the committee members.  If available, staff members will provide support and crucial input to each committee's work. It is the Chair's role to ensure that tasks are fairly and clearly distributed among committee members in compliance with its mandate and its responsibility vis-a-vis the whole organization.  Each committee is encouraged to undertake a yearly evaluation of its performance.

PLANNING AND BUDGETING

Each committee develops a plan of work including the timetable for meetings, the means of communication, and an annual operating budget which comprises expenses and income.  Ideally, money for special projects should be secured from sources other than WILPF's international budget. This budget and plan of work will be submitted to the Treasurer through the Secretary General in time for inclusion in the overall international annual budget. 

OFFICERS’ COMMITTEE  (By-law: 7.1)

The President, Vice- Presidents, Treasurer and SG constitute the Officers’ Committee.  Its role, in consultation with the membership, is to set the agendas for IEC meetings and oversee the implementation of WILPF's programs between meetings of the IEC.  The President shall chair the Officers’ Committee; and Five (5) members shall constitute a quorum of the Officers’ Committee.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

The Leadership Development Committee (LDC) is established to:

■Facilitate broader participation in WILPF’s international work and encourage leadership development of newer members.  It will liaise with Chairs and members of all standing committees, Sections, staff, IEC members and International Officers to identify appropriate members to fill in the many roles required in the running of the organization. The LDC maintains slates of qualified potential candidates for positions that become vacant in the organization.  The LDC will forward the identified names to the IEC, International Officers, the Election Committee, or the International Secretariat, as appropriate.  The LDC will ensure that their slates reflect the international and inclusive nature of WILPF;

■Devise one presentation/workshop for inclusion in the programme of every IEC/ Congress on aspects related to leadership development;

■Develop, in conjunction with the SG, the Standing Finance Committee (SFC), and the International Fundraiser, financial resources to help WILPF realize its goal of grooming grassroots leaders for wider responsibilities.

Every three years, a portion of the LDC may constitute the Nomination Committee.  The Nomination Committee, reporting to the IEC, shall be composed of seven (7) members, three (3) of which shall be members of the IEC. 

The Nomination Committee, reporting to the IC, shall be formed every three years. It shall be composed of seven (7) members, three (3) of which shall be members of the IEC. 

The Nominating Committee shall:

■Solicit, by letter six months before any sitting of the IC, from each NS, nominations for the offices of President,  four (4) Vice-presidents and Treasurer, and such nominations shall be in writing and received by the Nomination Committee no later than four (4) months before the sitting of the IC.  This letter shall include the names of the present incumbents;  the name of those eligible for re-election and those willing to stand for office for a second term; the description of the role and responsibilities of each office and the complementary characteristics and skills needed;

■Obtain from each nominee a declaration in writing stating her willingness to stand for the office;

■Circulate a  list of nominations, including a brief biography of each nominee, to all NS,  members of the IEC, and to the nominees at least two months before the next sitting of the IC;

■Prepare the ballots containing the names of all eligible nominees for elections at Congress.

■Ensure that the elections are conducted in an open and fair manner either directly or through an ad hoc election committee. The composition, term of service, committee operation, decision-making, planning, and budgeting modes of the LDC Committee are consistent with those applicable to all Standing Committees, and are expressed in the policy # 1 above: "POLICY ON WILPF INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES."

PROGRAMME COMMITTEE

The Programme Committee will comprise of the SG, all the International Vice-Presidents, and at least one representative from each of the WILPF’s regional groupings.  It will be the role of the Programme Committee to undertake the following tasks:

During Congress/IEC

■Collate recommendations for international action from the relevant working groups held during the meeting; 

■Make recommendations during the Congress/IEC of programmes which are best suited for international action and which should be given priority in developing strategies, taking into consideration budget and financial constraints.  Priority is to be given to those programmes that can most unite the worldwide membership, mobilize women, and strengthen WILPF International at the grassroots; Draw up the final list of programmes approved.

After Congress/IEC

■Facilitate the implementation of the approved programmes by providing information to all interested Sections choosing to work on any particular programme. This information is to include the name and address of the person/s from each Section who will be the contact point for the programme, as well as the type of expertise/information which the Section is prepared to share with others pertaining to the implementation of the programme;

■Organize the time line of action and budgets set aside for these programmes from the Sections working on them;

■Compile a report of the progress of these programmes for the Congress/IEC;

■Solicit from the Sections input on emerging issues that need to be addressed at the following Congress/IEC.

The term of service, committee operation, decision-making, planning, and budgeting modes of the Programme Committee are consistent with those applicable to all Standing Committees, and are expressed in the policy # 1 above: "POLICY ON WILPF INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES."

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

WILPF is committed to dealing with personnel matters and relationships in all fairness and consistency, and in the strictest confidence to respect the privacy and integrity of the persons concerned.

Reporting to Congress and the IEC, working in close collaboration with the Officers and Staff, WILPF's Personnel Committee is mandated to ensure that necessary policies and procedures are developed, kept up to date, and appropriately administered.

These policies and procedures will include principles and processes for staff hiring, evaluation, termination, fair remuneration, conflict resolution and grievance procedures, training and development, all standard conditions and benefits such as health, safety, pension, vacations, bereavement leave and civic duty leaves in accordance with the law of the country(ies) and WILPF's guiding philosophy of justice and equity.

The commitment to formalize personnel policies, benefits, and fair remuneration implies a financial burden which WILPF will need to carry.  The Personnel Committee will work in collaboration with the SG, Officers, the SFC, and the International Fundraiser to ensure adequate resources.

The Personnel Committee is composed of five members nominated by Congress/IEC. Ideally, one member will be one of the Officers and two will be selected from within the IEC. A staff member or a person nominated by staff will also be part of the committee. The chair should preferably have relevant experience and expertise in workplace issues.

The term of service, committee operation, decision-making, planning, and budgeting modes of the Personnel Committee are consistent with those applicable to all Standing Committees, and are expressed in the policy # 1 above: "WILPF INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES."

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE

WILPF's Constitution Committee (SCC) has the following mandate to:

- Initiate or receive, at least six months in advance, from Sections, Officers, or IEC, proposed amendments to the WILPF Constitution; 

- Review the proposed amendments to ensure that they are in keeping with the spirit of WILPF and enhance the possibility of achieving its goals; 

- Recommend necessary constitutional changes to Congress by

---presenting them to the SG in time for distribution to Sections at least two months in advance of Congress, and

---facilitating the discussion concerning these amendments during the allocated time at Congress.

The composition, term of service, committee operation, decision-making, planning, and budgeting modes of the SCC are consistent with those applicable to all Standing Committees, and are expressed in the policy # 1 above: "POLICY ON WILPF INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES."

INTERNATIONAL FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

The International Fundraising Committee (IFC) works closely with the

International Fundraiser and the Standing Finance Committee to:

■Ensure that a responsible plan, including funds for the International Fundraiser, is drawn up for securing resources to implement the plans and programmes approved by Congress/ IEC. Once this has been finalized, the IFC will make the necessary recommendations to the SG and the International Officers/IEC;

■Ensure the development of, and recommend to the International Officers, ethical and effective fundraising policies and procedures; 

■Work closely with the International Fundraiser to ensure that fundraising plans and their implementation are coordinated effectively with the Sections/IEC members/etc., where appropriate;

■Interface and collaborate with the Jane Addams Peace Association (JAPA) and with any other such associations or foundations that may be created in different Sections; Maintain ongoing communication with the SFC. 

The composition, term of service, committee operation, decision-making, planning, and budgeting modes of the IFC are consistent with those applicable to all Standing Committees, and are expressed in the policy # 1 above: "POLICY ON WILPF INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES."

FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE

The mandate of the Finance Committee is as follows:

- Develop financial policies and procedures for recommendation to the international Officers;

- Ensure that such policies and procedures are kept up to date, and are appropriately administered;

- Receive, through the International Treasurer, from the Secretary General, the short, medium, and long-term budgets of WILPF International, and to review and recommend them to the International Officers;

- Receive, approve and submit to the Officers, through the International Treasurer, accurate and clear financial statements in such a manner that the up-to-date financial condition of WILPF can be easily grasped by the membership via their IEC/Congress delegates;

- Prioritize and make recommendations for decision by the International Officers for the allocation of funds for special projects.  Special Projects will only be considered for funding if they are in line with IEC/Congress priorities;

- Establish parameters for the approval of funding for "emergency projects," and to bring this to the Officers and IEC for discussion and adoption.  Once a mechanism is adopted, the Committee, in consultation with the Officers, has the authority to allocate money to "emergency projects" within these agreed upon parameters;

- Receive, through the International Treasurer, from Sections hosting IEC/Congress meetings, a projected budget 6 months in advance and a concrete and detailed budget at least 2 months prior to the meeting.  Sections will also have to submit a final statement of accounts two months after the conclusion of the meeting.  This is to facilitate the Committee's work in planning and providing information for evaluation;

- Ensure effective communication and cooperation with the Fundraising Committee;

- Oversee the management of the Legacy fund;

- Maintain an active and mutually supportive relationship with the Jane Addams Peace Association (JAPA);

- Request all Sections, through the International Secretariat, to submit an annual membership tally to facilitate a fair assessment of Section fees. Any changes to the general formula of calculating Section fees will be put before the whole IEC/Congress for approval;

- Provide Sections, as needed and when asked, with support and training for their financial record keeping and management.

The SFC operates under the leadership of the International Treasurer and will include a representative from JAPA and/or other WILPF international funds or foundations. The composition, term of service, committee operation, decision-making, planning, and budgeting modes of the SFC are consistent with those applicable to all Standing Committees, and are expressed in the policy # 1 above: "POLICY ON WILPF INTERNATIONAL STANDING COMMITTEES."

MANAGEMENT AND ALLOCATION OF LEGACIES, DEDICATED GIFTS AND LARGE DONATIONS

1.  The Finance Standing Committee is responsible for ensuring the sound management of the Legacy and Large Donations Fund.  It maintains consistency in policies and procedures between this Fund, the Jane Addams Peace Association

(JAPA) and any other Funds, Associations or Foundations that may be created or collaborated with to support the goals and objectives of WILPF International in^different countries. The Committee will also ensure effective liaison and good communication with the Fundraiser and Fundraising Committee.  JAPA currently manages legacies and earmarked funds within the United States.  Policies are needed to manage legacies, foundation, or other earmarked and not dedicated large donations in other countries, as well as donations made directly to WILPF International.  In addition, policies must be established for the management of money which JAPA directs to WILPF International;

2.  All legacies or dedicated gifts shall be put in a specially segregated bank account (the Fund), unless otherwise stated by the donor. "Unearmarked money" shall be deposited in this same segregated fund.  "Unearmarked money" is defined as any sum above SFR. 30,000, which comes to JAPA, the International Secretariat,  or other WILPF fundraising organization, not for a stated purpose.  National Sections who are the recipients of such donations may want to consider using this same vehicle to share in a spirit of solidariety.  In the interim, the Collaboration Team meeting in New York in Feb. 98 decided that these gifts would be held by JAPA, since at the moment JAPA is the organization that has the policies and structures in place for appropriate money investment and distribution;

3.  With due regard to specific legislative constraints and regulations, five (5) percent  of each legacy or large donation, earmarked or not, can be used for operating costs of the International Secretariat.  This is intended as a one time administrative fee, not as an annual allocation.  Sections which receive legacies and large donations are invited to forward a percentage to this Fund to support WILPF's International work;

4.  The Fund shall be invested and managed in a financially and ethically sound manner consistent with WILPF's values and principles;

5.  The money in the Fund, apart from the percentage specified in point 3, shall not be used, in whole or in part, to supplement the annual operating income of WILPF, unless, under extreme emergency conditions, expressly recommended and justified to the IEC by the SFC and approved by the IEC;

6.  When an application is made to the Fund, a written statement of the project must be submitted incorporating the following information:

■the objectives and goals of the project

■the expected outcomes

■how the project fits into WILPF's current International Programme and Policies

■the means by which the objectives and goals will be achieved 
■the total cost and duration of the project

■other sources of funds being solicited and the amounts requested

■the project's reporting and evaluation procedures and schedule
■the list of persons who will be working on the project, their responsibilities and qualifications. The written submissions will be circulated among the Secretary General, the Programmeme Committee and the Standing Finance Committee.  It will be their task to make a recommendation to the International Officers on the merit of the submission.  Appropriate funds will be allocated, as available.

7.  The International Treasurer shall ensure that a record is maintained in the International Secretariat of all applications and funding approved from the Fund and of the process of their approval. The International Treasurer shall submit this information in an annual report to the IEC and Congress.  The Treasurer will also present the operating statement and the balance of the Fund account at all IEC meetings and Congress.

RAINBOW COMMITTEE

Recommendations To The IEC For The Post-Congress Rainbow Group

In light of the fact that the nature of the Rainbow work will change after the Congress, we recommend that the following be considered as a strategy to continue the momentum of WILPF's evolution into a more effective and efficient organization.

Recommendation 1

That the Organisational Development Committee (Rainbow) retain its name. This is to reflect the fact that the work of this committee is to assist in WILPF's ongoing organisational development and renewal.

Recommendation 2

That the membership of the Rainbow should comprise of two original Rainbow members and two/three members to be appointed by the IEC.  It is felt that a smaller committee is more appropriate to carry out the task of assisting in the implementation of changes agreed upon. It will be important to appoint members who have some experience in organizational development and a sound understanding of WILPF's ethos.

Recommendation 3

That the Rainbow's mandate remain unchanged, but with the following emphasis: "To assist all in WILPF to implement the changes agreed upon in Congress."

Recommendation 4

That the nature of the work of the Rainbow will cover the following:

1. Draw up an action plan, within three months from appointment of the new ODC, identifying areas of immediate concern to be worked upon, together with the whole Officers' group. 

Some of the areas to be included in a work plan are: 

a)  Complement draft operating manuals presented in the rainbow report and write supplementary ones as necessary.

b)  Assist with a process for Section development to ensure 

        -increased cultural sensitivity;  

        -clarity in the role of the International Secretariat in facilitating the Section's creation and development;

        -appropriateness of membership;  

        -integration of learning from previous experience (i.e. Sierra Leone, Albania and others);

        -Section support after the acceptance of new Section(s). 

c) Continue to consider WILPF in its entirety as a WHOLE organization, rather than a confederation of Sections.

2. Develop strategies, as needed, to assist each Officer/UN representative/employee to fulfil her mandate, together with the individual concerned.  This will include processes agreed upon with each individual on how the Rainbow can maintain contact with the individual.

a)  Evaluate implementation of the Rainbow report and organization development. 

3.  Review and evaluate their own work every six months.

4.   In light of the experience and knowledge accumulated from their work, to make recommendations, where necessary, to the annual IEC which would facilitate the ongoing organizational development of WILPF.
Recommendation 5

Advise the IEC as to the length of time the Rainbow Committee will need to be in existence and, if necessary, which mechanism should be put in place to continue the work assigned to them.

B.  AD HOC COMMITTEES 

WILPF INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS

As an international NGO, WILPF has a responsibility of ensuring that it maintains a list of publications which is relevant to the aims and objectives of the organization.  It is therefore proposed that an Ad Hoc Publications Committee be formed comprising of five (5) members of the organization with experience in publishing. The Publications committee will undertake to:

■Review or establish publishing policies for WILPF in terms of how texts are selected for publication, the basis of how the numbers printed are arrived at, the means by which selected clients of the publication are decided, and the budget involved;

■Compile a complete list of WILPF's publications, both past and present, and review this list and evaluate which amongst them contain material which is relevant today;

■Evaluate its findings and to come up with a proposal to the next IEC covering the following areas:

---The guidelines of publishing texts for WILPF - including issues such as what, which, how, why and how many texts should be published. 

---The format under which these texts will be published.

---The budget for publications evaluate circulation/distribution of WILPF∆s publications into the wider market.

■Undertake a parallel process to review WILPF’s periodicals, including Section or Regional publications, to analyze issues of duplication, distribution, gaps, costs, and organizational exposure, and to recommend changes. 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE

The Nomination Committee, reporting to the IC, shall be formed every three years. It shall be composed of seven (7) members, three (3) of which shall be members of the IEC. 

The Nominating Committee shall:

■Solicit, by letter six months before any sitting of the IC, from each NS, nominations for the offices of President,  four (4) Vice-presidents and Treasurer, and such nominations shall be in writing and received by the Nomination Committee no later than four (4) months before the sitting of the IC.  This letter shall include the names of the present incumbents; the name of those eligible for re-election and those willing to stand for office for a second term; the description of the role and responsibilities of each office and the complementary characteristics and skills needed. 

■Obtain from each nominee a declaration in writing stating her willingness to stand for the office; and

■Circulate a  list of nominations, including a brief biography of each nominee, to all NS,  members of the IEC, and to the nominees at least two months before the next sitting of the IC;

■Prepare the ballots containing the names of all eligible nominees for elections at Congress.

ELECTION COMMITTEE

An Election Committee is constituted at the beginning of Congress to facilitate and oversee the election process.

The Election Committee, reporting to Congress, shall be composed of members of the Nomination Committee and members elected by Congress to a total of five (5).  Members nominated for an office shall not be eligible to serve on the Committee.  Its role is to:

■Arrange a meeting, during Congress, in which the candidates introduce themselves to the Congress participants;

■Organize and carry out elections by secret ballot for each office for which more than one candidate is nominated, using the ballots showing all the eligible nominees, prepared in advance by the Nominations Committee;

■Assure proper control of the electoral procedure by distributing ballots only to accredited delegates in exchange for their voting cards; maintaining an orderly process during elections; tallying the votes; reporting the results to Congress.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING OFFICERS

A.  ON EXPECTATIONS FROM OFFICERS

Each Officer is expected to:

■Fulfill her mandate as expressed in the relevant role description;

■Respond in a timely and effective way to queries and correspondence related to her position;

■Be pro-active and provide, even if unsolicited, her input on emerging issues or potential opportunities or challenges to WILPF as an organization or to its programmes;

■Attend all scheduled Officers' Meetings, IEC meetings, and Congress, or if unable to attend to contribute her views by e-mail/mail/fax/phone, before the meeting commences and to attempt to establish a means through which she is kept informed of outcomes as soon as possible. As there are unforeseen circumstances which may prevent the fulfillment of assumed commitments, it will be necessary to engender team work among the Officers.  The Officers will from time to time help each other fulfill their obligations.  If, for whatever reason, one Officer is unable to fulfill these obligations, she will be expected to ask for leave of absence or to tender her resignation.  In the unlikely event that this does not occur, the remaining Officers may terminate her appointment.

B.  ON REGIONAL REPRESENTATION

The general membership is in agreement that diversity and its reflection in the leadership of the organization is vital.  However, there is no consensus yet on how the diversity of the organization shall be reflected in its leadership. While there is an underlying reluctance to select Officers or explicitly assign tasks on the basis of regions, achieving a degree of regional representation has been one of the major criteria used in the last few elections/appointments within WILPF.   As such, we recommend that a full discussion be held on this issue.  The ad-hoc regional grouping, which currently stands, must be investigated for its effectiveness.  Depending on the outcome of the discussion, the Leadership Development Committee can work on either:

 Collecting slates of potential candidates for the six positions as Officers regardless of the Sections and region they come from, considering regional or geographic representation as only one of the "diversities" to be included in the leadership; or, Assisting initially in the nomination for the agreed upon divisions of the world, and then collating slates of potential candidates for the four vice-presidents who represent these divisions respectively.  A separate slate will be prepared for the positions of President and Treasurer.  Candidates for these two positions will be selected without regard to their Section/region of origin or other categories of "diversity."

On the basis of a full discussion (as recommended above), the following can form the policy for filling casual vacancies between Congresses.

C.   ON FILLING OFFICER'S VACANCIES BETWEEN CONGRESSES

Positions among Officers may become vacant between Congresses and may need to be filled on an interim basis.  Should this occur, the remaining Officers will review the record of voting (either on a global or regional mode, depending on the approach adopted) at the last Congress, to identify the candidate with the next highest vote count and request that she fill the position until the next IEC/Congress meeting.

The selected person will fill the position until the next scheduled election. At that time she is entitled to submit her candidature again for the same or for another position, and, if elected, she will be eligible to stand for the two terms allowed by the Constitution.

D.  ON MANDATE RENEWAL FOR ELECTED POSITIONS

To ensure broad participation, inclusion of varied views, needs and talents, and active involvement of the broader membership, WILPF's elected and appointed volunteer positions must be time limited. However, to ensure continuity, care must be taken to make sure that the number of new appointees be kept at least equal to the number of continuing/previous members.

Members of the International Executive Committee (IEC) will serve for a maximum of two (2)  three  (3)-year terms. They may be subsequently elected or appointed to volunteer positions in WILPF (e.g. UN International Representative, UNSIR, Standing Committees, Officers: i.e. President, Vice-Presidents and Treasurer), in addition to their two terms as IEC members.

Non-IEC members of WILPF's standing committees may be appointed/elected as IEC members or as Officers, even though they may have served their full two terms in those committees.

To honor the desire of WILPF for renewed leadership, and given the presumed length of service and experience in various prior capacities of the President, Vice-Presidents and Treasurer, it is suggested that the incumbents will not present themselves for consideration for the same or other positions in the Officers' group after serving for the maximum of two three year terms. They are encouraged to continue their contribution to WILPF as mentors to new members and new appointees.

Nevertheless, after one term out of elected/ appointed office, all members may stand again for office.

E.  ON NOMINATING CANDIDATES FOR INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

[For information only:  suggestions to the Sections]

All Sections have an opportunity to nominate candidates for the elections held at each Congress for the positions of International Officers---the President, four Vice-Presidents, and Treasurer---for elections at each Congress.  This is a task which should be undertaken after considering the following factors:

What qualities should the nominee have to enable her to fulfill her responsibilities well?

What experience should the nominee have to enable her to perform her task well?

Sections could use the draft recommendations for the roles of these Officers which were generated from the IEC meeting in England to help answer these questions. (They can be found in the package which was mailed to Sections from

Geneva in November, 1997).

Once these factors have been ascertained, then the next step will be to find out if there is a woman in the Section who is able and willing to be nominated. It may not always be possible to nominate somebody with the suitable qualifications from each Section. However, the Section's responsibility does not end there!  Sections can nominate a WILPF member from another Section to fill any of the vacant positions with the consent of both the member and her Section.

Early in the Congress year, Sections will receive a letter from the LDC, if it is decided that it functions also as Nominations Committee, listing the vacancies to be filled, and later in the year they will receive a listing of the nominations from the different Sections. Sections can get to know the various candidates by contacting the candidates personally or in writing and asking them the appropriate questions to elicit the information needed that will enable the Section to decide.  It is important for each Section to make the best possible choice as these women will be responsible in steering WILPF for the next three years. 

IV. RESOURCES AND SUGGESTIONS

A.  ON STARTING A WILPF SECTION

[For information only]

INTRODUCTION

National Sections are an essential component of WILPF.  They share and adopt the vision of the total organization and its democratic, participatory way of work.  They carry out the decisions of Congress and of the IEC at the national level through their programmes and grassroots activities, in a way that is appropriate to their national conditions.  Through the Sections, members take part in determining the policy and programmes of the international organization.  They provide support for the international structure by making financial contributions, networking to share information, and providing inspiration and ideas for action.  

Although WILPF exists in more than forty countries around the world, there are numerous opportunities for expanding the breadth and depth of the organization. It is possible to start a Section in a country if there is at least one enthusiastic woman who believes in WILPF's aims and objectives.  For ease of reference, we shall call these women the Starters.  Of course, it is not possible to start a Section in a country where there are already WILPF Sections!  Only one Section can represent a country at WILPF's international meetings.  The Starter is best advised to contact WILPF's International Office at 1, rue de Varembe, Geneva, Switzerland, to check on her country's status, and to obtain relevant material for beginning her work.  One Section can, however, have many branches, so that women who are interested in convening a local branch will still find the following information useful.

To bring a new Section into being, the Starter will need to attract potential members and to turn these into active members!  She can begin the process by first contacting other like-minded women and introducing the work of the organization to them.  Experience demonstrates that one-on-one contact is the best way to cultivate new members.  Personal interactions are important, since women will only join an organization if they are attracted to the general spirit brought to it by other women.

It is important at this time to introduce attractive publicity material from WILPF which touches upon the current interest of the potential member.  For example:  if the potential member is especially interested in the emancipation of women, the Starter can present information both in printed and verbal form on the aspects of WILPF's work which are related to this issue.  The Starter can highlight what WILPF does internationally to promote the rights of women. One tip is to tell the individual stories of women and how they are helped by WILPF.  Translating the abstract, international concepts to the personal, individual level generally speaks to people's hearts.  The Starter should have the same sensitivity and openness when interacting with potential members interested in Disarmament, Human Rights, Justice, etc. as all these issues are intimately connected.

The Starter needs to be patient.  Some women may not be able to join right away, but by leaving a favourable impression of the organization they may choose to join later, when circumstances permit.  Nonetheless, if the Starter has the ability and good fortune to convince potential members to become involved in the organization, it will be important to begin with a confidence building exercise where potential members get to know each other and establish a comfortable understanding of how WILPF's work can be carried out in that country.  Unfortunately, the aims of WILPF cannot be realized overnight.  It is necessary to make sure that WILPF members work in an environment which nurtures them so that we remain sustained for the long haul!  A getting to know you session followed by a general discussion of the women's vision for the world and the type of activities they are interested in undertaking can be a good start. 

With the globalization of the world's economy and security structures and the inter-related and  multifaceted causes of conflict, it is seldom that national issues do not have an international resonance.  As such, the new group can discuss ways of understanding and sharing the information about the connections of local/national issues to the international arena.  Remember, WILPF's women work for peace across national boundaries!

It goes without saying that Starters must be incredibly patient and have a good sense of humour!   Sometimes it takes months of persuasion and lobbying to motivate the numbers necessary to start a Section.  There are many international and national organizations which are active and looking to recruit new members.  We also need to remember that with the changing nature of work, women have more demands placed on them in terms of child care, paid employment, unpaid work, family care, and so on.  It is WILPF's uniqueness that will draw like minded women to the organization, since WILPF is the only international women's peace organization which has been in existence for over 80 years, with a great tradition and history of smart, vibrant and creative women!

BEGINNING

Once the Starter has attracted at least 10 women to join in furthering WILPF's aims and objectives, she can bring a Section into being.  She can ask for the help and support of the International Secretariat in Geneva.  When she feels that the time is right, the Starter can organize an official meeting with the interested women with the purpose of formally constituting the new Section.

This event will normally take place after initial meetings where the women got to know each other and each other's visions in a relaxed atmosphere.  The meeting for constituting the Section, depending on the cultural singularities, can include a 'lighting the candle' exercise, in which the women are symbolically continuing the WILPF tradition of carrying forward the visions and dreams of their foremothers for world peace.  The group may want to choose a pleasant venue with some festivities and publicity to inaugurate the new Section.  This is an opportunity to take plenty of photos, invite the media and if possible, write an account of it for the International Peace Update (IPU).  The Starter may want to invite a WILPF Officer or a well known WILPF woman to celebrate the birth of the new Section.

It is recommended that one of the first meetings held should be devoted to making known the aims and principles of WILPF, as outlined in the constitution, as well as seeking agreement on the ways the group will interact.  A democratic, participatory spirit should be the norm.  The group can use the vision statement and other available materials adopted by the Congress as a starting point for deciding their modus operandi.  Other matters which the group will have to decide upon are the frequency and venue of meetings, subscriptions to the IPU, and membership fees.  The Starter can contact the International Treasurer or the Secretary General to find out how much of their membership fees will go towards supporting the international office and the international work that WILPF undertakes.

THE NAME AND THE LOGO

Of course, the name of the new Section will be translated into the relevant language of that country, using acronyms as necessary. For ease of reference, and because the name of the organization is so long, it is recommended that it be also called WILPF-country x (e.g. WILPF-France, WILPF-Nepal, WILPF-Brazil). The logo of WILPF should be used on letterheads, publicity material, etc.. This will facilitate the identification of all Sections as belonging to WILPF and promote recognition of WILPF internationally. 

THE FIRST FEW MEETINGS

Being part of a new Section is exciting, since everyone has an opportunity to build the foundation for the work of the organization.  It is recommended that a general consensus be adopted of encouraging all participants to have a say before any decision is made.  It is important that the woman chosen to facilitate meetings have the necessary skills to conduct participatory and yet disciplined meetings.  It is also a good idea to encourage other women to take on the role of meeting facilitator so that the group establishes an ethos of training women to be proficient in a variety of skills.  It will be important to formalize the agreement reached on how the group will work together.

It may be necessary to have a brain storming session to list the range of activities which the group may be interested to undertake, keeping in view the programs already endorsed by WILPF at the international level.  As it is generally not possible to take on all the proposals put forward, a process of setting priorities can take place together with the estimated time line of the activities.  Once this is decided, the women may wish to break up into smaller groups to work on the different proposals which have been agreed upon. Their task can include drawing up a budget, fundraising, ideas for action, etc..  These small groups can then report back to the whole group on the ideas generated.

It is useful to write down all key decisions to ensure the continuity of the process.  Once the group decides which activities it will work on in the coming six months/year, they can draw up a list that clearly summarizes who is doing what, how the work will be shared, and how decisions will be reached.  This written record will serve as a future reference.

The group may also wish to put together an attractive leaflet which outlines WILPF's aims and objectives, as well as examples of upcoming activities and the time, date and venue of meetings.  Such leaflets are useful for handing out during marches, gatherings, other meetings, etc., to attract new members to the organization.

Adequate turnover of the officers and evaluation mechanisms for the work of the Section must be included in the establishment of the national Sections' structures.  The group must also decide on the decision-making structure of the

Section and how officers are to be nominated.  They will need to decide on the period of time that Officers can serve, as well as how the Officers will report back to the general membership.  Some national Sections have two meetings a month---one for the secretariat and another for the whole group.  This means that the nitty-gritty business of handling correspondence and the like is dealt with in the secretariat, thereby enabling the general meeting to be a place where women come together to discuss issues and workshop ideas, and to plan campaigns.  All these suggestions may or may not be suitable for your Section.  It will be important for the women to decide what format they wish to apply.   A period of experimentation may be necessary before a formula is decided upon!  The women will also have to make a decision about who can take on the role of international executive member.  A list of her responsibilities is available from the Geneva office.  Ideally, this woman should have easy access to a telephone, fax machine and e-mail.

FINANCES

The women must decide at an early stage the general guidelines on how to deal with finances.  How will money from membership dues be handled?  Who will take charge of donations?  Who will handle fundraising?  Which bank/financial institution should the Section use?  How many signatures are needed on cheques?

These are just a few of the questions that need to be answered.

As a general rule, new Sections do not need to pay a contribution to WILPF International during the first year.  However, during this time, the Section should take the opportunity to plan how it can meet its financial obligations from the second year onwards.  The expectations for contributions are different for Sections in industrialized and non-industrialized countries.

Each country has its own rules for official recognition and registration of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) such as WILPF.  Recognized organizations usually enjoy fiscal advantages.  It is important to explore this possibility.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

In the beginning, the minutes of meetings and other papers can be held at the home of a member.   Depending on how the Section develops, women may wish to consider the possibility of setting up an office and a roster of volunteers to run it.  This is an important move which needs to be analyzed financially.  Not only are there cost obligations, but there are also considerations of where this office should be located for easy accessibility.  Communication by telephone, answering machine, fax and computer may also be necessary to enable the office to run smoothly.  There are some Sections which share office space with like-minded organizations to save costs and this may be an option for your Section to consider.  As always, the key to developing a successful Section is advanced planning and careful management!

In the meantime, the women will have to decide on the public's point of contact with the organization.  Some Sections have appointed women with access to a telephone, fax, and/or e-mail to serve as the contact person.  Their numbers are listed as the official contact point in all publicity material for members of the public to be in contact for more information.

Unfortunately, WILPF international does not have the resources available to translate our available literature into languages other than English. Therefore, as most WILPF Sections are located in non-English speaking countries, WILPF members have taken on the responsibility of translating relevant documents into the language of their own country.

Sections are in regular communication with the International Secretariat in Geneva.  They receive regular mailings from Geneva with information on upcoming international meetings, international programmes and other matters relevant to Section activity.  In turn, Sections are responsible to submit an annual report detailing their activities during the previous year, well in advance of the upcoming Congress/International Executive meeting.  Sections with several branches must collaborate on a single report dealing with the Section as a whole.  Sections can also forward any information relevant to WILPF's work which will help the International Secretariat and UNIR's in their lobby work.

GENERAL HINTS

■The process of creating a new Section is very exciting and challenging.  Try to complete the major task of setting up the group's structure and related business within three to six months. Once this is established, the whole group can work actively towards studying, planning, and organizing possible campaigns.

■It will be a good idea to recruit some women with writing and layout skills to develop the Section's own material in the local language.  Attractive presentation is important.  It is advisable not to print too many copies in the beginning because a new Section will find that itself evolving rapidly and will learn many things quickly.  Distributing out of date material is a huge public relations mistake.

■The early stage of the Section's development can be an excellent opportunity to recruit many new women, particularly if meetings take place in a participatory and lively environment.  Potential members may also be attracted to the opportunity of shaping an organization that appeals to them.

■Remember that one of WILPF's major attractions is the fact that it is an international organization which gives plenty of opportunity for women to build links with other women from around the world for a common cause.  Make it widely known that WILPF offers internships and also runs the Gertrud Baer Seminar once a year.

■A good way of developing the new Section and building a profile in the community is to participate in coalitions.  Choose your coalition partners carefully.  A strong point to push for entry into coalitions is the fact that WILPF, with its consultative status at the UN, can contribute significantly to the lobbying efforts of the coalition.

■Encourage members to learn the history of WILPF by reading such books as Pioneers for Peace, by Gertrude Bussey and Margaret Tims, and Women For All Seasons, by Catherine Foster.  The stories of individual women who have shaped WILPF over the decades are inspirational and will help new members maintain the 'fire in their belly' for continuing their peace work.

■At some stage, it will be useful for the new Section to form links with other WILPF Sections in its region. This will give the new Section an opportunity to network around issues of common concern and to tap into the experience of older Sections in building membership and running campaigns.

B.  ON ORGANIZING LARGE WILPF-MEETINGS

[For information only]

Introduction

It is recommended that the meeting be planned in good time to allow full cooperation between the International and the Host Section in whose country the meeting will be held.  The two groups should clearly designate the tasks to be completed and all the deadlines to be met.  Their joint work should be carried out in a spirit of cooperation, trust and goodwill.  Therefore, open and frequent communication among the Host Section, the Officers, the Secretary General (SG), and the Geneva Office Manager is essential.  Towards this end, these guidelines should be made available to the Guest Section to clarify their roles and responsibilities.  

There are generally two ways in which a Section may host an international meeting.  The Section may put in an application, or the Officers may ask a Section to host a meeting.  Once the venue has been fixed, it will be necessary for the Host Section to start planning, often up to three years before the event.  Ideally, the location for the following two Congresses should be fixed at each Congress meeting.

Main Elements and Goals of Large WILPF Meetings

There are three main elements to consider in organizing WILPF International

Meetings:

1.  Agenda/Content

It is the responsibility of the Officers, in cooperation with the SG, to set the agenda and to determine the content for the meeting.   Normally the IEC presents suggestions or proposals for these matters in prior meetings.  The Host Section may also present proposals or suggestions for content and agenda items.  All concerned should also work together to draw up objectives for the meeting and ways in which the objectives can be met.

2.  Finances

This is the responsibility of the International Treasurer, who works in consultation with the Standing Finance Committee (SFC), the SG and the Host Section's Organizing Group.  WILPF’s new proposed Fundraising Staff member and the Fundraising Committee will also assist the Host Section and the International Treasurer.

3.  Logistics

This is the responsibility of the Geneva Office Manager who will work in cooperation with the Host Section's Organizing Committee.

Every large WILPF meeting should encompass the following basic goals:

■Engendering the spirit of cooperation amongst members and commitment to WILPF.

■Enhancing the community spirit of WILPF through shared activities of community building.

■Sharing information, enhancing education, and strategizing amongst members on the relevant issues of concern to WILPF.

It is also recommended that all international meetings conclude with a strategy for action regarding the various issues discussed, as well as a full evaluation exercise which covers such areas as:  What went well?  What can be improved?

What do we need to change?  How can we provide better input?, and so on.

Early Steps for Finances and Planning

It is the responsibility of the Host Section to submit a full budget together with an estimation of how much it expects the International Office to contribute.  Once this budget has been submitted to Geneva, the International Treasurer, in consultation with the SFC, must then provide a financial framework of the costs which will be borne by the International Office.  It may not always be possible to meet the budgetary expectations of the Host Section.  In such cases, a revised budget should be drawn up and agreed upon by all concerned.  Possibilities for fundraising should be canvassed by the International Treasurer with the Host Section, the proposed Fundraising Staff member and the Fundraising Committee.  Where necessary, the SG may consult with the SFC and the International Treasurer to advance a sum of money to the Convenerr of the Organizing Committee of the Host Section to enable the Section to begin its planning.  All money spent on the international meeting must be accounted for. 

It is important for the Host Section to understand that holding an international meeting will call upon resources, both financial and human, above that required in its normal functioning.  However, it is also a golden opportunity for the Host Section to generate local publicity about its work, enlarge its membership and rejuvenate the spirit of its existing members.

The Host Section needs to mobilize a local group of women who will be prepared to assist in the task of planning the meeting.  It is anticipated that when a Section agrees to host an international meeting, it has already undertaken the following tasks:

■drawn up an estimated budget; 

and

■made a rough inventory of the work which needs to be done.

It is recommended that the Host Section begins the task by first holding a brainstorming session with all members interested in being involved.  The aims of this session are to establish the guidelines for working in the Organizing Committee, to determine the nature of work for the various working groups, and to designate coordinators of these working groups.  It is also recommended that the spirit of cooperation, inclusiveness and conflict resolution are modeled in each working group.

Suggested Working Groups of the Host Section’s Organizing Group and Some of Their Tasks

Previous experience has shown that the following working groups are necessary.

An outline of some of their tasks is provided.  Each Host Section is entitled to constitute working groups according to their needs, but the important guidelines for maintaining accountability should be maintained.

The Coordinating Working Group 

As Coordinators of their respective working groups, they come together to share the progress of their tasks, the problems they face, and the solutions they need to find.  This group is essentially the coordinating centre for the Host Section.  The Coordinators work to piece together the tasks which need to be undertaken within their respective deadlines and responsibility assignment.

This central plan is then used by all the working groups as a reference point for their own work.  All coordinators of the working groups should consult each other before making important decisions.

The Convener of the Coordinating Working Group is the contact person for the Host Section in its dealings with the International Officers, the Secretary General, and the Geneva Office Manager.  The Convener works with the International Officers and the Secretary General in determining the content and agenda of the meeting. Once this is finalized, the programme is then mailed to all Sections and Friends of WILPF by the International Office.  The Convener also maintains regular and frequent contact with the Geneva Office Manager in order to bring each other up to date on developments of the logistics of the meeting.

It is the task of the Coordinating Working Group to establish:

■ a list of possible dates, a selection of venues and their facilities for plenary and group meetings (taking into consideration the size and audio-visual needs, proximity to public transport, costs, conditions for rental, etc.).  It is also important to ensure that the meeting venue is equipped with office space and equipment (fax, phone, computer compatible resources, etc.); È a selection of various types of accommodation for participants (hotel/hostel) and meal arrangements (taking into consideration proximity to the meeting venue, public transportation, cost and cleanliness).

Once a comprehensive list has been compiled, the group will then make recommendations through the Convener to the International Officers, the Secretary General, and the Geneva Office Manager.

The working group will also ensure that there is an evaluation session in the programme of the international meeting.  It will be their task to take down the comments and feedback of the participants, as well as to compile a written record which will then be handed to the Host Section of the next international meeting.  A copy of that record will also be kept in the International office in Geneva.  Once the international meeting has concluded and the participants have departed, it will also be beneficial for the Host Section to hold a small celebration to thank all its volunteers!

Local Finances Working Group 

Once the Host Section has agreed upon the general outline for the international meeting, the Local Finances Working Group (Finances Group, for short) will be working towards the following:

■Establishing its own work plan which can be integrated with the overall work plan facilitated by the coordinators' working group;

■Defining and assigning responsibilities within the group;

■Setting deadlines for its own tasks and meeting schedules;

■Developing a realistic budget for the whole meeting.  This budget will be sent through the Convener of the Coordinator's Working Group to the International Treasurer and Officers for approval.  If any amendments need to be made, it will be the role of the Finances Group to make the necessary adjustments and ensure that the Host Section and the International Officers are in agreement with the final budget.  Once the budget has been finalized, the Finances Group will then make plans to attract suitable sponsors and work on its local fundraising.  The Finance Group will also be working closely with the International Fundraiser and the Fundraising Committee;

■Inquiring about the possibility of insuring against the possible cancellation of the meeting in the event of natural disasters, etc.  WILPF has not taken out insurance in the past as the cost has been prohibitive.  But such insurance is a possibility which must be considered because of the financial implications of a last-minute cancellation for any reason.

The Finances Group will also:

■Obtain a regular report (at least once a month) of the income and expenditure of all the working groups.

■Work closely with all the working groups to ensure that there is no deviation from the main budget which has previously been agreed  to with the International Officers.

■Organize the method in which Moines are received and paid, and maintain an up to date record of expenditures and income.

■Regulate the cash flow.

■Keep a record, if at all possible, of the voluntary hours and donated resources contributed by members towards organizing the meeting and provide a financial estimate of what this amounts to.  This information should be presented together with the accounts record of the meeting.

When the International Meeting is in progress, it will be the responsibility of the Finance Group to:

■Organize the registration desk in collaboration with the Logistics Group, collect the registration fee, and make the necessary arrangements to provide each participant with a badge.  In order to facilitate this process, the Host Section’s Organizing Group will be provided with the data base of all participants by the Geneva Office.

■Ensure that all participants have registered and make a note of those who have not paid upon registration in order to collect payment from them at a later date.

After the meeting, the Finance Group will:

■Balance the budget and making the necessary adjustments to close the accounts.

■Ensure the timely payment of all legitimate bills; and once these procedures have been completed, present the final statement of accounts to the Geneva Office Manager and International Treasurer through the Convenor of the Coordinators' Group.

Financial Coordination and Clarity

Lines of Responsibility

Once the final budget has been agreed to, the Secretary General will sign an undertaking of responsibility for it and authorize the opening a bank account dedicated solely for the purpose of the meeting. The host Finance Group shall ensure that each working group receives a copy of the budget, and that all working groups adhere to the budget during the day to day organizing in the lead up to the meeting.

Who Pays for What

There are some important points which must be clarified with the International Officers when presenting the budget.  Apart from designating the expected overhead expenses, both the Host Section and the International Officers must be clear on who will bear the expenses for the following:

■ Travel expenses, meal and/or accommodation costs for invited speakers.

■ Travel expenses, meal and/or accommodation costs for the Geneva staff, Officers, Representatives, Interns, members of special committees, etc.

■ Travel expenses, meal and/or accommodation costs for participants who require financial assistance, using the most recent "Travel Guidelines" established by WILPF.

■ Establishment of the registration fee, the closing date for registration, concessions for those who register and pay early and/or penalties for delayed payments and registrants.

■ The possibility of hiring an administrative assistant.

■ Allowance/Stipends to meet the travel/accommodation/meal costs for the Host Section's organizing group members and other volunteers during the meeting.

■ Costs and income connected with the Final Report. These can be included—or not--in the budget.

Mailings

Organizing an international meeting incurs a large mailing expenditure.  It will be important to estimate as accurately as possible the number of mailings which will be delivered to participants and/or Sections.  This should be clarified and included in the budget.  

The three main mailings are as follows:

■ The notice of the meeting.

■ The invitation to the meeting which will include the draft programme and registration form.

■ The confirmation mailing to be sent to all registered participants detailing the procedures for arrival, registration, transport and accommodation details, etc.

Local Logistics Working Group

The Local Logistics Working Group  (Logistics Group) will also organize its schedule of work to be integrated into the general framework of the Coordinators' Work Plan.  The Logistics Group should ideally operate from a fixed address with easy access to the telephone, fax and e-mail. 

Some of the responsibilities of this Group will be as follows:

■Administer the hiring of the venue after an agreement has been reached with Geneva regarding the type of venue to be used for the international meeting; also make the other related arrangements such as the provision of accommodation for participants.   Also, if the Finances Group has obtained a source of income through renting space at the international meeting totraders (e.g. books/crafts), it will be the role of this working group to ensure that a space in the meeting venue is dedicated to this purpose and that all related materials are provided to the traders.

■Work closely with the Finances Group to ensure that the budget is maintained.

■Administer, with the agreement of the Geneva Office Manager, the related mailings which have been agreed upon in the budget. 

■Work in consultation with the Geneva Office Manager to send and receive all registration forms.  These forms should request all the necessary information from participants to enable all the working groups to perform their tasks successfully.  Examples of details which may be requested include: whether the participant has special dietary requirements, their arrival and departure dates and their airline carriers, the contact telephone numbers for their closet relatives in case of emergency, etc.  It will be important to note in the registration form that it should be returned in the original and not be changed or adapted in any way.

■Organize the visas and related entry papers for participants who require them. This is a time consuming task which depends on government bureaucracy and it is recommended that it be undertaken well in advance.

■Maintain a thorough and organized filing system for all correspondence related to the meeting to ensure that volunteers have easy access to the information they require.

■Respond to all queries by participants/potential participants, confirm all registrations and acknowledge receipt of all Moines.  This function will be performed in close cooperation with the Finances Group.

■Organize the reception of all participants and if necessary, make necessary arrangements to meet participants at the airport/train/bus station.  It will be the role of this working group to ensure that each participant is welcomed personally and given clear instructions on how to seek information during and after the meeting.  It will be useful for this working group to provide participants with the organizational chart of WILPF together with a list of women whom the participants can go to for help during the meeting.

The working group will also:

■Liaise with the International Officers through the Convenor of the Organizing Group to ensure that all tokens of appreciation (flowers/gifts) are bought in advance and in readiness for the occasion.

■Organize the translations, and in liaison with the International Office Bearers, the minute takers for the official sessions.

■Oversee the compilation of all information and papers to be distributed to the participants before/during the meeting, including a list of all those who registered.

This working group also organizes events, functions, parties, excursions, etc. to take place during the breaks in the international meeting.  It may be necessary to form a sub-group to look specifically into this matter.

Apart from administering the obvious tasks, it will be the role of this working group to anticipate possible problems and to facilitate solutions for them. Such pro-active tasks may relate to traffic flows of people, the supply of documents in various languages, and coordinating the flow of discussions and issues.  Related tasks may include:

■Anticipating the timing and movement of people.

■Foreseeing the timing and paths of all documents (and eventual translation and/reproduction); 

■Foreseeing the course of ideas in the decision making process during the meeting.

■Ensuring that the meeting rooms are adequately furnished with the necessary materials (e.g. flip-charts, butcher's paper, pens, video facilities, etc.) and, if at all possible, to decorate the rooms with posters, banners, etc.!

Clean Up

Once the meeting has concluded, this working group will ensure that the meeting venue is returned to its original state.  The cleaning up process is important and WILPF's reputation can be made or broken by it.

Local Publicity Working Group

This working group organizes public relations for the meeting.  Like all the other working groups, it will submit its own plan of work and deadlines to be incorporated into the general work plan.

Its responsibilities include the following:

■Creating a logo for the meeting.  Ideally, this should reflect some relationship to the WILPF logo.

■Producing materials such as flyers, leaflets and posters.  If the budget permits, a special letterhead may also be designed.

■Organizing official photographers and video-film recorders. These individuals should ideally be drawn from WILPF's ranks.

■Sending invitations to sister organizations and special guests, in close liaison with the Local Logistics working group.

■Drawing up a publicity plan and organizing the necessary press releases to be sent out before, during and after the meeting.

■Developing a good rapport with individual reporters in the media well in advance of the meeting to ensure that we obtain maximum coverage.

■Organizing for the media to interview WILPF participants who may or may not be well-known, and/or our special guests.

Final Report Committee

This Working Group should be established before the meeting takes place. Its role includes:

■Ascertaining the cost of printing the report in various countries, as well as the cost of mailing.

■Preparing a budget of its projected expenses and income connected with producing the report.  This may or may not be included in the general budget of the meeting.

■Preparing a number of lay-out designs of the report in advance.  The final lay-out design will be determined by the quantity of material to be included as well as the agreement of the other working groups on how the material should be presented.

■Designing the cover of the Final Report in advance to facilitate timely printing.

■Ensuring that all minutes, photographs, articles, graphics, etc. to be included in the Final Report are collated in good time.  This working group will be responsible for editing and overseeing the lay-out process.

■Ensuring that the draft of the final report will be submitted to the Coordinators' Working Group, the Secretary General, and the International President for comment and approval before it is printed.

■Organizing the distribution of the Report in consultation and cooperation with the International Office.

C.  ON PARTICIPATING at CONGRESS of the WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE

& FREEDOM (WILPF)
WELCOME TO WILPF!

This booklet is designed to help new members and first-time Congress attendee such as yourself find your way around the Congress.  It will give you a general overview of WILPF and how it functions.  If this is your first Congress, please feel free to ask questions and to sit in on meetings to get an idea of where you would like to be active.  With so many events going on at Congress, you may feel unsure about how the whole event operates.  Besides participating in the plenary sessions, workshops, working groups, round tables, and panel discussions you can be an observer at meetings of ad hoc and standing committees. Social events should provide good opportunities to have fun and to meet women from all over the world who work for peace and freedom.  We hope that this booklet will help you piece the jigsaw together!

HISTORY OF WILPF

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is an international organization working through national Sections, branches and individual members and groups, for global common good as the only way to achieve a permanent peace based on justice and freedom.

It was this spirit of internationalism that brought more than a thousand women to the Hague in 1915.  They defied all barriers, rising above nationalism, to denounce war, and to call and work for a permanent peace.  The participants formed the International Committee of Women for Permanent Peace.  They planned to hold a second conference at the time and place of the inter-governmental peace conference to be held at the end of the war.  But when the time came in 1919, they could not meet in Versailles, the venue of the inter-government conference, so they gathered in Zurich, instead.  The women were opposed to the Treaty of Versailles.  They saw in it the seeds for another war, because the victorious powers had imposed conditions on those they had defeated and made no attempt to remove the causes of the war.  The women decided to make their Committee a permanent organization to be known as the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.  They agreed on a structure, and adopted a constitution.* Although the Constitution of WILPF has been modified over the years, the basic principles and objectives of the organization have remained unchanged.   As a living organization, WILPF's structure, method of work, and activities evolve over time, but its aims and objectives remain intact and preserve the integrity of the organization.

After the Congress, you may wish to find out more about the history of WILPF by reading Pioneers for Peace, by Gertrude Bussey and Margaret Tims, which deals with WILPF's history from 1915 to 1965, and Women for All Seasons, by Catherine Foster, covering the period after 1965. [*This booklet may include, at the back, a copy of WILPF's constitution and by-laws.]

THE STRUCTURE OF WILPF

Congress

The Congress is the highest decision-making body of WILPF, and is held every three years.  Programmes and policies evolve from the Congress, where many points of view and experiences within WILPF are heard and incorporated into a genuinely global plan of study and action.  All members of WILPF are encouraged to attend the Congress, but only delegates designated by the Sections and members of the International Executive Committee are entitled to vote.  The Constitution stipulates that each Section, regardless of its size, may designate five delegates and five alternates to the Congress.  Sections with a paid up membership of 5,000 or more are entitled to three delegates more.  Each Section decides its own criteria and its procedure governing the selection of its own delegates.  It is then the task of these delegates to work together at Congress to decide the basic policies, priorities, programmes, and actions of WILPF.  While every effort is made to reach consensual decisions, a vote is called when this is not possible.  The Constitution sets out voting procedures. 

Themes of recent Congresses include:  World economic crisis --Causes, Consequences and Cures (1986); Women Building a Common and Secure Future (1989); New Challenges, New Hopes in Our Changing World (1992); 80 years (of WILPF) and Beyond (1995).

International Officers

During each Congress, Sections vote for six Officers:  a WILPF President, four International Vice-Presidents and a Treasurer who are accountable to the Congress through the IEC.  The Officers are responsible for overseeing the implementation of the policies and programmes decided upon by the Congress and the IEC, for the finances, and for the substantive preparations of international meetings.  If necessary, they also take decisions between meetings of the IEC and Congresses, in response to international developments.

They work closely with the Secretary General (SG) and issue statements as well as represent WILPF officially.  They meet at least once a year in conjunction with the IEC, and more often, if financial resources permit.

International Executive Committee (IEC)

The International Executive Committee (IEC) is made up of at least one delegate and an alternate, if possible, designated by each Section, the international Officers, the chairs of all standing committees, all international representatives as well as the Secretary General (SG), and the Director of WILPF's UN office in New York.  The IEC ensures that the decisions of Congress are carried out and considers matters arising between Congresses.  It is accountable to Congress.

The role of the IEC member is to ensure that while keeping her Section's perspective in view, she has the mandate and agreement of her Section to adopt alternative stand points which she feels will best serve the interests of WILPF as a whole.  The IEC member is responsible for maintaining good liaison and networking between the IEC and her Section.

IEC meetings are held annually.  Often a seminar will be held jointly with an IEC to explore an issue of contemporary concern in more detail.

National Sections

National Sections (often referred to just as Sections), are an essential feature of WILPF.  They carry out the decisions of Congress and of the IEC at the national level through their programmes and grassroots activities, in a way appropriate to their national conditions.  Through the Sections, members take part in determining the policy and programmes of the international organization. They are the life-blood of WILPF.  They provide support for the international structure through financial contributions, networking in the sharing of information, and providing inspiration and new ideas for action. Local groups within a country are called branches.

The International Secretariat

WILPF's International Secretariat coordinates, in a cooperative and consultative manner, the work of the organization.  The Secretariat is accountable to Congress and the IEC and is responsible for carrying out the decisions of the Congress and the IEC, and for coordinating and administering programmes and actions.  The International Secretariat also disseminates information and maintains international relations with other bodies.  It is coordinated by the Secretary General (SG), who is a paid employee of the organization.  She liaises with the President and other Officers, as well as the Sections, to ensure that the decisions of Congress and the IEC are implemented.

WILPF maintains two offices - one in Geneva from where the Secretary General works, and the other in New York, which is coordinated by another paid employee of the organization, the WILPF UN New York Director.  She reports back to and works closely with the Secretary General (SG). 

International Representation

Volunteer representatives to the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies are appointed by the IEC and report to international staff.  Representatives to specific meetings to which WILPF is invited are designated by the Officers, the Secretary General (SG), or by the Sections, in consultation with one another.

Members designated to represent WILPF speak in the name of the organization and represent its positions.  They are expected to share their experience with the membership of WILPF by reporting in International Peace Update, at IEC, in messages included in the monthly mailing from the international office, or in any other appropriate ways.

FINDING YOUR WAY AT CONGRESS

The Congress is preceded and followed by meetings of the IEC, the International Officers, and often by a seminar.  Within a Congress many different meetings take place - seminars on a specific topic, the Gertrud Baer Seminar, regional meetings, workshops, as well as a variety of discussion groups formed to focus on the development of WILPF's international policy and programme.

The substance and method of work at a Congress are decided by the IEC and the International Officers and approved by the members.  A number of ad hoc committees are set up at the beginning of the Congress and some standing committees meet during the Congress. The members of the committees are proposed by the IEC and approved by the Congress.  These ad hoc committees include:

The Congress Committee--This committee is established by the IEC and is composed of the President, the Vice President of the Region, Treasurer, the Secretary General, representatives of the host Section, and a representative of the Section hosting the previous Congress.  They can also enlist "specialists" (in media, for example), as necessary.  They have oversight responsibilities to see that the Congress achieves its goals in terms of content and process.  The actual logistics for running the Congress are the responsibility of the Host Section.

The Policy and Resolutions Committee--This committee has the responsibility of coordinating the resolutions submitted by Sections and policy statements emerging from the Congress meetings.  It suggests emergency resolutions related to a pressing situation.  Its members review all resolutions, eliminate duplications and edit the texts for adoption by the Congress.  Resolutions should come from prepared study, documentation and discussion in the Sections, ideally well before the Congress.  However, workshops and round tables may draft resolutions for integration into the policy statement and/or action programme.

The Congress Steering Committee--This committee, established at the Congress, coordinates the entire agenda while the Congress is in session, incorporating changes as needed.  It also transmits the resolutions presented by the Policy and Resolutions Committee to the appropriate workshops, round tables or plenary sessions for action.

The Election Committee --This 5 member committee is made up from those appointed by Congress as well as those form the Leadership Development Committee (LDC).  Its mandate is to facilitate the election process of the six officers either by presenting a slate of candidates or by organizing the election by secret ballot.

WILPF also has a number of Standing Committees, which play a role at the Congress.  Typically, Standing Committees conduct face-to-face meetings with their members and perform a substantial portion of their business at Congress. Most of their work and their agenda have been prepared in advance through correspondence with their membership dispersed around the world.

Among the Standing Committees are Leadership Development, Program, Personnel, Constitution, Fundraising,  and Finance.  WILPF also has a number of operating and thematic ad hoc committees.

Workshops

Moderators, resource persons and topics for workshops are usually identified prior to the Congress by the organizers.  The workshops offer an opportunity to explore issues in detail. Workshops at the 1995 Congress included the following topics:  alternative economies, militarism and disarmament, alternatives to violence, environment and development, people-centred structures for governance, racism and migration, and indigenous peoples perspectives.  All Congress participants are welcome to participate in any and all of the workshops.

Regional Roundtables

The moderators of the regional roundtables are also usually appointed beforehand by the organizers, in consultation with the regions, to facilitate communication between Sections in the regions of Europe, the Americas, Asia-Pacific and the Middle East.  The roundtables work to define issues most central to questions of justice and peace in the respective regions and to facilitate networking.

Reports from Sections and Representatives at Congress Participants are asked to read reports from each country that are circulated in advance to the Congress. Prior reading of the Section reports saves time in meetings and allows Sections and individuals to initiate informed dialogue with each other.

The Gertrud Baer Seminar

Each year, WILPF organizes the Gertrud Baer Seminar, which is often held in conjunction with the IEC or the Congress.  Gertrud Baer was born in Germany and joined the Suffrage Movement in 1908, when she was eighteen years old.  After German women won the vote in 1918, Gertrud Baer devoted all her energy and work to the aims of WILPF. When the Second World War ended, she moved to Geneva to be the representative of WILPF at the UN.  Her permanent presence at the UN in Geneva promoted the image of WILPF within the international community.  She performed this task until 1972.  Her enormous contribution to WILPF, which began at a very young age, has inspired the organization to name this seminar after her.

The Gertrud Baer Seminar is structured so that newcomers to WILPF can get together, learn more about the organization, thoroughly discuss a variety of topics, and participate in the IEC meeting.  Past seminars have explored topics such as Women, Land and Natural Resources, Women Speak out on Militarism, Peace and Justice, Overcoming Racism--Living Together, and most recently Women's Visions for a Secure and Sustainable World Society.

Finally...

We hope this guide helps you navigate your way initially through the Congress. We also hope that you will find the Congress an enriching experience.  We look forward to getting to know you.  Do take this opportunity to make new friends across cultures and enjoy the vitality and challenges of being in a community of women passionate about peace and justice for the world!

D.  ON SELECTING CONGRESS DELEGATES

"DELEGATES" versus "PARTICIPANTS"

The Congress is an important opportunity for WILPF Sections around the world to meet together to help our organization become more effective in achieving our aims and objectives.  To this end, it is vital that Sections select delegates who will be able to participate productively and who have some experience of working at the local level.  Please do not confuse your "Section Delegates" with "participants."  Members from any Section are welcome to attend the Congress and enjoy the wonderful array of activities/ discussions; however, it is only the Section Delegates who will be able to vote on matters put before the Congress.  As such, it will be useful if Section Delegates are appointed with some care as they will form part of the decision-making process at the Congress.

PREPARATION OF DELEGATES

All delegates from your Section will need to be fully informed of the many issues which will be decided upon during the Congress.  In Baltimore, this will most likely include the recommendations for moving WILPF forward, and most definitely include the voting for new international Officers.  Your delegates will need to have sufficient knowledge of your Section's concerns/issues in order to make decisions at the Congress which will later affect the work of your Section and the well-being of WILPF as a whole.  It is also productive to arrive at an agreement with your delegates to ensure that the broader membership who did not have the opportunity to travel to Congress can have the benefit of a comprehensive report upon their return.  Other ways of giving feedback include branch tours, writing articles, etc.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

National

Needless to say, there will be many members who can afford to pay their own way to Congress.  But there may be others who will not be able to, and they may be better suited to represent your Section for one reason or other.  Consequently, sections may wish to set up a Section "Solidarity Fund" for travel expenses as a way to help pay the way of the women who would best contribute to Congress as delegates.  This is an important step to ensure that WILPF is representative of all classes of women, and that the organization can draw on the best talents to progress in its work.

International

In addition, Sections should make all efforts to contribute to the

International Development Pool coordinated by the Geneva office to enable delegates from Sections who may not have the financial capability to attend Congress/IEC.  This will be a good way to ensure that WILPF remains a truly international organization with participation from North, South and East.  As an organization concerned with global issues, we have to be vigilant in ensuring that our agenda is truly reflective of both women who live in the South, as well as the North and we can effectively do this by making sure that we have representation from all Sections.

E.  ON STAFF, INTERNS, AND VOLUNTEERS WORKING PRACTICES

This Part Contains Congress Decision Making Areas
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1.  Introduction

This document is meant to serve as a guide for staff, interns, and project volunteers in their work expectations, performance, and relationships.

As a non-profit organization, WILPF's work is done mostly by volunteers. Since there are more similarities than differences in the way volunteers and staff approach and perform their work, most of this document pertains to both.  The exceptions are:  # 6, which deals more specifically with volunteers; and # 7, which is specifically for staff and interns.

Individual Sections may adapt parts of this document for their own use.

2.  Welcome to WILPF

Welcome to WILPF!   For nearly a century, WILPF has been a leader in peace and justice activities around the world.  As a volunteer, member and/or staff of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, you are an important part of the world struggle for peace and freedom. You join thousands of similarly minded and striving women both in the present and in the profoundly exciting history of this organization.  Working for fundamental changes in economic and social systems, WILPF operates both nationally and internationally to minimize injustice and violence.  This is a challenge that demands determination and endurance for the long haul.

Pioneers in WILPF set up a structure in which democratic processes are not only guaranteed, but are essential to the existence of the organization.  This manual recognizes that each one of us needs to uphold and renew the professional and historical knowledge we possess as a thoughtful member committed to the future of WILPF.  It also affirms our goal to embody and model, in daily relationships, our commitment to work towards peace and justice in the world.  Each one of us makes a difference by what we do and by the spirit of peace with which we operate. You will find your work with WILPF rewarding as you are part of a worldwide movement for change.

3.  History, Mission and Philosophy of WILPF

History of WILPF

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is an international organization working through national Sections, branches and individual members and groups, for global common good as the only way to achieve a permanent peace based on justice and freedom.

It was this spirit of internationalism that brought more than a thousand women to the Hague in 1915.  They defied all barriers, rising above nationalism, to denounce war, and to call and work for a permanent peace.  The participants formed the International Committee of Women for Permanent Peace.  They planned to hold a second conference at the time and place of the inter-governmental peace conference to be held at the end of the war.   But when the time came in 1919, they could not meet in Versailles, the venue of the inter-government conference, so they gathered in Zurich instead. The women were opposed to the Treaty of Versailles.  They saw in it the seeds for another war, because the victorious powers had imposed conditions on those they had defeated and made no attempt to remove the causes of the war.  The women decided to make their Committee a permanent organization to be known as the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom.  They agreed on a structure, and adopted a constitution.  (You will find WILPF's constitution and by-laws at the back of this booklet.)   Although the Constitution of WILPF has been modified over the years, the basic principles and objectives of the organization have remained unchanged.   As a living organization, WILPF's structure, method of work, and activities evolve over time, but its aims and objectives remain intact and reserve the integrity of the organization.

The history of WILPF is outlined in two books: Pioneers for Peace, by Gertrude Bussey and Margaret Tims, which deals with WILPF's history from 1915 to 1965, and Women for All Seasons, by Catherine Foster, covering the period after 1965.

Mission, objectives, and philosophy of WILPF WILPF

 works towards the establishment of an international social and economic order based on meeting the needs of all people.  Its mission is to raise awareness and to make known the political, social, economic and psychological causes of war, to help abolish them, and to work for a constructive and permanent peace.

WILPF's main objectives are: 

■total and universal disarmament 

■peaceful settlement of conflicts

■abolition of violence and human rights infringements

■achievement of a sustainable environment and of political, social and economic

■co-operation among people.

■achievement of economic justice within and among states

■improvement of the status of women

To fulfill WILPF's mission and achieve its objectives, WILPF members, volunteers and staff adopt the following philosophy and values:

Each WILPF member (volunteer and staff) works towards these goals and objectives within herself, in her life and within her immediate sphere of influence.  WILPF members will help each other to improve their ability to resolve conflicts and differences in constructive ways and to find solutions that enhance fairness and justice for all.

All interaction within and among branches, Sections, International Executive Committee (ICE) members, the International Secretariat etc. will embody the spirit of inclusiveness, justice, openness and compassion which WILPF aims to further in the world.

4.  Relationships between Staff (including Interns) and Volunteers

As a membership based non-profit organization, WILPF depends mostly on committed volunteers supported by a small team of dedicated and competent staff.  The staff is responsible for the implementation of the directives, programmes and plans emanating from Congress, the IEC and the various policy committees.

The success of a non-profit organization depends on its ability to attract and to hold committed volunteers.  Giving them the opportunity to engage in meaningful work is the best way to build for tomorrow and to implement policies, raise public awareness, and build public pressure on decision-makers.

As in all non-profit organizations, volunteers in WILPF have two distinct roles:  policy setting, and implementation.

Members chosen to serve on the International Executive Committee or the Officers' group (President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer), are responsible for the orientation and governance of WILPF.  They are also the public face of WILPF.  They work as a team and are responsible for ensuring that WILPF attains the goals set at Congress/IEC.  (Elected volunteers may also serve as volunteer staff', in which case they adopt the reporting relationships outlined in the following paragraph.)

Volunteers implement policies.  In the first role (as policy setters), volunteers hold staff accountable for implementation of policies, and staff reports to them.  (For example:  at the international level, we have a policy to publish the International Peace Update (IPU), with a certain philosophical orientation determined by elected volunteers.  But they hold staff accountable for publishing the IPU).  In the second role, as implementers, volunteers become accountable to the staff and take direction from them to do their work.  This, of course, only applies to the parts of the organization which have both paid staff and volunteers.

5.  On Staff, Interns, and Volunteers Working Practices

Information flow

WILPF aspires to live its philosophy and values in all aspects of its work. Its mission can best be accomplished through team work and participation that encourages the development, expression, and contribution of individual talents. Each WILPF member, staff, intern, or volunteer must understand and be committed to achieving the broader mission and objectives of the organization.  It is essential therefore that plans and programmes, and their corresponding budgets and resource allocations, be developed jointly, as much as possible, by elected/ appointed volunteers, staff, interns and 'working volunteers'. Regular performance feedback will be provided, individually and organization-wide, in the form of periodic reports on progress and the attainment of goals.  Further, the responsibility and authority required to accomplish these goals are delegated as far as possible to the person doing the work.

To this end, staff, interns, and volunteers have the right to expect pertinent training and adequate support and resources for the task at hand, including full relevant information.

WILPF's management system and organization design are consistent with people's needs for challenge, interesting work, decision-making authority, personal growth, a desirable future, a sense of accomplishment and being part of a team. Personal development is fostered through on-the-job training, an open flow of information, regular meetings (where logistics allow), and outside educational opportunities, as well as through respect and positive reinforcement, including constructive criticism.

Procedure for resolving differences and conflicts

WILPF rules and regulations are well documented, kept to a minimum, and applied equally and fairly.  It is recognized, though, that in any work situation questions, misunderstandings, and a variety of problems will arise.  Conflicts, if well handled, can be a fertile ground for innovations and creative solutions.  The following are some principles and procedures that will help in conflict management.

WILPF believes that staff, interns, and volunteers, as well as any WILPF member who is dissatisfied with a decision or a situation, has the right to be heard. She should have an opportunity to express her view points regarding any question, concern, or problem related to her association with WILPF.  The very nature of WILPF is to be an active and creative peace-maker.  It models this by its ability to handle effectively its own internal conflicts.  The conflict resolution procedures should be as rapid and as uncomplicated as possible.

Conflicts must be dealt with within appropriate time limits and formality should be kept to a minimum.  The affected parties should be directly involved in all parts of the process.  If the parties consider it necessary, they may keep a record of their proceedings and of mutual agreements reached for future reference and for possible improvement of existing conflict resolution models.

The conflict resolution process is brought to the knowledge of the WILPF staff, interns, and volunteers by including it in this personnel policy manual, and ensuring that the manual is given to all new staff, interns, and volunteers when they start their engagement with WILPF.

The Personnel Committee will play a major role in the entire process outlined below.  It will be the committee's responsibility to ensure that WILPF staff, interns, and volunteers have ready access to a bank of trained facilitators in conflict resolution and people with expertise in organization design and group dynamics.

The preferred mode of resolution of conflicts is for the two parties to make every effort to address their differences promptly, as they occur, on a one-to-one basis.

If this approach has been attempted and has proven unsuccessful, it may be necessary to review the policies or practices underlying the conflict.  Often problems arise from lack of clarity, lack of appropriateness, or lack of understanding of existing norms.  In this case it may be necessary for the two parties to agree to ask for the help of one of the volunteers with expertise in organizational development (from the bank of volunteers mentioned above), to review the practices in question and recommend changes, either in their content or their application.

If this approach also is unsuccessful either party may ask for, and WILPF will provide, the assistance of a trained conflict facilitator to help resolve the difference.

Finally, if the conflict persists after all the above attempts have been made, it may be necessary for the senior staff person or the Personnel Committee to ask for one or both parties to discontinue her/ their association with WILPF.

While the above relates mainly to conflicts arising from the interaction between staff and volunteers working in WILPF's international offices, it is useful to note that similar steps can be followed for conflicts arising within a Section.  It may be useful for all Sections to have grievance procedures and conflict resolution guidelines.

Individual work evaluation

In WILPF, the evaluation process is an integral part of its commitment to the personal development of its staff, interns, and volunteers.  It is based on honesty, responsibility and trustworthiness and it involves the individual herself, her work colleagues, and the person to whom she reports and who is designated to be her linkage with the wider organization.  This may be the Secretary General, or a person delegated by her.  Even though the primary purpose of the evaluation in WILPF is to help in the growth of the person, it remains a very delicate process since it may affect the individual's self esteem, her income, or the time she is investing in volunteering.  Therefore all persons working within WILPF must be trained to perform effective personal evaluations.

Clarification of the goals that staff, interns, and volunteers pursue within their work group, and the development and maximum use of their talents to achieve the goals of WILPF, are the complementary purposes of personal evaluation.  Such evaluation often also helps to improve working conditions and the overall effectiveness of the organization. 

Staff, interns, and volunteers are evaluated on two levels: 

 ● performance of chosen or assigned work agreed upon in a job, task or role description;

 ● as members of a caring, respectful work team.

Evaluation will occur formally on a bi-annual basis, or at the completion of specific work projects. Informal feedback is given more frequently as opportunities arise.  In an open, supportive, and trusting organization the evaluation process should not present any surprises since ongoing feedback will correct any unwanted departures from the assigned role, expected behavior, or failures in the work arrangements.

Each staff, intern, and international volunteer member will complete a self-evaluation of the position held, function chosen, or assigned tasks, using the grid outlined below.  Sections who wish to adopt this procedure may also find it a useful tool for their work: Performance of chosen or assigned work agreed upon in a job, task or role description

■List the results achieved, the areas that have given most satisfaction;

■List the opportunities missed or areas of disappointment;

■List the factors that have prevented the achievement of personal and/or WILPF's goals and the resources (training, support, information, etc.) necessary to change the situation;

■Rate the effort expended on each area of responsibility;

■Outline a plan of action, and resources required, to increase your ability to fulfill your own and WILPF's goals (training to be attended, behavior to be modified, etc.).

Creation of a caring, respectful work team 

While the first point above addresses the content of the work performed, this part examines the manner in which the work is carried out.

Regular meetings enable the team to coalesce and improve the quality of work relationships and of work.  This meeting needs to be conducted in an atmosphere of open and sensitive communication.  An external facilitator may be useful to initiate and carry out the process.  

Along with the evaluation of projects and assigned work, staff and volunteers will take participation in team process into account in developing the following year's work priorities, training and developmental programmes, and in performing subsequent evaluations.  In addition, staff salary increases and continuity of employment may be influenced by the outcome of all of the organization's evaluation processes.

Evaluations should be kept in the confidential file of the person reviewed and be made available for her consultation at any time. The 'evaluee' receives a copy of the agreed upon and jointly signed evaluation.

6.  Coordination of Volunteers and of Their Work

WILPF is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) that accomplishes its mission by involving volunteer workers effectively in all aspects of its functioning. Volunteers often perform the same tasks as staff and also have a high commitment. It is essential that the person coordinating and supervising volunteers be aware of any need for greater flexibility if they are engaged in paid work or have other responsibilities in addition to their volunteering. Some volunteers will be available on a regular basis; others will be able to take on a specific, time limited project. Some will work out of WILPF's office; others will work from a distance either alone or as part of a working group. In all cases they have to know that the organization is depending on them to deliver the promised work, within the agreed upon time-frame, fulfilling the purposes expected.

The volunteer coordinator, whether staff or volunteer, will have a list of tasks that can be assigned to the appropriate volunteer.  It is useful for WILPF to always have ready a 'bank' of tasks which are important but which have some timing flexibility; this will allow the organization to fully utilize volunteers who may present themselves unexpectedly and it will increase their sense of belonging to WILPF. These tasks could range from stuffing envelopes to editing an article; from preparing or serving refreshments at special events, to the maintenance of electronic equipment; from acting as tour guide for visitors, to translating documents; from maintaining the data base, to setting up financial recording systems; from researching the background for a brief, to preparing a funding application.  In all cases it is important that each task be clearly set out and self-contained. The expected completion time be realistic and agreed upon by all parties, the objective of the task be spelled out and any special conditions that need to be respected be clearly explained.  The preferences, aspirations and the abilities of individual volunteers should all be taken into consideration in assigning tasks to them. Likewise, if there are tasks or functions perceived to carry particular prestige or learning opportunities, they should be assigned rotationally to give as many volunteers as possible the opportunities to enjoy the benefits.  Similarly, tasks perceived to be more difficult and time-consuming should also be shared rotationally to prevent overburdening the volunteers.

It should be made clear to the volunteer that regardless of the task she takes on, she contributes to WILPF's work in achieving its goal.  The evaluation process outlined above (5. "Individual Work Evaluation") will help both the volunteer and the volunteer coordinator find a balance between personal and organizational needs.  It will also help to improve the chances of success in the assignment of future tasks.

At different stages of her work experience a volunteer needs a mentor to guide, encourage, support, and assist her in developing her skills.  This role can be played by the volunteer coordinator or may be assigned to a senior volunteer who is willing and experienced.  Establishing a programme of mentorship will provide a meaningful role for senior volunteers and enable them to assist in developing new talent for the organization.  It also frees the volunteer who may have had to spend most of her time on a certain task, to explore other areas of work within the organization.  It is important to recognize that unless new or younger members are provided opportunities, given experience and support in accomplishing tasks, the organization will not be able to expand.

To create an environment where people can grow and learn new skills, thereby making the organization more effective, WILPF needs to build teams among its volunteers.  The senior staff person, Secretary General (SG), or New York office director will have overall responsibility for the management of the volunteers, their performance and their output, to the same extent that she is responsible for the total operation of the organization.  The President and the Officers, and ultimately Congress, are responsible for ensuring that she has the necessary resources to achieve the expected results.

The above principles and guidelines apply to WILPF international, at the Geneva and New York offices.  WILPF should plan to bring the organization to a financial and structural position to provide the assistance of international staff members to all Sections in building a volunteer program.  It is important for WILPF to maintain a strong, grassroots foundation with access to all levels of society.  Volunteers in Sections around the world have a vital role to play in bringing the perspective of their local culture/traditions to the work of WILPF.

CONGRESS DECISION MAKING AREA

7.  Staff Working Conditions:

Staff's working conditions and benefits must reflect WILPF's commitment to justice and fairness. These policies must comply with the national laws and, to the extent allowed by national laws, be consistent across all WILPF's offices in different countries.  WILPF is committed to provide its staff with working conditions, health benefits, and social benefits reflecting the average of those enjoyed by employees of similar organizations operating in similar circumstances, in the same country. This will be ascertained by conducting a simple and fair comparative analysis of responsibilities and roles with four or five selected similar organizations. This survey, initiated and sanctioned by the Personnel Committee, should be repeated every four or five years to ensure that WILPF is not distancing itself from the 'control group' it wants to be associated with and which typically will employ the same kind of personnel as WILPF.  The results of this survey should be used as the basis for the recommendation by the Personnel Committee to the Officers regarding staff compensation and benefits.

The following are examples of areas to be surveyed: 

■work conditions, such as: salary, work hours, vacations, statutory holidays, promotions, hiring and dismissal procedures; 

■health benefits, such as: medical, drug and/ or dental plans, short/ long term disability, accidental death and dismemberment insurance; 

■social benefits, such as:  educational assistance and leave, basic life insurance, pension benefits, sickness, bereavement, and personal absences.

The adoption of this policy, with its commitment to treating its employees fairly and in a comparable way with similar organizations, may create a supplementary financial burden for WILPF.  This financial commitment must be met appropriately to ensure that the organization is true to its principles.

CONGRESS DECISION MAKING AREA

V.  REVISED FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING AND REPORTING SYSTEMS

Background

Following from the mandate of the Rainbow Committee, WILPF International's book-keeping and accounting practices were reviewed during 1997 with a view to improving the accounting and financial reporting practices.  The review team was made up of Office Manager, Lohes Rajeswaran, and volunteers, Maria Hemmerlein and Ian Russell.  As a result of the review and consultation with the Treasurer, Kirsti Kolthoff, it was agreed to work toward more conventional accounting and reporting.  As a first step a PC computer and QuickBooks accounting software were purchased to facilitate the development.

In the spring of 1998 the first phase of the book-keeping and accounting system was set up on QuickBooks and implementation of a new system was begun.

Current Status

A basic book-keeping and accounting system was operational as of mid April and being used in parallel with the existing system.  While it appears to be satisfactory there are a number of issues which its implementation has raised.

In general, the new system follows more conventional accounting and reporting practice and, thus, results in reports that are different than previous reports.  While the new reports can be reconciled to the previous ones, the reconciliation is complex in some cases and not obvious.  For those familiar with the previous reports this change may pose some difficulty.  On the other hand, they will be more readable to those familiar with conventional financial reporting.

QuickBooks is a complete system and, thus, forces decisions on matters which were previously not addressed.  The main ones relate to the way items are shown on reports, for example, the balance held as the Jane Addams Peace Legacy.  How these issues are resolved will have to be confirmed with the Secretary-General, the Treasurer (and the Standing Committee on Finance), and, perhaps, the other officers.

The new system provides for reporting by program (e.g., New York UN/NGO work). The accounting for income and expenses directly related to specific programs is set up.  However, the method of allocating general income and expenses (i.e., general office overhead) needs further development.

Similarly, the new system provides for reporting against budget and for holding funds for restricted use.  In both cases, though, further development is required to make these fully useful.

At this stage, the new system is reporting on a cash basis.  As part of the next phase of development, it can be converted to an accrual basis, taking into account, for example, income earned but not yet received and expenses incurred but not yet paid for.

The new system will provide better financial reports.  There is  improved reporting for the Secretary-General, the Treasurer, the Standing Committee on Finance, the other officers, the general membership, and other agencies.  There are also better control reports for the Office Manager, for example to control cash balances kept in the office.

Further Work

WILPF International's current accounting requirements are relatively complex, involving, for example, different currencies and funding arrangements.  In addition, there are new requirements, such as, reporting by WILPF program.  The new system is operating but it is a basic system and will need considerable further development if it is to fully meet objectives.  This development will have to involve others, in addition to the Office Manager, in resolving the issues which emerge.

As mentioned above, further work needs to be done on:  report details, reporting against budget, moving towards accrual accounting, and allocation of general income and costs to programs.

A reasonable time line for carrying out this next phase of development would be the end of 1998, so that 1999 reports can incorporate resulting improvements.

In addition, the work so far has identified some other issues which should be addressed at some point: the holding of US$ in Los Angeles bank account. Opening a US$ account in Geneva should be investigated; the relatively high number (and amounts) of cash transactions and the risk that this involves; setting up an improved payroll accounting component.

Finally, the longer term development of WILPF International's accounting and financial reporting would be facilitated by some close at hand person with professional accounting expertise whom the Office Manager could consult on more difficult matters. WILPF should look for a volunteer in Geneva that could provide such assistance. 

THE END…        Or is it THE BEGINNING?

RESOLUTIONS
1ST CONGRESS, THE HAGUE, 1915
I. WOMEN AND WAR

1. Protest

We women, in International Congress assembled, protest against the madness and the horror of war, involving as it does a reckless sacrifice of human life and the destruction of so much that humanity has laboured through centuries to build up.

2.  Women’s Suffrage in War

This International Congress of Women oppose the assumption that women can be protected under the conditions of modern warfare.  It protests vehemently against the odious wrongs of which women are the victims in time of war, and especially against the horrible violation of women which attends all war. 

II ACTIONS TOWARD PEACE

1.  The Peace Settlement

This International Congress of Women of different nations, classes, creeds and parties is united in expressing sympathy with the suffering of all, whatever their nationality, who are fighting for their country or labouring under the burden of war.

Since the masses of the people in each of the countries now at war believe themselves to be fighting, not as aggressors but in self-defence and for their national existence, there can be no irreconcilable differences between them, and their common ideals afford a basis upon which a magnanimous and honourable peace might be established.  The Congress therefore urges the governments of the world to put an end to this bloodshed, and to begin peace negotiations.  It demands that the peace which follows shall be permanent and therefore based on principles of justice, including those laid down in the resolutions adopted by this Congress, namely:

· That no territory should be transferred without the consent of the men and women in it, and that the right of conquest should not be recognized;

· That autonomy and a democratic parliament should not be refused to any people;

· That the government of all nations should come to an agreement to refer future international disputes to arbitration or conciliation and to bring social, moral and economic pressure to bear upon any country which resorts to arms; 

· That foreign politics should be subject to democratic control;

· That women should be granted equal political rights with men.

2.  Continuous Mediation.

This International Congress of Women resolves to ask the neutral countries to take immediate steps to create a conference of neutral nations which shall without delay offer continuous mediation.  The Conference shall invite suggestions for settlement from each of the belligerent nations and in any case shall submit to all of them simultaneously, reasonable proposals as a basis of peace.

III. PRINCIPLES OF A PERMANENT PEACE

1. Respect for Nationality.

This International Congress of Women, recognizing the right of the people to self-government, affirms that there should be no transference of territory without the consent of the men and women residing therein, and urges that autonomy and a democratic parliament should not be refused to any people.

2. Arbitration and Conciliation.

This International Congress of Women, believing that war is the negation of progress and civilization, urges the governments of all nations to come to an agreement to refer future international disputes to arbitration and conciliation.

3.  International Pressure.

This International Congress of Women urges the government of all nations to come to an agreement to unite in bringing social, moral and economic pressure to bear upon any country which resorts to arms instead of referring its case to arbitration and conciliation.

4.  Democratic Control of Foreign Policy

Since war is commonly brought about not by the mass of the people, who do not desire it, but by groups representing particular interests, this International Congress of Women urges that foreign politics shall be subject to democratic control; and declares that it can only recognize as democratic a system which includes the equal representation of men and women.

5. The Enfranchisement of Women

Since the combined influence of the women of all countries is one of the strongest forces for the prevention of war, and since women can only have full responsibility and effective influence when they have equal rights with men, this International Congress of Women demands their political enfranchisement.

IV. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

1. Third Hague Conference.

This International Congress of Women urges that a third Hague Conference be convened immediately after the war. 

2. International Organisation.

This International Congress of Women urges that the organization of the Society of nations should be further developed on the basis of a constructive peace, and that it should include:

a.  As a development of the Hague Court of Arbitration, a permanent International Court of Justice to settle questions or differences of a justiciable character, such as arise on the interpretation of treaties or of the law of nations.

b. As a development of the constructive work of the Hague Conference, a permanent International Conference holding regular meetings in which women should take part, to deal not with the rules of warfare but with practical proposals for further international cooperation among the States.  This Conference should be so constituted that it could formulate and enforce those principles of justice, equity and good will in accordance with which the struggles of subject communities could be more fully recognized and the interests and rights not only of the great powers and small nations but also those of weaker countries and primitive peoples gradually adjusted under an enlightened international public opinion.

This International Conference shall appoint:

A permanent Council of Conciliation and Investigation for the settlement of international differences arising from economic competition, expanding commerce, increasing population and changes in social and political standards.

3.  General Disarmament

The International Congress of Women, advocating universal disarmament and realizing that it can only be secured by international agreement, urges, as a step to this end, that all countries should, by such an international agreement, take over the manufacture of arms and munitions of war and should control all international traffic in the same.  It sees in the private profits accruing from the great armament factories a powerful hindrance to the abolition of war. 

4.  Commerce and Investments.  

a.  The International Congress of Women urges that in all countries there shall be liberty of commerce, that the seas shall be free and the trade routes open on equal terms to the shipping of all nations.

b.  Inasmuch as the investment by capitalists of one country in the resources of another and the claims arising therefrom are a fertile source of international complications, this International Congress of Women urges the widest possible acceptance of the principle that such investments shall be made at the risk of the investor, without claims to the official protection of his government.

5.  National Foreign Policy.

a.  This International Congress of Women demands that all secret treaties shall be void and that for the ratification of future treaties, the participation of at least the legislature of every government shall be necessary.

b.  This International Congress of Women recommends that National Commissions be created and International Conferences convened for the scientific study and elaboration of the principle sand conditions of permanent peace, which might contribute to the development of an International Federation.

These Commissions and Conferences should be recognized by the Governments and should include women in their deliberations.

6. Women in National and International Politics

This International Congress of Women declares it to be essential, both nationally and internationally to put into practice the principle that women should share all civil and political rights and responsibilities on the same terms as men.

V.  THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

This International Congress of Women urges the necessity of so directing the education of children that their thoughts and desires may be directed towards the ideal of constructive peace.

VI.  WOMEN AND THE PEACE SETTLEMENT CONFERENCE

1.  This International Congress of Women urges, that in the interests of lasting peace and civilization the Conference which shall frame the peace settlement after the war should pass a resolution affirming the need in all countries of extending the parliamentary franchise to women.

2.  This International Congress of Women urges that the representatives of the people should take part in the Conference that shall frame the peace settlement after the war, and claims that amongst them women should be included.

VII. ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN

1.  Women's Voice in the Peace Settlement

This International Congress of Women resolves that an international meeting of women shall be held in the same place and at the same time as the Conference of the Powers which shall frame the terms of the peace settlement after the war for the purpose of presenting practical proposals to that Conference.

2.  Envoys to the Governments.

In order to urge the Governments of the world to put an end to this bloodshed and to establish a just and lasting peace, this International Congress of Women delegates envoys to carry the message expressed in the Congress Resolutions to the rulers of the belligerent and neutral nations of Europe and to the President of the United States.  

These Envoys shall be women of both neutral and belligerent nations, appointed by the International Committee of this Congress.  They shall report the result of their missions to the International Committee of Women for Permanent Peace as a basis for further action.   

2ND CONGRESS, ZURICH, 1919
A) RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED TO THE PEACE CONFERENCE OF THE POWERS IN PARIS

The following Delegation was appointed by the Congress to present these Resolutions: Jane Addams, President, USA; Charlottee Despard, Great Britain; Gabrielle Duchêne, France; Rosa Genomi, Italy; Clara Ragaz, Switzerland; Chrystal Macmillan, Secretary, Great Britain.

I. ON FAMINE AND BLOCKADE

This International Congress of Women regards the famine, pestilence and unemployment extending throughout great tracts of Central and Eastern Europe and into Asia as a disgrace to civilization.

It therefore urges the Governments of all the Powers assembled at the Peace Conference immediately to develop the inter-allied organizations formed for purposes of war into an international organisation for purposes of peace, so that the resources of the world – food, raw materials, finance, transport – shall be made available for the relief of the peoples of all countries from famine and pestilence. 

To this end it urges that immediate action be taken:

1. To raise the blockade, and

2. If there is insufficiency of food or transport

a) To prohibit the use of transport from one country to another for the conveyance of luxuries until the necessaries of life are supplied to all people,

b) To ration the people of every country so that the starving may be fed.

The Congress believes that only immediate international action on these lines can save humanity and bring about the permanent reconciliation and union of the peoples.

By unanimous vote, this Resolution was telegraphed to the Powers in Paris. 

II. TREATY OF PEACE

Peace Terms.

This International Congress of Women expresses its deep regret that the terms of peace proposed at Versailles should so seriously violate the principles upon which alone a just and lasting peace can be secured, and which the democracies of the world had come to accept.

By guaranteeing the fruits of the secret treaties to the conquerors, the terms of peace tacitly sanction secret diplomacy, deny the principles of self-determination, recognize the right of the victors to the soils of war, and create all over Europe discords and animosities, which can only lead to future wars.

By the demand for the disarmament of one set of belligerents only, the principle of justice is violated and the rule of force is continued.

By the financial and economic proposals a hundred million people of this generation in the heart of Europe are condemned to poverty, disease and despair, which must result in the spread of hatred and anarchy within each nation.

With a deep sense of responsibility this Congress strongly urges the Allied and Associated Governments to accept such amendments of the Terms as shall bring the Peace into harmony with those principles first enumerated by President Wilson upon the faithful carrying out of which the honour of the Allied peoples depends.

By unanimous vote of the Congress, this Resolution was telegraphed to the Powers in Paris. 

League of Nations.

The views of the Congress regarding a League of Nations are given here in the shape in which they were presented at Paris.  A fuller statement of them will be found on page 250 and following.

This Congress holds that the peaceful progress of the world can only be assured when the common interests of humanity are recognized in the establishment of a league of nations which shall represent the will of the peoples and promote international cooperation.  It therefore records its satisfaction that the idea of a League of Nations, regarded as impracticable by the majority of people at the time of the Congress of Women at the Hague in 1915, has become so widely accepted; that, incorporated in the armistice terms on November 11, 1918, it was agreed to, both by the Allied and Associated Powers and by Germany.  But the Congress regrets that the Covenant of the League, now submitted by the Allied and Associated Powers, in many respects does not accord with the fourteen points laid down as the basis for present negotiations, contains certain provisions that will stultify its growth, and omits others, which are essential to world peace. 

1. Essential Conditions omitted from the Covenant

The Congress declares that to be a real instrument of peace, capable of development, rather than one which sets up conditions tending to produce war, the League of Nations should embody certain fundamental principles, now omitted from the Covenant.

In order to avoid future wars, it urges the immediate adoption of these following, essential conditions:

a.  Membership freely open, from time of the establishment of the League, to any State desiring to join and willing to perform the duties of membership.

b. The number of Nations to be included in the executive body to be not less than eleven.

c. Immediate reduction of armaments on the same terms for all member-states.

d. Abolition of conscription in all states joining the League.

e. Adherence to the principles of self-determination in territorial adjustments and matters of nationality, whether sanctioned by the secret treaties, by the treaty embodying the Covenant of the League of Nations, or by later treaties.

f. The right of direct presentation to the League of Nationalities and Dependencies 

within any government of their desires as to self-government.

g. Free access to raw materials for all nations on equal terms.

h.  Abrogation of regional understandings, like the “Monroe Doctrine” and “other international engagements”, in so far as inconsistent with the Covenant of the League.

i. Provision for easier amendment of the Constitution.

2. Endorsement of Certain Principles now in the Covenant

The Congress welcomes the recognition in the Covenant of certain principles which it has held since its foundation but believes that they cannot be put into practice unless the following essential conditions are also included.

These principles are:

a. Establishment of machinery for arbitration and conciliation

b. Abolition of secret treaties.

c. Provision for the revision of treaties which have become inapplicable and for changing certain international conditions, which, if continues, may endanger the peace of the world.

d. Recognition of the necessity for the reduction of armaments and for publicity concerning their manufacture.

e. Abrogation of certain obligations inconsistent with the Covenant.

f. Promotion of “Freedom of transit” and of equal trading opportunities for all members of the League.

g.  Organisation by the League of international resources to combat disease and to improve health. 

3. Additional Principles to Strengthen the League

This Congress considers that the League will be greatly strengthened as an instrument of peace when the nations composing it agree to the adoption, in addition to the essential principles enumerated above, of the following principles not now found in the Covenant.

a. Total disarmament (land, sea, air).

b. Enforcement of the decisions of the League by other means than military pressure or food-blockade.

c. Registration and review of all existing treaties and international engagement within a specified time, and the abrogation of such as are not thus registered.

d. National ratification of treaties only by an elected legislative body.

e. Executive power of the League to be democratically elected. 

f. Universal free trade.

g. Adoption of a plan of world economy for the production and distribution of the necessities of life at the smallest cost.

h. Abolition of the protection of the investment of the capitalists of one country in the resources of another.

i. Guaranteeing the representation and protection of the civil and political rights of minorities within each nation including those of language, religion and education.

j. The requirement that all backward races under the tutelage of more advanced nations should be put under the guardianship of the League and that the mandatory powers be required to promote the development and power of self-government of their wards.

k. Complete freedom of communication and travel.

l.  Abolition of child labour.

m. Agreement between the nations in the League to the abolition of government censorship.

n. Establishment of full equal suffrage and the full equality of women with men politically, socially and economically. 

4. Women's Position in a League of Nations

The Congress welcomes the international recognition of women in the proposals put forward by the Entente Powers, providing in their draft for a Covenant of a League of Nations for the admission of women to all positions "in connection with the League", thus making them eligible for the Assembly, the Executive Council and the Commissions therein proposed, and urges that this be explicitly stated in the Covenant.

5. Women's Charter 

The Peace Conference is urged to insert in the Peace Treaty the following Women's Charter:

The Contracting Parties recognize that the status of women, social, political and economic, is of supreme international importance.

They hold that the natural relation between men and women is that of interdependence and cooperation and that it is injurious to the community to restrict women to a position of dependence, to discourage their education or development, or to limit their opportunities.

They hold that the recognition of women's service to the world not only as wage earners but as mothers and homemakers is an essential factor in the building up of the world's peace.

They recognize that differences in social development and tradition make strict uniformity with respect to the status of women difficult of immediate attainment. But, holding as they do, that social progress is dependent upon the status of the women in the community, they think that there are certain principles which all communities should endeavor to apply.

Among these principles the following seem to the Contracting Parties to be of special and urgent importance:

a. That suffrage should be granted to women and their equal status with men upon legislative and administrative bodies, both national and international, recognized.

b. That women, equally with men, should have the protection of the law against slavery such as still exists in some parts of Eastern Europe, Asia and Africa.

c. That on marriage a woman should have full personal and civil rights, including the right to use and disposal of her own earnings and property, and should not be under the tutelage of her husband.

d. That the mother should have the same right of guardianship of her children as the father. 

e. That a married woman should have the same right to retain and change her nationality as a man.

f. That all opportunities for education should be open to both sexes.

g. That women should have the same opportunity for training and for entering industries and profession as men.

h. That women should receive the same pay as men for the same work.

i. That the traffic in women should be suppressed, the regulation of vice abolished and the equal moral standard recognized.

j. That the responsibility not only of the mother, but also of the father, of a child born out of wedlock should be recognized. 

k. That there should be adequate economic provision for the service of motherhood.

l. That no political or industrial quarrel should deprive the mother of food for her children.

Without claiming that these principles are complete, the Contracting Parties are of opinion, that they are well fitted to guide the policy of the League of Nations, and that if adopted by the communities which are Members of the League, they will confer lasting benefits upon the whole world.

6. Women and the General Labour Conference

Since the general Labour Conference to be set up under the Treaty of Peace deals with questions which directly affect large numbers of wage-earning women in all countries this International Congress of Women call attention to article 3 of the report of the Commission on International Labour Conference should consist of representatives from each country, namely two Governmental delegates, one representative of employers, and one of employees; and urges that in the interest of these women workers this article should be amended so as to provide that at least one representative from each country shall be a woman.

7.Woman's Vote in Plebiscites

This International Congress of Women urges that the following clause be inserted in the Peace Treaty:

That in any Plebiscite taken under the Treaty of Peace or a League of Nations, women should have the same right to vote as men.

It was resolved by the Congress that any of the proposals contained in this Resolution, which were not accepted for incorporation in the Treaty of Peace, should be brought before the League of Nations.

III. PRESENT MILITARY ACTION IN RUSSIA AND HUNGARY 

This International Congress of Women, recognizing the right of each nation to determine its own form of government on the lines laid down in President Wilson’s 14 points, urges the immediate cessation of attack upon Russia and Hungary, whether by armed force, by supply of munitions or money, or by blockade.

It protests against the warfare now being waged, without open declaration of war, upon peoples who are experimenting in a new social and economic order, which may prove to have a great contribution to make to the world, and which has not yet had a fair trial.

IV. AMNESTY FOR WAR PRISONERS

This International Congress of Women urges all the belligerent nations immediately to proclaim an amnesty for political prisoners, including conscientious objectors to military services, and requests that, where necessary, public funds be given to ensure the return of prisoners of war from Siberia and other remote places.

B) RESOLUTIONS FOR FUTURE WORK SUBMITTED TO THE NATIONAL SECTIONS

V. LEAGUE OF NATIONS

This resolution as here printed embodies in a logical order the decisions of the Congress regarding the type of League of Nations for which the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom ought to work: the text was not before the Congress in just this form.  The briefer statement of these decisions presented at Paris will be found on p. 243 and following.

This Congress resolves to work for a League of Nations with a constitution which is of easy amendment, and on the following basis.

8.  Membership
Membership of the league should be freely open, from the time of its establishment, to all States which express their desire to become members, and their willingness to perform the duties of membership.

9.  Organisation
a. Governing Body.

Such League should have a democratically elected Assembly, consisting of men and women, and holding regular meetings to deal with practical proposals for further international cooperation.  This assembly should be so constituted, that it could formulate and enforce those principles of justice, equity and goodwill, in accordance with which the struggles of subject communities could be ore fully recognized, and the rights not only of the great powers and small nations, but also those of weaker countries and primitive peoples gradually adjusted under an enlightened international public opinion.  The number of nations included in its executive body should not be less than eleven.

b.  Courts of Justice and Arbitration.

A permanent International Court of Justice should be established to settle differences of a justiciable character, such as arise on the interpretation of treaty rights or of the law of nations.

c. Conciliation.

International differences arising from economic competition, expanding commerce, increase of population and changes in social and political standards, should be settled either by this International Assembly or by some body appointed by it.

d. Decisions of the League.

The decisions of this Assembly should under no circumstances be enforced by military means, or by cutting off a population from the necessities of life.

e.  Women’s Eligibility.

Women’s should be eligible to every position in the League of Nations.

10.  Political
a.  Self Determination.

The right of self-determination and of self-government should be conceded to all nations.

b. Rights of minorities.

Representation and protection of the rights of minorities within each nation, with regard to such questions as language, religion and education should be assured.

c.  Right of Appeal.

Nationalities and dependencies within any government should have the right to present directly to the League their desires as to self-determination and representation.

d.  Territorial Adjustment.

Provision should be made for adjusting questions of territory and nationality, in accordance with the principle of self-determination.

e.  Abrogation of Treaties.


The following should be void:

i. Secret treaties:

II.  All treaties or international engagements inconsistent with the constitution of the League of Nations;

III.  All treaties and international engagements not registered at the Headquarters of the League.

f.  Ratification of Treaties.

Ratification of treaties should take place by plebiscite.

g.  Revision of Treaties.

Provision should be made for the revision of treaties which may have become inapplicable under changed international conditions, or the continuance of which might endanger the peace of the world.
h.  Mandatories.

All backward races under the tutelage of more advanced nations should be put under the guardianship of the League and any power entrusted by the League with their administration should be required to promote the development and the power of self-government of its wards and to present an annual report to the League.

i.  Abolition of Government Censorship.

Abolition of Government censorship should be required.

j. Women’s Equality.

The suffrage and all legal, political economic rights should be long equally to men and women.

11. Military
a.  The Right to Declare War.

The right to declare war should be abolished.

b.  Reduction of Armaments.

Immediate reduction of armaments on the same terms for all states, and the abolition of private manufacture of and traffic in munitions of war, should be undertaken, as steps towards total international disarmament. 

c. Conscription.

Military conscription should be abolished.

12.  Economic
a. Free Trade.

Free trade should be established; trade routes y land, se and air should be opened to all nations on equal terms.

b.  Concessions.


Concessions in undeveloped countries should be under the control of the League of Nations, and withdrawn if abused; the right to protect investments of capitalists of one country in the resources of another should be abolished.

c.  Production and Distribution.

Such methods of production, trade and transit should be adopted as should insure a just distribution of the necessities of life at the least cost.

d.  Universal Coinage, Weights and Measures.

A universal system of coinage and the same weights and measures in all countries should be adopted.  

13.  Social
a. Communication and Travel.

There should be complete freedom of travel and communication.

b.  Child Labour 

Child labour should be abolished.

VI. ACTION TO BE PROPOSED TO THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS WHEN ESTABLISHED

14. International Commission on Marriage laws
In view of the difficulties for women in international marriages caused by the national differences in marriage and divorce laws, this International Congress of Women urges the League of Nations to appoint a Commission of an equal number of men and women to investigate marriage and divorce laws as they affect marriages between persons of different nationalities.  

15.  International Commission on War Profits

This International Congress of Women asks the League of Nations to appoint an International Commission, to sit in public, with power to take evidence on oath and to command the attendance of any witness it may desire to call, to enquire into the facts regarding profit-making due to war and preparation for war.


VII. PROGRESS IN THE POLITICAL POSITION OF WOMEN 1915-1919

This Congress welcomes the progress made in the establishment of the principles laid down at the Hague Congress of Women, in 1915, in national and international affairs.

In particular it welcomes:

16. International
The international recognition of women in the proposals put forward by the Entente Powers:

a.  Providing in their draft for a covenant of a League of Nations for the admissions of women to all positions “in connection with the League” thus making them eligible for the Assembly, the Executive Council and the Commissions therein proposed, and urges that this be explicitly stated in the Covenant;

b. Recognizing in the Labour Charter, proposed by them for incorporation in the Treaty of Peace, the principle of equal pay for equal value as between men and women:

17. National
The national acceptance of the principle of woman suffrage by the extension of the franchise to women in Iceland (1915), Denmark (1915), Canada (1917), Great Britain (1918), Ireland (1918), Germany (1918), Austria (1918), Hungary (1918), Poland (1919), and Russia and the extension of suffrage to women in many States of the American Union.

It urges the other countries of the world to come into line with these nations by recognizing the citizenship of their women.  

Since the Zurich meeting, full suffrage has been gained by women in Holland and Sweden and the United nations. 

VIII. PROGRAMME IN MATTERS AFFECTING WOMEN’S STATUS

This Congress holds that women cannot make their fullest and most characteristic contribution to the community in any capacity, so long as they have not social, political and economic independence and full opportunity for education and development:  it believes that the recognition of women’s service to the world not only as wage earners, but as mothers and home makers is an essential factor in the building up of the world’s peace.

This Congress therefore lays down the following principles as essential to the freedom and development of women and adopts them as its programme.

18. Women Suffrage
Suffrage and eligibility should be granted to women on the same terms as men.

19. National and International Political Status
The equal status of women with men upon legislative and administrative bodies, national and international, should be establishment and the Governments of the different countries urged to include women amongst the representatives appointed to the League of Nations and its commissions and to other international and national positions.

20. Application of Slavery Laws to Women

All customs, whether social, religious or domestic, which entail the sale, barter, or disposal of women or girls in marriage or otherwise, should be decreed to be contrary to international law, and the law against slavery should be applied in such cases. 

21. Equality between Husband and Wife

Legal and economic equality between husband and wife should be established both in relation to each other and to their children, including:

a. the equal guardianship of children.

b. the same civil rights for married women as for men,

c. the right of married women to the use and disposal of their own earnings and property.

d. the same right for a married women as for a man to regain or to change her nationality.

e. the equality of the laws of divorce as between husband and wife.

22. Endowment of Motherhood
Since women who are mothers, perform a service of supreme importance to the sate and have in the past been reduced to economic dependence by reason of the very service they have rendered, some scheme for the endowment of motherhood by the state, not dependent upon the poverty of the mother, is both just in principle and necessary to secure status of women as free citizens.

23.  An Equal Moral Standards
An equal moral standard between men and women should be recognized and in particular:

a.  the state regulation of vice should be abolished, as also all other forms of unequal treatment of men and women for moral offenses or in connection with venereal disease, whether by law or administration.

b.  the age of consent should be raised and the law on this subject made effective.  

c.  the traffic in women, national and international, should be suppressed.

24.  Equal pay, Equal Education, Equal Opportunities
Women should have the same pay as men for the same work.  All professions, trades and industries should be open to women and training for these should be available for men and women alike.  Women should have the same opportunities for education, including technical education as men and the opportunity to enter trade unions on the same terms. 

25.  Women as Home-makers and Consumers

a. Work in connection with the home and the family, as well as industrial work, should be organized in such a way that women may make their fullest and most characteristic contribution to the community.

b. Since the majority of women are providers for the home, they are entitled to demand that adequate consideration should be given in all legislation dealing with land, industry, finance or tariffs, to the needs of the user as well as of the producers.

26.  Responsibilities of Unmarried Parents

The responsibilities not only of the mothers but also of the fathers of children born out of wedlock, should be recognized and the state should assist in the establishment of paternity and in the securing of maintenance from the father.

IX. INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON EDUCATION

Believing that the basis for peace between nations and within nations is a fuller and wider education of the peoples, this Congress resolves a that Permanent International Council for Education be instituted for the purpose of promoting the idea of world organization and international ethics and citizenship.

X.  PEACE AND LIBERTY

27.  Consent and Coercion
Since the test of the civilization of a State is the extent o which it relies upon moral appeal and consent rather than coercion, the International Congress of Women affirms that it should be the aim of all government to replace coercion by consent and cooperation, and with this object in view to educate and strengthen the free will of the people by democratic institutions, the safeguarding of the rights of minorities, and the strict limitation of the power of the States. 

28.  Peaceful Methods in Revolutionary Movements

The world is facing wide-spread revolutionary changes at a time when the habit of violence has been fostered by a world war.  

This International Congress of Women recognizes that there is a fundamentally just demand underlying most of these revolutionary movements and declares its sympathy with the purpose of the workers who are rising up everywhere to make an end of exploitation and to claim their world.  Nevertheless the women of the Congress reassert their faith in methods of peace and believe it is their special parting this revolutionary age to counsel against violence from any side.  

29.  Conscientious Objectors

We delegates assembled at this International Congress of Women wish to record our deep sense of the heroism of those who have counted no sacrifice too great to service the cause of Peace.  We recognize the devotion alike of those who believed that in offering their lives in war they were helping to end war, and of those who, with equal courage and, as we believe, with deeper insight, fought war by refusing to take part in it.  It fortifies our courage and our faith in the achievement of permanent peace, to know that in so many countries thousands of young men have for that end counted it worth the cost to bear the loss of health, fortune and friends and to face imprisonment, obloquy and death.

30. Misleading of Public Opinion

Since all perversion of truth, one-sided accounts of facts and government propaganda to control opinion whether by press, pulpit or educational system tend, as acts of sacrilege against the truth, to destroy clear thinking, and thus to undermine mutual confidence, the women of this International Congress have become convinced, especially by their experience of the last five years, that this misleading of the popular understanding is one of the greatest dangers to human welfare, They therefore condemn the censorship of the press and government interference with private correspondence and declare to be both inexpedient and wrong all laws which prevent the expression of public opinion. 

31.  Self Determination for Ireland

This International Congress of Women maintains the right of Ireland, the nation whose struggle t regain her lost liberty has been the longest of any in Europe, to self-determination.

32. Race Equality
We believe no human being should be deprived of an education, prevented from earning a living, debarred from any legitimate pursuit in which he wishes to engage, or be subjected to any humiliation, on account of race or colour.  We recommend that members of this Congress should do everything in their power to abrogate laws and change customs which lead to discrimination against human beings on account of race or colour.

33.  The Jews
We hold that no restriction should be placed on the civil or political rights of the Jews because of their race.

34.  Deportations
Mass deportations have become a world-wide phenomenon since 1914, and inflict suffering and death in many forms upon innocent people.  The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom recommends that this subject should receive attention at the earliest possible moment. The expulsion of thousands of innocent people cannot be treated as an internal affair of any of the nations concerned.

 35.  Rights of Asylum

Several freedom-loving nations, which had for centuries distinguished themselves by affording asylum to refuges and exile have, since 1914, reversed their age-long enlightened policy.  We therefore recommend to our National Sections that they urge upon their Governments the re-establishment of the rights of asylum, and the repeal of all laws which endanger or abolish it. 

36.  Rejection of War as s Means of Settling Differences between Peoples

This International Congress of Women abides by the principle laid down by the Women’s Congress at the Hague in 1915, that we do not admit war as a means of settling differences between peoples.  

37.  International Organisation of Women Against War


This International Congress of Women, recognizing that a strike of women against war of all kinds can only be effective if taken up internationally, urges the National Sections to work for an international agreement between women to refuse their support of war in money, work, or propaganda.

3RD CONGRESS, VIENNA, 1921
I. International relations
1.1 Revision of the Peace Treaties

Believing that the peace treaties contain the seeds of new wars, the Congress declares that a revision of the Peace Terms is necessary, and resolves to make this object its principle task.

Voted

1.2 Sanctions

Since the German government accepted the Ultimatum of the Entente Governments, and has so far faithfully fulfilled the obligations it imposed, the Entente Governments have no justification for continuing the Sanctions:

This International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom therefore urges their immediate abrogation.

(Moved by the British Section. Voted)
1.3 League of Nations and occupied Territories

Resolved that this Third Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom regards it as one of the most important duties of the League of Nations to use its authority to secure the immediate evacuation of all occupied territories; ad desires that until this has been accomplished the League should, in the spirit of article 23 of the Covenant, undertake responsibility for the welfare of the peoples in the occupied areas.

To this end the Congress proposes that representatives of the League of Nations should be sent into the occupied territories with the duty of insuring just treatment of the resident populations, and the right to insist on the application of laws and regulations which have been made for their protection, and to initiate such legislation where necessary. (Moved by the Ukrainian Section. Referred to the Executive Committee for possible action.)

1.4  Special work in countries where war is being waged or threatens to break out.

Resolved that we direct our attention to those seats of war situated in the Middle-East where the work of pacification is most needed.  In consideration whereof a permanent special commission should be formed with the object.

1. a) Of procuring information on the state of affairs in countries where war is still raging or threatening to break out;

b)  Of making known this state of affairs in the world's press;

II. Of taking steps to send delegations to the governments and other public institutions of these countries, and if need be to countries not engaged in these wars;

III. Of carrying on propaganda for the application of the principles of humanity even while the war and the occupation of foreign countries continue. (Moved by the Ukrainian Section. Referred to the Executive Committee for possible action.)

1.5  Peace Mission Work.

This International Congress of Women resolves to take up intensive peace work in frontier districts where hatred, resulting from the great war and its evil consequences, threatens to make permanent peace impossible.

A. Such work should be carried on both sides of the frontier and should include

(1) support of the work and organization of local peace societies,

(2) direct influence on educators and teachers of young people,

(3) the sending of speakers from other countries, and

(4) economic support.

B. At our office in Geneva a course should be held for persons who wish to devote themselves to this important work.

C. In countries which have been neutral or have suffered in a lesser degree from the war, money should be collected for the work.

(Moved by the Swedish Section.) Referred to the Executive Committee with the general approval of the Congress.

1.6 Report of Congress Committee on Disarmament
1. The Committee recommends that the Congress, while always working for universal and total disarmament welcome the proposed Conference of certain nations as a step in that direction and further recommends to the National Sections that they emphatically and continuously insist upon the original meaning of the term "disarmament" in its literal sense, thus preventing the use of the term as a camouflage for "reduction of armaments", which latter would simply continue the danger of war on a relatively smaller scale.

2. The Committee recommends that the League urge its Sections in all countries represented in the Conference to bring pressure to bear upon their governments to work for universal disarmament through the Conference, and to send deputations to their governments for this purpose, in support of a manifesto to be addressed to the Conference and to the governments concerned.

3. The Committee recommends

a) that the National Sections publish leaflets incorporating the manifesto, but adapted to the needs of their own counties;

b) that a pamphlet with a summary of facts and references, be printed;

c) that the National Sections prepare a list of speakers on the subject of disarmament, and arrange wherever feasible for exchange of speakers among National Sections.

4. The Committee recommends that the week before the Conference opens be designated as an International Disarmament Week during which all National Sections are urged to work simultaneously in favour of the adoption of universal disarmament by the Congress.

Voted.

1.7  Military use of "native" populations
Resolved that this League make every possible effort to oppose the military use of "native" populations.

Voted

1.8 Ireland: Independence and Disarmament
Whereas throughout her long struggle for independence Ireland has from time to time shown wonderful powers of non-resistance and capacity for martyrdom such as that of Sheehy Skeffington and of Terence Mac Swiney, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, in Congress assembled in Vienna, ventures to make the appeal to Dail Eireanu and to the Irish people that, when their independence is secured, they incorporate disarmament as part of their national policy.

Voted.

1.9 Self-determination and Protection of Minorities
Resolved that this Congress of Women while welcoming with enthusiasm the truce now arranged between Great Britain and Ireland upholds the claim of the Irish people to national self-determination, and recognizes that Ireland's struggle for independence is of vital importance to the civilized world, inasmuch as peaceful international relations cannot be assured until the principles of self-determination and government by consent are universally accepted.

(Moved by the British Section.)

Voted.

1.10  The Right of Self-determination
Whereas, since the war there has been a partial concession of the principle of the right of peoples to self-determination and Poand, the Baltic States and Czecho-Slovakia have received their freedom;

Whereas, on the other hand, for many peoples the struggle for freedom has not led to recognition either as an independent State or as an autonomous member of a Federation;

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom desires to call attention to other urgent claims for self-determination, besides those of Ireland, for example those of Armenia, Georgia, the Ukraine, India, and Egypt.

Voted.

1.11  Self Determination and Rights of Minorities

Resolved that this Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom reaffirms its belief in the right of self-determination and in the duty of safeguarding the interests of minorities, and urges the National Sections to make careful study of the various practical problems involved in giving effect to these principles, with special reference to those cases with which their own countries have to deal.

Voted.

1.12 Free Trade and International Economic Action

1. This Third Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom recommends the National Sections to urge upon their governments a free trade policy, the abolition of all trade boycotts and the pressing need for international cooperation, especially for the purpose of creating credit in order to avert a further break-down in world trade, and to restore productive and purchasing power in Europe.

2.  In view of the present dislocation of production and distribution of the necessities of life, this Congress records its conviction that regulation on this subject should be a matter for international discussion and agreement, in order that purely selfish aims may be eliminated from commercial policy.

Voted.

1.13  League of Nations

Note. Two resolutions dealing with the League of Nations for the adequate discussion of which there was no time were handed over to the International Office and the National Sections for further study and possible action.

II. Pacifism and Practices
2.1 Individual opposition to War.
This Congress expressly declares that it abides by Resolution 37 of the Zurich Congress, namely that : 

"This international Congress of Women, recognizing that a strike of women against war of all kinds can only be effective if taken up internationally, urges National Sections to work for an international agreement between women to refuse their support of war in money, work, or propaganda."

For the further prosecution of this aim it declares:

All Sections are united as to the necessity of opposition against war.

Every section is however free to work for the attainment of this aim by any means which appear to it the most suitable.

Voted.

2.2 Non-Resistance.

Whereas we believe that wars will never cease until human life is held sacred and inviolable, it is hereby resolved that we adopt the principle and practice of Non-Resistance under all circumstances.

A majority voted for this Resolution after the chair had ruled, in response to a point of order, that the vote was an expression of individual opinion and purposes, and was not to be taken as binding the Sections.

2.3 Passive Resistance
Resolved that a small Commission or Sub-Committee be appointed to make a special study of he question of Passive Resistance, investigate facts and theories and draw up a memorandum as to the conclusions for which publicity should be sought.

(Moved by the Irish Section.)

Voted.

2.4 Cooperating toward ending Social Injustice.

Since the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom aims at the peaceful solution of conflicts between social classes as between nations, it is the duty of its National Sections and of its individual members to initiate and support las looking to the gradual abolition of property privileges (for instance by means of taxation, death duties, and land reform laws) and to the development of economic independence and individual freedom, and to work to awaken and strengthen among members of the possessing classes the earnest will to transform the economic system in the direction of social justice. 

Voted.

III. EDUCATION
3.1 Report of Congress Committee on Education

In order to achieve an educational environment which shall give children an opportunity for freedom and spiritual growth, and so further the work of peace and justice in national and international life, the Third Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom moves that the School should be liberated from all political influence where this still exists, and should be conducted purely on pedagogic and humanistic lines.

This Congress further moves that, from the beginning of their school-life, children should be taught that all real progress, individual, national and international alike, rests upon mutual aid and cooperation towards a common end and that therefore no nation or group has a right to exploit or look down upon any other nation or group.

As an important step forward in international education, this Congress moves that steps be taken to promote the translation of the greatest and noblest of the world's books into different world languages, and to encourage the extension of libraries and reading rooms for the young.

3.2 Control of Education

Whereas: Education and instruction must be based upon truth and aim to develop true human beings in the full sense of the word,

Whereas: so long as governments control the schools there will always be political or economic interests overpowering the claims of truth and humanity.

This Third Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom resolves that education and instruction should be completely withdrawn from the control of the State and left to an entirely independence spiritual organization which could establish pedagogy from a universal point of view.

3.3 School Texts
Resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom recommends its National Sections to appoint Committees to examine school texts, eliminating statements likely to foster misunderstanding and war, substituting statements calculated to promote respect and understanding.

3.4 Children's Reading at School and at Home

In the so-called readers which are used in State Schools as reading material for the children, and whose contents are regulated and biased by the choice of those particular political and educational authorities who are in control, this Congress sees a limitation of the teachers freedom and a barrier to international understanding.  The Congress recommends the introduction into the schools of books of artistic value, each volume complete in itself, selected from classic and modern literature of every time and nation, perhaps in some cases in abridged or revised editions, which shall thus secure to the children a permanent intellectual possession drawn from the treasury of the world's literature.

Such a scheme will mean the communication of the world's intellectual resources and will bring the youth of all nations nearer together through the fellowship of culture and thought.  The Congress welcomes every effort in this direction, and recommends the publication of a universal library of the best books of the worlds literature in small cheap volumes from which the teacher can make his own choice for his class.

3.5 Corporal Punishment
To promote peace, freedom and justice through education, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom stands for the abolition of Corporal Punishment, in law and in practice, throughout the whole educational system (in kindergartens, schools and reformatories), and calls upon its National Sections to promote investigation and  discussion of the evil effects, both physical and moral, injurious alike to the individual and to society, which are traceable to the use of brute force in the process of education.

(Moved by the German Section) Voted.

3.6 An International Language
Recognizing the fact that the education of the young on international lines is one of the foremost tasks of our League and that the introduction in the schools of a universal auxiliary language would greatly contribute to this end, this International Congress urges its National Sections to ask their respective governments and the League of Nations to appoint National Committees of experts, representing labour and science, to examine existing auxiliary languages and to select from them the one best fitted to further international intercourse between peoples.  From these National Committees should then be selected members to form an Official International Body which should finally decide on the universal auxiliary language.

(Moved by the Danish Section)

Voted.

IV. ORGANIZATION AND FINANCE OF THE WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM
The Committee recommends that in order to secure and income for Geneva Headquarters

1. Each Section should give one tenth of the annual subscription paid by each member to Geneva Headquarters.

2. Each Section should make one effort each year to raise money for Headquarters; this effort to be made on April 28, the anniversary of our first meeting at the Hague;

3. Each Section should endeavor to secure a number of headquarters associate members who pay an annual subscription to Geneva.

4. A bi-monthly news-letter should be sent from Geneva to Section, which shall endeavor to have these letters duplicated and circulated.

The Committee urges that the following rules for the conduct of the International Congress be adopted:

1. At least nine months before the Congress opens notice of the date and place of meeting should be sent to the National Sections;

2. Resolutions, subjects for discussion and other business for he Congress may be placed on the agenda by;

a) National Sections

b) The Executive Committee;

c) 20 Members of the League, representing 3 National Sections.

3. Such resolutions, subjects for discussion, and other business for the Congress agenda must be sent to the International Secretary not later than 6 months before the date on which the Congress opens.

4. The agenda shall be printed and sent to National Sections and to members of the Executive Committee to reach them not less than 2 months before the Congress opens.

5. Amendments would reach the International Secretary not later than 3 weeks before the Congress opens.

6. The Executive Committee should meet at place of Congress one week before it opens and deal with amendments.

7. The Delegations from Sections should arrive at the place of meeting two days before the Congress opens to study the agenda (including amendments) so as to facilitate business when the Congress is in session.

8. Business not included in the printed agenda may be taken at the Congress if urgency is voted.

9. At each Congress resolutions or reaffirmations should be placed on the agenda briefly restating the principle points upon which the League has already declared itself.  Further resolutions on these subjects shall not be in order unless an alteration or addition is required.

4.1 How to Interest the Young

Whereas: Permanent peace in the future depends largely upon the convictions opposed to war and the capacity for constructive peace work of the growing generation and

Whereas: Young women could wield enormous power in opposition to the use of violence as a means of settling social, racial, religious, or commercial antagonisms;

Whereas: This Women's International Congress for Peace and Freedom recognizes the valuable contribution in youth, vigour and enthusiastic work which young women might bring to the peace movement, and wholeheartedly invited their active and responsible co-operation; therefore be it

Resolved that the Executive Committee be urged to make an intensive and deliberate effort to get in touch with young women in all political and social groups through our National Sections, in order to exchange ideas, create a propaganda attractive and convincing to young women and otherwise to formulate ways and means by which young women may be inspired to active work for permanent peace and constructive freedom. We hereby further recommend that each National Section provide for a similar effort.

Voted.

V. PRISONERS OF WAR
The Third Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom addresses to the governments of all countries whose subjects are still held as prisoners of war and to those in whose territories there are still such prisoners of war and to those in whose territories there are still such prisoners an urgent request to arrange for the their immediate repatriation.  To secure the quickest results and to strengthen the mutual confidence of the nations concerned the help and intermediation of the disinterested and neutral countries are requested.

Voted

5.1 Sympathy for Political Prisoners
This Congress expresses its sympathy with all those who are persecuted on account of their work for peace and freedom, and sends greeting to comrades who in various countries are still imprisoned as conscientious objectors or an account of pacifist views.

Voted.

5.2 Children and Politics

The Third Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom protests against the misuse of children in demonstrations and in other ways for political purposes.

5.3 Resolution relating to Movements in favour of Children

Following up the interest shown at the Second Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at Zurich towards the movement in favour of children in the war stricken areas and considering the value of this movement in regard to the establishment of international friendship,

The Third Congress at Vienna expresses the wish that such action should be continued and that the delegates present should make ever effort in their respective countries to promote this movement.

4th CONGRESS, WASHINGTON, 1924
I. Appeal to Electors in France and Germany in the Coming Elections
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Washington for is Forth Biennial Congress, addresses an appeal to the electors of France and Germany to have in mind the grave responsibility laid upon them in the coming elections.  The League if convinced that only by the triumph in both these countries of the sincerely democratic and progressive elements can their political and economic relations be harmonized and a European crisis averted.  There is an urgent need of an international policy based on mutual understanding and cooperation.

II. Compulsory Jurisdiction of the Permanent Court of International Justice

This Congress recommends National Sections to work in their own countries to induce their respective Governments to sign the optional protocol of the Permanent Court of International Justice, hereby undertaking to submit to judicial decision legal disputes with other nations signing the protocol.

III International Conference for the Outlawry of War
This Congress is of the opinion that as long as war is recognized as a legitimate method of settling international disputes it will be impossible to obtain a lasting peace.  Therefore we call upon each National Section to urge its own Government to initiate, or to cooperate with other Governments in calling an International Conference for the purpose of declaring war illegal and setting up machinery to provide other methods of resolving international disputes.

VI. CONFERENCE for the Limitation of Armament to be called by the President of the United States

Believing that work towards disarmament in different countries should not wait until general disarmament can be realized, though general disarmament is our goal, we welcome with profound satisfaction the suggestion of the President of the United States in regard to the calling of an International Conference to deal with limitation of armaments and the codification of international law.

V. Chemical Warfare
Since the methods of warfare by armies and navies and aeroplanes are becoming obsolete, and their abolition would afford no real protection against the horrors of war unless new methods - chemical and electrical - are also abolished, and since our opposition to war includes opposition to all methods of waging war, we urge our Sections to appoint committees to investigate the development of chemical warfare and its special dangers and to organize opposition thereto, both for the sake of ending it and as a means of educating the masses as to the real character of war in general.

VI. International Good-Will Day
The Women's' International League endorses the proposal of the World Conference on Education which met in San Francisco in 1923 for the observation of an annual International Good-Will Day, and asks the various National Sections to consider how they can promote appropriate celebration of this day in the schools and elsewhere in their respective countries.

VII. Higher Education and Peace
We urge that the Universities, Colleges, and University Extension Courses of the world establish special Departments and Chairs for International Relations and World Peace, in addition to and apart from the existing courses in international law.

VIII. Enlargement and Amendment of the League of Nations
Resolved, That the Women's International League shall apply to Germany, Mexico, Russia, Turkey, and the United States of America as important States yet outside the League of Nations, urging them to earnestly to declare that they are ready to join the League on condition that the Covenant be so amended that the League may become a more satisfactory instrument of Good-will, Justice and Democracy.

IX. Draft Treaties of Mutual Assistance
This Congress is of opinion that the Draft Treaties of Mutual Assistance presented to the Assembly of the League of Nations, and referred by it to the respective Governments for consideration, would increase the difficulties which already stand in the way of American membership in the League, and should be rejected for the following reasons among others:

1.  A general Treaty cannot provide any effective military protection and will in practice be broken up into Partial Treaties. 

2.  Partial Military Treaties are injurious to the solidarity of the League of Nations, and reintroduces the worst features of the Balance of Power.

3.  It is most improbable that the Treaties would result in any substantial reduction of armaments, and they might actually in some cases increase armaments.

4.  It is impossible to define "aggression" in any way that will be satisfactory in practice, still less to define what is "aggressive policy" or "menace of aggression."

5.  Any Partial Treaties of the kind contemplated would concentrate the attention of the Council of the League of Nations on force - the organization of force and the danger of force - instead of upon conciliation and justice; they would deprive the judgments of the League even of the measure of impartiality they now possess.

X. The Churches and War
The Congress deplores the passive assistance that the Churches have given to war in the past, and recognizes with joy symptoms of a changing attitude.  It expresses the hope that in the future the Churches will oppose all war.

XI. Protection of National Minorities
Resolved:

1. That the Fourth Biennial Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom asks the League of Nations to Organize a special Permanent Commission on National Minorities.

2. That the minority Treaties be amended in favor of the National Minorities, and that the Treaties so amended be enforced at least in all countries which are members of the League of Nations.

5TH CONGRESS, DUBLIN, 1926
I. MIGRATION
Believing that all restriction of the free and peaceful migration of peoples contradicts the fundamental principles of peace and freedom and impressed by the menace to morality to which the present restrictions of emigration lead through the frequent enforced separation of families:

This Congress asks the Economic Commission to deal with this question as one of vital importance.
II. ANTISEMITISM
This Congress convinced that the Antisemitic movement is a constant menace, expresses the need of contending against Antisemitism amongst the youth in schools and universities.

III. Equality of Sexes
Whereas women of the world are today denied full equality although it is of vital importance that they have power to direct with authority their own lives and equally with men to direct the affairs of the world:

Be it resolved: that this Congress affirms its belief in the political, social and economic equality of the sexes, and in the right of women to equal opportunity and recognition in the industrial field.

IV. Imperialistic Control
Resolved: that, the WILPF being opposed in principle to the forcible control of one people by another;

This Congress supports the intention of the United Sates Section to work for the evacuation of Haiti and the independence of the Philippines.

V. Passports
In the interest of free intercourse among the peoples of the world,

This Congress protests against the continuation of passport requirements between nations, and particularly against the secrecy of the archives collected by the secret service departments of all governments and used by them as a basis for the refusal of passports and visas and the circulation of unproved charges against innocent citizens, who are thus condemned without a hearing.

VI. Political Prisoners and Conscientious Objectors
Resolved: that this Congress demands general amnesty for political prisoners in all countries and sends greetings and sympathy to those men who on account of conscientious objections are now in prison for refusing military service.  

6TH CONGRESS, PRAGUE, 1929
I. Pacific Settlement of International Disputes
This Congress holds that the acceptance of the obligations to settle all international disputes by peaceful methods is of paramount importance not only as a means of preventing war, but also because it is the foundation upon which the security of the world community can be built up.

It urges all National Sections to work unremittingly for the substitution everywhere of law for war, so that the Renunciation of war as an instrument of national policy may be made a reality.

II. Telegrams to Russia and China
The Women's International League in Congress assembled appreciate efforts already made by National Government of China for peaceful settlement dispute with Russia, carrying out the long history peaceful aims of Chinese people.  Urge further efforts to keep peace of world and fulfill promise of Kellogg Pact.

Realizing that the present Soviet Government has continuously declared a position in favour of complete disarmament and its opposition to war and remembering its restraint in former trying international circumstances, Women's International League have faith that Russia together with China will find a way to settle the present difficulties, in the spirit and letter in which it signed the Kellogg Pact.

III. Minorities
In view of the fact that there are still minorities who are inadequately protected, the WILPF considers that it is necessary to have a general system of protection for all minorities.  This general system would facilitate an improvement in the present system for the protection of minorities in the States which have already accepted international obligations in this matter.

The states which have signed the Minorities treaty are unwilling to accept fresh obligations until all states without exception are ready to consider the protection of minorities as an essential part of the international law and to secure it by treaties.

For those reasons the W.I.L.P.F recommends its National Sections to request their governments:

1. To include the protection of minorities in the fundamental laws of the country in question.

2. To take steps within the League of Nations to improve the present system and to have the international protection of minorities made of general application.

IV. Serbo-Bulgarian frontier
The Congress of the Women's International League assembled at Prague, views with the greatest concern the threatening situation on the Serbo-Bulgarian frontier and the fact that in the villages which have been cut in two by the frontier there are constant assassinations.

The Congress urges the States Members of the League of Nations to bring this situation to the notice of the 10th Assembly under Article 11 of the Covenant in order that, if necessary an International Committee of Inquiry should be appointed and that all possible measures should be taken to promote the pacification of the region.

V. Austria
The Sixth International Congress of the W.I.L.P.F held in Prague August 23-28, 1929 has learned with great regret and anxiety that civil war threatens Austria.

This not only endangers the existence and welfare of a highly cultured and much beloved nation, but might also lead to international trouble culminating in a world war.

The establishment of any kind of dictatorship could not prevent the probable grave international consequences following an Austrian civil war.  Moreover the liberal achievements of a democratic 

7TH CONGRESS, GRENOBLE, 1932
I. Kellogg Pact
Considering that in general the existing constitutions are not in conformity with the obligations of the Briand-Kellogg Pact, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges its National Sections to demand from their Governments and Parliaments revision of their respective Constitutions in order effectively to outlaw war as an instrument of national policy.
II. Principles of the W.I.L.P.F
In the anxious days when the fate of the world seems to hang in the balance and violence is growing in many directions throughout the world, this VIIth Congress assembled in Grenoble desires to re--affirm the stand of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom and all its National Groups and Sections, against violence and oppression of every kind; whether employed between different nations, classes or individuals and whether under the influence of Fascism or Communism or any other system of government.  It declares the League to have no financial affiliation with nor to be under the domination of any political party, national or international or any government whatsoever.

The W.I.L.P.F aims at uniting women in all countries who are opposed to every kind of war, exploitation and oppression and who work for universal disarmament and for the solution of conflicts by the recognition of human solidarity, by conciliation and arbitration, by world co-operation, and by the establishment of social, political and economic justice for all, without distinction of sex, race, class or creed.  The work of all National Sections is based upon the statements adopted and the Resolutions passed by the International Congresses of the League.

III. Opium
The Anti-Opium Commission follows with growing anxiety the increasing evil effects on health and morals developed by the trade, smuggling and use of noxious drugs in many countries, especially in the East.  The efforts of individual Governments and authorities to stop trade and smuggling by legal measurements and penalties can be of no effect; only collective action by all countries can bring change.

After years of negotiations, conference, examination etc., the Opium Commission of the League of Nations, in which 57 countries were represented, adopted a Convention in 1931 which, when ratified and put into effect, will check the overproduction of noxious drugs which is the root of evil.

To bring this Convention into effect, it is necessary to have the ratification of four of the following countries: France, United States, Great Britain, Japan, Holland, Germany, Switzerland and Turkey.

The Seventh Congress of the W.I.L.P.F., meeting in Grenoble, urges the Governments and Parliaments of the countries in question to ratify the Convention proposed by the Opium Commission of the League of Nations as rapidly as possible; it further appeals to all organizations, all men and women, in the countries concerned, who combat opium and noxious drugs, to make every effort to secure from their Government, as promptly as possible, ratification of the Convention.

8TH CONGRESS, ZURICH, 1934
l. POLITICAL ORIENTATION OF THE WORK OF WILPF (POLISH SECTION)
The WILPF should realize to their full extent the principles established by its program and therefore

a) should make effective efforts to solve all conflicts by means of human solidarity as well as by the collaboration of all and not by means of an understanding with certain parties;

b) should contribute through its work, complete impartiality, consistent with firm opposition to acts contrary to the principles of the League even in States whose constitution otherwise enjoys its high consideration;

c) should in no case approve of the application of constraint even for a justifiable purpose, for, according to this program, the League must always maintain its position of defender of peace and of the method of evolution, proceeding by persuasion and propaganda;

d) should never take a decision on the problems of national sections without first coming to an understanding with national sections which, as being better informed as to local conditions and possibilities, should have a deciding voice in all cases which concern them.

II. POLITICAL ORIENTATION OF THE WORK OF THE WILPF (TUNIS SECTION)
The Tunis Section having considering the declarations of the French and English Sections and the declaration adopted at the Executive Meeting of March 1934, and studied them in the light of its experience in a country where so many races and religions are face to face, is convinced that the League cannot and should not fuse its action with that of political parties, from which it is differentiated by its belief in non-violence.

At the present moment it appears to us that the action of our League should remain strictly pacifist.  It certainly must endeavor unceasingly to combat violence.  Making use of the press and of official channels, each Section owes it to itself to recall the public conscience to respect for human life and to tolerance.

Nevertheless if this truly pacifist activity should fail, our full material and moral support would, in accordance with the declaration adopted at the Executive Meeting (March 1934), go to those standing against Fascism for the defense of the ideas of peace and liberty, which are the raison d'être of our League.

III. A PEACE CONFERENCE FOR REVISION OF TREATIES (MAYREDER GROUP, AUSTRIA)
The general situation is so threatening and conditions so intolerable that we see no way out except through the calling of a new Peace conference to deal seriously and definitively with the revision of the Peace Treaties.

We therefore propose as the chief work of our League that it should do its utmost to further such a Conference and bring it to pass.

IV. NATIONAL MINORITY - ANTISEMITISM (CZECHO-SLOVAK SECTION)
Jews in Germany have been deprived of equal rights on the ground of their racial descent and refused the rights guaranteed to Minorities.  They are thus expelled from the ranks of peoples entitled to equality of status.

This is a violation of the moral principles on which human society is founded.  The WILPF  therefore urges the League of Nations to recognize the right of members of the Jewish population as entitled to be treated as a national minority and to secure them in this right by international guarantee.

V. SCIENTIFIC PREPARATION FOR PEACE (DUTCH SECTION)
The WILPF, convinced that the old methods in the relations between nations have failed, urges the governments of the world to take the initiative

(a) for the organization of the scientific preparation of peace, based on expert study of the psychological methods, which may be applied for the creation of a better and purer international atmosphere;

(b)  for the establishment of an International Institute under the auspices of the League of Nations, in which medical doctors, psychologists and sociologists shall study the psychological causes of war, the way to cure them, and the methods by which to create an atmosphere in which the peace-thought should so strongly prevail that it would be impossible to disturb it.

Explanatory statement: In making the suggestion we have especially in mind the methods applied by those, whose advantage lies in war and the preparation for war.  They are sure to be excellent psychologists, in making the best use they can of the fact that mankind is easily led to believe that others are a menace to them.

As this is purely brought about by psychological methods and carries with it such disastrous results, we think it of the utmost importance that a special study be made of the way in which psychological influence may be led into an other direction and be used for constructive purposes.

VI. INTERNATIONAL RADIO (CZECHO-SLOVAK SECTION)
Various speeches and pronouncements such as would create fear, war psychoses and hatred towards other countries have recently been broadcast by international radio from various countries.

The WILPF is urged to use its influence with the International Radio to induce it not to contribute to provocation and incitement to hatred by to serve all that makes for culture and better relations between peoples.

VII. COMPARATIVE DISCUSSION OF SOCIALIST PROGRAMS AT A SUMMER SCHOOL (CZECHO-SLOVAK SECTION)
The Zurich Congress or one of the first Summer Schools that may be arranged should prepare a precise report in regard to the concrete aims of Socialist political parties (Social Democracy, National-Socialism, Communism) and send it to the National Sections.

Establishment of a WILPF Committee on International Education (Mayredere Group of the Austrian Section)

Our group again makes the proposal for the Establishment of an Educative Committee of our own.

Explanatory Statement:  Our Education Committee have constantly felt the want of centralization of our work. It is not enough to oppose militaristic education, it makes its way nevertheless, directly and by all sorts of side routes, unless a whole new legal groundwork is established.  Congresses at which official representatives of schools and educational systems make fine speeches are of little value.  Our league ought to set up a Commission to bring together whatever is accomplished or needs to be accomplished in constructive work.  This Commission should gradually win such recognition in educational and official circles that it might not only see to the carrying out of the resolutions adopted at Congresses and so forth but itself initiate them.  It should therefore seek connection with the Geneva International Bureau of Education and also when possible with schools and other educational authorities in the separate countries.  It is to be hoped that our League will also be represented at the Congress at Warsaw.

The way to carry out the establishment of the Educational Commission that is to be set up we leave to the Zurich Congress but we expressly declare that we are ready to collaborate most closely.

VIII. EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS AT THE EIGHTH CONGRESS
Resolution on Equal Rights for Women - presented by Dr. Alice Paul, with 99 signatures

Whereas four American Republics have recently signed a Treaty to remove from their laws all discrimination based on sex, reading “The contracting states agree that upon the ratification of this Treaty, men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the territory subject to their jurisdiction”;

Whereas this international agreement points a practical and speedy way to establish Equal Rights for women throughout the entire world;

Whereas this victory is particularly heartening at this time when the forces of reaction are taking away from women in Europe a large part of their freedom;

Be it resolved that this Congress gives its approval to the Equal Rights Treaty and asks its Sections to work for it in their respective countries.

IX. RESOLUTION ON PACIFISTS IMPRISONED IN GERMANY
The Czecho-Slovak Section earnestly begs the Congress to proceed as rapidly as possible to take action for the release of pacifists imprisoned in German concentration camps and there maltreated and slowly tortured to death.  To this end the Czecho-Slovak Section makes the following proposals:

The Congress shall choose from its members one English woman, one French woman and one American, Dutch or Swiss woman and commission them to go to Berlin as representing the whole Congress.

All these chosen shall be from western countries and as far as possible internationally known personalities.  The Congress shall endeavor to learn exactly what steps were taken in Germany by the English woman who rescued Frau Seger and her child.  The delegates can thereupon make the best practicable plans for their visit to Berlin (visits to different Ministers, permits for concentration camps etc.)

The Congress shall provide the delegates with the necessary means.

The Congress shall endeavor to secure the fullest possible publicity for its undertaking through the international press. 

The Congress shall commission the delegates to present the following memorial to all German official bodies that it is possible to reach and to reinforce it by personal representatives.

X. DRAFT FOR CONGRESS MEMORIAL: ON BEHALF OF PACIFIST PRISONERS IN GERMANY.
The Eighth Congress of the WILPF, held at Zurich, September 3-8, 1934, addresses itself to the Government of Germany:

It respectfully begs the serious attention of the German authorities for the following considerations and requests them to give serious weight to the request submitted by the Congress.

The Congress is an international gathering of women who stand for peace and the reconciliation of peoples.  They follow with profound grief the fate in the concentration camps of German pacifists with whom they are closely united by a common point of view and by former work together. They cannot believe that work done purely for peace can be harmful to any State.

They therefore regard the imprisoned pacifists as innocent victims and consider it as their first duty to help them.  They herewith appeal to the Government of Germany to alleviate the fate of these unfortunates and to restore them to freedom.  They make this appeal in the name of .....women from....countries.  They venture to say that they speak in the name of the civilized world.  They suffering of Carl von Ossietzky, Kurt Hiller and the other imprisoned pacifists have horrified the world. It awaits and expects action.  The Congress is convinced that the German Government realizes this fact, that it gives it due weight and that it is already considering the release of prisoners.  The purpose of this memorial is to confirm the Government in this intention and to induce it to hasten its decision. The release of the pacifists from the concentration camps would be of the greatest significance.  It would put an end to indescribable suffering and save valuable human lives from painful extinction.  It would also procure fresh sympathy for the German people and greatly add to the weight of their peace assurances.  The Congress is convinced that the German authorities will not close their mind to these considerations.  It commissions the representatives of three (or four) nations to deliver this manifesto personally and to endeavor by personal conversation to secure its favorable reception.  The Congress confidently hopes that the German Government will give a friendly reception of its delegations and make their heavy task as easy as may be.

XI. RESOLUTION WOMEN PRISONERS IN GERMANY SUPPORTED BY A LARGE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES OF DELEGATES OF DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.  IT READS AS FOLLOWS:
The Eighth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, which met in Zurich September 3-8, 1934, with 148 members from 15 countries, protests with the strongest terms against the arbitrary killing and brutal torture of men and women in Germany.

As women, women are peculiarly our concern.

Women alike of “Aryan” and Jewish race,

Women of the aristocracy, the middle class and the working class,

Women regardless of age and opinion,

Nursing mothers with their babies, pregnant women,

Women who have been separated from their children for months are imprisoned, tortured by medieval methods, and murdered in German police cells, prisons, S.A and S.S. barracks and concentration camps.

We ask the “Fuhrer” of Germany:

Where is the wife of the Bavarian member of Parliament, Hans Beimler?

Where is the wife of the Prussian member of Parliament, Steinfurth?

Where are the wives of Dressel, Goetz and Hausmann killed at Dachau?

Wehre is Fanny Plankc of Oberwiesnenfeld in North Bavaria?

Where is the former member of the Reichstag Lene Overlach?

Where is the member of Parliament Lene Kirsch?

Where is Lotte Gehrmann from Berlin?

Who murdered Franziska Kessel from Mainz, member of the Reichstag?

Who murdered Wilhelmine Struth from Hamborn?

Who murdered Anna Roeder from Berlin?

Who murdered seventy years old Frau Bicki from Weissensee-Berlin?

Who murdered Frau Arbets from Gladbach?

Who murdered Gertrud Pieper, in the Brandenburg concentration camp?

Who murdered Kathe Senohof from Duisburg?

Who murdered Grete Messing from Selb?

Who is torturning to death Anne-Marie Jacobs, social worker from Hamburg?

Where, in a State where such crimes occur, is Democracy, in the mane of which Fuhrer, when he proclaimed the plebiscite of August 19, proudly appealed to the world?

Where is the Equality for Germans in Germany which the Fuhrer emperatively demands from foreign countries?

We will not cease to make the truth about Germany known in our own countries until the prisoners are released and amends given for the tortured and murdered German women.

Xll. RESOLUTION ON DEPRIVATION OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS PASSED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MARCH 1934, TO BE ENDORSED BY CONGRESS WITH ADDITION PROPOSED BY E. WAERN-BUGGE.  THE TEXT READS AS FOLLOWS:
The Executive Committee of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Geneva, March 1934, is much disturbed by the developments of many countries where more and more under pretext of the economic crisis, women are dismissed from office or refused employment and are thus robbed, together with their dependents, of all means of livelihood.

Not sex, but ability, knowledge and skill should be decisive in the choice of a person for an office or job.

Even in times of economic crisis and political disturbance, women have the same right as men to the earning of a livelihood in any field and to all educational opportunities.

We claim also for mothers the right to guide their children as they see fit.

We demand that in every country where women have been deprived of these rights they shall be reinstated.

E. Waern-Bugge, in moving this resolution, calls special attention to the way in which recent German policies take away from mothers the possibility of guiding the manner in which their children are brought up as well as to the difficulties put in the way of their employment.  She says that she is not herself satisfied with the text which she had not time to prepare as she wished.

Xlll. RESOLUTION ON CONCENTRATION CAMPS
The Eighth Congress of the WILPF urges its members - as a matter of immediate urgency - to work

1. For the abolition of concentration camps and of all imprisonment without accusation and prompt trial by regular judicial processes;

2. Against exposure of prisoners to personal maltreatment by police, prison or camp officials or at the hands of lynchers.

XIV. RESOLUTION ON AUSTRIA
1. The constant attacks which are made against the independence of Austria, constitute a most serious danger not only for Austria, but also for the Peace of Europe.  The Congress in session in Zurich (Sept 3-8) urgently begs therefore that a State Member of the League of Nations call the attention of the Council to this danger and demand that the League take action (under Art. 11 of the League of Nations Covenant).

2. The position in Austria constitutes moreover a permanent danger so long as external interference prevents internal tranquility.

The Congress therefore demands the establishment of a permanent Commission of the League of Nations for the Study of the Austrian problem and offers the following points for consideration in judging the position

Political union with Germany is at present impossible and is not desired by Austria.  The extension of the Nazi regime to Austria would mean the ruin of the country.  France and Italy would never agree to such an increase of Germany’s power and the danger of war would become imminent.

The “Gleichschaltung” of Austria would have the same results; and independent Nazi-Austria would take orders from Berlin.

The restoration of the monarchy is unacceptable, if only for the reason that Czecho-Slovakia would see therein a threat of war.

The independence of Austria is urgently necessary, but it must be seriously meant and must not signify the protectorate of another State.  To this end the neutrality of Austria and her return to democracy must be established under the guarantee of the League of Nations.  The League of Nations Commission should include representatives of England, France and Czecho-Slovakia.

XV. TELEGRAM TO SENATOR NYE (PROPOSED BY DOROTHY DETZER, US SECTION)
Congress congratulates the Nye Commission on the excellent beginning made in its investigation of munitions, news of which has been carried through the world.

9TH CONGRESS, LUHACOVICE, 1937
I. SPAIN
1.  Telegram to Lord Plymouth, President of the Non-Intervention Committee, London:

In view of the negotiations now being carried on in London the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom in session at Luhacovice repeats its claim made before, that the foreign troops be withdrawn from Spain before any decisions are taken and, in any case, condemns any effort to accord to Franco the belligerent rights thus putting on the same footing the aggressor and the victim.

29th July 1937

2.  To the President of the Council of the League of Nations, Geneva:

Resolved that for the sake of the Spanish people and their culture and in interest of World Peace endangered by the invasion of Spain by foreign troops,

the XIth World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, in session at Luhacovice from July 27-31, 1937 urges that the League of Nations shall take steps to secure the immediate withdrawal of all foreign troops, including the Moorish troops, and then to secure peace as quickly as possible.

II. CHINA
Telegram to Mr. Eden, Foreign Minister of Great Britain, Mr. Chautemps, Prime Minister of France and Mr. Avenol, Secretary General of the League of Nations, the President of the League of Nations Council, Geneva.

Dismayed at Sino-Japanese situation Women's International Congress assembled at Luhacovice urges immediate application of article 17 Covenant.  30th July 1937

III. JAPAN
Cable to the Government of Japan, Tokyo :

The IXth World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, held at Luhacovice, July 27-31, protests to the Japanese Government against the invasion of Chinese territory by Japanese troops and urges their immediate withdrawal.  The peoples are appalled by this renewal of massacre of men.

IV. ETHIOPIA
The IXth World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, in session at Luhacovice from July 27-31, 1937, accepts with acclamation and sends forward to the League of Nations, Geneva, the following Resolution: 

In the near future the League of Nations will have to decide whether the conquest of Ethiopia be considered by the League as accomplished.  Before the eyes of all the world a crime has been committed against a whole nation.  The most perfect inventions of modern technique have been used in the service of barbarism.  A world has been forced to look on, though revolting against it, while the League of Nations did not dare to intervene to prevent the atrocities by using all the means at its disposal.

We are often told that especially a small nation has no possibility to influence the final decision of the League. But nothing can deprive us of the right and the duty to oppose the acceptance of an injustice.

We are not blind to the economic sacrifices which the states which do not accept the conquest of Ethiopia and her obliteration as a free nation, voluntarily impose on themselves.  But there are also other values than the economic ones.

The Swedish Section of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom appeal to their Government to take into consideration and lay stress on the points of view presented above when the matter comes before the Council and the Assembly of the League of Nations thus acting in accordance with the principles expressed in Art. 10 of the Covenant.

V. POLITICAL PRISONERS
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom assembled in Congress at Luhacovice from July 27-31, 1937, demand once more the liberation of the innumerable victims who are still to-day kept in jail and in concentration camps for their devotion to the cause of Peace and Freedom.

VI. RIGHT OF ASYLUM 
The IXth World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, in session at Luhacovice (Czechoslovakia) July 27-31, states that there is a rapidly increasing number of political refugees from Fascist states, who are being deprived of their nationality and social status because even in democratic countries the Right of Asylum and the right to work is not legally secured.

So far, it was only through voluntary relief organizations that refugees were saved from the worst social catastrophe.  Even these efforts must fail, if the question of right of asylum and right to work is not settled once and for al, and if a constructive solution is not found through close cooperation between the Governments and the relief organizations.

In order to obtain the necessary measures on which depend the destiny of hundreds of thousands of people persecuted for their political or religious outlook or their race the Congress appeals to Governments to appoint mixed committees in their respective countries on which shall sit representatives of the relief organizations and of refugees to define the legal position of political and other refugees and find a solution for the legal and economic difficulties of refugees recognized by it as such.

Convinced of the great importance of the Convention on International Status of certain categories of Refugees, (Geneva, October 28, 1933, Doc. No. C 650 M. 311) ratified since by Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Norway, Denmark, Italy, France and Great Britain.,

this Congress urges the signature and ratification of a Convention based on the provisional arrangements for the Status of Refugees coming from Germany (Geneva, July 4, 1936, Doc No. 362 M.237) adapting where necessary the legislation and the practice of each State to the standard of human rights which is internationally recognized.

The Congress hopes that any future Treaty will include all categories of refugees whether they are refugees because of one political system or the other or because of their race or their religious conviction, whether they have lost their nationality or not.  Such Treaty must contain provisions for the safeguarding of their right to work.  

The Congress appeals to the League of Nations to set up within its framework a Commission which will be responsible for the legal and juridical protection of all refugees and for the coordination of unofficial activities on their behalf.  This Commission would take over the work for which the Nansen Office and the High Commission for Refugees coming from Germany are at present responsible.

It urges that a definite decision with regard to legal and juridical protection of refugees may be taken by the Assembly of the League of Nations in September this year. If no settlement is arrived at, this Congress presses for an immediate meeting of Governments postponed from last July to deal with a Convention for the Protection of Refugees coming from Germany.

The majority of the Executive Committee in considering the above Statement on the Right of Asylum, wishes to suggest that in any further convention to safeguard the rights of refugees it should be recommended to Governments that limitation of freedom of speech, assembly and communication should not go beyond the limitations imposed by laws of the country upon its own citizens.

VII. THE SCOTTSOBORO NEGROES
To the Governor of the State of Alabama, U.S.A.:

The IX the World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom has learned with great satisfaction that the national and international campaign which has been going for years against the unjust death sentence on the eight young Negroes of Scottsboro has at last resulted in having the innocence of four of them proved and the death sentence withdrawn.

Though it is not possible to wipe away the great misery suffered by those under sentence or death nor to give back to them the years of freedom which have been taken from them, this International Congress desires most respectfully to inquire what recompense the State Authorities of Alabama plan to give these four young men belonging to a minority race in the US who were so unjustly imprisoned: 

1. in case their health has suffered, to do everything possible to restore it,

2. to give them the possibility and the means of creating for themselves an existence corresponding to their inclination and their capacities.

3. The Congress demands further that the four Negroes still in jail be freed.

VIII. NOBEL PRIZE TO MAHATMA GANDHI
To the Nobel Prize Committee, Oslo:

The IXth World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Luhacovice, July 27-31, 1937, supports t he proposal to award the Nobel Prize to Mahatma Gandhi.

IX. WORLD PEACE PRIZE AWARD TO ROSIKA SCHWIMMER
The IX the World Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Luhacovice, July 27-31, 1937 welcomes and supports the campaign of the International Committee for the World Peace Prize Award to Rosika Schwimmer; an unofficial democratic tribute to the great pacifist leader who, at the very outbreak of the World War in 1914 was the first to demand neutral action for peace and armistice and the fist in our 1915 Congress at the Hague to originate and carry through the plan of delegations with our message to the warring and neutral Governments.

10TH CONGRESS, LUXEMBOURG, 1946
I. PRELIMINARY STATEMENT  
In face of the new situation created by the horrors through which so many of our members have passed, this Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom desires solemnly to affirm its adherence to the necessity of firmly maintaining respect for the human rights of each individual friend or ex-enemy alike, and its earnest desire that not only liverty but good will shall govern the action and thought of all the national sections.

II. MIGRATION  
The 10th Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in session in Luxembourg, August 4-9, 1946, would respectfully petition the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations to initiate at the earliest practicable opportunity an International Conference on Migration to deal with the entire field of migration as it relates to provisions regarding the stateless, to passports, visas, exit-entrance permits and all the regulations hampering the normal movement of peoples.


We believe that out of such a conference should come a series of conventions and agreements consistent with the needs of the modern world.

III. FORCED LABOR 
The 10th Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, in session at Luxembourg, August 4th to 9th, 1946, protests against the use of prisoners of war in forced labor.  We ask that the Peace Conference now meeting at Paris shall revise the provisions agreed upon at Potsdam and carry out the spirit of the Geneva Convention by agreeing to return all prisoners of war as soon as possible to their respective countries, unless this procedure would endanger life.

IV. DISPLACED PERSONS IN CAMPS
The 10th Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom in session at Luxembourg from 4th-9th August 1946, reminds military and other bodies now in charge of displaced persons in camps, of the need for recognition of human dignity in dealing with them and of the need for the maximum amount of work and freedom that is possible, so that they may be fitted to take their place again in normal human society at the earliest available opportunity.

11TH CONGRESS, COPENHAGEN, 1949
I. WOMEN IN THE UNITED NATIONS
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Having considered the report of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedoms Consultant at the United Nations,

Draws the attention of Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom national Sections to the fact that at the Ninth Session (July/August 1949) of the Economic and Social Council, as in previous sessions, a very small number of women was included in the delegations of the eighteen governments which form the Economic and Social Council.

This fact led to the situation that also at the meetings of the Social Committee, when the report of the Third Session of the Commission on the Status of Women was discussed, only two governments were represented by women alternate delegates:  the Government of India and that of Poland.

This Congress appeals to all Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom Sections in member States of the United Nations to cooperate with other women’s organizations in approaching their governments in a special effort to have more women delegates to take a leading part in the discussions of questions concerning the Status of Women.

This appeal does not imply, however, that the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom believes that women ought not to take their full share in shaping United Nations policies on all other questions concerning the political, economic and social life of their countries.  On the contrary, we hold that only complete cooperation of men and women as full equals in shaping and making decisions in the United Nations will bring about the fulfillment of the aims and principles laid down in the United Nations Charter.

II. THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AS AN INSTRUMENT OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Concerned over the tendency of members of the Economic and Social Council to consider questions under discussion in terms of the particular conditions and interests of the eighteen countries they represent rather than on a level of broad international policy, appeals to members of the Economic and Social Council to be continuously conscious of and act in accordance with the fact that the framers of the Charter had intended the United Nations to be “a center for harmonizing the actions of nations” (Art. 1,4) and that delegates on the Economic and Social Council were visualized as a means for giving voice to whatever is essential for the well-being of ALL the peoples in the United Nations.

III. STATELESS PEOPLE - TERMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE ORGANIZATION
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Expresses its profound anxiety over the decision make by the General Council of the International Refugee Organization of June 30, 1950.

In view of the distressing fact that there will still be in various parts of the world, mainly in Europe, and more specially in Germany, large numbers of refugees at present under the International Refugee Organization's mandate who are stateless and will not enjoy governmental protection, 

This Congress urges speedy action on the following proposals:

1. That the international protection, legal and political, of refugees should continue without bread;

2. That the Office of a High Commissioner be established within the framework of the United Nations entrusted with this responsibility;

3. That an international fund be established to be administered by the High Commissioner for the purpose of granting material assistance to refugees after June 30, 1950;

4. That Governments be urged to adopt the most liberal immigration policies so as to enable the International Refugee Organization to complete its tasks to the fullest degree possible and to give homes and citizenship to those who are stateless.

To National Sections of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom this Congress appeals to impress upon their Governments their grave concern and the very great seriousness of the situation which is bound to arise, unless far reaching arrangements are make NOW to cope with the human problems of the most miserable of the miserable victims of persecution and war.

While making this appeal for immediate measures, this Congress is fully aware of the fact that such measures would be mere palliatives unless the fundamental problems of Statelessness, neglected for so long, receive early concentrated attention and urges prompt action by the United Nations organs concerned for the elimination of Statelessness at its source.  Such action alone will permanently remove a situation which has long been a shame of civilization.

IV. NON GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE UNITED NATIONS
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Appreciating the efforts on the part of the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies to implement Art. 71 of the United Nations Charter by making more articulate the voice of the peoples in the countries represented in the various organs and Specialized Agencies of the United Nations,

Expresses the hope that Non Governmental Organizations will be given increasing facilities to make the best use of the privileges granted them and to enable them to make their full contribution to promote the great cause of the United Nations.

V. FRANCO SPAIN
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Having followed the discussions on Franco Spain at the Third Session (2nd part) of the General Assembly of the United Nations with very great concern, 

Having considered the fact that conditions in Franco Spain have not improved since 1946, 

Call upon national Sections of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom to urge their governments loyally to uphold the letter and the spirit of the Resolution on Franco Spain adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 12, 1946.

To the people of Spain this Congress expresses its profound sympathy and hope that a democratic Spain will soon be welcomed to membership in the United Nations and all its organs.

VI. VIET NAM
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Considering:

That all colonial powers have promised to guide and orientate gradually the indigenous population towards political independence,

That several such territories, among others the Viet Nam, have arrived at a self-governing state and now request such independence,

Considering also that no prejudice of color, no idea of so-called superiority of the white race should be taken into account, shall place these territories under the administration of the Trusteeship Council for a limited period of five to ten years, during which time they should gain their complete independence.

Such a policy by member States should put an end to the recent practice of making and reversing decisions regarding Non Self Governing peoples in deference to the wishes of colonial powers.

XI DISARMAMENT
The XIth International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen from August 15-19, 1949,

Reaffirms its opposition to all forms of warfare.

Believing that military preparedness tends to lull the nations into a sense of false security, since there is no real defense against modern weapons of war, while prejudicing the atmosphere of reconciliation which is a necessary condition for the settlement of disputes, urges the nations cooperating through the United Nations:

a) to continue to seek agreement of outstanding problems around the conference table;

b) to advocate in the United Nations, as the only real safeguard of security, the systematic reduction of armaments in all member States, as proposed in the General Assembly, December 1946.  As a first step toward this end, the Congress recommends that all nations join in demanding that the consideration of disarmament be placed high on the agenda of the next session of the United Nations General Assembly Meeting, September 30, 1949, or, failing this, that a special session of the General Assembly be called to consider this plan;

c) To consider sympathetically and seriously any proposal along these lines put forward from any source;

d) To make persistent efforts to achieve the necessary minimum of agreement for control of the use of atomic energy, and the secure the prohibition of the preparation of all means of mass devastation, including atomic and biological weapons, together with the destruction of all existing stocks;

e) To secure the establishment of a Permanent Board of Mediation of the United Nations to operate in all disputes between member States, including all those about the program of general disarmament;

f) To urge the speedy establishment of a voluntary constabulary under the United Nations control and not composed of national units;

g) To overcome fear by extended functional cooperation and so to achieve the peace which the people of the world desire.

Passed by the Executive Committee

I. RELATIONS WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
The International Executive Committee of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen, August 20/21, 1949, declares:

a) That the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom maintains its policy of not affiliating with any other international organization.  This is not intended to apply to national or international coordinating organizations.

b) National Sections, while not affiliating, are at liberty to cooperate to the fullest possible extend with such other organizations as are working in harmony with their aims.

II. UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S EMERGENCY FUND
The International Executive Committee of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, assembled at Copenhagen, August 20/21, 1949,

Warmly commends the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund for its distribution of vital supplies to children, guided by only one consideration, the children’s urgent need.

Endorsing the former principle of giving priority to the child victims of aggression, we are gratified to note the extension of the program of the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund into countries of Latin America, the Near East and the Far East.  

Commending particularly the addition of child health to the program of the UN’s International Children’s Emergency Fund through its close cooperation with the World Health Organization, we urge that the cooperation, counsel and services of other Specialized Agencies of the United Nations be utilized in building an overall program for children.

Cognizant of the resolutions of the Third General Assembly which asked governments to make further contributions to the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund and peoples to conduct a Second United Nations Appeal for Children, we urge:


I) That consideration be given to the successful money raising activities of volunteer groups in more than forty countries participating in the First Appeal, and


II) That the further cooperation of these groups be secured by including at the earliest possible date all these countries in the benefits of the United nations International Children’s Emergency Fund distribution.

We further recommend that a more unified children’s agency be developed within the United Nations, working as a permanent fund, not an emergency fund, supported by the appropriations of the Governments of the member nations, volunteer organizations and individuals throughout the world and administered for the world’s children.  

12TH CONGRESS, PARIS, 1953
I. RATIFICATION OF THE GENEVA PROTOCOL
Believing the use and even the preparation of chemical and biological weapons to be a crime against humanity

The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Requests all Governments to ratify without reservation, if they have not already done so, the Geneva Protocol of the 17th June, 1925, on the prohibition of the use of poison gas and bacteriological warfare.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom makes an urgent appeal, moreover, to all the Governments to give a clear undertaking that they will no longer experiment on or manufacture such weapons.

II. REFUGEES
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, expresses its firm conviction that the refugee problem should continue to form a vital part of the work of International Headquarters and of the Section.

Firstly: because the vastness of the accumulation of human misery and despair involved renders it one of the main barriers to the building of peace and endangers the social life of the whole world community. Roughly 60 million people are still uprooted and it is estimated that Korea will ultimately add another 10 million to the total.

Secondly: because the basic need of the refugee is for a home, spiritual as well as material, and a job, and the fact that he is without either is a flagrant denial of Human Rights for which the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom should and does unceasingly work.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom feels very strongly that these Human Rights should be granted to everyone - without discrimination on political or any other grounds.

III. RACE RELATIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Deeply regrets the decision of the Government of the Union of South Africa refusing admission to the United nations Commission of Three charged by the General Assembly to study the racial situation in South Africa in the light and principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

And in view of these circumstances is glad to note t hat the Commission accepts testimony, written or oral, by representatives of Governments of Member States of the United Nations; of Non-Governmental Organizations and also by private individuals.

IV. ADMISSION OF COUNTRIES TO THE UNITED NATIONS
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Advocates the admission to Membership of the United Nations of every country recognizing the purposes and accepting the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

V. AGAINST RACISM
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

States that, since its foundation in 1915 the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom has united women of many countries without discrimination of race.

It has fully approved the formal condemnation by the United Nations of the crime of Genocide and has studied with satisfaction the work of UNESCO on the subject of race and its conclusive condemnation of racism.

It welcomes every step taken, legal, social, educational and spiritual, to remove the disabilities resulting from race discrimination; but is distressed to see that racial discrimination is still practiced in numerous regions of the world.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom protests energetically against such practices which are unworthy of any civilized society, and is critical of Governments which not only do not repudiate the false theories which seek to justify such practices but even base their politics upon them.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom recalls to the States Members who have adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that it is their duty to ensure respect for the principles of the Declaration which imply absolute condemnation of all discrimination.

VI. KOREA
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953,

Rejoices that the fighting in Korea is ended;

And seeing in the meeting of the General Assembly of the United nations the possibility of a new era of cooperation in the Far East, urges the Assembly to draw the Government of the People's Republic of China into the forthcoming discussions at all points, recognizing it as the effective Government of that country.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom believes that no lasting peace can be established until the Peking Government is accorded its rightful place in the Security Council, the General Assembly and all other organizations of the United Nations.

VII. WATERWAYS AND POLAR REGIONS
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Observing the increasing evidence of conflict between certain nations in regard to the occupation and control of territories in the Polar Regions and of those waterways which are of international importance;

Recognizing the complexity of the issues involved and also the diversity of international organizations concerned with the study and regulation of the problems which arise in these fields;

Affirms its belief that, in order to remove such causes of international tension, these territories and waterways should be increasingly brought under some form of international control which would ensure the use of their facilities and resources for the benefit of all nations;

Urges the National Sections of the WILPF to study the matters which may be nearest to their governments; and

Commends to the International Executive of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom further consideration of these questions with a view to approaching the United Nations.

VIII. ARBITRATION
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Welcomes the recommendations to be brought to the United Nations General Assembly by the International Law Commission in connection with arbitration procedure at the Hague under the International Court of Justice,

And urges all National Sections of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom to study these recommendations and press Governments to support them.

IX. INDO-CHINA
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Distressed by the heavy loss of life and money already suffered by France and Viet-Nam,

Refuses to consider as a satisfactory solution the replacement of French solider by those of the Viet-Nam army and the financial assistance given by the United States which prolongs the war;

Strongly appeals to the Governments concerned to open negotiations for a "cease-fire" in Indo-China, and to arrange a  Peace Conference giving the people of Indo-China the right to self-determination and safe-guarding the legitimate interests of the whole population.

X. THE UNITED NATIONS REPORT ON FORCED LABOUR
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Which has always strongly supported the principles of Human Rights,

Declares that the question of Forced Labour is pertinent to the discussion of the Covenants on Human Rights.

The United Nations ad hoc Committee on Forced Labour has now released its Report on this question.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges the United Nations organs concerned to take energetic action on the basis of the Report.

XI.  STATIONING OF FOREIGN TROOPS
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Believing that the stationing of foreign troops in many countries, sometimes under conditions which amount to the granting of improper extra-territorial rights to the foreign powers concerned,

And believing that this state of affairs aggravates the danger of war and increases international misunderstanding,

Expresses its earnest desire to see these troops withdrawn and all foreign occupation ended with the least possible delay.

XII. THE BONN AND PARIS AGREEMENTS
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Protests vigorously against the Bonn and Paris Agreements which would re-establish the German army and are contrary to the spirit of the Charter of the United Nations, and 

Earnestly begs the National Sections of the Women's International league for Peace and Freedom whose Governments have not already ratified these agreements to persuade them not to do so.

XIII. COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS NOW IN THE SECRETARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Is shocked to earn that there are in the files of the Secretariat of the United nations thousands of Communications and Petitions which, due to lack of instructions from the competent organs of the United Nations, cannot be adequately handled;

Notes Articles 62 par. 2 of the United Nations Charter which authorizes the Economic and Social Council "to make recommendations for the purpose of promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all", thus providing the legal basis for action on the part of the Economic and Social Council;

Supports the proposal made to the Commission on Human Rights that a series of categories be set up to deal with the substance of the Communications and the underlying problems and principles revealed.  
This Congress suggests:

That the organ of the United Nations entrusted with handling Communications should classify them according to the underlying problems and principles involved and thereby minimize and discourage the odium of insult, accusation and attack in order to eliminate the widespread fear of mutual recrimination and scornful abuse;

That the concern of those in charge of processing Communications, rather than focusing attention on the charges of violations, should be to give a stronger sense of security to the victims of any violations; develop a greater realization of the significance of individual Human rights and stress the importance of the obligations assumed by those who signed the United Nations Charter.

This Congress shares the distress of the persecuted and oppressed who have looked to the United Nations for redress of their grievances and, realizing that it may take years to ratify the Covenants on Human Rights,

Urgently appeals to the Member States of the United Nations to exercise their good will and imagination and give to the UN Secretariat prompt instructions for action on the Communications now in the hands of the Secretary General.

XIV. THE RIGHT TO READ
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Deeply concerned about renewed attacks on the Freedom to Read pledges itself to defend, wherever necessary, everyone's right to think, to read and to judge.

Free thought, free writing, free reading are essential to the preservation of a free community and a creative culture.

The suppression of dissident ideas and controversy must, of necessity, destroy intellectual and spiritual diversity, flexibility and elasticity - the most precious characteristics of a democratic society.

XV. THE RIGHT TO EXPLOIT FREELY NATURAL WEALTH
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Notes with great interest the Resolution on the Right to Exploit Freely Natural Wealth and Resources" adopted by the Seventh General Assembly of the United Nations on December 21, 1952.

This Congress reminds Governments of the fact that the peoples of the world take the provisions of the Charter and the decisions of the United nations literally and very seriously, and also attach to this Resolution the expectation that its principles of justice and sovereignty will soon be translated into concrete and practical action at a time, when the peoples on Continents called under-developed but in fact under-privileged while striving very hard to achieve their political independence find themselves largely handicapped in their struggle for economic self-determination and independence.

In pleading for he rights of the peoples in question the XIIth Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom does not only plead for them and their own rights. The dangerous discrepancy now developing between their political emancipation on the one hand and their economic dependence on the other hand creates constant serious tension and must eventually lead to major conflict and war.

XVI. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

In pursuance of the Appeal for the Abolition of Capital Punishment addressed by the International Chairmen of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom to the Governments of the World on January 10, 1953

Urges WILPF National Sections and members to take the lead in creating in their respective countries public opinion strong enough to influence Parliaments and Governments to take the necessary steps for the Abolition of Capital Punishment.

Capital Punishment violates the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and disgraces any community which permits itself the right of sending fellow citizens to death. 

This Congress regrets the limitations of the present provisions of Article 5 of the Draft Convenant on Civil and Political Rights concerning Capital Punishment, and urges that this Article be amended to read:

"EVERYONE'S RIGHT TO LIFE SHALL BE PROTECTED BY LAW. THE DEATH PENALTY SHALL BE ABOLISHED."

XVII. THE RIGHT TO BE HEARD AND PROTECTED BY LAW (THE RIGHT OF PETITION)
The XII International Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Paris, August 4-8th, 1953, 

Deeply regrets that the provisions of Article 52 of the Draft Covenant of Human Rights as recommended by the recent Ninth Session of the Commission on Human Rights restrict to States Parties the right to bring matters concerning the violation of Human Rights to the attention of another State and, after six month, to the 'Committee' on Human Rights and,

Urges the coming Eighth General Assembly of the United Nations to protect those whose rights are violated by providing a new article entitling the Human Rights "Committee" (to be set up) to receive and consider also Communications from individuals and from Non-Governmental Organizations and to initiate itself proceedings in cases serious enough to justify international action by the United Nations.

While fully recognizing that the sovereignty of National Governments is a reality, this Congress, equally aware of the fact that recourse to national authorities may in many cases be exhausted or even impossible, holds that the discrepancy between the reality of national sovereignty on the one hand and the cruel reality of facts faced by the many legally unprotected, on the other hand, makes he right to petition from individuals and private organizations the more imperative.

It is the most earnest desire of this Congress to see the confidence of the peoples of the world in the work of the United Nations restored by the explicitly recognition through the General Assembly of the equal and inalienable right of ALL members of the human family to be heard, and protected by the rule of law- regardless of their nationality or residence.
Passed by the Executive Committee
I. FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom assembled in Paris, August 10-12th, 1953, and attended by delegates from many countries, 

Wishes to record an energetic protest against the lack of integrity in much of the contemporary press and would urge that every legal protection be given to the exercise of free judgment and discussion.

II. GERMANY AND THE PEACE TREATY
The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom assembled in Paris, August 10-12th, 1953, 

urgent that a conference of the Four Powers on the highest level be called to negotiate the final peace treaty with Germany.

The Women's' International League for Peace and Freedom recommends the following points to be considered in the negotiations :

1. That the status of Germany should be that of a Federation of her "Laender", unified, disarmed and neutralized;

2. That this status should be guaranteed by the Four Great Powers and the United Nations;

3. That the small neighboring countries should have a voice in the negotiations and be protected by the guarantees given;

4. That plans for neutralizing neighboring States should be developed with a view towards creating a broad belt across Europe of neutral States making them independent of the Great Power blocs'

5.  That steps for the disarmament of Europe should be promptly taken as a part of total and universal disarmament.

III. LESSENING OF INTERNATIONAL TENSION
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom which has always advocated the peaceful solution of international conflicts,

notes with satisfaction the signs of lessening tension which have been apparent during the last few months.

The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom assembled in Paris, August 10-12th, 1953, asks all National Sections

to be alert to the factors which obstruct peace, wherever they are found, and

to support any measures which contribute to the bringing together of peoples.

IV. WORLD DISARMAMENT AND WORLD DEVELOPMENT
The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom assembled in Paris, August 10-12th, 1953, 

Views with concern the extension of militarism and rearmament throughout the world.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom has followed with interest the deliberations of the United Nations Disarmament Commission and was encouraged by the news received during meetings that the United States Senate had adopted a resolution on universal reduction and limitations of armaments.

Members were moved by the report made to the WILPF Twelfth International Congress of the work of Japanese women to maintain their Constitution with its disarmament clause.  The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom welcomes all constructive steps but would point out that these efforts must be extended and implemented.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges that a Conference be called by the United Nations to which representatives from all nations should be invited to consider practical steps towards total and universal disarmament.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom further recommends that such a conference should undertake to develop a plan for using the resources in money, manpower and the treasures of the earth released through the lifting of the crushing burden of armaments, to attach the social and economic problems created by large scale hunger, disease and illiteracy which have been among the prime causes of war.

V. STATEMENT ON NON-VIOLENT METHODS
Throughout its history the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom has maintained a policy and program consistent with its purpose to work by non-violent means for the establishment of those political, economic, social and psychological conditions throughout the world which can assure peace and freedom.

The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom assembled in Paris, August 10-12th, 1953, received with great interest the report to the Congress on Possibilities of Applying Non-Violent Principles and Techniques in Current Politics.

To implement the work of this Commission on Non-Violent Methods, the Women's International league for Peace and Freedom recommends:

1. That each National Section make a careful study and discussion of this report;

2. That information be made available to their membership concerning the Seminar held at New Delhi, India, January 5-15, 1953 which considered "the contribution of Gandhian outlook and techniques to the solution of tensions within and among nations"; the Second World Congress of Sociology of the International Sociological Association to be held at Leige, August 25 - September 1, 1953, which expects to evaluate current studies of various types of tensions and conflicts between groups within nations; and information on studies made by UNESCO of problems likely to create national or international tensions;

3. That a thorough study be made of those movements within each notion which seek to resolve tensions and to work by non-violent means for those conditions in their own countries which can assure peace and freedom; and

4. That these findings be sent to  International Headquarters to be used in such a way as may be deemed useful - e.g. as a basis for study or consideration at a Summer School, at the next Congress or through PAX ET LIBERTAS.

13TH CONGRESS, BIRMINGHAM, 1956
I. THE SACREDNESS OF HUMAN LIFE
To take the life of a human being should be declared a crime against humanity:

Whether it be done by a private individual against another person (murder, manslaughter etc.),

Whether it be done by a State against one of its citizens or another person within its jurisdiction (capital punishment),

Whether it be done by a government ordering its citizens to kill citizens of another State (war) or between citizens of the same State (civil war).

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom has always stood for the principle that one should demand the same moral standard from a State as from a private individual.  In most countries it is considered a crime for a person kills another. The same should apply to the government inflicting capital punishment on one of its citizens - a punishment for which no redress is possible in case of miscarriage of justice.

Since the last war the Nuremberg Court declared the starting of war to be a crime, and the Convention on Genocide has declared the killing of a population group to be a crime.

It would seem natural to unite all these principles in an international recognition that all human life is sacred.

II. HIROSHIMA CONFERENCE
It was resolved to send a cable to the Hiroshima Conference Against the Hydrogen Bomb, the Report of the WILPF Commission on Nuclear Tests to follow by air mail.  The Conference was to be attended by Tano Jodai and Signe Hojer.

14TH CONGRESS, STOCKHOLM, 1959
I. ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE IN POLITICAL SETTLEMENTS
At this fourteenth Triennial Congress at Stockholm, 27-31 July 1959, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, which since its inception has urged upon nations the non-violent settlement of political disputes, wishes to remind the 82 nations which comprise the United Nations that the Charter of the United Nations explicitly binds them not to resort to force in setting differences.

Recognizing that all international disputes, not promptly and peacefully settled, may threaten the world's security and survival, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges all nations to accept their obligations to negotiate their differences in a spirit of reconciliation and with the sincere desire to find solutions which are mutually advantageous to all parties.

When direct negotiations fail we urge that new negotiations be conducted within the framework of the United Nations, since international disputes which threaten the worlds peace must be considered the world's business.

Disputes which are legal in nature should be submitted to the International Court of Justice without reservations. Non-legal political disputes should be submitted to the appropriate organs of the UN.  All nations should agree to abide by the decisions of the United Nations.

The WILPF urges that the United Nations present machinery for political settlement be used to the full, and that it be strengthened wherever necessary to make it a universally acceptable and reliable alternative to the use of violence.

II. DISARMAMENT
Recent developments in this field of nuclear, bacteriological and chemical warfare confirm the conviction held by the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom ever since its inception in 1915 that only total and universal disarmament can free the world from war.

While appreciating that such progress as is being made toward the banning of nuclear weapons is a significant step towards easing existing tensions, it will not eliminate the threat of war.

The Fourteenth Triennial Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom in its session at Stockholm, 27-31 July 1959, therefore urges the next General Assembly of the United Nations to consider disarmament as its most pressing task.  Now is the time for governments to prove that at the moment when man is engaged in exploring outer space, they must put their best efforts and energy into organizing a civilized society on their own planet.

III. SEATING THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN THE UNITED NATIONS
The Fourteenth Triennial Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom sitting in Parliament House at Stockholm, 27-31 July 1959, 

Urges the UN General Assembly no longer to delay the seating of the Government of the People's Republic of China in the United Nations and all its organs;

And, for that purpose, requests that this subject be put on the Agenda of the UN General Assembly in September 1959,

And that full time be allowed for its thorough discussion.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, which has been advocating this step ever since 1950, it convinced that at a time when new and constructive negotiations for Disarmament within the United Nations has become imperative, further exclusion of the People's Republic of China from cooperation with the United Nations might be disastrous.

Only if the People's Republic of China participates in such negotiations on the basis of full equality can a just and stable world peace be built.

IV. INTERNATIONALIZATION OF ANTARCTICA
Observing that during the period of the International Geophysical Year, twelve nations have had teams of scientific workers stationed in various areas of Antarctica and being assured that these have lived and worked in friendship and that there has been cooperation and collaboration between them in their fields of research and a free interchange of knowledge gained during their investigations;

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in the Fourteenth Triennial Congress at Stockholm in July 1959, would stress that these circumstances create a favorable climate for discussion on the future of Antarctica;

And urges that the question of the internationalization of Antarctica should be the subject of an enquiry of the internationalization of Antarctica should be the subject of an enquiry by UNO, as already proposed by the New Zealand Government, and as an initial step towards this end a conference of those countries having bases in Antarctica and/or claiming territorial rights in these regions should be called by UNO.

V. STATELESSNESS
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting at its Fourteenth Triennial Congress at Stockholm in July 1959, asks all Sections to press upon their Governments the need to support the Secretary General of the United Nations in re-convening at an early date the Conference of Plenipotentiaries to draw up a Convention on the Reduction of Future Statelessness.

VI. GERMANY
The Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Stockholm, August 1-3, 1959 believes that in order to obtain a stable settlement in Europe it is imperative that a broad neutral zone be established through the Continent, guaranteed by the great powers, and the United Nations.

As a first step we recommend a de-nuclearised zone, followed by a gradual elimination of all military forces.  When a wide demilitarized zone has been established the reunion of Germany could and should be accomplished by negotiations between East and West Germany under United Nations auspices.

We consider it essential that this development should be accomplished in as short a time as possible and that it be regarded as a step towards total and universal disarmament.  The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom hopes that the Summit Conference will deal with the question in this sense.  
VII. SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR WORK AT INTERNATIONAL HQ
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Congress at Stockholm, July 1959, resolves that a Scholarship Fund for university students wishing to take part in international work (e.g., at WILPF Headquarters in Geneva) be established.

15TH CONGRESS, SAN FRANCISCO, 1962

I. THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Convinced that the seating of the People's Republic of China at the United Nations must be accomplished before an agreement on universal disarmament will be possible, and believing that the status of Taiwan must simultaneously be resolved, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California) July 8-13, 1962, urges:


1) That Taiwan be neutralized under the United Nations, and military supports be withdrawn from the National Republic of China


2) That, at the same time, all individuals be allowed to choose whether they will remain on Taiwan, return to China or go elsewhere and


3) That appropriate United Nations action be taken to provide a means for the continuing neutralization of Taiwan and for self-determination for the Taiwanese people guaranteeing that their decision is implemented.


These measures would remove the present objections to accepting the credentials of the People's Republic of China, which should be immediately seated at the United Nations.

II. VIETNAM

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in its Fifteenth Triennial Congress at San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, views with concern the failure to reach a peaceful solution in Vietnam.  The destructive warfare now going on, with the involvement of outside forces, may develop into global war.


To facilitate progress toward a peaceful settlement, we urge that the military assistance to both sides be withdrawn and that U Thant, Acting Secretary General of the United Nations, be requested to establish a United Nations presence in North and South Vietnam, to explore the basis for a cease-fire and for fruitful negotiation.

III. THE MIDDLE EAST

In view of the series of crises which have taken place in the Middle East, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, urges the vision of the United nation. The funds now being spent for arms could then be used for the urgently needed economic development of the region.

IV. ALGERIA

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, has received with relief news of the independence of Algeria, achieved at such heavy cost.  We hope the proclamation establishing independence will put an end to the action of the Secret Army Organization.  We deplore the renewal of violence which has already sacrificed so many human lives.  We earnestly hope that the discipline and the wisdom shown by the Algerians since the Evian Agreement will enable them to achieve cooperation among all conflicting factions in the near future.

V. CONSIDERATION OF AFRICA AS A DENUCLEARIZED ZONE

In support of the United Nations resolution A/res/1652 on this subject, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962 recommends to all Sections that they urge their Governments to support the nations of Africa in the effort to keep Africa free from nuclear weapons.

VI. CUBA

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, reaffirms its policy of self-determination for ALL peoples and its conviction that no State shall intervene directly or indirectly in the internal or external affairs of any other State.


The WILPF opposes any attempt to overthrow or support activities which might help to overthrow the Government of Cuba either by use of force or by economic or political sanctions.


The WILPF regrets that the Punta del Este Conference the Government of Cuba was excluded from the organization of American States in spite of the fact that there were no laws on which to base such exclusion and that for that reason six countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador and Mexico did not vote.


The WILPF urges that offers of mediation be examined, that refugees from Cuba should not receive military training or military assistance or be encouraged to engage in political activities.

VII. PREVENTION OF THE USE OF OUTER SPACE AND THE HIGH SEAS FOR ACTIVITIES ENDANGERING MANKIND.

Since neither outer space nor the high seas can be claimed as the property of individual nations, neither should be used by nations for activities which endanger mankind.


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, therefore recommends that exploration and utilization of outer space be coordinated by the United Nations, and also that steps be taken to prevent the use of the high seas for nuclear testing and other activities which menace or destroy life.

VIII. ATTEMPTS DELIBERATELY TO UNDERESTIMATE THE DANGER OF NUCLEAR TESTING.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, views with alarm the attempts being made deliberately to underestimate the dangers of nuclear testing, and to prepare the people of the world for nuclear war, rather than strengthen the policies by which it can be avoided.

IX. THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE

The Fifteenth Triennial Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, urges all Sections to press their governments to do everything in their power to implement without delay the UN Development Decade resolution which was passed unanimously by the UN General Assembly in December 1961.  This Resolution designates the current decade as the UN Development Decade, and especially urges the Member States and their peoples to intensify their efforts to mobilize and to sustain support for the measures required on the part of both developed and developing countries to accelerate progress towards self-sustaining growth of the economy and social advancement.


To this end governments are asked to pursue policies designed o enable the less developed countries and those dependent on the export of a small range of primary commodities to sell more of their products at stable and remunerative prices in expanding markets; further, to pursue policies designed to ensure to the developing countries an equitable share of earnings from the extraction and marketing of their natural resources by foreign capital and to adopt measures which will stimulate the flow of private investment capital for the economic development of these countries.


A sustainable economic advance of the developing counties is the indispensable condition for a peaceful and economically healthy world.

X. UNITED NATIONS ADMINISTRATION OF ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Considering the emergence of many colonial countries to independence, and the urgent need of assistance of all developing countries; and


Recognizing that these areas often comprise economic battlegrounds of aid motivated by expediency and opportunism in a struggle for raw materials, and perpetuation of "cold war" policies; and


Realizing the natural suspicion and fear generated in the minds of the peoples concerned, and the pressing need to end exploitation and political domination by nations and groupings of nations;


Be it therefore resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, recommend to its National Section and Headquarters Members that they urge their respective Governments to support the legitimate claims of citizens of developing and newly independent countries for genuine freedom and self-determination by working for agreement among donor nations and groupings of nations that all programs of assistance be channeled through or coordinated with appropriate Agencies of the United Nations.

XI. FINANCING THE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS

As the demands upon the United Nations increase, the problem of assuring adequate financial resources has become acute.


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, therefore urges the governments of all nations to support the current United Nations Bond Issue to the limit of their ability.

XII. CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, urges its Sections to investigate the way in which conscientious objectors to military service are treated in various countries.  All materials should be submitted to the Executive Committee as soon as possible, together with proposals for any steps it may be considered necessary to take.

XIII. PEACE RESEARCH

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom recognizing the urgency of mobilizing the intellectual as well as the moral and psychological forces of mankind on the making of peace, advocates international cooperation in Peace Research, preferably under the auspices of the United Nations.


It is important that the various institutes and organizations now working in this field in different countries should be in contact and keep informed about each others activities and findings.


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, urges UNESCO as soon as possible to call an international conference of scholars working in this field that scientists engaged in peace research may not only exchange ideas but also develop a new vision of their contribution to the building of world order.

XIV. EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

In view of the urgent need for education and training in the developing countries, and in view of the great interest and willingness to contribute to this sector of Technical Assistance shown by the developed countries,


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its Fifteenth Triennial Congress, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, stresses the importance of giving girls and women full equality with boys and men in access to educational and vocational training.  Where centers of higher education are concerned, it may be foreseen that, even where formal equal opportunity exists, women may not be able to compete owing to a lower standard of general education.


We therefore urge that special care should be taken at all levels of education to secure for girls and women access, support and encouragement to go in for qualifying themselves for varied activities in the community.

XV. SLAVERY

The Fifteenth Triennial Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in San Francisco (Asilomar, California), July 8-13, 1962, expresses its concern about the reports published in the Press, of the increase of slave trading and slave dealing in several countries, and asks every Section not only to persuade their Governments to take steps to implement the Conventions by requesting the Economic and Social Council to set up an Advisory Committee of Experts for this purpose.

16TH CONGRESS, THE HAGUE, 1965
I. COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,


Aware that the ENDC negotiations have stalled not because of lack of progress in technical studies but because the political determination to make agreements has been lacking;

convinced that to reduce the devastating capabilities of modern weapons must be intensified; and


Considering that the peoples of the world are waiting anxiously for such initiatives from the Nuclear Powers as could bring fruitful negotiations;


Appeal to you to renew your efforts to reach agreement on a comprehensive test ban, non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and other related issue; and


Realizing that disarmament negotiations cannot be fully effective without participation of all nuclear powers suggest that further efforts be made to persuade France to take its seat at the conference table and that representatives of the People's Republic of China be invited to attend.

II. WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,


Having declared for 50 years that war is a ruinous course for humanity:


Recognizing the qualitative change in the conception of war posed by the nuclear weapons, and its potential for mass destruction;


Alarmed by the geometric progression of this threat in a multi-nuclear world;


Aware that the method and pace of disarmament negotiations up to now do not correspond to new realities;


Convinced that no ideological difference should be allowed to serve as a pretext for excluding certain states from participating in the crucial decisions of mankind;


Support the recommendation of the UN Disarmament Commission to the 20th General Assembly that it convene a world conference on disarmament open to all sates without exception, and urge that such a conference assess all initiatives thus far offered particularly those dealing with the prohibition of weapons of mass-destruction, establish clear guidelines, formulate concrete proposals, and approve in the most solemn terms, an agreement leading to general and complete disarmament.

III. CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL AND RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,


(a) Welcomes and supports suggestions of the Pugwash Conference of April, 1965 "...that pilot activities be instituted in several European countries aimed at minimizing secrecy in biological research, building mutual trust and confidence and (at) the conclusion of an agreement not to do research and development of biological weapons ..." and


(b) Resolves that the WILPF works for a United Nations convention, to be signed by all States, members and non-members of the United nations, which would



(i) Prohibit all preparation for biological, chemical and radiological warfare;

and



(ii) Eliminate existing stocks.

IV. PROPOSED TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Preamble


Governments possessing nuclear weapons (presently including the United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the Republic of France and the People's Republic of China), hereinafter called the Nuclear Parties, and governments not possessing nuclear weapons, hereinafter called the Non Nuclear Parties.


Proclaiming as their principled aim the attainment of an agreement on general and complete disarmament, under international control, in accordance with the objectives of the United Nations;


Determined to engage in continuous negotiation until that goal is achieved;


Convinced that an increase in the number of States possessing nuclear weapons constitutes a grave risk to the world and threatens to extend and intensify the problem of achieving peace;


Persuaded that collateral measures can materially improve international security, offer a working basis for new and constructive decisions, and give substantial impetus to further progress in disarmament;

Have agreed as follows:-

Article l

The Nuclear Parties to the Treaty undertake to refrain from transferring nuclear weapons, openly or covertly, on a bilateral or multilateral basis, from relinquishing ownership or control over such weapons, from providing scientific and technological assistance and/or fissile materials necessary for the manufacture of such weapons, to States or groups of States, not now possession them.

Article II


The Non-Nuclear Parties to the Treaty undertake to refrain from manufacturing or otherwise obtaining ownership or control of nuclear weapons and to bar admission of nuclear weapons of any other State or groups of States to their territory.

Article III

The Nuclear Parties to the Treaty agree to extend to the Non-Nuclear Parties to the Treaty, in consideration of their renunciatory action in foregoing nuclear weapons, a guarantee not to use nuclear armaments against Non-Nuclear Parties.

Article IV 

The Nuclear Parties to the Treaty agree to freeze their nuclear arsenals and delivery systems at present levels.

Article V

The Nuclear Parties to the Treaty also agree to affirm their intention to reduce and eventually eliminate their stock of nuclear weapons and the means of their delivery.

Article VI

The Parties to the Treaty, both Nuclear and Non-Nuclear, agree to submit to safeguards and inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency, to ensure that weapons grade material is not transferred or developed.

Article VII

The Non-Nuclear Parties to the Treaty agree to prohibit ships carrying nuclear weapons from entering their ports, and aircraft carrying such weapons from landing on their airfields.

V. REGIONAL MILITARY ALLIANCES
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,


believing international policy based on opposition to the political system of any sate to be against the principles of self-determination and international  cooperation which should be the basis  of international relations;


begs the Governments of all nations to discourage the maintenance or formation of regional alliances for military purposes and to do everything in their power to strengthen and extend the influence and effectiveness of the United nations and to make membership thereof universal.

VI. VIETNAM

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, concerned with the grave dangers to the peace of the world implicit in the escalation which as occurred in the Vietnam war, and deeply moved by the sufferings of the Vietnamese people, calls upon the parties and governments involved to bring to an end this unnecessary and brutal war.


As a first step toward eventual settlement, the League believes that the bombings of North Vietnam must stop.  This should be followed by an immediate cease-fire, and by declarations of all parties and governments of their willingness to accept as a basis for settlement of the present conflict, the principles of respect for the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of Vietnam, he withdrawal of all foreign troops, and the right of the Vietnamese people to determine their own political, economic and social conditions, in accordance with their needs, potentialities and circumstance.  Acceptance of these principles should make possible the convening of a conference, of the type held in Geneva in 1954, at which the parties could agree upon a political settlement and upon appropriate international guarantees for its implementation.  Such a conference must include the South Vietnamese National Liberation Front as well as the North Vietnamese government in Hanoi and the South Vietnam government in Saigon.


The League, believing that the danger of global conflict arising from the Vietnamese situation is great, and that the hour for avoiding catastrophe is late, urges immediate acceptance of the above proposals for resolving the present crisis.

VII. CENTRAL EUROPE

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom which, since its inception in 1915, has worked to make known and to abolish the causes of war: political, social and economic, and psychological; disturbed by increasing tension in Central Europe,


urges the Government to establish under the auspices of the United nations, a demilitarized, disarmed and nuclear-free zone in Central Europe, to include East and West Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia.  Such a measure would considerably reduce the tension between the German Federal Republic and the German Democratic Republic and would be regarded as an important first step towards total and universal disarmament.

VIII. MIDDLE EAST

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,


Directs attention to the recommendations made in 1958 by the WILPF International Executive designed to broaden the knowledge of the problems of the Middle East through increasing contacts by members with the peoples of the State of Israel and of the Arab countries, and through cooperation by members in projects involving both Israelis and Arabs;


Notes the action of the 1959 Congress agreeing to the establishment of a WILPF Middle East Fund, which would make it possible for the League to undertake missions of fact-finding and reconciliation by a group of WILPF members;


Believing that the League has a responsibility for obtaining unbiased, objective information as to the causes of tension in the Middle East, and for furnishing such information to its members as the basis for expanding the Leagues activities in this area, particularly in connection with the refugee problem;


Recommends to the International Executive that every possible effort be made to implement the action of the 1959 Congress in establishing the Middle East Fund.

IX. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, considering 


1. That the Organization of American States  created 20 years ago incorporated in the Charter the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of the American Republics (Articles 15, 17, 20, 102)


2. That the United States intervention in the internal affairs of other American republics has been a great obstacle to inter American harmony,


3. That the non-intervention clauses of the OAS Charter were violated by the United States of America on the 28th April, 1965 when US marines landed in the Dominican Republic; requests the United States Government to withdraw their remaining troops so that the people of the Dominican Republic may freely elect a Government without external pressure.

X. INTERNATIONAL LAW
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,


Considering that from all times men have striven to establish systems of justice to govern human relations;


That in recent times they are attempting to set up a system of justice to govern relations between nations;


Observes that the development of the conception of justice is greatly retarded where nations are concerned;


That the same acts, which hare properly condemned at the individual level, are applauded at the level of the state; thus for example, the punishable crime of homicide becomes praiseworthy military duty;


Notes with satisfaction that the International Law Commission of the UN has now successfully taken up this problem thus starting a veritable revolution in international thought and conception as well as in the teaching of international law;


Resolves that the time has come to make every effort to intensify a system of justice between nations, corresponding morally and practically to that in force between individuals.

17TH CONGRESS, NYBORG STRAND, 1968
I. RATIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Considers deplorable that only a limited number of countries have ratified the Conventions and Recommendations, adopted by the International Agencies.  Among those specially related with Human Rights, and not yet adopted are: “Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination”, “Prevention and Punishment of Genocide”, “Political Rights of Women”, “Abolition of Slavery”, “Discrimination in Education”, “Discrimination in Employment and Occupation”.


In this Year of Human Rights, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom,

Asks its National Sections to investigate which International Conventions their respective Governments have not yet ratified, and to bring pressure on them to do so.

II. CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WARFARE
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Deeply concerned and appalled by the immorality, inhumanity and diversion of the nations’ resources into the research, production and use of chemical and biological weapons resulting in incalculable destruction,


Realizing that these weapons can be produced, transported and used cheaply and secretly,

Urges all Sections to inform and arouse public opinion to press for:


(1) Immediate cessation of all forms of chemical and biological warfare,


(2) Cessation of research in and production of all forms of chemical and biological weaponry, and


(3) Destruction of all existing stockpiles of these weapons.


Calls upon the governments of the world to cease the research in and the manufacture of chemical and biological weaponry, and to destroy existing stockpiles, and

 
To abide by the provision of the Geneva Gas-Protocol of 1925, which bans the use of chemical and biological weapons, and the U.N. Resolution of 1966 which reaffirms the provisions of this protocol.

III. FOREIGN BASES
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Fully realizing that foreign military bases are a source of fear and mistrust, of grave tension and threats to the peace between nations, with serious infringement of the human rights of the indigenous people, especially in such a flagrant case as Okinawa which serves as the most important advance base for military operations in Viet Nam,


Urges the United Nations to take steps to bring about an International Agreement for the immediate removal of all foreign military bases and the withdrawal of personnel and equipment to the home country.

IV. USES OF THE SEA-BED
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Aware of the enormous potentialities for good and ill to mankind contained in the Sea and the Sea-bed.


Welcomes the initiative taken by the Government of Malta to request the General Assembly of the United Nations to draw up a Treaty ensuring that the uses made of the contents of Sea and of the Sea-bed be for peaceful purposes only for the interests of all mankind,


Recognizing the urgency of preventing the appropriation by national powers or private corporations of parts of the ocean floor and of forestalling the use for any military purpose,


Urges the Ad Hoc Committee to study the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-bed and the Ocean floor behind the limits of National Jurisdiction, to consider the prompt establishment of an International Agencies within the structure of the United Nations to assume sole jurisdiction over the Sea-bed and the Ocean floor as trustee for all nations, with power to control economic, commercial and technical factors beyond those which are not exercised through United Nations Conventions, and to decide how to use any profits for the benefit of all mankind.

V. GREECE
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Deeply Concerned with the daily violation of Human Rights in Greece,


Express satisfaction that at the request made by the Scandinavian countries and the Netherlands this problem has now been submitted to the Commission on Human Rights of the Council of Europe,


Deplores the interference by any Power in the affairs of Greece through the sending of money and arms,


Calls upon all Governments to refrain from delivery of military supplies.

VI. POPULATION PROBLEM AND HUMAN RIGHTS
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Having worked for peace within and between populations groups and nations ever since its foundation, has always realized that peace means not only no-war but also the possibility for each individual and society to develop in accordance with the principles formulated and generally accepted in the UN Declaration on Human Rights


The rapid acceleration of population growth is one of the obstacles to such development.

The Congress


Welcome the interest in family planning, in all its aspects, by the United Nations and its Agencies, and 


Urges the members of all National Sections to cooperate with those bodies whose task it is to prepare constructive projects for family planning.


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom should take up work for an enlightened public opinion on population policy, as one of the most urgent tasks, in the context of Freedom from Hunger Program.

VII. VIET NAM
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


is profoundly DISTRESSED by


(1) The escalating savagery of the war in Vietnam,


(2) The continuing pretense and irrelevance of the Paris Talks, which can only be fruitful when the U.S halts unconditionally the bombings of North Vietnam, so that actual peace talks can begin,


(3) The fact that the bombing of North Vietnam, announced as halted has actually increased in among,


And therefore urges the President of the United States immediately to halt all bombing of North Vietnam, simultaneously initiate a cease-fire-unless-fired-upon in the South, state its willingness to negotiate with all parties concerned, including the NLF, for implementation of the principles of the Geneva Accords including the withdrawal of U.S. and other foreign troops and international guarantees of the demilitarization and self-determination of the South.

VIII. SECOND UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Concerned at the failure of the Second United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, held in New Delhi, February 1968, to arrive at an agreed plan of action,


Compliments the Conference Chairman, the UNCTAD Secretary-General and Heads of Delegations for their concerted efforts towards commonly agreed solutions,


Emphasized the urgent and imperative need for a anon-discriminatory system of preference for the non-traditional exports of the developing countries,


Urges the developed nations to soften the terms of aid and made all loans long-term and interest free,


Calls on the women in the developed countries to impress upon their governments the need for more broad-based economic cooperation with the developing countries.

IX. EUROPEAN SECURITY POLICY AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Convinced that the European military blocs of NATO and the Warsaw Pact ought to be dissolved, because they support a dangerous military terror balance which is not in conformity with the development of the world,


Agrees that the political aim ought instead to be an European security policy guaranteeing frontiers and sovereignty, leading to a dissolution of all Political blocs


Urges that the UN Guarantees of the neutrality of small countries would enable these more freely to work for a gradual disarmament.


Further it is felt that such a policy would increase the changes of a positive dialogue between the ideologies and stimulate a joint and positive collaboration with the developing countries so that this rapidly increasing global problem could be led into more constructive channels based on mutual confidence.

X. MIDDLE EAST
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Considering that a permanent peace can be established only through the cooperative efforts by both sides in the Middle Eastern conflict, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom,


Urges on all the Powers concerned to take immediate steps, either through direct contact of through the representative of the Secretary General of the U.N or any other third party acceptable to both sides, to negotiate a peaceful settlement, based on the reciprocal recognition of the sovereign independence of all the States concerned,


We Express the Earnest hope that all the states in the Middle East, in order to avert further bloodshed, will substitute cooperation for belligerency, and thus ensure to all of them within the framework of a just and enduring peace, secure and recognized frontiers, freedom of navigation through international waters, free access for all faiths to their Holy Places and a solution, with international support and help, of the refugee problem,


We Urge the great Powers to encourage immediate steps towards such a peace, and to undertake appropriate means to ensure its permanence on the basis of the resolution of November 22nd, 1967, unanimous adopted by the Security Council which defined the principles, which it should embody,


We are Convinced that the United Nations will contribute both to the negotiations of such a peace, and to the implementation of its provisions, all the resources and support at its disposal.

XI. CRISIS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress, August 1968, 


Deeply Distressed at the crisis that has arisen in Czechoslovakia,


Reaffirms its belief in the principle of self-determination and its firm conviction that military intervention in the internal affairs of another country, for whatever reasons, is never justified,


Expresses its sympathy with all people’s concerned, and


urges the withdrawal of all foreign troops as a first step towards peaceful settlement through negotiations.

18TH CONGRESS, NEW DELHI, 1970-1

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom welcomes the designation by the United Nations of the 1970s as the Disarmament Decade and the Second Development Decade.  We believe that both development and disarmament are essential to world peace, and that the prospects of disarmament would be increased by improving the United Nations machinery for the peaceful settlement of international disputes so that countries could begin to see this as a reliable substitute for the resort to arms.

I. DISARMAMENT

We urge a new approach to the problems of disarmament by taking specific urgent first steps:


- Complete nuclear disarmament, and 


- Complete ban on research, production, stockpiling of chemical and biological weapons.

II. MILITARY PACTS

We urge the dissolution of all military blocs and the abolition of all military bases.  We propose the convening of an international conference to discuss the abolition of all such pacts and bases, and the establishment of systems of security based upon international guarantees under the authority of the United Nations.

III. ARMS EMBARGO

We reaffirm our conviction that armaments sold or given to nations in areas where armed conflicts are threatening or in progress exacerbate the situation and make peaceful settlement more difficult,  We urge an embargo on the supply of arms to all parties in such tension areas.

IV. CHINA

We affirm our policy of support for the seating of the People’s Republic of China in the United Nations Security Council, the General Assembly and all other organs of the United Nations.  China should also be invited to participate in the disarmament talks at Geneva.  Disarmament questions and other world problems cannot be resolved without the active participation of the People’s Republic of China.

V. VIETNAM

We are appalled by the continued destructive actions of foreign troops in South East Asia, and by the suffering of the Vietnamese people.  We stress the imperative need for the withdrawal of all foreign troops by 30 June 1971.  We ask our Sections to pressure their governments to withdraw all support of the Thieu-Ky-Khiem regime and of US intervention in South East Asia.

VI. MIDDLE EAST

We accept the United Nations Resolution of 22 November 1967 and urge the governments concerned to expedite its implementations.


We stress the importance of the administration of the occupied territories being conducted according to the relevant international conventions with particular reference to the conventions on human rights.  We welcome the resumption of negotiations among the parties concerned, through the good offices of Dr. Gunnar Jarring, special representative of the United Nations’ Secretary-General to the Middle East.

VII. EUROPE

We welcome the recent bilateral treaties between the Federal German Republic on the one hand and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the People’s Republic of Poland on the other as significant political developments and as important first steps toward decreasing tensions in Europe.  Since the solution of the German problem is essential to European security, we recommend as further steps:


-Recognition of the two sovereign German States and the special status of West Berlin


-Association of both German States with the United Nations and all its 
Specialized Agencies on an equal basis


-Convening of a conference on European security to determine the concrete conditions needed for realization of tension in Europe and to negotiate an agreement on disarmament.

VIII. DEVELOPMENT

We must work to diminish the gap between the rich and the poor countries and between rich and poor in each country.


There is no substitute for self-help.  Each country should be enabled to use all its resources, including manpower, for the benefit of all its people.  This means effective employment, and the prevention of exploitation of the weak by the strong.  Foreign aid must be given with the understanding of the real needs of the recipients, and provisions must be made to ensure that it reaches those who need it.


Techniques used in industrialized countries may not be relevant.  Loans should be interest free and long term, and no form of aid should be tied.  The terms of trade should provide non-discriminatory preferential treatment for primary products.  The products of the developing countries should have free access to markets.

IX. OVERPOPULATION

There is an immediate need to curb pollution and depletion of natural resources.  There must be a drastic reduction in the rate of population increase, both in the more affluent nations where the per-capita rate of consumption and waste is highest, and in those developing nations in which the increase in population presents the greatest obstacle to rapid development.

X. WORLD REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

A society that is military and exploitative generates movements for rapid change towards social justice.  It is a human right to resist injustice and to be neither silent witness nor passive victim of repression.  Although we affirm our belief that violence creates more problems than is solves, we recognize the inevitability of violent resistance by the oppressed when other alternatives have failed.


The WILPF has a duty to study and work towards developing methods for the effective use of non-violent means; to analyze the structure of power in society and the use made of it; to engage ourselves actively in non-violent movements for change.

XI. PUBLIC VIOLENCE

We deplore the increasing use by police of violence and CS gas in crowd control and urge that greater emphasis be placed on training them in the use of non-violent techniques.

XII. EDUCATION

Every culture has contributions to make to the world.  We must develop sensitivity to common feelings, needs and aspirations, thus ruling out any discrimination on grounds of race, color, sex and religion.


The early years of childhood are crucial, since this is when prejudice and social values begin to be formed.  We ask UNESCO to produce a children’s edition of the “Courier”.


We recommend that Document 15/C/5 of UNESCO International Education Year 1970 should be used as the basis of continued action.  Special emphasis should be placed on Item (c) XII, “Promotion of ethical principles in education, especially through the moral and civic education of youth, with a view to promoting international understanding and peace”.

XIII. DISARMAMENT


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress at New Delhi, India, 28 December 1970 to 2 January 1971


Deploring the ever-increasing expenditure on defence and the consequent diversion of vital resources so urgently needed to solve the growing 
problems of world poverty, disease, illiteracy, and the pollution of the environment


Believing that, in view of U Thant’s statement “ . . . The world now stands at a most critical cross-roads.  It can pursue the arms race at a terrible price to the security of the world, or it can move ahead towards the ultimate aim of general and complete disarmament . . .’, and that this ultimate aim must be emphasized again and again, and be given the greatest publicity


Calls on all governments to approach the problem of disarmament in a new spirit and work towards general and universal disarmament by taking  two specific first steps:


-complete nuclear disarmament


-complete ban on research, production, stockpiling of chemical and biological weapons.

XIV. COLONIALISM AND MILITARY PACTS

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress at New Delhi, India, 28 December 1970 to 2 January 1971


Considering that

-Colonialism is an absolute violation of the Charter of the United Nations and in direct contradiction to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;


-Portugal as a consequence of its NATO membership is offering the establishment of military bases for this alliance in its overseas dominions;


-The membership of countries in such military blocs is weakening and impending the fulfillment of the United Nations;


Deeply concerned about


-The risks of war, resulting from these facts:


-The disregard shown for United Nations resolutions;


-The human degradation taking place in so many places in the 
developing world;


-The complicity in these facts, brought upon the citizens in all countries of NATO;


Urges in accordance with former Congress resolutions directed against forming military blocs, that WILPF Sections in the NATO countries press their governments to convene an international conference to discuss the dissolution of NATO and other military pacts and the establish systems of security based upon international guarantees under the authority of the United Nations.
XV. CONFLICT IN VIETNAM, LAOS AND CAMBODIA


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at Congress at New Delhi, India, 28 December 1970 to 2 January 1971


Believing that the Geneva Agreement of 1954 should be the basis for a peaceful settlement


Appalled by the continued destructive actions of the USA in South East Asia particularly the escalation of the USA bombing in Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam


Anxious over the continued sufferings of the Vietnamese people


Noting that numerous proposals advanced by various Vietnamese groups suggest that the announcement of a definite date by which all USA troops will be withdrawn will facilitate the cessation of hostilities, the release of prisoners of war and the setting up of an interim coalition government to supervise free and democratic elections for South Vietnam

Urges the withdrawal of all foreign troops on or before June 30, 1971 and asks 
the President of the United States of America to announce that all 
troops will be withdrawn by or before that date

Calls upon all WILPF Sections to pressure their governments to withdraw all support from the Thieu-Ky-Khiem regime and from USA intervention in South East Asia.

19TH CONGRESS, BIRMINGHAM, 1974
I. INDIAN OCEAN AS A DE-MILITARIZED AND NON-NUCLEAR ZONE

Believing that military encroachment on the Indian Ocean constitutes a threat to world peace


Welcomes the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly of 6 December 1974 favoring a zone of peace in that area,


Deplores the proposal of the United States of America to establish a military base on the United Kingdom territory of Diego Garcia, and the United Kingdom's decision to provide the facilities to the United States of America; and further


Deplores the presence of the North West Cape base in Australia


Requests the United Nations to take such steps as may be possible to:


(a) Secure the withdrawal of all military bases and naval vessels from the Indian Ocean Zone and


(b) prepare an international convention declaring the Indian Ocean a de-militarized and non-nuclear zone.

II. NUCLEAR POWER
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974,


Recognizing that nuclear power, whether used for weaponry or peaceful purposes presents grave dangers to health, life, peace and the environment, and that of all pollutants radioactive fissionable materials which is the most contaminating;


Recognizing that the world lives under the shadow of annihilation because of uncontrolled stockpiling of nuclear weapons in so-called overkill quantities;


Realizing that accelerated development of nuclear energy for war and peace has already presented a disposal problem of radioactive waste that defies solution;


Knowing that testing nuclear devices and operating nuclear power plants seriously irradiate air and water, and that the first by-product of the "peaceful" reactor is plutonium, a small amount of which is sufficient to make a nuclear bomb;


Being aware that at the same time there are alternative sources of energy such as the sun, winds, tides and geothermal heat;


We urge intensive worldwide research and development of these safe and clean natural resources to replace the nuclear source, and


We reaffirm the necessity for a total permanent cessation of all nuclear weapons testing, manufacturing and stockpiling, as well as of refraining from the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.  To prevent the death of the earth and the incalculable suffering of all living things we demand the elimination of existing nuclear arsenals, and furthermore


We demand an immediate moratorium on licensing, siteing, building, selling and operating nuclear plants anywhere in the world.

III. CHILE

Whereas the military government of Chile has violently overthrown the legal government of that country and has instituted a reign of terror and hunger and economic chaos, and


Whereas the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom denounces such use of violence and repression, it


Urges all governments to bring pressure on the military junta to release all political prisoners, to save the lives of all the surviving former members of the legal government, to give safe conduct to all Chileans and foreigners who wish to leave Chile, to cease forced unemployment of hundreds of thousands of people designated as enemies by the junta, to cease courts martial held in secret, arbitrary arrests and detention without charges, torture and executions.


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom calls on governments to


-Open their borders to refugees from Chile and make jobs available to them and


-Isolate the junta economically, diplomatically ad in all other ways, and


Supports the actions and programs initiated by the representatives of legal parties and movements now working in concert in Chile Democratic headquarters in Rome, Italy.

IV. RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT OF 2-3 FEBRUARY 1971 BETWEEN FRANCE AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

In order that violations of human rights should not lead to new massacres, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany to ratify the agreement for legal help between the German Federal Republic and France made on 2-3 February 1971, to bring to justice all war criminals and punish crimes against humanity.  This agreement is based on the ratified UN Convention 1158 (XL I) on the Statute of Limitations.

V. A CALL FOR FUNDAMENTAL ECONOMIC CHANGE BY NON-VIOLENT MEANS
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974. 


Is alarmed at increasing worldwide violence, racism, arms build-up and economic materials, which have not been contained in spite of our best efforts . This unhealthy condition of society is a threat to peace and freedom.


More than half a century of study and action on our part has led us to the conclusion that we have been dealing with the symptoms rather than the disease.


We have come to see the malady as inherent in an economic system based on production for private profit rather than production for human needs.


We have come to see that production for profit rather than for human welfare makes it impossible to achieve the goals of WILPF.  We therefore believe that we shall not eliminate war, racism, violence, repression and social injustice unless we address ourselves to achieving fundamental economic change by non-violent means.

VI. FOOD
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974. 


Bearing in mind that the Director General of the Food and Agricultural Organization has warned that there is only two weeks supply of food and grains in the world


Whilst supporting the setting up of a World Food Bank,


Urges upon all concerned the worldwide equitable distribution of food grains by means of national and International rationing, and


Instructs its national sections to take this matte up immediately with their respective governments.

VII. INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF THE SEABED
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974. 


Aware of the exploitation already being undertaken by technologically advanced nations and by private companies,


Realizing that this exploitation will widen the gap between developed and developing nations,


Concerned about the depletion in fishing stocks due to over fishing by sophisticated fishing fleets,


Calls on all participants at the Third UN Law of the Sea Conference at Caracas


-to abide by the 1970 Declaration of Principles, which was adopted unanimously, declaring the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction to be the common heritage of mankind,


-and to be willing to sacrifice national interests for the common good in the setting up of an international regime to control the exploitation of the ocean environment and also to control the equitable distribution on a global basis of both mineral and living resources, for the benefit of all mankind. 

VIII. INTERNATIONAL POPULATION YEAR
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974,


Aware that the year 1974 has been named World Population Year by the United Nations 25th General Assembly, and that the work done during this year may have a decisive influence on our future,


Believes that the responsibility for population problems is the concern of men and women alike in all countries, and that attempts to motivate for preventive measures should be directed at both men and women,


Believes that information about male sterilization should be widely spread in both developing and industrialized countries, and


Believes also that women should have the right to choose whether or not to have an abortion.

IX. PETITION TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE USA, USSR, GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, CHINA AND INDIA (COPIES SENT TO ALL GOVERNMENTS OF UN MEMBER STATES)

For twelve years representatives of leading Nations have discussed the question of disarmament, but testing of nuclear devices, both atmospheric and underground continues.  More atrocious weapons are perfected, and more Nations strive to become nuclear powers.


Gravely concerned at the failure of the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to arrive at meaningful decisions to protect mankind from the incalculable results of atomic war:


We, the undersigned, urgently call upon the Governments of the USA, USSR, Great Britain, France, China and India to:


Stop immediately all nuclear tests, whether for weaponry or for peaceful purposes, and to reject the Threshold Ban Agreement which restricts testing beyond 150 kilotons, 7 1/2 times the Hiroshima bomb.  We call on the governments of the USA and USSR to rescind this agreement, and on all Nations to work for the conclusion of a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty:


- to halt, simultaneously, the development and manufacture of new weapons and an increase in present stockpiles;


- to follow up these genuine steps to disarmament by a declaration to abstain from using existing stockpiles and to conclude an early agreement for their destruction;


- to support the conference of all governments with a view to imposing a world-wide ban on research, manufacture and use of nuclear weaponry and other agents of mass destruction.

X. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974. 


Aware that governments have to be persuaded to cooperate and cannot be forced to do so, 


Convinced that the international community can scarcely afford to neglect any instrument which as the potential to stimulate cooperation,


Regarding fruitful deliberations within the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament as promoting confidence between States,


Strongly recommends the members of the Conference of Committee on Disarmament to consider


-The working paper on Presentation of Defence Expenditures and Their Distribution for Defence purposes (tabled by the Swedish Delegation)


-The draft conventions on chemical weapons (CCD/361 and CCD/420) and working papers with more detailed suggestions on the same item.


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom also recommends its sections to rouse public opinion on disarmament by publishing figures of the defense expenditures and by spreading information on the horror of chemical weapons.

XI. INSTRUCTIONS TO OBSERVERS AND EMERGENCY FORCES
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974. 


Aware that United Nations observers and Emergency Forces in the future will be needed for Peacekeeping operations to a larger extent than at present, and also


Aware of the necessity of carefully formulated instructions for these observers and Emergency Forces,


Resolves to undertake a study of the instructions given to these Observers and Emergency Forces, and for this purpose


Calls upon its national sections to study these instructions and to submit suggestions, if any, for amendments to these instructions to the International Executive Committee before its next meeting.

Educational Material For Peace

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974,


Recognizing that UNESCO already produces educational material for peace,


Urging that body to increase the production of educational material suitable for children of varying ages on all aspects of disarmament including life in a disarmed world.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom also


Urges that sections able to do so should consider the preparation of leaflets on topics currently under discussion by the League (e.g. disarmament, conflict, resolution, law of the sea etc.) for the use of other sections than their own to gain interest and support from non-members.  Such leaflets should contain some information about the League, and have space for the addition of branch addresses.

Emergency Resolution on Cyprus

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974, calls on the United Nations Secretary-General to use the power of his high office to help restore independence of Cyprus and to prevent the escalation of violence.


A cable was sent to the Secretary General of the United Nations with copies to the Turkish and Greek Embassies at London.  Mrs. Butler, MP transmitted the text in a letter to Prime Minister Howard Wilson and was asked to pose a question in Parliament on what the United Nations Force was doing, since Britain, Greece and Turkey had signed a tripartite agreement to preserve the independence of Cyprus.

Emergency Resolution Concerning the Conference of Government Experts on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 19th Triennial Congress at Birmingham, 17-20 July 1974,


Having for more than 50 years worked for total and universal disarmament,


Determined nevertheless to support the conventions on the prohibition of special weapons as mentioned in the Geneva conventions,


Wants to stress the importance of the presence of the victims of modern scientific warfare at the Conference of Government Experts on the use of weapons which may cause unnecessary suffering or have an indiscriminate effect. (held at Luzern, Switzerland, 24 Sept- 10 Oct, 1974)


Therefore we ask the conference to invite as witnesses representatives from the Provisional Revolutionary Government in South Vietnam and from the Democratic Republic of North Vietnam.

International Women's Year, 19th Congress, Birmingham, U.K. July, 1974

The Congress resolves as follows:

The problem of family and the emancipation are of growing importance as factors in the achievement of peace and the relaxation of international tension. They are a part of the program of the United Nations Second Development Decade. Consequently, the United Nations General Assembly has declared 1975 International Women's Year.(Resolution 3010/XXVII)

The aims to be pursued are:

i) Universal recognition of the equality of women and men.

ii) Integration of women in the total development effort and the recognition of the important role women play in economic, social and cultural development.

iii) The recognition of the contribution of women to the strengthening of world peace and the need to widen their participation in the political decision making at national and international levels;

iv) Promotion of peace movements through women's groups and other organizations and individuals.  

As a contribution to International Women's Year, we call for:

i) Equal opportunities at all levels of education, promotion of equal rights and responsibilities in the family;

iii) The establishment of social services that will bring into harmony professional and family responsibilities;

iv) Changing the stereotype image and the portrayal of the role and function of women and men in society, from birth, in the home, in schools, the mass media etc.;

v) The protection of mother and child, sufficient kindergartens and day schools.

vi) Special attention to the problems of the young generation, especially with regard to upbringing and integration in society.

vii) Access to training and education in all fields or work especially in the scientific and technological fields.

viii) Improvement of living conditions of rural women and their access to training in modern agricultural methods.

ix) Equal rights and opportunities in the economic field, equal pay for work of equal value and protection of employment.

x) Recognition of the contribution of women to the overall development of their respective countries through their participation in the national economic life.

It is recommended that the national sections of WILPF:

i) In co-operation with other groups and organizations awaken interest in the aims of the International Women's Year through publicity and education campaigns.

ii) Through different actions bring pressure to bear on the appropriate authorities for the implementation of demands that will bring an essential improvement in the living conditions and social improvement of women.

It is important to participate in the drawing up of a UN Convention which brings together the various aspects of women's rights to form part of international law and to make public opinion aware of the fact that only through the intensive participation of women - together with men - can best possible development in each country be achieved and the welfare of all and world peace be secured.

We urge that all international bodies, organizations and commissions should instruct their member nations to take steps to ensure that their delegations to all meetings of such groups should fairly represent in their composition the percentage of women in their population.

Understanding how essential it is to have women realize their responsibility to participate in peace making,

We also urge that steps be taken to introduce and improve education for peace especially the procedures of peaceful settlement of disputes on all levels from nursery school to university and continuing adult education.

19TH CONGRESS, BIRMINGHAM, 1977 - INTERNATIONAL POPULATION YEAR


Aware that the year 1974 has been declared World Population Year by the United Nations 25th General Assembly, and the work done during this year may have a decisive influence on our future.


Believes that the responsibility for population problem is the concern of men and women alike in all countries and that attempts to motivate for preventive measures should be directed at both men and women.


Believes that information about male sterilization should be widely spread in both developing and industrialized countries, and


Believes also that women should have the legal right to choose whether or not to have an abortion.

RECOMBINANT-DNA TECHNOLOGY


Recognizing that recombinant-DNA technology has a potential for destruction of life comparable to that only of nuclear fission, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom recommends: 


i) that the World Health Organization establish an international center for the purposes of studying, recording and monitoring recombinant-DNA activities so that recommendations can be made both to the United Nations and the governments involved;


ii) that there be an expansion of current national and international programs for monitoring outbreaks of diseases, both in human beings and in plant and other animal species so that the new disease resulting from the application of recombinant-DNA techniques may be detected as quickly as possible;


iii) that national and international efforts be made to inform the public  of hazards of this new technology and to seek public involvement to the greatest extent possible in making decisions as to whether such technology shall used;


iv) that all research and manufacturing activities involving recombinant-DNA material be subjected to strict national and international regulation and regulation of possession, sale, exchange, import and export of recombinant-DNA material and certain items necessary to its production including restriction enzymes;


v) that there be developed stringent criteria for research and manufacturing facilities for physical and biological contain(ment) of recombinant-DNA material; that if experiments considered to have great potential hazard are legally permitted at all, they be conducted at a single isolated facility under international control and that all workers dealing with recombinant-DNA material be fully informed as to the nature and potential danger of such material;


vi) that insurance be provided in case of accident for those whose occupations involve direct exposure to recombinant-DNA material and for the general public as well;


vii) that the use of recombinant-DNA technology for the purposes of warfare be internationally banned.

(See also resolution of Executive Committee, July, 1976, requesting a report about nuclear hazards from the WHO.)

(See also the resolution of the 19th Congress, July, 1974, requesting a halt to all uses of nuclear power.)

20TH CONGRESS, TOKYO, 1977
I. ANTARCTICA

WILPF supports the handing over of Antarctica as a trust territory to be administered by the United Nations for the benefit of all mankind.

This must ensure that Antarctica can never be exploited in any way, without the consent of the world community.

II. APARTHEID / SOUTHERN AFRICA

WILPF considers that among the most crucial tasks today is the elimination of racism and the racism domination of peoples, particularly in South Africa, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia.


The racist politics in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia, and the illegal occupation of Namibia by the Republic of South Africa constitute a grave danger to world peace. 

WILPF fully supports the United Nations in its condemnation of the governments of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia and its call for a total isolation of these two racist regimes.


The 20th Congress of WILPF calls on all WILPF members and national sections to press their governments to comply with the decisions of the United Nations.


It urges its members to study the "Program of Action against Apartheid " adopted by the UN General Assembly on 9 November 1976 (Annex to Resolution 31/6) and to assist in every way its implementation. The 20th Congress of WILPF further calls on the Security Council to declare mandatory sanctions against South Africa and for the total application by all governments of such sanctions.

(See also the IEC resolution of July 1976)

III. VIETNAM
The twentieth triennial International Congress of WILPF, 


Concerned at the continuing suffering in Vietnam as a result of the war and the minimal reparation made by the United States administration, 


Commends the US Section of WILPF for its efforts to persuade its government to honour its commitment as a part of the Paris Accords to aid the people of Vietnam, and 


Urges all WILPF sections to support these efforts.

IV. NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER
WILPF reaffirms the concern of the 19th WILPF Congress for the establishment of a New International Economic Order and 


Emphasizes the need for fundamental rethinking about the necessary changes in national and international economic relationships, in particular:


1) Launching an educational program to stimulate international understanding and to face the need for changes in socio-political structures in order to promote greater equality among all citizens;


2) Calling an international conference to discuss ways of relieving the debts of less developed countries, establishing effective commodity stabilization agreements and a common fund;


3) Ensuring that any commitment by donor countries to meet the UN targets of official development aid be honoured in order to facilitate project planning in the recipient countries;


4) Developing a sense of responsibility by multinational corporations, with such international control as necessary.

(See also the Call for Fundamental Economic Change by Non-Violent Means by the 19th Congress of WILPF in July, 1974)

(See also the resolution of the Executive Committee in August, 1972 reiterating WILPF's opposition to competitive regional economic blocs whose motive is the self-interest of the affluent at the expense of the under-privileged.)

V. PEACE EDUCATION

WILPF stresses the importance of teaching at all levels of education, the causes and costs of conflicts and war; and instilling the desire for peace and harmony, with the understanding of the means for reaching this goal.


Therefore, be it resolved that the WILPF through each of its national sections, use its influence and its resources to promote education for peace and freedom.


1) Working with education authorities to prepare and introduce suitable curricula and textbooks at all levels of education; to remove all teaching materials which glorify war and which suppose that armed conflict and violence are the only means of settling international and intra-national disputes;


2) Co-operating with teacher groups in developing suitable methods for teaching peace and freedom; disseminating information about current developments;


3) Forming coalitions with other peace groups interested promoting peace and freedom education;


4) Placing special emphasis on the work of the United Nations and its agencies.


It is further recommended that each national section appoint a Chair whose responsibility it would be to encourage and to coordinate the work of the section in promoting peace education. This Chair would report to the Chair for Peace Education of the International WILPF the activities of the national section as a means of furthering peace education among all national sections of the Organization.

VI. INTERNATIONAL PEACE YEAR 

The twentieth triennial International Congress of WILPF call on the United Nations to declare an International Peace Year.


It commends to national sections of WILPF that they should use any suitable opportunity of joining with other organizations in observing peace days and suggests that Hiroshima Day, 6 August, is one such suitable date

IEC PARIS, 1979
In view of the pressure in a number of countries to restore the use of capital punishment, the International Executive Committee, meeting in Paris 16-22 July, 1987, reaffirms its established commitment to work for the abolition of the use of capital punishment everywhere.
21ST CONGRESS, CONNECTICUT, 1980
I. ARMS TRADE 
To the United Nations general Assembly:

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at its 21st Congress at Quinnipiac College, August 18 - 23, 1980,


Deeply concerned by the rapidly escalating arms trade, which does not guarantee physical security to any nation but depletes the resources of both the supplier and the recipient nations so that they are unable to meet their basic human needs;


Believing that although the best solution would be the elimination of all arms trade, the implementation of Article 85 of the Final Document of the Special Session on Disarmament could be an appropriate first steep toward this goal.


Strongly urges the General Assembly of the United Nations to immediately carry out this proposal reached by consensus and adopted by the Special Session on Disarmament.

II. MILITARISM IN JAPAN  
To all Sections:


Aware of growing pressures on Japan, from within and without, for increasing defense expenditures and involvement in U.S. military strategies, 

Be it resolved that WILPF support through the Japanese Section all efforts being made in Japan to protest against re-miniaturization of Japan.

III. STATEMENT ON THE REUNIFICATION OF KOREA 
To all Sections:


Considering the failure of the South Korean Government to replace the representative Yusin constitution and Emergency Decrees with democratic parliamentary statutes and considering the prolonged ruthless martial law, and


Realizing that repression and unrest originated in 1945 with the division of the country and support of dictatorial regimes by western nations, and 


Aware that constant tension between North and South caused by provocative incidents and accusations threaten to erupt into war, and 


Recognizing that the majority of the people of both North and South Korea earnestly desire reunification of their ancient homeland,


The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at its 21st International Congress in Hamdon, Connecticut, 19- 23 August, 1980, urges all sections and members to:


1) appeal to their respective governments to call for the withdrawal of all 

foreign troops, nuclear and other weapons, and personnel from South Korea;


2) Work for persistent and active governmental and non-governmental support of peaceful reunification of Korea based on the three principles of the North-South joint statement of 4 July, 1972, that independence is to be achieved :


a) without foreign interference;


b) peacefully without resorting to arms;


c) in national unity as one homogeneous nation irrespective of difference of ideology, ideas and social systems.

(See also the resolution of August 1977 of concern about human rights violations in Asia.)

(See also the resolution of August 1977 calling on the UN to draw up guide lines aiming at the protection of people against the use of the mass for the encouragement of human rights violations, etc.)

IV. VIETNAM  
To the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee and Secretary of State Muskie:


Whereas the continuation of the crisis in South East Asia endangers world peace, and 


Whereas the rehabilitation and restoration of post-war Vietnam is crucial to peace and stability in South East Asia, and 


Whereas the rehabilitation and restoration of Vietnam is impeded by the political and economic isolation maintained by the United States of America and some of its allies due to such measures as trade embargoes, absence of diplomatic relations and withholding of aid, 


Be it therefore resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in International Congress, 19-23 August, 1980, urges the US to normalize relations with Vietnam, remove the trade embargoes and contribute a just share of aid to the rehabilitation and restoration of Vietnam.

V. CHEMICAL WARFARE
To the WILPF International Office:


Mindful of reports of genetic harm resulting from the use of Agent Orange by the U.S. military force in Vietnam, indicating a threat to the well-being of future generations;

Declaring that the responsibility to prove a substance safe rests with those authorizing its use;


Be it resolved that WILPF  (a) ask the U.S. government for a full investigation and report of the effects of defoliants, including Agent Orange, upon populations in Vietnam and on Vietnam war veterans, and (b) urge the United Nations to achieve a complete and effective ban on chemical weapons and insure destruction of current stocks, such ban and destruction to be permanently verified in genuine international cooperation, on the strength of and with the assistance of the recently reviewed 1971 Convention.

VI. TOXIC SUBSTANCES  
To all Sections:


Whereas dangerously toxic substances when banned or restricted in one country are now shipped to other countries, especially third world nations which may be unaware of their dangers, causing suffering and death, particularly among infants and children as well as extensive damage to the environment; and 


Whereas toxic chemicals presented as insecticides and herbicides are the same substances used in chemical warfare and banned by a Geneva Protocol which was signed by the US in 1975 and shipment of these substances to foreign countries brings them closer, as weapons to US military targets; and 


Whereas ecologically sound alternatives to the use of these hazardous substances have been convincingly and repeatedly demonstrated;


Be it therefore resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 21st International Congress at Quinnpiac College,19-23 August 1980, urges all sections to:


1) Educate themselves on these vital issues;


2) Like wise educate the population around them;


3)Inform legislatures and regulatory agencies of these facts and their implications for  world disaster demanding correcting actions.


And the International Office of WILPF, for its part, further resolves to press through its UN  delegation for creative solutions at the international level to these alarming global problems; to take the lead in helping people everywhere to understand and to take corrective local actions, before it is too late, in curbing the exploitative and irresponsible practices of corporations; and to establish ecologically sound alternatives so that pure water, food, soil, air and sound bodies may once more be the birthright of our children.

VII. BOLIVIA COUP 
To WILPF and all Sections:


Whereas WILPF stands behind nations seeking self-determination in the struggle against domination and because of the recent coup d'etat in Bolivia which thwarted the hopes and aspirations of the people of that country,


Be it therefore resolved by the Women's International League for peace and Freedom, meeting in its 21st International Congress at Hamden, Connecticut19-23 August, 1980, that the following actions be taken:


1) The Congress send a message to General Costa Mesa, Bolivia, expressing concern about the military coup and the subsequent violations of human rights demanding the release of the political prisoners and stating our concern about the disappearance of many political and religious leaders of the country;


2) The Congress requests that WILPF United Nations representatives bring the above matters to the attention of the United Nations;


3) WILPF promotes within sections, information regarding the build-up of the military in Argentina and other countries in Latin America.

VIII. CUBA 

Whereas the United States of America and other allied countries have imposed a trade embargo for 20 years on Cuba that caused tremendous suffering for its people, 


Be it resolved that Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in its 21st International congress at Hamden, Connecticut, 19-23 August, 1980,


Urges the United States Government to initiate the normalization of diplomatic and trade relations with Cuba accompanied by the removal of the US military installation on Guatanamo Bay and the end of reconnaissance flights over Cuba.

IX. STATEMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST
To all Sections:

The 21st Congress of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, 


Recognizing WILPF's support for the rights of the Palestinian people, for the security of the people and states in the area, including Lebanon and Israel, and the welfare of all people in the area notes with grave concern the ever more critical and threatening situation in the Middle East, particularly in South Lebanon.


We are acutely aware that the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza creates conditions under which human rights are being violated. We are also aware that continuous settlement in the occupied areas and plans for Israeli government offices to be moved to East Jerusalem are additional barriers to negotiation. Barriers are also created when official Palestinian statements are issued which call for a democratic secular state "in all of Palestine."


Action of the WILPF should include support of all efforts for peace and justice in the area, especially those projects jointly proposed by Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews. (The Al Fajr and New Outlook Conference in November 1980 is a case in point.)


We call on Sections to investigate whether their government in any way provides aid to Israel for its West Bank-Gaza settlements; to publicize such aid in their country; and to actively oppose such aid. (An example of such action was U.S. Section support for legislation to withhold economic aid to Israel in the amount Israel uses for its West Bank-Gaza settlements.)


We call the attention of our Sections to the WILPF resolution on the Middle East which recognizes that military power cannot lead to a just solution in the area and urge the Sections to also investigate the extent to which their government sends military aid to any country or involved party in the Middle East and to work for an agreement among all possible arms suppliers to end arms sales to all countries in the region.

(See also the resolutions of the Executive Committee Meeting, July 1976 and the Executive Committee Meeting, October, 1975.)

X. ECONOMIC CONVERSION
To all Sections:


As members of an international women's organization, we affirm the dignity of people and the dignity of work both inside and outside the home. Today, men and women are being driven by economic necessity to work in military industry and in the armed services. Work may be a double-edged sword, both creating instruments of death and killing or injuring workers and their families in the process. Changing this situation requires a cooperative approach by workers, management and community members.


Therefore it be resolved by the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 21st International Congress at Hamden, Connecticut, 19-23 August, 1980, that all sections should: 


1) Involve themselves and other groups in the peace conversion and economic democracy movements;


2) Encourage the development of plans for individual plant and base conversion on the local level;


3) Support national conversion legislation; and 


4) Create links among local, national and international conversion efforts.

XI. ENERGY DEVELOPMENT
To all Sections:


Be it resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in its 21st International Congress at Hamden, Connecticut, 19-23 August, 1980,


Urges all the governments that


1) There be a halt to construction and a rapid phase out of all nuclear reactors.


2) Increasing use be made of safe and renewable energy sources such as solar technologies for heating and cooling.


3) More efficient use be made of all other resources, particularly in developed countries.


4) There be decentralization of every facility and use of small scale energy technologies more appropriate, especially for developing countries and which will create many more jobs.


5) The World Bank and Export-Import banks eliminate loans for nuclear reactors and instead fund safe and renewable energy technologies.


(See also the resolution of the 20th Congress, August, 1977, which calls for: "a free flow of information concerning nuclear hazards, immediate attention to the unsolved problems of waste disposal, the possibility of terrorism through theft of nuclear materials, the violation of civil liberties through increased miniaturization of nuclear plants, and especially the problem of proliferation of plutonium which can be used for nuclear bombs" as well as the above 5 points.)

XII. THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE IN EUROPE
To all sections, to the NATO Ministerial Council, to NATO countries and to countries of the Warsaw Pact:

The 21st Triennial Congress of the Women's International league for Peace and Freedom,


Considering that the biggest concentration of weapons of all types, especially of nuclear weapons, is found in Europe and that a danger exists of a further buildup of more destructive weapons just in this area,


Affirming as stated by several research institutes that a close balance between the NATO and the Warsaw Pact countries already exists concerning land-based nuclear weapons and other types of nuclear weapons centered on the European theater,


Convinced that a freezing of this balance must be an essential start for negotiations for reduction of the potential danger existing in Europe,


Urges strongly that the governments involved take initial steps for an annulment of the decision of deployment of 572 medium-range missiles as decided by NATO in December last year and a halt to further deployment of the SS-20 missiles on the Soviet side.

XIII. CHANGE OF US POLICY ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
To all WILPF Sections and first two paragraphs to President Carter:


By issuing Presidential Directive #59, the Administration in Washington, DC, has shifted its nuclear war strategy from deterrence to "first-strike" capability, maintaining that a "limited and prolonged nuclear war" could insure security. Directive #59 moves from the policy of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD), primarily targeting Soviet cities and industrial centers, to a policy of counter force, targeting Soviet weaponry and sheltered command centers. The Directive encourages rather than deters nuclear war. Finally, its implementation would divert vast sums of money towards a further escalating arms race. 


Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in our 21st International Congress at Quinnipiac College, August 18-23, 1980, strongly rejects the thought that any nuclear exchange could remain limited or could be prolonged without irreversible consequences to life and the environment, and the League continues to oppose the concept of "first-strike" capability.


Be it therefore resolved that WILPF call urgently and immediately upon members in all Sections, but particularly in the U.S. Section, to exert the strongest possible pressure upon governments, especially the U.S. government, for a reversal of this policy direction.

XIV. REDUCTION OF AID TO THE MARCOS GOVERNMENT 
(To President Carter and the US Congress)


Whereas the Marcos government, during nine years of martial law, has tortured, terrorized, jailed and murdered the people of the Philippines using military forces trained, equipped and financed by the US government and, 


Whereas military aid to the Marcos government has been increased by 13% in the current budget of the USA; and 


Whereas the Wolf-Hall Amendment, which for the first time would reduce the funds appropriated for the Marcos Government, can be the first step toward ending such support,


Therefore be it resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at its 21st International Congress at Hamden, Connecticut, 19-23 August 1980 urges the Congress and the President of the US to support the adoption of the Wolff-Hall Amendment.

XV. WITHDRAWAL OF US MILITARY BASES FROM THE PHILIPPINES 
To President Carter, with copies to the Director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, 

U.S. State Department, and the Secretary-General of the United Nations:


Whereas Clark Air Field and Subic Naval Base, two U.S. bases in the Philippines, are remnants of U.S. colonial domination of that country and are deeply resented by Philippine patriots as an abridgment of their national sovereignty; and 


Whereas Admiral Le Roque, Center of Defense Information, testified that the U.S. Pentagon stores nuclear weapons at these U.S. bases, and the Civil Liberties Union of the Philippines warns that the presence of these U.S. nuclear weapons threatens to involve the Philippines in any future nuclear holocaust; and 


Whereas U.S. bases in the Philippines provided the main logistical support for the U.S. war in Vietnam and are today the main source of supply for the U.S. naval force in the Indian Ocean;


Therefore be it resolved by the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 21st Triennial Congress at Quinnipiac College, August 18-23, 1980, that the U.S. bases should be immediately dismantled from the Philippines in order to remove an affront to Philippine sovereignty and a center of U.S. nuclear arms in Asia.

XVI. EAST TIMOR
To all Sections:


Concerned about the continuing misery in East Timor under Indonesian neocolonialist subjugation on which Amnesty International recently testified before the United States Congress, reporting extreme violations of Human Rights, such as imprisonment without trial, torture and genocide,


Be it resolved that WILPF continues to bring the plight of East Timor people before the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations.

XVII. NUCLEAR-FREE PACIFIC 
To WILPF and Sections:


Noting the growth of anti-nuclear and independence movements in the Pacific regions;


Believing that these movements have the potential for uniting people in this region in a common struggle for survival and peace and maybe a step towards universal disarmament;


Be it resolved that WILPF supports a Nuclear Free Pacific Treaty and that Sections inform themselves of relevant events in the Pacific region and support demilitarization of the region as promoted recently at the Nuclear Free Pacific Conference in Hawaii.

XVIII. PEACE EDUCATION 
To WILPF and all Sections:


Whereas Women's International League for Peace and Freedom around the world is concerned about education for peace and the need to share and learn from each other, 


Be it resolved by the 21st International Congress, meeting in Hamden Connecticut, 19-23 August, 1980, that:


1) A communications network of all members writing and implementing peace education curricula to be formed by the International and its member sections, including the use of publications to promote the work of those involved;


2) Racism, because it is a major factor in destroying public education, be on the agenda of WILPF as an issue to be tied in with our peace education program and concerns including wherever possible seminars for teachers.

XIX. APPEAL TO UNESCO ON EDUCATION FOR PEACE 
To the Director of UNESCO Department of Curriculum Studies and Methods of Education:

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Triennial Congress, August 18-23, 1980, at Quinnipiac College,


Aware of international tensions and of freedom struggles in many countries with their risks of erupting into violence,


Urges UNESCO to:


1) Set up a U.N.-UNESCO radio station and to employ existing TV satellite facilities for transmitting information and U.N. policy on disarmament, human rights and development;


2) Develop world studies programs and disseminate them to ministries of education in all member countries; and


3) Emphasize to all ministries of education the prevention potential of peace education in a threatened world.

XX. UNESCO MATERIAL FOR PEACE EDUCATION  
To ministers of education in countries with WILPF Sections; to directors of education, head teachers and other authorities to whom Sections and branches have access; to the World Council of Organizations of the Teaching Professions; to the American Federation of Teachers; to the National Education Associations, United States; to the National Social Studies Council, United States.

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its 21st International Congress at Hamden, Connecticut, 19-23 August 1980,


Aware of international tensions and of freedom struggles in many lands with their risks of escalating to the use of violence,


Urges your department (Section) to use the materials provided by UNESCO for education in peaceful conflict resolution, disarmament and global knowledge and to include world studies in any agreed curriculum recommended for general adoption.

XXI. CAMBODIA
(To government delegations to the United Nations)


Whereas the Pol Pot/IHeng Sary regime, having pursued policies of genocide within Kampuchea and having violated the rights of the people in an almost unprecedented way is no longer in control of either people or territory, and 


Whereas the presence of the Pol Pot/Iang Sary regime as the official representative of Kampuchea in the United Nations is unjustifiable both morally and legally and stands as an obstacle to the true representation of Kampuchea in the United Nations,


Be it resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at its 21st International Congress in Hamden, Connecticut, 19-23 August, 1980,


Calls upon the member states of the United Nations to unseat the Pol Pot/ Iang Sary regime at the next United Nations General Assembly in September of 1980.

XXII. CONTROL OF SPACE TECHNOLOGY  
To all Sections:


Noting the proliferation of nuclear power sources in space technology and the development of nuclear and other weapons systems in outer space;


Mindful of the final document of the U.N. Special Session on Disarmament in 1978 expressing the need for international action in the spirit of the Treaty on Outer Space;


Be it resolved that WILPF Sections be asked (a) to take every opportunity to publicize the treaty and oppose the development and use of nuclear and other weapons systems in outer space, and (b) to approach the U.N. Environment Program, Nairobi, for information on any steps being taken through the program by governments or NGOs to prevent the use of nuclear power sources such as radioisotopes and nuclear reactors, expressing our concern about such use and about the development of nuclear and other weapons in outer space.

XXIII. U.N. PEACEMAKING MACHINERY  
To all Sections:


Realizing that WILPF's primary objective of "total and universal disarmament" has not been achieved in 65 years of campaigning;


Believing that other means of solving international disputes have to be accepted by the people of the world;


Be it resolved that WILPF pursue the implementation of Article 33 of the United Nations Charter with a view of preparing a well devised and documented submission to the United Nations outlining proposals for improving the peaceful settlement machinery of the United Nations, strengthening the International Court of Justice, establishing a permanent mediation board served by a reliable fact-finding commission, and developing arbitration machinery that would implement the Charter's demand that peaceful settlement should be sought "first of all' by these very procedures, as a peaceful world cannot be created by violence

IEC CARTIGNY, 1981.
I. DISARMAMENT

APPEALS AND STATEMENTS ON DISARMAMENT AND NEGOTIATION

WILPF sections and members are urged to study and use as a basis for an educational campaign the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Proceedings of the Human Rights Committee; and also to be watchdogs in their own countries on issues of torture and violations of human rights, and reaffirm previous WILPF resolutions on human rights and capital punishment.

WILPF sections and members are reminded that in spite of international anti-slavery conventions, child slavery  and child labour under conditions similar to slavery still exist in many countries and they should exert great efforts to secure its abolition.

II. LAW OF THE SEA

Having supported the Law of the Sea Conference since its inception in 1975, WILPF resolves to continue to support the negotiating process and to support the principle of the sea being the "common heritage of all humanity" as an essential principle of this conference. Sections and members are urged to inform themselves of the content and implications of the emerging Law of the Sea.

III. THE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION  

WILPF Executive Committee expresses its unity with the Lebanese members in their deep concern at the concerning suffering of the Lebanese people in the war which has been devastating their country for six years.

Sections and members are urged to help to further the cause of peace in Lebanon, which is vital also to the rest of the world, to help restore national accord, resolve the Palestinian question, by pressing their own governments to work for a permanent ceasefire under the control of a strengthened UN force, to stop the supply of arms to belligerents, to condemn the bombings of villages and to help to rebuild the life of the country.

The Lebanese section is asked to keep other sections informed as to what practical steps can be taken by them in this respect.

(See also the resolution against the intervention of outside forces in the sovereign State of Lebanon made by the Executive Committee, July 1976.)

(See also the call for assistance for the Lebanese people made by the Executive Committee, July, 1976.)

WILPF Statement on the Middle East, adopted by the International Executive Committee at its meeting in 1975, revised by the International Executive Committee in 1979 and revised again by the International Executive Committee in 1981.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom reaffirms its belief that a lasting peace in the Middle East can only be achieved through mutually satisfactory agreements among all the parties involved in that conflict.

It maintains its support for:

A. The recognition of all parties to the Arab Israeli conflict of the territorial integrity and security of the State of Israel within the borders based essentially on those in effect before the June 1967 war.

B. The recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the Palestinians' right to self determination and to the creation of an independent Palestinian state in the West Bank and the Gaza strip with international guarantees of security for the state and for the neighboring  states of Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,  and Syria. 

C. Negotiation of agreements implementing sections A and B (above), including the possible return and/or repatriation of Palestinian and Jewish refugees, the special problem of Jerusalem and steps toward  demilitarization of the area to be conducted among all the parties: Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, the Palestinian Liberation Organization and Syria. Such negotiations should take place under the sponsorship of the United Nations, possibly through the reconvening of the Geneva Conference with the United States and the USSR as co-chairs.

D. An immediate halt to both the creation of new settlements and the enlargement of current settlements by Israel in the West Bank/Gaza area. The future of existing Israeli settlements should be a subject for negotiation within the context of C above. 

E. Recognition of the fact that military power cannot lead to a just solution in the area and call for an agreement among all possible arms suppliers to end arms sales to all countries in the Middle East.

F.  The allocation of all government aid in the form of grants, loans and other types of assistance for reconstruction and for economic and social development to be channeled through appropriate agencies of the United Nations.

Considering that the economic imbalance in the world, of waste on the one side and dire need on the other, is unacceptable on moral and material grounds and is the cause of a repression/revolution cycle, and

that these causing developing countries to purchase arms resulting in further impoverishment of their economies,

WILPF sections and members are urged to study the proposals of the United Nations for the New International Economic Order, including those of the Brandt Report and similar proposals and to urge their own governments to act on the principles contained therein, to ensure their speedy implementation.

Sections and members are recommended to study the information available from such bodies as UNCTAD, UN Committees of experts, trade union and other groups on the practices and activities of transnational corporations, to disseminate in their own countries and to the Geneva office information available from their own national sources.

IV. BANNING WAR TOYS 

Sections in countries that are members of EEC are asked to support the motion tabled by Ernest Ghinne of Belgium in the European Parliament and due to be debated in September to ban the manufacture and sale of war toys within the EEC.

V. BUILDING WILPF 
National Sections: Appoint a coordinator responsible for initiating and developing new branches. Development materials on WILPF history and program, devise creative  ways of gaining visibility, approaching people, increasing publicity and spreading visual materials, advertise WILPF, develop actions that respond to the needs and aspirations of women in your country.

"Register" women (or other appropriate word) of women as part of the campaign to end the arms race with materials developed by each section.

Hold summer (or winter) schools in conjunction with the section's annual meetings.

Hold summer (or winter) schools in conjunction with the section's annual meetings.

International: Assist in establishing or improving women's centres in developing countries where teaching skill is combined with political education and awareness of peace and disarmament issues.

Appoint regional coordinators for Europe, Africa, Asia and the Pacific Islands to help develop sections and centres.

VI. TO STOP THE ARMS RACE AND ATTAIN DISARMAMENT

National sections: Protest the production and deployment of the neutron bomb. 

Continue to campaign against new US missiles deployment in Europe.

Continue to campaign for nuclear-free zones.

Continue to press for ratification of SALT II and for the resumption of US/USSR negotiations and for the conclusions of treaties such as the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

Work for a European Disarmament Conference through governments and delegations to the Madrid Conference.

Reach out to new constituencies: women's groups, youth, the aged, religious groups, environmentalists, trade unions, health and scientific workers and so on by preparing  properly focused materials.

Use materials on the damages and after-effects of atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Relate military expenditures to all human needs; work for conversion from military to civilian production. 

Stimulate designation of local nuclear-free zones.

Seek declarations from public officials for disarmament observances.

Work with all groups involved in SSD and in disarmament work.

VII. SSD II

National Sections: Study and circulate the final document of SSD I and hold seminars/round tables/ conferences on it. 

Contact governments to remind them they signed the Final Document and ask them how they will implement it.

Contact and visit media (TV, radio and newspapers) to combat war propaganda by bringing the Final Document to their attention and discuss responsibility of the media in preparing for peace; insist on coverage of work for peace and disarmament.

Prepare brochures for International Women's Day for educational work, street work,  demonstrations and petitions leading up to SSD II. 

Carry WILPF banners and flags of many nations in all mass demonstrations. 

Ask governments to include  at least one woman with disarmament expertise in the delegation to SSD II. 

Visit SSD delegations before they leave for New York.

International: Hold international conference of 200 to 300 women in New York for two days before the opening session of SSD II, inviting other organizations to support it. The purpose should be to pool information on what was done nationally in preparation for SSDII ; dosciss lobbying techniques for approaching national SSD delegations in New York with good arguments; agree on a few points for all sections to push when visiting their own SSD delegations in New York; meet with media to get them to cover SSD and all events for peace. A pamphlet on what women must do should be issued in Geneva illustrating in an attractive way what WILPF is doing and how other women can join in the actions.
IEC ELSINOR, 1982
I. EAST TIMOR AND WEST IRIAN  

WILPF Australian section requests all WILPF sections to press their own governments to reconsider their attitude to the United Nations Resolution 36/50 of 24 November, 1981 on East Timor regularly presented to every session of the UN General Assembly, as it notes that the Governments of countries where the WILPF sections exist either vote against the Resolution or abstain from voting.

In a written submission in March 1982 to an Australian Senate Committee on Defence and Foreign-East Timor Enquiry, the WILPF Australian Section asked the Australian Government, inter alia, to:

a) Urge the Indonesian Government to grant a measure of local autonomy to the people of East Timor (at present under Indonesian military rule);

b) ask the Indonesian Government to examine the position of political prisoners from East Timor, in the light of the Amnesty International report of December, 1981.

c) urge the Indonesian Government to examine ways to  ensure that humanitarian aid, including food, reaches those most in need.

We further ask International WILPF to request that the rights of the Melanesian population of West Irian be discussed at the Human Rights Commission.

II. NUCLEAR FREE AND INDEPENDENT PACIFIC  
WILPF Australian Section requests WILPF to seek from the UN a Treaty establishing the Pacific as a Nuclear Free Zone similar to the Treaty of Tlatelolco establishing Latin America as a nuclear free zone and calling on all rim countries and countries with any territorial interests in the Pacific to sign such a treaty.

Such a treaty to prohibit the use of the Pacific Ocean and islands for 

i) nuclear weapons tests;

ii) dumping of nuclear waste;

iii) storage of nuclear weapons and establishing nuclear bases;

iv) harbouring and passage of nuclear powered and nuclear armed vessels and submarines.

As a first step toward such a treaty, WILPF calls for the cessation of 

i) French nuclear tests on Moruroa Atoll;

ii) dumping of nuclear wastes by Japan in the Pacific;

iii) movement of nuclear-powered warships and submarines in Pacific waters;

and for the support of Belau's nuclear-free constitution and the dismantling of the stockpiles of nuclear weapons on the islands of Hawaii and all other Pacific islands.

WILPF also calls on all countries acting as administrators of islands in the Pacific, e.g. Belau and the Marshall islands under United Nations trusteeship, when requested to grant such islands their independence, and to assist with the re-establishment of dislocated communities.

III. PEACE EDUCATION, WORK FOR PEACE, ASPECTS OF WARFARE

RIGHT TO WORK FOR PEACE  

Women of all nations are at present working for peace and freedom by non-violent means to protect themselves, their children and their families.Recently, these peace workers have been severely harassed and even put into jail.

WILPF strongly condemns these violent reactions to human beings struggling for a just and understanding cause.

WILPF Congress urges sections to protest whenever actions are taken by governments against people protesting non-violently against war, war preparations and injustice.
22ND CONGRESS, GÖTEBORG, 1983
I. ARMS SALES 

Considering that the sale of arms to foreign countries is a means to maintain, encourage or start wars, Congress calls upon all governments to stop the sales of arms to foreign countries.

II. KOREAN PENINSULA   

Alarmed that the situation in the north-east Asian area has become more ominous resultant upon an increase by the United States in South Korea of sophisticated armaments, including additional nuclear weapons, the expressed intent to deploy neutron bombs and Tomahawk Cruise missiles and the projected military cooperation of the United States, Japan and South Korea,


We resolve to urgently call upon the United States to honour Article 2 of the General Assembly Resolution, 3390 B (XXX), November 18, 1975 by an early withdrawal of troops, military personnel and nuclear weapons from South Korea and initiate negotiations with North Korea for the replacement of Korean Military armistice Agreement with a Peace Agreement.


We further resolve to appeal to all member states of the United Nations to use utmost influence and give positive support to the full implementation of the above resolution and the establishment of a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in North East Asia and surrounding waters.

III. SOUTH EAST ASIA

I. Whereas the South East Asia region, owing to its strategic position, has become an area of increased military interest and activity,


Be it resolved that the South East Asia region be made a nuclear free zone in which no nuclear plants, nuclear processing plants, military base storing nuclear bombs or nuclear waste dumps be established. All sections are urged to ask their governments to have this resolutions placed on the agenda of the United Nations First Committee.


II. Whereas the common interest of all countries in the South East Asia is peace and stability in the region, 


Whereas the earnest aspirations of all the peoples of South East Asia is peace so as to concentrate efforts on the development of the country, 


The WILPF meeting at its 22nd Triennial Congress in Goteborg, Sweden, requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to use his good offices to initiate opportunities to promote  and develop dialogue without precondition between the two groups of Indo-China and ASEAN countries so as to reinforce mutual understanding and solve by peaceful means the existing problems with a view to establishing a zone of peace, stability, friendship and cooperation in South East Asia.

IV. THE ARMS RACE AND DEVELOPMENT   

Whereas development is a process of individual and social betterment of people by providing them with an improved quality of life in the fullest sense,

Whereas the right to development implies a respect of all human rights, economic, social, cultural, civil and political development process, 


Whereas it is demonstrable that the arms race is a part of the larger issue of injustices in international economic relations, there being close links between disarmament and peace and the present crisis of development with a growing share of the world's resources going toward armaments rather than basic needs such as foods, shelter, clothing, health care, etc.


It is hereby resolved that WILPF encourages all its members to study seriously the links between the arms race and the present crisis of development and recognize the need to eliminate the conflicts of war and injustices and understand the urgency to take steps to switch to a new type of development based on appropriate products and technology and on the conservation of resources.

V. NATO'S & CRUISE AND PERSHING NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The deadline for the first deployment of NATO's new ground launched Cruise and Pershing II missiles is upon us. By the end of this year, the announced time of deployment, tensions will be running high. Violence and bloodshed may be inevitable if there is no agreement in Geneva talks on the limitation and the reduction of nuclear weapons in Europe.


There is no sign of an agreement or a breakthrough in the talks. There is growing resentment in Europe because the NATO agreement of 1979 allowed four years time in which negotiations would be carried out. But the United States delayed the start of the talks for many months. A postponement of the deployment would allow negotiators to make up for this lost time.


The secrecy of the talks encourages rumours and distortions of positions.


There is an undeniable logic to the idea of including in the balance the French and the British nuclear missiles targeted on the Soviet Union. The principle that the negotiating parties should suspend deployment of the weapons under discussion is a reasonable one.


A further problem is the separation of negotiations for the limitation and reduction of medium-range missiles from those of long-range missiles.


In light of the above, WILPF appeals to the two major nuclear powers and to the entire arms control and disarmament community to the following proposals:


WILPF, meeting at its twenty-second Triennial Congress, is agonizingly aware that a nuclear catastrophe is both possible and increasingly likely. Such a disaster is preventable — and we must see to it that it is prevented.


The introduction of first-strike nuclear systems anywhere in the world is a dangerous escalation of the arms race and a mockery of good faith negotiations on disarmament. As a first step to genuine and complete disarmament there must be cancellation of the NATO decision to deploy the dangerous new generation of ground-launched Pershing II and Cruise missiles and the carrying out of negotiations in good faith for the reduction in nuclear medium-range missiles of the NATO and Warsaw Treaty Organizations. We advance the following plan:


1. The United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic shall immediately suspend the production and deployment of the medium-range nuclear systems under negotiation in Geneva. The US will suspend the production and deployment of the Pershing II and Cruise missile systems and the Soviet Union will suspend further deployment of the SS-20 missiles. The Soviet Union will reduce its medium-range land based systems to the number of French and British warheads targeted on the Soviet Union.


2. Since the Pershing II missiles would assure a strategic potential once deployed in the FRG, the rationale for holding separate talks on medium range nuclear forces and strategic arms disappears. Therefore, the two sets of talks should be merged. There integration should be facilitated by the good offices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The United States and the Soviet Union shall periodically submit full reports to the Secretary General on the progress of the talks so developments may be monitored and publicized.

VII. WORLD DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN  

The WILPF 22nd International Congress calls upon its sections to urge their governments to give generous financial support to the UN World Disarmament Campaign as one of the most positive and helpful step they can take towards creating a more peaceful world.

VIII. RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 

WILPF asks every section to urge its government to contribute in all ways for the conversion of the Declaration of Children's Rights to a Convention.

For our children, especially for those in countries suffering from war, poverty, hunger and suppression, it is of utmost importance that the representatives of the UN Committee on Human Rights work with this issue to get an immediate result.

IX. EAST TIMOR 

The WILPF 22nd International Triennial Congress expresses its support for the resolution in favour of East Timorese self-determination passed by the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva in February, 1983, which reaffirms inter alia the inalienable right of the people of East Timor to self determination in accordance with General Assembly resolution (XV) and calls upon all parties concerned to facilitate the entry into the territory of international aid to alleviate the suffering of the people of East Timor.


Congress calls on those sections whose governments either voted against or abstained from voting on this issue to press their governments to reconsider their attitude and ask all sections to seek the support of their governments for UN Resolution 36/50 of 24th November, 1981, when presented to the UN General Assembly in November of this year. (See also UN resolution 37/50 of 23rd November, 1982.)

X. PACIFIC AND INDIAN OCEANS 

Concerned about the increased military presence of outside powers in the Indian Ocean, WILPF again declares its support for the concept of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace embodied in the UN Declaration of 1971. 


Concerned also about the increasing nuclearisation of the Pacific Ocean and islands, WILPF seeks from the UN a treaty establishing the Pacific as a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone similar to the Treaty of Tlatelolco establishing Latin America as a Nuclear Weapon Free Zone. Such a treaty to prohibit the use of the Pacific Ocean and Islands for the purposes such as: nuclear weapon tests; dumping of nuclear wastes; storage of nuclear weapons and establishing of nuclear bases; harbouring and passage of nuclear powered and/or nuclear-armed vessels and submarines.


The Congress requests all sections to urge their governments to:

(a) Ask the UN to expedite the holding of the postponed Indian Ocean Conference originally decided by resolution of December, 1971; and 

(b) Ask the UN to promote a Treaty establishing the Pacific Ocean as a nuclear weapon free zone 

(c) The Congress requests all sections to press for the dismantling of the nuclearized military and naval base of Diego Garcia and the withdrawal of the rapid deployment force stationed at this base.

XI. PACIFIC ISLANDS 

Congress calls on the US and other countries acting as administrators of islands of islands in the Pacific, e.g. Belau and the Marshall Islands under UN Trusteeship or still retaining colonies in the Pacific to grant such islands their independence where requested and to assist with the re-establishment of dislocated communities where feasible. All sections are requested to urge their governments to support any such request. 

XII. WEST IRIAN 

In view of the following: 


The people of WPNG (West Irian) are Melanesian and are ethnically related to the peoples of Papua New Guinea,


These people have not enjoyed their full human and cultural freedom since 1660 when they were colonized by the Dutch and in 1963 this control was passed to the Sukarno Indonesian Government,

West Papuans(Iraniese) were denied their right to self determination in 1969 during a so-called Act of Free Choice - an exercise carried out by the Indonesian military in the presence of the United Nations observers,


Since 1965 the West Papuans have been cruelly repressed by the Indonesian military and their way of life threatened: (i) dissent is ruthlessly crushed; (ii) Papuan culture is being systematically destroyed by the forced colonization by the Indonesians and the use of Indonesian language in schools; (iii) West Papuan resources have been plundered by foreign interests with the assistance of the Indonesian administration, e.g. oil, copper, nickel, forests and seafood,


WILPF International initiates a campaign to bring to the notice  of the world and particularly to the United Nations, the plight of the peoples of WPNG (West Irian). 

Such a campaign is to be comprised of educational and action aspects and the following demands:

a) A withdrawal of all Indonesian military personnel from West Irian.

b) A cessation of the Indonesian colonization program.

c) A new United Nations controlled and supervised plebiscite to determine the will of the people       of WPNG (West Irian), free of interference from the Indonesian military regime.

XIII. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE  

Weapons that kill are not only means used in war. Acts of terrorism, use of chemicals and poisons against which there is no protection and whose origins may be difficult if not impossible to determine can have long-lasting effects on the physical integrity of the populations. Misleading information and rumours can create a condition of insecurity and fear and can lead to mass hysteria in the population.


All such means of warfare have as their aim the destruction of the physical, mental and psychological state of the individual and the whole society and can have long-lasting effects. They bring with them the breakdown of all moral values that a society may have built over generations and which are so important to peace and freedom. 


WILPF considers it urgent to assemble and study information and facts about the use of such methods of warfare and in cooperation with involved specialists, make this knowledge available to appropriate organizations with a view to finding means to immediately halt the use of such methods of warfare.

XIV. AFGHANISTAN 

Considering that WILPF is firmly committed to the belief that all conflicts should be settled by non-violent means and that the United Nations should be strengthened, the 22nd Congress asks national sections to urge their governments to support the aims of the negotiations now going on under United Nations auspices to secure the right of the Afghan people to decide their own future.

XV. CENTRAL AMERICA 

I. The WILPF 22nd International Triennial Congress calls upon its sections urge their governments to support the request of the Contadora Group that the United States enter into negotiations with both sides in the Salvadoran conflict as soon as possible in order to achieve a peaceful resolution.


II. WILPF 22nd International Triennial Congress calls upon:

a) The US section as a matter of urgency to give priority to a campaign to persuade the people of the US to oppose the interference of the US to oppose the interference of the US Government in Central America, and 

b) Other sections to ask their governments to put pressure on the US Government to end immediately its interference in Central America by withdrawing American ships which are serving to blockade supplies of food and medicine; by withdrawing American military advisors; and by ending the supply of arms in order to allow people in Central America to achieve self determination. Sections are also called upon to contact US Embassies in their countries in order to make known their views on this critical issue.


III. WILPF's 22nd International Triennial Congress calls upon its sections to urge their governments to put pressure upon the government of Guatemala to stop the genocide of the Guatemalan Indians.


IV. WILPF 22nd International Triennial Congress urges the Costa Rican section to implore its government to maintain a genuine neutrality in the face of the present conflicts in Central America and not to allow itself to be used by the United States or any other power for their own purposes.

XVI. FALKLAND ISLANDS/MALVINAS    

The WILPF 22nd Congress asks Sections to press their governments (1) to put pressure on the United Kingdom and Argentina to resume negotiations as soon as possible under the auspices of the United Nations with a view to avoiding further violent conflict and ending the British colonial status of the Falkland Islands/Malvinas. (2) To call for a UN conference on the demilitarization of the South Atlantic.

XVII. KAMPUCHEA 

(To all governmental delegations with a copy to the Secretary General of the UN.)

Whereas the so-called "Democratic Kampuchea" regime of Pol Pot-leng Sary-Khieu Samphon, having pursued policies of genocide within Kampuchea and having violated the rights of the people in an almost unprecedented way, is no longer in control of either people or territory and 


Whereas the presence of the delegates of this so-called democratic Kampuchea in the United Nations is unjustifiable both morally and legally and stands as an obstacle to the true representation of Kampuchea in the United Nations; 


Be it therefore resolved that WILPF, meeting in its 22nd Triennial Congress call upon the Member States of the United Nations to unseat the so-called "Democratic Kampuchea" represented now by a coalition of three parties, i.e. Sihanoak, Son Sann, Khieu Samphon (the Pol Pot regime) at the next UN General Assembly in September, 1983.

XVIII. INTERNATIONAL SATELLITE MONITORING AGENCY 

Considering the difficulties of verification in compliance with disarmament treaties and other military surveillance, and


Aware that information by present United States and  Soviet Union satellites is provided at the discretion of the government concerned with consequent questions of validity and critical delay in bilateral and multilateral agreements, and 


Realizing that an International Satellite Monitoring Agency (ISMA) studied by an international group if experts has been affirmed " both possible and feasible",


We resolve to urge member States of the United Nations to express support to the current study and the report to be submitted to the 38th General Assembly, September-December, 1983.


We further resolve to request members of the WILPF to appeal to their respective governments to contribute financially to this vitally essential International Agency which would facilitate concrete steps towards nuclear disarmament.

XIX. WOMEN'S DECADE CONFERENCE 

Exploitation of Third World Women and Peace.


Whereas in the quest for peace and social justice among the Third World nations and the world as a whole, the First World had a crucial and vital role to play,


Whereas the social injustices suffered by the people of the Third world, particularly women, can be attributed to certain activities and attitudes of the First World, tending to reinforce colonial values such as are manifested in: sex tourism; prostitution, pornography and sexist advertisement; the exploitation of Third World women by the Transnational corporations as a cheap source of labour, exposing them to hazardous working conditions and denying them their civil liberties; the dumping of dangerous contraceptives which are banned in the country of origin; the use of dangerous technologies in health care and the export of Third World women to the First World as inter alia cheap domestic servants and para- medics,


Whereas this being the International Decade of Women,


It is hereby resolved that WILPF sections request the Committee on the Status of Women and in preparation for the end of decade conference to encourage and promote the understanding among all women of the problems and issues that confront the Third World women through the dissemination of information and help combat the violence perpetrated against women in the form of pornography, sexist advertising, prostitution and sex tourism. Further, we condemn the exploitation of Third World women by the TNCs both as a source of cheap labour and a market for dangerous pharmaceuticals and technologies.
23RD CONGRESS, ZEIST, 1986
I. AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES
(from Resolution on The Right of All Indigenous Peoples to Own and Control Both their Land(s) and their Lives.


The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands 23-29 July 1986,


Recognizing the Australian Aborigines as the original inhabitants of Australia, 


Believing with them that adequate national land rights legislation is a precondition for urgently needed improvements to health, housing education and employment,

 
Deploring the Australian Government's recently announced abandonment of its 1983 commitment to National Land Rights legislation (reaffirmed in August 1984 before the United Nations Commission on Human Rights), and its stated intention to amend the present legislation to effectively remove Aboriginal control of their land and land use, particularly in relation to mining, including the mining of uranium.


Hoping with the Aborigines that international pressure may help to persuade the Australian Government to take up its reiterated commitment to National Land Right legislation,


Requests WILPF International Executive Committee and WILPF sections to express their concern to the Australian Government, either directly to Canberra (Parliament House) or to its overseas embassies, that Aboriginal National Land Rights legislation be enacted, both to honour their repeated commitments to this policy and as a matter of simple justice to a dispossessed minority.

II. 'DONKEY PROJECT'

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986,


Realizing the time spent in carrying loads by women in developing countries, recommends the project for "Donkey Transport" in Africa.


It calls on all sections to publicize and support this project, possibly by approaching aid organizations in their countries.

III. SOLIDARITY WITH THE FILIPINO PEOPLE 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986,


Expresses its solidarity with the Filipino people who are now in the process of establishing democracy in their land. It calls for the dismantling of United States military bases in the Philippines and supports the move of the Filipino people to declare their country a nuclear-free territory.

IV. A GLOBAL WOMEN'S NETWORK FOR DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

Since the arms race is not only the worst threat to all children of the world, but is also disastrous to all development,


WILPF urges all women to join forces in a global women's network to stop the destructive arms race and use the dwindling resources of the planet for development and creative and life-giving purposes instead of inventing more and more sophisticated killing methods. 

Then and only then, might we have a chance to encourage development and put an end to the famines of this world.

V. NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF reaffirms its commitment to working for a new international economic order based on meeting the needs of the people and not on profit and privilege.


Events of recent years have brought into sharp focus the dangerous consequences for peace and justice of the unbridled quest for profit. This quest has led, among other things, to:

— the misuse of official development assistance to create markets, dependency and to generate income for the donor country at the expense of the peoples in the recipient country;

— concentration of power and means in the hands of a few transnational and national corporations as well as individuals and groups motivated by selfish interests severely affecting the conditions of the small farmer and urban poor in all parts of the world;

— the debt crisis which has resulted in a growing net flow of capital from the developing world to large banks and governments in the industrialized creditor countries;

— high military budgets and profits for the military-industrial complex leaving less and less capital for civilian investment and creation of employment.


These developments are indicative of a global trend in which the division between rich and poor within and between countries is getting larger.


WILPF therefore commits itself to working for the implementation of the Declaration on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, adopted by consensus at the Sixth Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly in 1974, which seeks to establish economic relations among States on a more just and equitable basis.


WILPF further commits itself to pressure governments to live up to their commitments — as stated in the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies — to identify and support "organizational and other means of enabling women to bring their interests and preference into the evaluation and choice of alternative development strategies..." which would meet the needs of the people in each country equally.

VI. ENVIRONMENT AND NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Following accidents at nuclear power stations, WILPF is aware that the production of nuclear power, whether for civil or military use, is a global concern, and that the human race has neither sufficient knowledge about nuclear energy nor sufficient wisdom to use it responsibly.


The lasting effects of atomic bombings and tests are destructive of the environment and of human life and peace of mind, while the production, use and disposal problems related to nuclear energy threaten life and future generations and cannot be eliminated by legislation and safety measures.


The production of nuclear energy is related to arms manufacture since the plutonium required for nuclear weapons is a by-product of the industrial cycle.


The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986,

A.  Calls upon all WILPF sections to press their governments

1.  to cancel plans for building further nuclear power stations and to start phasing out existing ones;

2.  to implement existing agreements on the protection of the environment;

3.  to strengthen regulations on pollution control, especially pollution by radiation;

4.  to allow on-site inspection of nuclear installations by independent scientists and the publication of full reports on radio-active and other pollution;

5.  to strengthen the provision of emergency services;

6.  to insist on international agreement on the siting of potentially dangerous non-nuclear installations;

7.  to divert investment towards the development of safe, renewable and non-polluting energy sources, for which sufficient knowledge now exists.

B.  Further calls upon all governments and the international community

1.  to review the mandate of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and request that the IAEA halt all activities related to the promotion of nuclear power;

2.  that as long as nuclear power reactors exist, the IAEA  continue to monitor compliance with Article III of the NPT;

3.  that furthermore the mandate of the IAEA include the promotion of international programs and standards for the phasing out of nuclear activities;

4.  that the IAEA be authorized to pass data on radio-active fall-out to NGOs;

5.  that NGOs be invited to attend conferences called by the IAEA on safety measures in the nuclear industry.

C.  Calls on the United Nations and all governments

1.  to cancel the UN Conference for the Promotion of International Co-operation on the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (PUNE) scheduled to be held at Geneva in 1987, and instead to find ways and means to follow up on the Nairobi Conference on New and Renewable Energy Sources;

2.  to take measures to halt the illegal mining of uranium in Namibia.

VII. ACTION FOR PRODUCTION STOP IN PROTEST AGAINST NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986,


Decides that WILPF take an active part in working for joint international trade union action against nuclear weapons in the form of a short production stop in as many countries as possible;

contact the heads of appropriate international trade union organizations to discuss the possibilities for such cooperation with the trade union movement; and


that WILPF  sections contact trade union organizations in their countries to discuss how support for such action can be strengthened nationally and internationally.

VIII. NUCLEAR-FREE PACIFIC REGION 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-20 July 1986


Commending the initiative of the South Pacific Nuclear-Free Zone Treaty adopted at the South Pacific Forum Meeting in August 1985 and containing protocols to be signed by the five nuclear powers,


Calls for its extension to the whole of the Pacific Ocean, and the prohibition of all parts of the nuclear fuel cycle including mining, testing, transport of nuclear material, nuclear-powered and/or armed ships, and nuclear material dumping, 


Supports those Pacific Island nations wishing to extend the ambit of the Treaty, and asks WILPF sections to encourage their own and other governments to work for the establishment of nuclear-free zones in other parts of the globe.

IX. EAST TIMOR 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986, 


Recognizing the right of the East Timor people to independence, as affirmed at the 1983 Congress  (and 1984 and 1985 meetings of the International Executive Committee), and their right to be included in the present discussions between the United Nations Secretary-General and the Portuguese and Indonesian Governments, 


Believing that the United Nations is the only and the appropriate body to reverse non-violently the military invasion and take-over of East Timor by Indonesia in 1975, and


Knowing the efforts of Indonesia of having the issues of East Timor dropped from the United Nations General Assembly agenda, as the issue of their violation of human rights in East Timor was dropped from the agenda of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights,


Urges WILPF International Executive Committee to persuade all United Nations Member States, and WILPF sections to request their own governments, to vote to retain the issue of East Timor on the United Nations General Assembly agenda in 1986 — particularly as 1986 is UN International Year of Peace; and to


Urge that genuine representatives of the East Timorese are included in the present discussions of the United Nations Secretary-General as above.

X. BELAU 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986,


Recognizing that the Belauan people have resisted some six referenda directed to restricting the nuclear-free provisions of the constitution,


Recognizing that the Kwajelein Atoll traditional landowners have non-violently occupied the US Kwajelein Missile Testing Base for five months after its lease to the USA expired in November 1985 in an attempt to regain their own lands and improve the overcrowded slum conditions the evicted population exists in on the Ebeye Island, entirely dependent on the USA for water, food, health facilities and employment,


Recognizing that the Rongelap Atoll landowners, who left homes in 1985 fearing radioactive contamination from US testing, have not received adequate compensation for the loss of their homes and the rebuilding of their food crops etc., and economy,


Recalling that the United Nations Strategic Trusteeships over Belau (Palau), Marshall Islands and Micronesia, granted to the USA after World War II, committed the administering body (USA) to promote the economic advancement and self-sufficiency of the inhabitants (Article 76 (b) of the United Nations Charter and Article 8 of the Trusteeship Agreement),


Believing that the Compacts of Free Association with the USA with which the Security Council of the United Nations is asked to replace the Trusteeships should not replace the Trusteeships until the Security Council is satisfied, on the independent evidence collected by a special visiting United Nations mission, that the Administering Authority has fully discharged its obligations to the United Nations in its treatment of the inhabitants of these Trust territories,


Urges WILPF International Executive Committee and WILPF sections to advise the President of the Security Council that the Trusteeships should not be terminated until the United Nations Security Council has satisfied itself independently as to the treatment of the inhabitants and landowners by the Administering Authority; and that the Administering Authority presents all three parts of these Trust territories for termination including Belau, simultaneously, as there is no precedent for only parts of a Trusteeship to be terminated.

XI. WEST PAPUA 

The Twenty-Third International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986, 


Recognizing the deprivation of land holding and cultural heritage suffered by the West Papuans (Irian Jaya) following its incorporation into Indonesia in 1969, and the continuing  transmigration policy of the Indonesian Government, funded by the World Bank, which facilitates this alienation of the indigenous inhabitants,


Urges WILPF International Executive Committee and WILPF sections to request the United Nations Secretary-General to review the Act of Free Choice by which West Papua became incorporated into Indonesia, and to take appropriate steps in the light of the recommendations of the report of the United Nations observer of that Act of Free Choice.

XII. WESTERN SAHARA 

The 23rd International Congress of WILPF, meeting at Zeist, the Netherlands, 23-29 July 1986,

Supporting the right of the Western Saharan people to self-determination and independence,


Calls on the Government of Morocco and Polisario to undertake direct negotiations to resolve the conflict of Western Sahara peacefully, in accordance with the UN General Assembly resolution 40/50.

XIII. WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

In the area of human rights, following the Forward-Looking Strategies, especially paragraphs 178, 179, 182, the WILPF should concentrate on the implementation of women's rights in the developing countries.


WILPF should bring to the United Nations Law Commission its concern that women in every country should have the right to credit, and to the ownership, control and cultivation of their own land.

IEC LJUNGSKILE, 1987
I. TEXT OF CABLE SENT TO PRESIDENT REAGAN AND GENERAL-SECRETARY GORBACHEV

The IEC meeting at Ljungskile, Sweden, 1-5 August 1987, urge the USA and the USSR to come to an agreement now regarding the withdrawal and destruction of all land-based INF missiles including the Pershing 1A warheads in the FRG. It is important that all the missiles and warheads to destroyed, not used in the production of other types of weapons, and that the nuclear charges be treated as waste and not used for other weapons or for the production of nuclear energy.

II. ABORIGINAL RIGHTS  

The IEC of the WILPF meeting at Ljungskile, Sweden, 1-5 August, 1987, noting 200 years of White occupation of the continent of Australia, supports the concept of a treaty between the Aboriginal people to their land.

Requests the International Executive Committee of WILPF, and the WILPF  Sections to express their support for the concept of such a Treaty to the Australian Government (Prime Minister, Parliament House, Canberra, Australia) or to Australian Embassies and Consulates, preferably before 1 January 1988.

III. NUCLEAR POWER  

The WILPF IEC meeting 1987 reaffirms the resolution of the 23rd Congress (1986) on Environment and Nuclear Energy in all its aspects, including the termination of nuclear power production the world over.

Nuclear reactors have always served as a cover for nuclear weapons development. Now we are faced with the unmanageable problem of increasing amounts of undisposable nuclear waste from nuclear energy production.

We demand open information hearings about the medical and ecological problems of nuclear power production and further that women be represented in all fora where energy choices are made,locally, nationally and world wide.

IV. INDEPENDENCE FOR NEW CALEDONIA  
The 1987 WILPF International Executive meeting welcomes the decision of the United Nations 41st General Assembly affirming the right of the people of New Caledonia to self-determination and independence and supports the decision of the UN Special Committee on Decolonization calling on France to prepare New Caledonia for a free and genuine act of self-determination in accordance with United Nations Principles and Practices.

This resolution be conveyed to the UN Decolonization Committee and to the President of the FLNKS - Front de Liberation National (Kanaky) and to the French government. 

Further, Sections whose governments either refrained from  voting or voted against the 41st UN General Assembly are requested as a matter of urgency to seek the support of their governments for the resolution.

V. BELAU  

 Noting that

1) The President of the US declared on 3 November 1986 that the northern Mariana Islands, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia had entered into a Compact of Free Association with the USA and were therefore no longer part of the Trust Territory of Micronesia.

2) Palua(Belau) alone according to the US remains part of the Trust.

3. These initiatives are in contradiction to earlier undertakings by the US that the Compact of Free Association would not enter into force until the United Nations had terminated the Trusteeship, 

The WILPF 1987 International Executive Committee Meeting urges the Trusteeship Council of the United Nations at its meeting in August to observe the clear intention of Article 83 of the UN Charter, that the strategic trusteeship of Micronesia should be terminable only by the Security Council and not by the US Government.

Further we urge the Trusteeship Council not to recommend termination of the trusteeship until it is satisfied that the wishes  of the Paluan (Belaun) people are met in accordance with the requirements of the nuclear free clauses in their constitution which have been reaffirmed in 8 referendums.

VI. CAMPAIGN AGAINST WAR TOYS 

The International Executive Committee calls on all sections in a campaign against war toys as has been proposed by the Norwegian Section. Such a campaign is a practical follow-up to the traditional WILPF involvement with peace education. Advocating a ban on selling WAR TOYS is a way of showing opposition to massive indoctrination of children that has implications far beyond the playground. 

Branches in every WILPF Section should approach manufacturers, importers and dealers of WAR TOYS and demand to stop to this "trade."  Sections should also approach governments to make importation of WAR TOYS illegal.

 VII. THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR 

On a number of occasions the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) has expressed its deepest concern over the continuing war between Iran and Iraq, a war which has caused untold suffering and immense devastation of their lands. WILPF has appealed to both governments to cease all hostilities.

WILPF fully supports United Nations Security Council Resolution 598 (1987) demanding that "Iran and Iraq observe an immediate cease-fire and discontinue all military actions on land, at sea and in the air and withdraw all forces to the internationally recognized boundaries without delay."

WILPF urges the Governments of Iran and Iraq to co-operate fully with the United Nations Secretary General in the implementation of this resolution and in mediation for a just and honourable settlement of all outstanding issues.

IEC PARIS, 1988
CHEMICAL WARFARE/TOXIC SUBSTANCES

I. NUCLEAR AND CHEMICAL WASTE 

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom strongly condemns the trade in nuclear and chemical waste from the industrial to developing countries. It urges the cessation of such trade and calls for international control of handling and transporting all such waste. WILPF supports the decision of the Organization of African Unity of May 1988 to declare the dumping of the highly dangerous waste on the African continent a criminal act against humanity.

II. DEVELOPMENT

Letter to UN Secretary General on Sustainable Development 
The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at its meeting 25/30 July, 1988,

Recognizing the need for a new global ethic to achieve these goals WILPF calls for an international Convention on Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development.

Our organization commits itself to work through its world wide network for the goals outlined in the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development.

(with copy to Gro Harlem Brundtland)

For Peace in the Middle East  
The Women's international League for Peace And Freedom reaffirms its belief that a lasting peace in the Middle East can only be achieved through agreements among all parties involved in that conflict. We maintain support for and urge:

1. Recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination including their right to an independent Palestinian state, consisting of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

2. Recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the  territorial integrity and security of the State of Israel within borders based essentially on those before the June 1967 war.

3. Negotiation of agreements to implement 1 and 2 above through an international conference on peace in the Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations, in accordance with General Assembly Resolution 38/58/C of December 1983 and with the equal participation of all parties concerned including the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO).

4. The just solution of the refugee question and the future of Jerusalem should be included in the negotiations.

5. An end to arms transfers by all arms suppliers to all  countries in the Middle east, in recognition of the fact that military power cannot lead to a just solution of the conflict in the area.

6. The establishment of a nuclear weapon-free zone in the Middle East.

24TH CONGRESS, SYDNEY, 1989
I. ANTARCTIC
Mindful of the pioneering work started by Emily Green Blach and Gertrud Baer in 1947 to protect the Antarctic continent from pollution and exploitation, and considering the pressure exerted by seven Antarctic claimant countries to pass this fall the Antarctic minerals bill which would allow mining with consequent environmental damage, we call on all sections to urge their governments to support the designation of the Antarctic as a WORLD PARK, under the auspices of the United Nations. 

II. ARMS LIMITATION, CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND PEACE MAKING FOR THE ASIA/PACIFIC 
WILPF expresses concern about "new militarism" /conventional weapons build-ups in countries of the Asia/Pacific region especially conventional naval capabilities (Japan, Australia, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Thailand.) It decides to: 

–– conduct a campaign for the establishment of conventional arms limitations talks for the Asia/Pacific encouraging countries to embrace non-military security rather than power-projection and gunboat diplomacy.

–– lobby for the setting up of culturally-sensitive conflict resolution and peace keeping institutions for the Pacific.

–– lobby for nuclear arms control and confidence building measures to tackle the nuclear arms race in the North Pacific and the nuclear trip wire on the Korean peninsula

III. THE PHILIPPINES - JUSTICE FOR DOMINGO AND VIERNES 
Silme Domingo and Gene Viernes were murdered in Seattle, Washington, June 1 1981. As leaders in the anti-Marcos movement and the US Trade union, they were engaged in building solidarity between US and Philippine workers. A civil suit is scheduled for trial in Seattle, October 16, 1989, against Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos alleging that they ordered Domingo's and Vieres murders. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom at their 24th International Congress held July 15th-23rd, 1989, in Australia, supports the Committee for Justice for Domingo and Viernes in its efforts to bring to justice all those who participated in the murder conspiracy that resulted in the deaths of Domingo and Viernes.

IV. BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 
The Norwegian section supports the Swedish proposal on this theme with the following text added:

"In 1972 the UN Convention against biological warfare was signed by more than 100 countries.  The convention covers only research on offensive weapons. It permits research on biological war means for defensive use. In reality, however, there is no clear boundary between defensive and offensive research.

WILPF fears a military build-up of genetic capacity and demands the UN to expand the Convention of 1972 to include biological weapons of all types."

V. THE MILITARY BUILD-UP IN THE NORTHERN AREAS 
As we see positive and constructive steps towards disarmament in Central Europe, there is a high and increasing military activity in the Northern part of the Continent. Norway and the northern part of the Atlantic Ocean are important elements in the USA's new maritime strategy since Norway is NATO's eastern border with the USSR. 

This is not only of regional importance for the Nordic countries.  The Arctic Ocean constitutes a risk for potential confrontation between the superpowers, particularly as nuclear missiles are increasingly being deployed at sea rather than on land.  In addition, this area is environmentally extremely vulnerable, making military activities particularly dangerous.

Proposed actions:

An international campaign aimed at NATO and the relevant governments from other WILPF sections and the peace movement in general is needed in order to bring about a change in this development.  This campaign would be an important support for the Nordic peace organizations which try to influence their governments. However, its main importance lies in the fact that the situation in the North is a global risk factor.

The IEC and WILPF sections are asked to support these proposals:

— Disarmament negotiations for the Northern sea areas should be started at once, and not be postponed until the CFE negotiations in Vienna have been completed,

— The creation of a Nordic nuclear free zone,

— Demand for reduced military activity and maneuvers in the Northern areas.

VI. ON THE ESCALATION OF THE NAVAL ARMS RACE  
The escalation of the arms race on the seas, especially in the North Atlantic, the Pacific and Indian Oceans, is extremely dangerous because of the large concentration of nuclear arms. One third of all nuclear weapons are intended for the naval force. This situation is destabilizing as the commanders of the ships in question have great autonomy to make their own, quick decisions.

The WILPF, while congratulating the US Government on the unilateral proposal to withdraw short range tactical naval nuclear weapons, urges its members to find ways and means of approaching US Government to reconsider its decision, as the only United Nations Member State refusing to negotiate to halt the arms escalation in the seas. 

WILPF decides to conduct an international campaign aimed at relevant governments demanding that naval nuclear armament become the subject of arms control talks. The ultimate is:  

1. to ban all nuclear weapons at sea including sea-launched cruise missiles;

2. to ban new strategic naval weapons including the US and  British Trident 11, the Soviet SS-23 and the French M5;

3. complete naval nuclear disarmament including the  elimination of all strategic nuclear weapons at sea. 

As an initial concrete step WILPF calls on its sections to pressure all non-nuclear coastal countries to take a stand against the nuclearization of the oceans by banning nuclear armed, nuclear and nuclear propelled ships from their territorial waters.

VII. WASTE AND GARBAGE TRANSPORTED TO DEVELOPING COUNTIRES AND TERRITORIES  
WILPF reaffirms the statement of the International Executive Committee, Paris, 1988, opposing the disposal of nuclear and chemical waste in developing countries and areas.

WILPF deplores the present practice and plans for the  future, of developed countries transporting their waste to territories and areas within their jurisdiction and to the developing world, such as plans to put California waste on the Marshall Islands. 

WILPF asks the Japanese Government and all governments not to damp nuclear waste into the Pacific in the future.

WILPF condemns the incineration of US chemical weapons and biological weapons by the US at Johnston Atoll, a process which threatens the peoples of Hawaii, Marshall Islands and other Pacific nations.

WILPF will lobby for legislation requiring nations to  recycle or treat waste they generate within their own countries. This situation is even more serious when toxic and radioactive waste in addition to garbage is disposed of in the developing countries and areas.

This Congress requests that our concerns be made known to the United Nations Environment Program and to the governments of our sections.

VIII. ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN (REGARDING BIOTECHNOLOGY)
First-world countries and their multinationals have immense power and resources to spend upon research which has far-reaching effects. This can be seen already, particularly in relation to food production, energy and pharmaceutical. Genetic and bio-technology are a clear extension of this power. The detrimental effects of this kind of experimentation are not widely known, even among scientists, yet these scientists are prepared to release into the world genetically engineered organisms, for which it is impossible to measure the environmental effects. Some scientists are furthering their research through experimentation upon women especially in third world countries. 

The control over the social and economic basis in these fields is of strategic importance for humankind to survive. Measures to check in an effective way damage to human beings, destruction of the environment, and pillaging of the planet can only be taken on the basis of comprehensive political and economic principles and with a transformation of social consciousness. Women must play a decisive role in this as those concerned, and be critical observers as well as fighters for a radical vision.

This Congress Resolves:

1. To include the subject of genetic and biotechnology in the international action program and to ensure that as far as possible these problems are discussed and analyzed in the sections, and that in this process the related issues are also considered;

2. To cooperate with women and women's groups and organizations that have already dealt with the subject of genetic and biotechnology and to plan and carry out common activities with them;

3. To show the inter-relationship between the destruction of the environment, the exploitation of resources, and the exploitation and oppression of women, and to publish the results in suitable magazines;

4. Instead of appeals after individual catastrophes have occurred to develop WILPF 's own comprehensive policy which anticipates the bases of economic, social, psychological and environmental problems.

IX. IRAN  
Extensive media coverage of the Gulf war has focused public attention on the situation in Iran. The odious human rights violations carried out by the Khomeini regime, as already reported by the UN Human Rights Commission, include widespread torture and execution, especially of political dissidents. According to UN published reports, 14,000 Iranians, one third of them women, have been executed, often without trial. Witnesses attest that the actual number of victims is much higher. Mothers have often been kept in prison with their children, which increases the pressure on the women to give in. Women prisoners have been raped or forced to marry prison staff before execution of virgins. 

In addition to the general suppression of human rights (Press censorship, banning of free speech and rights of assembly, etc.), women suffer in many ways from the current situation. Loss of relatives as a result of the war may also mean loss of the family breadwinner. This affects women profoundly, because they have few opportunities to find even poorly paid work. Furthermore, women workers are not protected by industrial regulations. Moreover, the rights of women have been severely reduced as a result of the extension of Islamic Fundamentalism into every aspect of life. For example, every form of independent democratic women's organization is prohibited.

WILPF has a responsibility to support the securing of human rights and elimination of the death penalty. We therefore, urge the International Congress in Sydney to adopt the following resolutions: 

1. To declare its concern about the situation in Iran, especially the massive recent wave of political executions, to the UN Human Rights Commission.

2. To urge the UN General Secretary, Perez de Quellar to renew his condemnation of human rights violation in Iran, at every possible opportunity and to insist on the implementation of UNO Resolution 598 by the Iranian government.

X. REFUGEES 
This century is a century of the refugees; worldwide are 17-20 million people forced to live as refugees - 75% of them are women and children. People have to leave their homes because of civil war, terror, cruel oppression and torture. People were pursued for political, racial, religious and gender reasons. Hunger poverty and misery force people to escape. People leave European countries because they are hindered to use all their human rights. Centuries of colonial politics have brought political and economical structures, foreign cultures and new borders, ecological crises and catastrophe to the "Third World". We all are responsible for reasons and for the situation of refugees.

We therefore urge the International Congress in Sydney to adopt the following resolution: 

1. To work for the improvement of the global situation of refugees - each section in their country and on all international levels.

2. To bring into public discussion the specific problem of female refugees and demand own women specific reasons for granting asylum.
XI. RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 
It is resolved that all WILPF Sections should press their governments to ensure that the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child is definitely on the Agenda for the next UN General Assembly, that their governments sign the Convention, ratify and implement it.

 The British Section would like to draw Congress' attention to 2 particular parts of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

1. Protection from economic exploitation and slavery:  Children shall have time to rest and play (...) States shall protect the child from economic exploitation and work that may interfere with education or be harmful to health and well-being.  We wish to support the efforts of the Indian government in attempts to release 4 million children from 'slave labour'.

2. Protection from war and military service: No child shall take any part in hostilities; children exposed to armed conflict shall receive special protection.  WILPF wishes to protect children from conscription into the armed forces.

3. Children must be protected from radioactive contamination through all aspects of the nuclear power and armaments industry, including uranium mining and nuclear testing. Where this has already occurred WILPF will lobby for children to receive compensation from the governments responsible.

4. WILPF calls for the release of all children imprisoned for political reasons on South Africa.

XII. LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES AND REGIMES THAT VIOLATE HUMAN RIGHTS
The peoples in Latin America are waging a long struggle against military governments, dictatorships and those "bad", "supposedly" elected democracies that support the weapons and arms race and a permanent violation of human rights. Also these governments are involved in trafficking in narcotics and condone with impunity military, paramilitary and death squad atrocities against the peoples.

1. WILPF calls for the immediate freedom of the political prisoners in Chile and in other Latin American countries. We oppose the intentions of militarizing Costa Rica. We urge compliance with Esquipulas II signed by Central American countries. We commend Nicaragua for respecting Esquipulas II and urge El Salvador and Guatemala to do the same. 

2. WILPF stands in solidarity with all the movements of independence and freedom in Latin America, as well as with the social and political sectors that are trying to end the climate of permanent war. 

3. WILPF will:

—   encourage the people of Latin America, many of them being killed and tortured day by day in the defence of their rights and in the daily struggle for survival; 

—   work for the creation of WILPF sections in all the South American countries to strengthen links of unity and  try to find ways of freedom and justice together; 

—  participate in the next tribunal to be held in Brazil in 1990. The meeting, called by Perez Esquivel (Nobel peace prize recipient) , is organized against the impunity (complicity) of the governments in terrorizing their people.
XIII. FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
(WILPF Statement originally adopted at Sydney 1989, as amended by the International Executive Committee meeting at Lillehammer, Norway, July 1991)

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom reaffirms its belief that a lasting peace in the Middle East can only be achieved through agreements among all parties involved in that conflict. We maintain support for and urge:

1. Recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, including their right to an independent state in the territories occupied by Israel in the June 1967 war;

2. Recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the territorial integrity and security of the State of Israel within borders based on those before the June 1967 war;

3. Negotiation of agreements to implement 1 and 2 above through an international conference on peace in the Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations, in accordance with General Assembly Resolution 38/58/C of December 1983 and with the equal participation of all parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people;

4. That the just solution of all other questions be included in the negotiations of the international conference on the Middle East mentioned under 3;

5. An end to arms transfers by all arms suppliers to all countries in the Middle East, in recognition of the fact that military power cannot lead to a just solution of the conflict in the area;

6. The establishment of the Middle East as a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction"

XIV. STATEMENT ON THE DECLARATION BY THE PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL  
The 24th Congress welcomes the Declaration by the Palestine National Council (PNC) of November 1988 in which it recognizes the relevant UN resolutions supported overwhelmingly by the international community, the right of Israel to exist, and denounces all forms of terrorism, including state terrorism. It calls for the convening of the International Peace Conference under UN auspices, overwhelmingly supported by the international community.
XV. ON THE SITUATION IN THE ARAB TERRITORIES OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL  
The 24th International Congress expresses its utmost shock and grave concern over the reports of the continuous violence against and harassment of the Palestinian populations, including women and children, in the territories occupied by Israel.

Since the beginning of the Intifada, hundreds of civilians, including women, children, and the elderly have been killed or tortured. Tens of thousands, including peace and human rights activists, have been wounded and imprisoned. Hundreds of peace and human rights activists, have been wounded and imprisoned. Hundreds of homes have been blown up and hundreds of families displaced. Many activists have been deported and numerous institutions closed, including charities, media and unions. The closure of universities and colleges had been maintained for the second academic year. Such policies are grave violations of human rights. 

WILPF urges Israel to put an immediate end to these atrocities, terror and violations of human rights and international law against the civilian Palestinian population under it military occupation; to release all political prisoners; to close all in human detention camps such as Ansar III to allow all deportees to return home; to reopen all schools, colleges, universities, unions, charity and media organizations; and to put an end to its policies of collective punishment.

XVI. ON THE ISRAELI PEACE MOVEMENT   
The 24th Congress expressed its respect for and support of the Israeli peace movements for their opposition to the Israeli government's policy of oppression in the occupied territories and for their consistent struggle for a just solution of the Israel/Palestine conflict.

XVII. ON LEBANON  
WILPF supports the Lebanese Committee for peace and Freedom and calls upon all WILPF sections to put pressure on their governments to acknowledge and help the efforts of the Supreme Arab Committee, appointed by the Arab league, to bring forth reconciliation amongst the Lebanese and ensure the withdrawal of Israel which will lead to the withdrawal of other forces. The success of the Supreme Committee will lead to the reconstruction of Lebanon and paves the way to solve any other similar serious problems. 
XVIII. ON IRAN AND IRAQ 
WILPF notes with great satisfaction the fortunate outcome of the UN mediation leading to an agreement to cease hostilities between Iran and Iraq in accordance with Security Council Resolution N0. 598. We urge the immediate release of prisoners from the two countries concerned.

XIX. WORLD ENERGY 
1. 
It is essential that strategies for energy supplies for the 21st century, which will profoundly affect future generations, should be formulated and co-ordinated at the global level.

2. 
A United Nations' Specialized Agency for Energy should be established, charged with: 


i.
promoting massive research into: 



a) "renewable forms of energy"



b) methods of saving energy and improved efficiency



c) new forms of energy based on hydrogen, solar power and fusion;


ii.
organizing the transfer of energy technology from industrialized to developing countries;


iii.
establishing international safety standards and other criteria;


iv.
channeling funds from rich to poor countries to help finance agreed forms   of energy for sustainable development

3.
The Energy Agency should be responsible to an Environment and Development Security Council, to be set up in the United Nations (as recommended recently by the USSR, and by a Summit of 24 national leaders meeting at The Hague), representing all regions of the world, with powers to make and enforce international law, and to undertake or supervise the management of essential resources.

XX. BACKGROUND TO THE WILPF STATEMENT ON ENERGY
The industrial revolution, which has transformed the northern countries of the world in the past 200 years, and is now rapidly spreading to the countries of the south, is based on energy derived from fossil fuels.  The 2 billion people who derive their energy needs from wood are still living largely in the pre-industrial era.

But now, suddenly, the fossil fuel and the wood burning eras are simultaneously ending.  Oil will run out; some estimates indicate that exploitable reserves will only last 30 to 50 years.  Coal reserves are plentiful, but coal burning has suddenly been shown to be potentially catastrophic for the world's climate, since it is a major cause of the warming up "greenhouse effect".  Meanwhile the cutting down of the world's forests is depleting stocks of firewood; and the forests, when replanted must be kept intact because the trees absorb carbon dioxide, the greenhouse gas, and give off oxygen; they prevent soil erosion and floods; and the vegetation of the tropical forests is the home of half the world's genetic species.

The world is therefore posed on the threshold of a new energy era.  And this watershed in the availability of a resource basic to life is occurring just when the world's population is accelerating ever more rapidly,.  It reached 5 billion in 1987.  United Nations' projections indicate that it will double to 10 billion by the year 2050.  The need for energy is escalating just when current resources are foreclosed.

In today's world, energy policy is a matter for national governments.  There is no United Nations' Specialized Agency for Energy, as there are for food, health, labour, industry, etc.  The functions of the 112 member state International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna are limited to the promotion of peaceful nuclear power and the monitoring of its military use in connection with the Nuclear Weapon Non-Proliferation Treaty.  As the Chernobyl crisis revealed, it has not even negotiated internationally acceptable radiation standards.

The options at present in sight for the post fossil fuel wood era are: 

a)
economizing on energy consumption by improved efficiency; this is obviously a matter essentially for the industrialized countries

b)
developing "renewables" - wind, wave, hydro, thermal solar, hydrogen sources of energy

c)
further developing fission nuclear power, which at present provides about 15% of the world's electricity

d) 
there is at present the remote but exciting possibility of solving the world's energy  problems by the development of fusion nuclear energy.

XXI. RESEARCH ON RENEWABLES
Although during the past 15 years or so considerable progress has been made in (a) and (b), much more research is needed.  In the USA the Reagan Administration drastically cut federal funds for research in renewables.

XXII. NUCLEAR POWER
A great question mark hangs over nuclear power.  Should the world now turn massively to this "Faustian" source, which presents hazards of a kind which humanity has never before experienced, or should it decisively reject it as the blandishment of Mephistopheles, and concentrate on building a post-industrial way of life base on "soft" and solar energy?  Opinion is divided.  A number of countries have deliberately renounced nuclear power, in some cases after plebiscites. They include:  Sweden, Switzerland, Austria, Australia, New Zealand, Norway, Ireland, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Luxembourg, the Philippines and China.  Others are determined to go ahead with it.  They include USSR, France, West Germany, Britain and Japan.  In the most industrialized country of all, the USA, where the nuclear power industry is in private hands, no more nuclear power stations have been ordered since 1974, and many orders have been canceled; the industry may be in terminal decline. 

The verdict of the Brundtland Report is unequivocal:  "A low energy future", grounded on conservation of the development of "new and renewable resources" is the only "realistic option open to the world for the 21st century". The conference of high level scientists and policy makers which met in Toronto in may 1988 to discuss the climatic threat did, however, call for the nuclear power option to be "revisited".

XXIII. THE DEADLY CONNECTION
The nations continuing the development of nuclear power include four of the five deploying nuclear weapons. The nuclear chain of mining uranium through to the reprocessing of plutonium and waste disposal, the strategic and political decision-making of nuclear weapons are inextricably bound up with civil nuclear power production.  WILPF campaigns for a renewal of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. Bearing in mind the connections between nuclear weapons and nuclear power production, WILPF looks to alternative sources of energy and not to civil nuclear power production.

XXIV. NEED FOR WORLD ENERGY STRATEGY
No topic calls more urgently and insistently for global action, through appropriate organizations, adequately funded and resourced, based on the right of all human beings to have access to adequate energy supplies to enable them to live in dignity and creativity.

XXV. RESOLUTION ON INDEPENDENCE IN THE PACIFIC  
WILPF supports the struggle for independence in Tahitian Polynesia and West Papua by addressing a demand to the South Pacific Forum in order that they present these nations as candidates to the Decolonization Committee of the United Nations. 

Further WILPF actively supports the struggle of Kanaky (New Caledonia) and East Timor already before the Decolonization Committee. 

Further WILPF actively supports the struggles of the people of Micronesia, particularly the Republic of Belau, to extend the United Nations Trusteeship Agreement which oblige the US government to grant true self-determination. WILPF demands through the UN that the US honor all its obligations under the Trusteeship agreement.

Further WILPF supports actively the self-determination struggles of the indigenous peoples of Australia, Aotearoa (New Zealand), Guam, the US, and Japan. WILPF also urges all sections to press their governments to actively promote this issue. 
XXVI. RESOLUTION ON TAHITIAN EFFORTS TO STOP NUCLEAR TESTING 
WILPF supports the endeavors of wide circles of the Tahitian population to stop the nuclear testing on their region, and commends the newly established Committee on Peace and Development, Te Ra'i Hau committee, in preparing and working for a popular consultation of their people on this subject. 

The Congress requests the Secretary General to follow closely through available channels the development concerning the popular consultation and to take even emergency measures as necessary in order to initiate moral and financial support from sections.    

XXVII. PEACE TAX FUND   
Modern war and structure of an up-to-date defence demand increasing resources.  Indirectly we are made accomplices to the maintaining of the poverty situation in which many of our fellow men live. Resources are used for armament instead of more extensive efforts for the improvement of living conditions both in this country and in other parts of the world.  We experience a conflict of conscience by obeying the laws on this point and at the same time supporting a policy which opposes what we most profoundly consider ethically right.

We therefore ask for a change of legislation, making it possible for the individual citizen to pay the percentage of the taxes which goes to military purposes to a fund for peace building activities of a non-violent character.  The means from this fund might, for instance, be used for:

—
confidence building contacts across the borders and across cultural, ethical and religious dividing 
lines,

—
information work and education, changing attitudes in order to further the respect for other people 
and  for human rights

—
training in non-violent conflict solution,

—
work for the replacement of the military defence by a non-violent defence,

—
work for a just distribution of the resources of the world

There is at present a higher degree of openness between the Great Powers in the East and the West.  The Brundtland report points out the importance of a better relationship between the North and the South.  We wish that all countries in the world could contribute to detente.

The 24th Congress of WILPF, call upon all WILPF sections to press their governments for a change of legislation, making it possible for the individual citizen to pay the percentage of the taxes which goes to military purposes to a fund for peace building activities of a non-violent character and be credited toward their  taxes in their own country. 
XXVIII. CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN  
In many countries of the earth the use of corporal punishment in child-raising and education is still widespread. So far there are few existing studies concerning the actual extent of this practice. In spite of this there is a growing conviction among many people that this use is connected with the acceptance of other forms of violence.

Sections are to work for making national laws against corporal punishment as a method used in child-raising and education.

XXIX. WAR AS A GAME  
In what may be called an education for war, children and young people are influenced by means of toys, computer games and TV and video films. Here, war is glorified and conflicts are solved by violence at a national as well as at an individual level. The computer games and the films create an enemy concept. One may assume that this influence will be particularly strong from certain computer games that will take up to sixty hours to play. Moreover, these games require an active participation from the players, which will promote violence even more.

It is proposed:

— that WILPF inform its national sections of this influence of toys, certain books and comic books, computer games and TV-and video films on children and young people;

— that WILPF in the declaration of its program include that active work against war indoctrination through toys, computer games, TV and video films is an important part of WILPF'S education for peace.

XXX. THE FUTURE OF IRELAND   
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom regards Northern Ireland as one of Britain's last remaining possessions over which it must ultimately relinquish sovereignty. The right of a people to self-determination is recognized by the United Nations in its Charter (article 1, Para. 2) and in subsequent General Assembly resolutions and declarations.

Prior to 1920 and during many centuries of British rule, Ireland was administered as an integral political unit. The establishment of a separate political unit in the North was contrary to the wishes of the great majority of Irish people as expressed in the last all-Ireland election of 1918. The border was an arbitrary creation which suited British convenience at the time, which allowed the imposition of one-party rule in the North, and which resulted in the denial to members of the minority community in Northern Ireland of their basic human rights.

The British Government has signally failed to protect from discrimination at all levels the minority community in Northern Ireland under its jurisdiction. It has significantly failed over the past twenty years to protect the whole population of Northern Ireland from violence and bloodshed. WILPF believes that the only way in which the people of Northern Ireland can achieve a stable, just and peaceful resolution to their urgent problems is for the British government to announce its intention within the lifetime of one government (7 years) to withdraw from Northern Ireland and to create the conditions under which the people of Northern Ireland can decide how they wish to be governed in future. An all-Ireland constitutional conference would be called which would include consideration of the present Constitution in the South. The civil liberties of the whole population would be protected under stringent guarantees. Arms held by extremist groups would be confiscated insofar as possible.

WILPF believes that, under these circumstances, with a program of gradually diminishing subsidies from the British government, the economic base of the island could be preserved and strengthened under whatever new constitutional arrangements emerged.

WILPF wishes in 1989 to re-affirm its support as promised in the 1926 International WILPF 


Congress in Dublin for the right of the Irish people to self-determination. 


The Future of Ireland Group London, May 1989.

"The Future of Ireland Group" was formed by the British Section of WILPF in 1987 to study and monitor events in Ireland in depth to keep WILPF members informed. It includes others as well as WILPF members. They meet from time to time to hear speakers on Ireland; in March 1988 they visited Dublin and Belfast meeting as many different groups and individuals as possible; in July 1988 they arranged a presentation on Ireland at the WILPF meeting in Paris; a conference about the Irish Sea took place in Wales, September 1988; and now the Group have drafted this statement for discussion.

XXXI. DEMILITARISE NAMIBIA  
WILPF has followed with sympathy the long Namibian struggle for peace and freedom from colonial domination and scourge of apartheid. The struggle for liberation has left many wounds. Demilitarization of the country could be a major contribution towards their healing that the world community could  make, considering the particular status of the country in the UN.

A demilitarization of the country will no doubt have a decisive impact on the building of a democratic, free and independent Namibia. The UN should guarantee this through the establishment of a UN force on the border between South Africa and Namibia and between Namibia and Angola.

The struggle for liberation has left many wounds.  Demilitarization of the country could be a major contribution towards their healing which the world community could make, considering the particular status of the country under UN auspices.

XXXII. ENVIRONMENT  
The list of so-called ecological catastrophes includes acid rain, nuclear contamination, a leak in the ozone depletion, the increasing cancer rate and the growing number of environmental refugees (at present some 25 million).

For some time we have been in the situation in which the catastrophic results of traditional technologies has had to be glossed over by ever new technologies.  As long as the basic principle of the prevailing natural science and technology, i.e. exploitation of and domination over nature, is not cracked open and destroyed, this spiral will go on turning while the principle of exploitation of nature, as that of women, will follow the same patriarchal patterns.

It follows that all achievement of "technical progress" rests on the exploitation of and domination over nature.  The industrial use of biological and genetic technologies consolidates the existing relationship of dependence and exploitation.

The very few states and concerns capable of dealing with the immensely high cost of research and possessing the know-how, secure for themselves the control over their prerequisites for life and production; food, natural resources and energy.  Controlling these resources also means controlling the people who do not possess them.

Genetic and bio-technology is a logical extension of present day power politics.  The results of their use with produce an intensified reproduction of existing power relations in society.  Here are only a few examples: the so-called "Green Revolution", the pharmaceutical industry, food exports from hunger countries, annihilation of self-supporting economies, multinational chemical concerns, wheat as a weapon, and monopolistic developments.

If the human race itself is to survive, political steps need to be taken, the environment cannot be considered as reproductable at will, and the areas of research and utilization of biological and genetic technologies cannot be treated as open playgrounds. The control over the social and economic bases in these fields is of strategic importance to international capital. Measures to check in an effective way the destruction of the environment and pillaging of this planet, and to stop it in the long run, are possible if they are tackled on the basis of comprehensive political and economic principles and transformation of social consciousness. Women must play a decisive role in this - as those concerned, and is critical observers as well as fighters for a radical utopia.

Congress is asked to resolve:

(1) 
To include the subject in the international action program and to ensure that as far as possible these problems are discussed and analyzed in the sections, and that in this process the related issues are also considered;

(2) 
To cooperate with women and women's groups and organizations that have already dealt with the subject, and to plan and carry out common activities with them;

(3) To show the interrelationship between the destruction of the environment, the exploitation of resources, and the exploitation and oppression of women, and to publish the results in suitable magazines;

(4) Instead of appeals after individual catastrophes have occurred to develop WILPF's own
distinct political option.

To introduce a statement in the next session of the UN-Commission for the Environment (Brundtland commission) with the intention to make the Commission take up the problem of Biotechnology and Women, and the use of women in the dangerous processes of genetic technology.  The next session on climate problems will take place in the autumn in Hamburg.

III To ask WILPF's International Office to find suitable ways to include into the UN bodies concerned on the subject, and put forward our demand to take into account the women's viewpoint and interests in their analyses and programs

XXXIII. GENETIC ENGINEERING, REPRODUCTION TECHNOLOGIES, HUMAN GENETICS AND POPULATION POLICIES 
"Human dignity is inviolable".  Most developments in natural science however tend towards a dismemberment of men and nature into always smaller components.  In all industrial nations we find large projects which are feverish at work analyzing the genes of of the human hereditary material is being ensured by reproduction medicine which in the last resort reduces women men to make it available in industry and population planning and in social control.

While human genetics today is mainly concerned with the selection and eradication of life allegedly unworthy to exist, genetic engineering is intended to produce the instruments to render possible a correcting interference in the human gene. In addition, the disposability and men to donors of ovum and sperm.  By transferring insemination into a receptacle, the parents lose any chance of control.

Human genetics works in its various sectors to register the human genes, to define the individual gene as "good" or "bad", to apply such definition in order to select people, e.g. by the screening of work applicants, and eugenics in pre-natal diagnosis (see National Socialist Program).

It is not by accident that up to now it has been mostly women who have offered resistance to the new technologies in their various forms. Even though they have not been explicitly named by the planners, women are in most fields exclusively concerned.

Women are the objects in the whole field of pre-natal diagnosis, they have to submit to the results of human genetic examination and in-vitro fertilization. Women supply the uteruses for surrogate motherhood and the ovaries for the production of embryos for embryonic research.  

Women are the objects of the programs for population planning which have at first sight humane goals, but which aim at the comprehensive organization of human societies according to the criteria of efficiency and utilisability.

Self-determination, human dignity and the elemental right of life is taken from women.  But this also means that scientists, medical men, social planners, economic strategists and political leaders are dependent on the readiness of women to participate or at least to keep quiet.

This development has just such an explosive effect as has the development of new weapon technologies.  Men and nature are endangered in their basic existence in a way never known before.

Congress is asked to resolve:

-  that WILPF declare its opposition in principle to the development, application and justification of genetics and reproduction technologies and advocates their prohibition and abolition;

-  that WILPF also rejects all national and international programs of population planning and human genetics when they are based on these technologies;

-  WILPF  SHOULD DEVELOP CONCRETE WAYS OF ACTION  against the new technologies and cooperate in this with women groups and organizations which have already critically engaged in the issues of genetic and reproduction technologies and have offered resistance to them in public (e.g. Feminist International Network of Resistance against Reproduction and Genetic Technologies FINRRAGE, Groningen, The Netherlands, founded 1984)

-  WILPF turns against criminalizing women and women's groups that advocate unequivocal challenging points of view to genetic and reproduction technologies.

Congress is asked to resolve:

-  that the officers and the International Office in Geneva present this subject to the commissions and bodies on international and intercontinental levels and ask the sections to do the same on national levels, in order to press for the abolition and proscription of genetic engineering and reproduction technologies and their effects - or at least for a comprehensive control with the participation of critical women.

XXXIV. RESOLUTION TO THE UN REGARDING THE STATUS OF WOMEN  
WILPF sections are asked to write to their governments requesting that action be taken within the appropriate United Nations Committee to:

— require the implementation of monitoring systems of the united Nations activities for their impact on women. This audit should include not only the programs specifically directed to and for women, but also the impact on women , but  also the impact on women of all ongoing activities of the United Nations and its agencies;

— to develop appropriate performance indicators so that public reporting of the United Nations and its agencies shall be mandatory on an annual basis.

We further urge WILPF sections to initiate cooperation with other women's groups within their own countries to increase the awareness of their governments for the need to support and act on this issue.  

IEC COSTA RICA, 1990
FOR A PEACEFUL AND JUST SOLUTION OF THE ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

a) Give special help to the Palestinian section so that it can serve Palestinian communities, such as, providing assistance to the injured, detained, imprisoned, the homeless, those facing deportation.

b) Give special support to the Palestinian people –– to those injured, detained, imprisoned facing deportation, house arrest and those suffering under occupation; this can be in the form of material assistance, channelled through the WILPF section in the Occupied Territories known widely to prod the conscience of the decision makers.

c) Assist the Israeli and Palestinian Sections in whatever way possible to enable them to carry our joint activities, and extend solidarity in concrete forms to all those struggling for justice and peace in the region;"twinning" branches in the "North" with branches in the Occupied Territories and in Israel could be one way to achieving this. 

d) Assist in establishing Jewish/Arab Kindergartens in the refugee camps in the Occupied Territories.

e) Facilitate and sponsor speaking tours in the US, Canada and Western European countries for Israeli and Palestinian members teams. 

f) Keep the WILPF membership better informed of developments in the Middle East through workshops, seminars and publications, and encourage sections to join in specific actions that support the peace efforts in the Middle East. 

g) Devise strategies for effectively lobbying governments and the  European Economic Community for the convening of an international peace conference on the Middle East. 

h) Consider the kinds of pressure that governments could exert on the Government of Israel to enter into negotiations with the PLO for a peaceful and just settlement of the conflict. For example, with holding aid to Israel, or at least that portion of aid that is used to maintain the occupation.

i) Press governments to request the UN Secretary-General to name a permanent, personal representative to monitor the developments in the Middle East and to actively promote the peace process. 

j) Lobby governments for more generous contributions to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to enable it to carry out its educational and health work for the Palestine refugees.

k) Send delegations to the Occupied Territories in solidarity with the Palestinians in order to obtain and disseminate first hand information about the situation and make this information known.

l) Give support to the Israeli Section and the peace movement generally to maintain and strengthen their efforts to achieving a just peace. 

m) Help the Israeli Section in making known the situation of the Israeli women who are being tried and imprisoned under the law that prohibits Israelis to speak with PLO members. 

n) Join the NGO networks of the regional coordinating committees on the question of Palestine. Committees exist in Europe, North and South America, Asia and Africa.

IEC LILLEHAMMER, 1991
I. US BASES IN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE DEBT CRISIS 
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is aware that:

1. The US and Philippine governments today are in the process of negotiating a new treaty that will extend the stay of US military facilities, notably the Subic Naval Base and Clark Air Base, in the Philippines until the next century. 

2. The on-going talks are in line with the provision in the 1987 Philippine  Constitution prohibiting the presence of foreign troops in the country beyond 16 September, 1991 when the 1947 R.P.-US Military Bases agreement expires and no new treaty has been signed by the Philippine Executive and ratified by the Senate; and , 

3. The need for compensation to ease the Philippine debt burden of close to 30 billion US dollars has been cited by the Aquino government as a major reason for a new treaty; 

and recognizes that:

1. The said constitutional provision and another which ban the presence of nuclear arms in Philippine territory were won by the Filipino people when they  ousted the government of Ferdinand Marcos and are a step towards the development of the Asia-Pacific peace and nuclear- free zone; and. 

2. No amount of compensation for the US basis can take the place of adopting an alternative debt strategy to solve the country's crisis. 

As such, we therefore: 

1. Call on the Philippine Government to abide by the spirit of the above constitutional provisions and to terminate the presence of the US bases, there by contributing to global peace and demilitarization. particularly in the Asia-Pacific region; 

2. Support the members of the Philippine Senate, the body mandated to ratify a new R.P. - US military based agreement, who have taken a stand for the non extension of the based stay;

3. Strongly urge that, instead of compromising the people's sovereign will, the Aquino government ease.

Suggested Actions:

1. Write letters to President Corazon Aquino and the Philippine Senate, urging them to terminate the stay of the bases and to declare a debt moratorium. 

2. Write and lobby vis-à-vis their governments on the issues of the US bases and the debt crisis, urging them to uphold the economic and political sovereignty of the Filipino people. 

3. Support protest actions of the Philippine movement through a media campaign, information exchange and, if possible, coordinated actions.

II. A "PEOPLE'S TEST BAN TREATY" 
The undersigned NGOs met in Geneva 13 and 14 November 1989 to consider activities to promote the conclusion of a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. They reached the following conclusions:

1. The complete and universal cessation of nuclear testing is of critical importance for the future of disarmament and for the survival of humanity. As the Secretary General of the United Nations conclude, a comprehensive nuclear test ban is regarded as the first and most urgent step towards the cessation of the nuclear arms race and in particular, of its qualitative aspects.

2. Despite an improved international atmosphere and support from world public opinion, there is no progress in the negotiations on a CTBT. The '80s were not marked by any substantial achievements in limiting nuclear explosions.

3. The time has come for peoples all over the world to take the initiative to elaborate and  conclude a "People's Test Ban Treaty" and to press governments to speed up negotiations for the conclusion of a Comprehensive Nuclear test Ban.  

4. The text of the People's Treaty, and the text of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban treaty  for governments, should be prepared by NGOs in consultation with experts. The final texts of these documents would be adopted at a meeting with the broadest participation of NGOs and movements. An international campaign in support of the People's Treaty, would be submitted to the parliaments and every possible pressure should be exerted on the governments to sign the draft. An appeal will be addressed to all nuclear  powers for an immediate moratorium on nuclear tests. 

5. The NGOs, initiators of this proposal, as well as any other NGOs and movements ready to support the initiative,would delegate scientific,legal or other  experts to participate in the work of the group with the mandate to elaborate the above mentioned documents should be ready for adoption by May 1990.

signed by:
 

–  Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity  Organization 

–  International Association of Democratic Lawyers

– International Youth and Student Movement for the    United Nations

–  Women's International Democratic Federation

–  Women's International League for Peace and Freedom

–  World Conference on Religion and Peace

–  World Federation of Democratic Youth

–  World Federation of United Nations Associations 

–  World Peace Council
III. CUBA 
To be sent to sections for action:
Recognizing the principles of respect of self-determination of peoples; in the knowledge that Cuba is undergoing an economic boycott which has lasted over 20 years, the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom requests that the economic boycott of Cuba be lifted. 

Taking into account that the vulnerable groups in each country are children, the elderly and women; and that they are the ones who suffer most from these measures; we present this request for the end of the embargo and normalization of relations between USA and Cuba. 

(copies to be sent to UN Secretary General and to sections for their action) 
IV. GULF AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

Call for the Immediate Lifting of the Embargo

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom considers that it is not by the victor punishing the vanquished that lasting peace can be established. WILPF is horrified that the embargo against Iraq remains in place although Iraq's occupation of Kuwait was ended more than five months ago. 

Recalling the United Nations Inter-Agency report of 20 March 1991 which states that the conflict "has wrought near apocalyptic results" in Iraq, and subsequent reports describing the deaths of tens of thousands of Iraqi children, we call on the United Nations Security Council to immediately lift the embargo against Iraq so that the country can import urgently needed food and medical supplies. as well as materials and equipment for reconstruction. 

We again call on the United Nations and all other international organizations to relieve the suffering of all victims of the war by; 

––  sending medical supplies

––  sending food

––  giving technological assistance in securing clean water

–– providing assistance in the recovery of agriculture and in repairing ecological  damage.

The distribution of supplies should be carried out without discrimination.

We oppose the severe conditions concerning the reparation payments by Iraq for damages caused by the war.

We urge the UN and all concerned countries to totally halt the transfer of arms, war-related materials and technology to all the countries in the Gulf and Middle East regions. We call for the establishment of a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction, leading to disarmament in the region. 

V. PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom fully supports the Final Document adopted by the Women's Geneva Conference for Israeli-Palestinian Peace (held 13-15 May 1991).

We call on governments to exert pressure on the Government of Israel to enter into negotiations with the PLO for a peaceful settlement of the conflict by withholding aid used by Israel to maintain its occupation of Palestinian lands taken in the June 1967 war.

We stress the urgency of finding a solution to the conflict in order to avoid such devastation as was caused by missile and bombing attacks on civilian populations of Iraq, Israel and Lebanon, the on-going suffering of the Palestinian people under occupation, and the terrible catastrophe that would be cause by a future war. 

VI. FRENCH POLYNESIA 

The Women's International  League for Peace and Freedom calls on the United Nations Members States to urge France to grant independence to French Polynesia and New Caledonia, the only remaining French colonies in the Pacific, in accordance with resolution 1514  of 14 December 1960.(To UN Member States and the UN Secretary General)

VII. OLYMPICS FOR PEACE 

In ancient times, all hostilities ceased during the time of the Games so that the athletes could pass to and from the Games safely.

Meeting in Lillehammer, Norway, the site of the 1994 Winter Olympic, the Women's International league for Peace and Freedom urges that this tradition be observed again, and that the Olympic Games as of that year become known as the 'Olympic for Peace".

(to be sent in the form of a letter to the President of the International Olympic Committee, and to sections for transmittal to their governments)

25TH CONGRESS, ST. CRUZ, 1992
FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
(Statement adopted in 1975; last revised in 1991)

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom reaffirms its belief that a lasting peace in the Middle East can only be achieved through agreements among all parties involved in that conflict.  We maintain support for an urge:

1.  Recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, including their right to an independent state in the territories occupied by Israel in the June 1967 war;

2.  Recognition by all parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict of the territorial integrity and security of the State of Israel within the borders based on those before the June 1967 war;

3.  Negotiation of agreements to implement 1 and 2 above through an international conference on peace in the Middle East under the auspices of the united Nations, in accordance with General Assembly Resolution 38/58/C of December 1983 and with the equal participation of all parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people;

4.  That the just solution of all other questions be included in the negotiations of the international conference on the Middle East mentioned under 3;

5.  An end to arms transfers by all arms suppliers to all countries in the Middle East;

6.  The establishment of the Middle East as a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction.

I. ISRAEL-PALESTINE
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom,

Concerned:

A.  That lack of progress in on-going negotiation on any substantive issues in the Palestinian/Israeli conflict is leading to frustration, hopelessness and to greatly increased violence from all parties.  Examples of this are: increased repression of Palestinians, including the enactment of a new policy that allows opening fire on Palestinians without warning and without criminal responsibility (known as the law of punitive measures); the bombing by Israel of refugee camps in Lebanon; the assassination of Sheik Abbas Musawai and his family; Israel’s arrest of two members of the Palestinian negotiating tea’ and an increase in armed confrontation and attacks on soldiers and civilians in Israel.

B.  That Israel continues to build and enlarge settlements in the Occupied Territories (West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza) at an alarming rate.  WILPF condemns the Israeli settlement policy because it is a violation of international conventions and is an obstacle to the peace process.

C.  That in the 23 months since Iraq invaded Kuwait the arms trade to the Middle East has grown enormously.  The US alone, in that period has sold $19 billion worth in arms, $6 billion since Bush’s ‘Middle East arms control initiative’.  Most have gone to Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.  

D.  That Iraqis, Palestinians, and other Middle Eastern people are still suffering the effects of the Gulf War, and coping with hunger, economic crisis and social dislocation.

Agrees:

A. To urge governments to support negotiations on substantive issues, including the right of self-determination, the establishment of an independent Palestinian State on the pre-1967 borders, and the banning of all weapons of mass destruction, as the current Arab-Israeli peace talks.

B.    To declare our commitment to peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of UN Security Council resolution 242 and 338 (‘Territories for Peace’) – to states, Israel and Palestine, co-existing peacefully within secure and recognized boundaries.

C.  To reiterate its support of Israelis and Palestinians who are continuously working for a peaceful and just resolution of the conflict by:

1.  Calling especially for support of WILPF’s own Middle East sections, through solidarity actions material assistance, to encourage the two sections to keep all WILPF members informed of their work and of the support they require.  (See background paper below).  

2.  Co-operating with Israeli peace movements to put a stop to settlements in the Occupied Territories.  The US section in particular to work for a freeze on Israeli settlements using foreign aid as a lever for change in policy, including demanding compliance with U.S. law which forbids aid to countries that are in violation of human rights conventions;

3.  Supporting the international campaign of the women’s peace movement to reunify Palestinian families in accordance with Article 74 of Protocol 1 of the 1997 addendum to the Fourth Geneva Convention which states: “The Parties to the conflict shall facilitate in every way possible the reunion of families dispersed as a result of armed conflicts.”

4.  Supporting cooperative efforts such as the Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information (IPCRI) where Palestinians and Israelis are seeking innovative and practical solutions and creating models on issues such as economic development, water resources and energy towards the infrastructure of an independent Palestinian State.

5.  Supporting activities of both Palestinian and Israeli human rights centers.

D.  To press for involvement of the United Nations at all appropriate levels to encourage and strengthen the negotiation.

E.  In view of the increased occurrence of violations of human rights against the Palestinians in the Occupied Territories (see to WILPF document presented to the UN Commission on Human Rights, Jan. 30, 1992), to call for United Nations protection for the Palestinians in the Occupied Territories, for example, through the creation of multinational United Nations peace tams to be stationed in the Occupied Territories; and to call for the convening of a conference on the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention to examine reported Israeli violations in the Occupied Territories and to recommend measures to bring about a change in Israeli policy. Such measures might eventually include economic pressures, sanctions and the withholding of foreign aid.

F.  To urge governments to press Israel to sign the Geneva Conventions, and the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

G.  To urge US and other nations to permit Palestinians fleeing from Kuwait and Jews leaving the former Soviet Union, to immigrate to the US, Europe and other countries, and to urge Israel to permit those Palestinians who wish to do so, to return to the Occupied Territories.

H.  To urge that our governments investigate and take appropriate measures against reported human rights violations against peoples in Syria, Iraq, Kuwait and other Middle Eastern nations. He human rights of all people in these countries should be safeguarded regardless of nationality, ethnicity, religion, race of colour.  Measures would include economic pressure and strong diplomatic messages to the respective governments.

I.  To call for a total embargo on the sale and supply of armaments and spare parts to the whole of the Middle East, so that nations of the region can devote their resources to peaceful and constructive cooperation for the welfare and security of all people of the region.  Security for the Middle East demands putting an end to all arms build-ups, the renunciation of all military intervention, and acceleration of the process of disarmament in highly armed countries.

II. LEBANON
In view of the sufferings of the Lebanese civilians in the south of Lebanon, the effects of which are catastrophic for the whole of Lebanon economically, socially, and politically, leading to a feeling of insecurity,

1.  The 25th International Congress of WILPF urges all sections, especially the US, UK and French sections *, to put pressure on their respective governments for the implementation of resolution 425 of the Security Council,

2.  Urges that our government put great pressure on Israel to stop its inhuman attacks and invasion of the skies of Lebanon and bombing its civilians by air, sea and land, taking appropriate measures against Israel, including economic pressure, prevention of all kinds of aid and strong diplomatic messages.

3.  Urges sections to write to their Members of Congress, Parliament members and/or members of any other legislative bodies and to organize rallies, protests and any other means of pressure for the implementation of points 1 and 2 above. 

(*The countries mentioned are permanent members of the Security Council.)

III. BACKGROUND PAPER
FROM THE PALESTINIAN SECTION:
(i) Support for Palestinian initiatives in the peace process

(ii) Support for the right of Palestinians in the diaspora to return o their homeland.

(iii) Support and aid to the Palestine Section towards sustaining their work and projects; research projects in the refugee camps and salient aspects of Palestinian life that have been disturbed and distorted as a result of the Israeli military occupation; relief work in the refugee camp with those injured and handicapped in the Intifada.

(iv) Give more attention to the work of the Palestine section due to the extraordinary circumstances and special difficulties under which it works.  During the Gulf war, WILPF Palestine continued to work under the most enormous pressure and difficulties such as curfews that lasted the duration of the war.  With a few exceptions, the section received very little support from other WILPF sections.

From the Israeli Section:

(i) Publicise and support the sections’ peace and human rights activities; stress the slogan, “Two States – Palestine alongside Israel’; support our recommendations to nominate the humanist peace fighter Abie Nathan for the Nobel Peace Prize; carry out solidarity actions like Women in Black vigils’ help with material support, i.e. money for publications, tickets for Jewish-Arab delegations for travel abroad, etc.

(ii) Urge WILPF members participating in international conferences not to discriminate, and in relevant cases, condemn attacks on innocent Israeli citizens, same as on other nations’ citizens.

(iii) WILPF Israel has lost several members after the war in the Gulf, because they could not overcome their feelings after the emergency conference in Geneva (2-3 February 1991), at which WILPFs delegates did not support the resolution which called for an unconditional stop to the devastating bombardments of Baghdad, but not the immediate stop to the Iraqi missile bombardment of Israel’s citizens.

(iv) Note that our section members continue their vigils of ‘Women in Black’ (demanding: stop the occupation!) in spite of the bombs, the threats of gas bombs and the hostile reactions of many people.  Our members were busy also with carrying bread and milk to the Palestinians under curfew in the Occupied Territories.  Some member’s houses were hit by missiles.

(v) WILPF Israel urges sisters for more encouragement in order to strengthen our work for peace.

From the Lebanese Section:

(i) Support the efforts for just, real and everlasting peace made by the Lebanese and Palestinian delegation to the pace talks.

(ii) Work for the nomination of Dr. Hanan Ashrawi for the Nobel Peace Prize.

(iii) Support the Lebanese Section financially to enable it to stress the spirit of WILPF and its efforts for peace especially with regard to the Israel/Arab conflict through publications and travel.

IV. THE KURDS
The Gulf War brought renewed awareness of the urgent need for a global solution of all conflicts in the Middle East. Since the end of the war, a peace conference between Israel and the Arab States, including the Palestinians, has been launched. On the other hand, the Kurdish question is not formally on the agenda.  There can be no solution to peace in the Middle East unless all concerned parties are involved in the negotiations and reach a settlement of this question.

The international community has to work for the implementation of the human rights of the Kurdish people in accordance with the UN Charter, specifically concerning

The right to life

The elimination of all forms of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment

The right to fair and public trial

The right to respect for private and family life

Freedom of expression

Freedom of movement/residence/from arbitrary arrest and exile

The right to take part in public affairs, equal access to public service

The right to one’s own cultural life; e.g. Language rights, teaching of history and culture.

V. IRAQ
Continued non-military sanctions are resulting in shortages of food and medicines and causing widespread disease and malnutrition in Iraq; sewage systems, power plants and other facilities destroyed in the war cannot be replaced because of lack of spare parts.

Economic sanctions are still enforced by the UN, preventing Iraqis from importing the food and medicine they need to live, and the spare parts and machinery needed to adequately repair installations necessary to the survival of the population. Prices of basic necessities, such as infant formula and cooking oil have risen far beyond the means of most Iraqis. Governments’ rations cover only a small percentage of a family’s needs and average earnings have fallen to less than 7% of pre-crisis levels.  Almost 1 million Iraqi children are suffering from malnutrition. The infant mortality rate has risen about 300%.  Iraqi children continue to die at the rate of 500-1000 daily.

The incidence of typhoid, hepatitis, meningitis, and gastroenteritis has become epidemic.  Hospitals lack medicine, vaccines, and anesthesia, and cannot treaty curable diseases.  International relief workers and medical experts have called Iraq a “public health catastrophe”, a country “on the verge of famine”.

The Iraqis have agreed to several formulas for selling oil, with UN monitoring.  All that which has been agreeable to the Iraqis has been vetoed by the US, UK, or France.  The option offered to Iraq, comparable to the only option offered for withdrawal from Kuwait before the war is one without dignity and fails to assure the level of resources needed.

US citizen cannot determine the policy of the Iraqi government, by they can influence the policies of their own government, and it is the US government that is the force behind the maintaining of UN sanctions against Iraq.

WILPF urges that:

A.  The people of Iraq not be held hostage for the political purposes of the US, the UK, or any other governments.

B.  Concerned individuals and organizations contact their parliaments, congress people, heads of states and the UN Secretary-General urging them to support the lifting of humanitarian sanctions against Iraq so that it may begin to restore its hospitals, homes, schools and its civilian infrastructure and meet its humanitarian needs.  

VI. THE GULF WAR AND INTERNATIONAL LAW
Before, during and after the Gulf War, there were and continue to be serious violations of international law.

There are legal and binding international instruments regarding war under which the parties to them are accountable for their actions. These include the Charter of the Nuremburg tribunal, the Geneva and Hague Conventions and Protocols, and also the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the International Conventions on Civil and Political, and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

These instruments contain prohibitions against inflicting harm on civilian populations, prohibitions against acts or threats of violence against civilian populations, against starvation of civilians as a method of warfare, against attacking or destroying installations indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, against attacking installations which have the potential of releasing dangerous substance into the environment, against means of warfare which may cause damage to the natural environment and thereby prejudice the health or survival of the population, and against he use of excessive force.

In addition, there are international laws regarding the protection and basic rights of specific populations.  These are stated in the 1974 General Assembly Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflicts and the 1990 Declaration of the World Summit on Children.

WILPF is concerned that the US and ‘allied’ forces have violated all of the above stated prohibitions in the bombing of Iraq.  If we hold Iraq accountable for its invitation of Kuwait, the new must also hold the US accountable for its invasion of Panama and Grenada, and for violations of international law in Child, Nicaragua, Angola and other parts of the world.

If we oppose the use of force against a sovereign people, and if we condemn Iraq for the invitation of Kuwait, if we support UN security Council resolutions, and if we oppose occupation, then the same standards should be held to the Israeli occupation of Palestine and Lebanon, its defiance of SC Res. No. 2423 (1967) and SC Res. No. 338 (1973) and its violations of human rights and the Geneva and Hague Conventions.  The Israeli government has consistently defied Security Council resolutions, yet continues to receive billions of dollars of US aid every year.

WILPF urges Individuals and organizations to press for:

A.  Accountability for the actions of US and allied forces during the Gulf War with regard to violations of international law;

B.  Recognition that to continue humanitarian sanctions against Iraq is a violation of the 1974 General Assembly Declaration and the Declaration of the World Summit on Children;

C. The health and survival of Iraqi children not to be linked to the behaviour of its government;

D. The application of a single standard of international law.

VII. THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE GULF WAR
The UN sanctioned Gulf War, precipitated by the U.S. Government, will set a precedent for governments to use the UN for their own political means, threatening an already unstable world peace, and enabling the U.S. military to become the police enforcers of the world, within the UN framework, while bypassing the UN Charter and the purpose for which the UN was originally established.

WILPF urges that:

A study be done to critically review the Gulf War and the conduct and role of the United Nations and the United States in that war, and to educate, inform and mobilize citizens, organizations and governments in support of the United Nations Charter and international laws.

The United Nations

We affirm our support of the United Nations and its institutions as an essential pillar in the construction of world peace.

To maintain the people’s trust in the United Nations and prevent the undermining of its very essence – multilateral approaches to the resolution of global problems based on equality and in mutual interest of nations – it is essential that all provisions of the Charter be strictly adhered to.  We consider the Security Council’s selective enforcement of resolutions as a violation of the Charter and a danger to the existence of the United Nations.

We denounce the pressures often put by certain powerful states on the smaller and poor countries in an effort to eliminate their independent voices in the United Nations, particularly in the Security Council.

We call for a thorough scrutiny of the Charter with a view to developing and strengthening certain of its provisions that would make the Security Council accountable to the General Assembly for its decisions and actions.

In the longer term, we call for changes in the Charter that would provide for a more democratic structure of the Security Council, such as an increase in its numbers on the basis of equality and regional representativity and the abolition of the ‘permanent’ membership.

Sanctions and Embargos

United Nations imposed sanctions and embargos against Iraq, Libya and South Africa, and the long-lasting blockade inflicted on Cuba and Vietnam by the US Government, call for clarity and understanding of WILPF’s positions in this regard.

WILPF supports sanctions and embargoes imposed by the UN Security Council in case of aggression of one state against another, and after mediation under Chapter VI fails.  Such sanctions and embargoes must be in accordance also with international human rights and humanitarian conventions and agreements, that is, sanctions and embargoes can under no circumstances include food and medicines, medical supplies and equipment.

WILPF supports sanctions against countries that are in gross violation of international human rights instruments and the spirit of the Charter, as in the case of South Africa with its institutional racist policy of apartheid.

1.  WILPF opposes and calls for the immediate end to the embargo against Iraq.  The continuation of the embargo is in violation of the Charter and the Security Council’s resolution which imposed the embargo in the first place.  The embargo on food and medicines and medical supplies was all along, and continues to be, a violation of international humanitarian conventions.  It brings untold suffering and deaths to the Iraqi people, particularly the children.

2.  WILPF opposes and calls for the immediate end to the threats by the US, UK and France, and the UN imposed embargo against Libya.  The embargo is imposed against Libya because of its refusal to extradite two of its citizens to a foreign country which alleges them of having committed a crime.  The embargo is in violation of the UN Charter.

3.  WILPF opposes and calls for the immediate end of the blockade against Cuba, imposed for many years by the US Government, in order to destabilize the country with a view to destroying its economic and social system.  This is in violation of international human rights conventions and the UN Charter.

4.  WILPF opposes and calls for the immediate end of the embargo against Vietnam imposed by the US Government for more than 15 years.

5.  WILPF calls for the continuation of sanctions against South Africa until the apartheid system is totally dismantled and all the people of South Africa enjoy equal rights in all respects.

VIII. RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
WILPF supports the basic demands of the world’s indigenous peoples – these are for human rights, land, and the environment.  We subscribe to the perspective that Mother Earth is being violated in an exploitative, destructive, non-ecological manner.  We respect the desire of the indigenous people to maintain their cultural traditions.  We oppose the economic and cultural system that marginalizes indigenous peoples – especially women. We decry the racism inherent in these practices. 

WILPF supports:

1.  The objectives of the indigenous consultation held in 1992 in Brazil;

2.  The 1993 International year of the Worlds’ Indigenous People;

3.  The programme of opposition to the effects of 500 years of invasions of the Americas;

4.  The indigenous people’s right to self-determination;

5.  The objectives of the People’s Movement for a Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific.

IX. CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION
WILPF calls for the early conclusion of the convention banning the production, use and stockpiling of chemical weapons and hopes that once signed it will quickly come into force.

There is a necessity to counteract moves by major military powers to capitalize on the publicity given to their claim of success in this area, and make the public aware of the inherent dangers of this claim.  WILPF affirms that chemical weapons are only a small part of the large arsenals of weapons existing today. Without a serious disarmament effort regarding all other kinds of weaponry the chemical weapons convention will have a limited effect on the ongoing militarization.

Justice for the Bolivian People

With its sisters of LIMPAL Bolivia, WILPF denounces the delay in the sentencing of the former military dictator Luiz Garcia Meza, author of atrocious crimes against he Bolivian people while in power in 1980-1981.

WILPF expresses its solidarity with the Bolivian “Comite Impulsor del Juicio de Responsabilidades” which is struggling to terminate the trial and to speed up the sentencing of Luiz Garcia Meza and his collaborators. 
IEC SWITZERLAND,1993
I. ATTACK ON LEBANON
WILPF condemns the Israeli government’s decision to launch an all out military attack in Lebanon, declaring openly and cynically that it was using a ruthless, cruel transfer of hundreds of thousands of people – children, women, elderly, whole families- - as a political weapon “to put pressure on the Lebanese and Syrian governments so that they press Hisbulla to stop their rocket attacks on Israeli civilian settlements in the north of Israel”.  This criminal attack on innocent civilians, totally destroying 75 villages, killing and wounding hundreds of people, has caused tremendous suffering.

The present situation stems directly from the unwillingness of the Israeli government to completely withdraw from Lebanon, from the determination to hold on to the so-called security belt in south Lebanon – an occupied territory in all but name.

Israeli rule in south Lebanon does not ensure security for the Israeli inhabitants on its northern border.  On the contrary, it has made and will make them the target of new attacks which we oppose.

Peace between Lebanon and Israel will be achieved only by ending Israel’s military occupation and other involvement in Lebanon, taking the soldiers home and at the same time intensifying the peace talks.  Only peace is the true security for both people.

We call for the immediate withdrawal of Israel from the south of Lebanon through implementation of Security Council resolution 425

We further call for the return of the Lebanese people to their homes and guarantees for their safety.

Israel must respect the integrity and sovereignty of Lebanon and must cease all interference in its internal affairs, and respect the relevant UN resolutions on this matter.

Palestine and Israel

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) strongly condemns the continued acts of violence which the Israeli government is carrying out against the Palestinian people in the Occupied Territory.  The violations of human rights and of international law stand in the way of achieving a just and durable peace in the region.

Peace, justice and equality cannot be achieved without recognizing the Palestine right to self-determination, including their right to establish an independent state alongside Israel.

The Palestinians forcefully expelled in December 1992 remain stranded in Marj-al-Zuhur, and many suffer from ill health.

Since 30 March 1993 Israel has sealed off the West bank and Gaza Strip from East Jerusalem and Israel, causing the Palestinian people devastating economic hardship and social deprivation.


The expansion of existing settlements, and the installation of new ones continues.

WILPF condemns the daily killings of Palestinians and the killing of innocent Israeli civilians all of whom we consider victims of the inhuman occupation.

WILPF in its continued search for peace and freedom in the region and within the framework of Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 urges that:

Israel withdraw its occupation forces to the pre-1967 borders;

Israel cease all new settlement activity which are in violation of Article 2(4) of the UN Charter and the Fourth Geneva Convention;

Israel lift the closure imposed on 30 March 1993, sealing off the West Ban and Gaza Strip from East Jerusalem and Israel, and putting the entire Palestinian Community into one enormous collective prison;

Israel adhere to Security Council resolution 799, by immediately returning the Palestinians expelled in December 1992 in violation of Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention

Israel return all other deportees, and put an end to the policies of deportation and separation of families;

Israel recognise the PLO as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and conduct direct talks with its representatives, including within the framework of the Middle East Peace Talks.

Meeting these demands will help advance the peace talks and achieve peace and security for Israel and Palestine.

IEC JAPAN, 1994
I. EXTENSION OF THE TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (NPT)
In April 1995, the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons will meet in New York to evaluate the effectiveness of the Treaty and decide on its future.

In view of the highly discriminatory character of the Treaty, setting a double standard between nuclear and non-nuclear states, and the urgent need to eliminate all nuclear weapons,  the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges that the Treaty be extended by no more than five years on the condition that it be revised to remove the discriminatory aspects while at the same time genuine negotiations should be carried out for the elimination of nuclear weapons.

We call for the conclusion of an international convention to ban the development, production and stockpiling, and the elimination of all existing nuclear arsenals in preparation of entering into a nuclear-free twenty-first century.

Verification measures of the convention should include the safety regime and other relevant provisions now contained in the NPT.

II. THE NPT AND THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF KOREA
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom deplores the DPRK's decision to withdraw from the NPT because it is not in the interest of any country or the world's peoples for states to break loose from the NPT.

We further believe that nuclear weapons proliferation, both horizontal and vertical, is a great danger to world security and must be stopped.

We call on the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to observe strict objectivity in enforcing the safety regime under Article IV of the NPT. We further call on the IAEA and the United Nations to honour the "Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula between South and North Korea to resolve the nuclear issues. The Joint Declaration prohibits the testing, production, deployment and use of nuclear weapons in Korea.

We consider that the US does not have the right to threaten a small country because it refuses to accept the imposition of discriminatory policies and insists on its right to decide for itself.

In order to defuse the current crisis, we call on the US and North Korea to continue their talks with the aim of finding long-term solutions to the objective implementation of the provisions of the NPT.

We further call on the U.S., Japan and South Korea to renounce permanently all joint military exercises and in particular "Team Spirit".

We urge the US to submit its military bases in South Korea to IAEA inspection as is asked of North Korea.

III. ARMS TRADE AND DISARMAMENT
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom reaffirms its commitment to work for the achievement of total and universal disarmament beginning with nuclear disarmament.

We welcome the agreements on the reduction of certain categories of nuclear weapons but are concerned by the lack of progress toward genuine disarmament. We call on all governments to take the necessary decisions to implement the relevant UN decisions, in particular the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the UN General Assembly devoted to Disarmament, and the decisions of all subsequent special UN General Assembly sessions on disarmament.  We call on the members of the Conference on Disarmament to speedily conclude a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and an International Convention on banning nuclear weapons.

While we welcome the reduction in military budgets, we are deeply concerned over the continuous development of ever more sophisticated weapons. We are also deeply concerned by the continuing production of weapons, a large part of which is sold to Two-Thirds Countries whose people live in poverty and misery.

We call on world public opinion to press all governments to cease the production and sales of armaments and move toward total and universal disarmament.

IV. BLOCKADE AGAINST CUBA
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom re-affirms its total opposition to the US blockade against Cuba. It affirms the right of the Cuban people to self-determination and to live peacefully among the community of nations.

We call on the United States of America to end its blockade against Cuba in accordance with the United Nations General Assembly resolution 48/16 of 3 November 1993.

We further call on the United States of America to immediately end restrictions of its citizens on travel to Cuba, and to allow humanitarian aid to reach Cuba unhindered.

V. ISRAEL-PALESTINE

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom welcomed the Declaration of Principles on Palestinian self-government in the Gaza Strip and Jericho area, signed in Washington on 13 September 1993. We welcome the first steps taken in the implementation of the agreement.

However, the deferment of negotiations of certain fundamental issues, such as the dismantling of settlements, the right of return, the question of refugees, and the ultimate question of Palestinian statehood and sovereignty could lead to the derailment of the peace process. We therefore call for the acceleration of the negotiating process to achieve as quickly as possible the end of occupation and the establishment of the independent state of Palestine alongside Israel.

We further call for

- the halt to the expansion of settlements in and around Jerusalem as well as to the expansion of all other settlements;

-  the speedy removal of the Israeli settlers from inside Hebron and the dismantlement of all Israeli settlements in the Occupied Territories, the Gaza Strip, and Jericho; 

- the re-establishment of full access to East Jerusalem of Palestinians in the Occupied Territories, the Gaza Strip and Jericho;

- the immediate release of all political prisoners;

- effective United Nations protection of the Palestinians in the Occupied Territories;

- the international community to provide generous and immediate financial assistance to the Palestinians and the National Authority for the development of their state infrastructure and their economy.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom strongly opposes the intentions of the Israeli Government to close Palestinian national institutions in East Jerusalem, including the Orient House.

VI. OCCUPATION AND VIOLENCE
The continued occupation by Israel of the Occupied Territories is causing increased tensions and serious human rights violations in the area. Innocent Palestinian and Israeli civilians have been and continue to be killed as a tragic result of the dangerous situation.

We demand that these heinous crimes be stopped. We urge the parties concerned to extend self-rule immediately to all the Occupied Territories, leading to the speedy establishment of the independent state of Palestine alongside Israel. 

VII. LEBANON
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is deeply concerned that at a time when negotiations of peace in the Middle East are being held, Israel continues to occupy the South of Lebanon. This situation is a dangerous obstacle to the peace process.

We call on Israel to immediately withdraw from the South of Lebanon in accordance with UN Security Council resolution 425, and call on the international community to ensure its implementation.

We demand that the Israeli Government pay indemnities to Lebanon to enable the immediate reconstruction of Lebanese homes that have been destroyed by Israeli soldiers and that compensation be given to the people.

We call on Israel to halt the deviation of the Litani waters into Israel.

We call for the cessation of vicious acts, such as kidnapping, the destruction of crops and land, continuous raids against, and shelling of Lebanese people. Only then will civilians on both sides be able to live in peace.

We call on the international community to exert every pressure on Israel to withdraw from the South Lebanon.

VIII. HUMAN RIGHTS FOR THE KURDISH PEOPLE
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is convinced that there can be no peace in the Near East unless all concerned parties are involved in negotiating a just settlement of the rights of the Kurdish people. We call on the international community to work rapidly toward this end.

The difficult situation of the Kurds in Iraq is aggravated by the economic sanctions against Iraq. The uncertainty about the UN presence in Northern Iraq to protect the Kurds is creating unrest among the people. Armed conflict between the two major political parties and migration can be seen as a result of this. The military attacks by Turkey on the Kurds in Iraq is causing death and destruction.

We continue to urge that the sanctions against Iraq be lifted and that Turkey cease all military action against the Kurds in Iraq.

The violence in South East Turkey (Kurdistan) has worsened during the past year. The internal war between Turkish armed forces, the PKK and paramilitary groups causes much suffering. The civilians are the victims of this escalating violence. 

The Turkish government is systematically and brutally violating the human rights of its Kurdish citizens. Parliamentarians representing the Kurdish people were put into custody in March 1994 and their immunity was lifted. The Democratic Party (DEP), which has been defending the democratic rights of the Kurds in Turkey and has advocated a political and peaceful solution to the Kurdish questions, was outlawed by the Constitutional Court on 16 June 1994.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is deeply concerned about the situation of the Kurds in Turkey. We condemn the closing of the DEP and court actions against Parliamentarians for exercising their democratic rights and duties.

The Kurds in Iran are also suffering brutal oppression.  

We urge the United Nations to take firm action to protect the democratic rights and physical safety of the Kurdish people.

IX. PEACE IN THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA
WILPF believes that the aim of the peacemaking process in former Yugoslavia should be to restore the multicultural society and, therefore, does not support the current proposals to divide Bosnia-Herzegovina. Such a settlement would make the conflict permanent.

WILPF does not support an expansion of the UN role in the former Yugoslavia which must remain that of peacekeeping.

We advocate the involvement on a large scale of civilians of all nationalities to assist in the rebuilding of civil society. We call for the inclusion of more women in the peacemaking process, both as mediators and participants.

We oppose the lifting of the arms embargo against Bosnia-Herzegovina and call for a tightening and proper monitoring of an arms embargo against the entire territory of former Yugoslavia.

We reaffirm WILPF position on sanctions and embargoes adopted by WILPF's 25th International Congress in Bolivia in 1992.

WILPF support the International War Crimes Tribunal on former Yugoslavia to bring to justice those on all sides of the conflict who are responsible for, and have committed, war crimes and human rights violations.

. 

WILPF supports all democratic and human rights forces in all parts of former Yugoslavia. We fully support plans for the establishment of an International Women's Centre in Sarajevo. 

WILPF calls on its sections to press their governments to offer asylum and other assistance to deserters and war resisters from former Yugoslavia as called for in the Appeal for the Support of Deserters and Draft Resisters from Former Yugoslavia (see WILPF International News   April 1994 ).

X. EXPLOITATION OF MIGRANT FILIPINO WORKERS
Worsening economic conditions in the Philippines are linked to foreign debt and structural adjustment programs. The increase in poverty and lack of opportunity have resulted in an increasing number of Filipino migrants and undocumented migrant women workers. Along with migrant workers from other poor countries they provide cheap and docile labour. As migrants, they face a host of problems: racism, discrimination, violence, trafficking, restrictive immigration policies, and socio-psychological problems attendant to this situation. No protection of welfare mechanisms are available for them.

WILPF

- calls on sections to urge governments to sign the UN Convention for the Protection of the Rights of migrant Workers and their Families;

- calls on the Philippine Government to sign the ILO conventions on migrant workers;

- call on governments to set up mechanisms and set aside funds for the protection of and assistance to migrant women;

- calls on governments to develop immigration policies that assist the immigration of undocumented workers;

- supports the appointment of the Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and asks that  she give special attention to the problem of trafficking of women.

XI. THE NEW SOUTH AFRICA
WILPF hails the recent elections in South Africa as the first step towards true democracy and development in that country, and a move towards stabilization of the entire region. Democracy depends on full and equal participation of all parts of the population in all areas of political, economic, social and cultural life. This means participation by all racial groups in South Africa, but it also means participation of women of all racial groups as well.  A women's Charter, drafted and endorsed by ninety-two South African women's groups stressed that women face social, economic, and ideological barriers to full and equal participation in the economy. Any plan of action addressing the social and economic development needs of post-apartheid South Africa must include the needs and concerns of women paid and unpaid workers.

Peace is the main prerequisite for democratization of a post-apartheid South Africa and for the whole southern Africa region. The international community should take responsibility for assisting in this transformation and in promoting responsible investment according to the Code of Conduct published by the South African Council of Churches.  As an NGO the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom will continue to support and learn from the people of South Africa in this important historical period.

XII. INDIGENOUS AND TRIBAL PEOPLES
WILPF recognizes that the indigenous are many nations of peoples throughout the world and therefore supports their demand to be referred to as indigenous peoples and not as indigenous people.

WILPF supports the UN General Assembly resolutions on decolonization and recognizes the right of indigenous and tribal peoples to their lands and supports their right to self- determination and rights to sovereignty.

WILPF opposes all changes that affect the removal of indigenous lands from their peoples, including changes that result from all military and related activities.

WILPF objects strongly to the continued abuse of indigenous lands by the production and testing of nuclear and all other weapons. 

WILPF supports indigenous and tribal peoples' concerns regarding the enforcement of the North American Free Trade Agreement, the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade particularly as these relate to intellectual property rights.

WILPF calls for the withdrawal of the large factory ships sweeping the Pacific Ocean floor and depleting the fish stocks of in this era.

WILPF supports the indigenous and tribal peoples in their peaceful opposition to the invasion of their territories to rob them of their natural resources on land and at sea.

WILPF voices its strong opposition to the treatment of the indigenous peoples in the area of Chiapas and all other areas in Mexico and the Americas.

XIII. HAITI
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is firmly opposed to any military intervention in Haiti. We call for diplomatic and political actions to restore the democratically elected president, Rev. Jean-Bertrand Aristide, to office.

We urge the Dominican Republic to close its border with Haiti, particularly to oil and gasoline which continues to pass through to Haiti.

We call for the freezing of the bank accounts Haiti military leaders hold in the US, and for the closing of all loopholes that allow US firms to manufacture in Haiti.

XIV. RWANDA
WILPF is opposed to any military intervention. The international community must urgently provide humanitarian assistance to the people of Rwanda.

The roots of the conflict go back to the colonization of the country and cannot be explained simply as an ethnic strife. 

The resolution of Rwanda's problem lies in the need for economic reconstruction and economic independence.

WILPF calls for a comprehensive solution of the disastrous consequences of colonial exploitation suffered by the entire Sub-Saharan Africa. The former colonial powers have a special responsibility for providing the countries with the necessary assistance.

XV. EAST TIMOR
WILPF calls for

- the UN to implement the resolution for a referendum to be held in East Timor to enable the people to exert their right to self-determination;

- Indonesia to withdraw all its military forces from East Timor and reduce the police presence there;

- the immediate release of all political prisoners including Xanana Gusmao;

- the inclusion of Xanana Gusmao and other East Timor leaders to participate in the ongoing talks between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the representatives of the Portuguese and Indonesian Governments in the endeavour to achieve a just solution for the people of East Timor;

- to allow international organizations such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Asia Watch to investigate abuses and human rights violations, including the accusations of practicing forced sterilizations.
XVI. WOMEN IN THE UNITED NATIONS
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is concerned that only a small number of women are included in decision-making positions in the UN where global policy questions are determined. This situation must be changed.

We are convinced that the election of a qualified woman to the position of Secretary-General of the United Nations would send a message of hope to peoples throughout the world. The International Executive Committee calls on all WILPF sections to work together with other organizations towards the achievement of this goal. 

ILO CONVENTION ON INDIGENOUS AND TRIBAL PEOPLES
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom urges that governments ratify ILO Convention 169 on Indignous and Tribal Peoples wherever indigenous and tribal peoples demand it.

26TH CONGRESS, HELSINKI, 1995
UNITED NATIONS
I. Next UN Secretary-General

The 26th International WILPF Congress urges that when the position of UN Secretary-General next becomes vacant, the General Assembly elect a woman.

Action:  The statement to be sent by International WILPF to the member states of the UN.

II. UN Security Council Reform

The 26th International WILPF Congress is deeply concerned about the Security Council's future structure and scope now under discussion. This is the opportunity to democratize the Security Council.  We urge you to increase the number of members by adding at least 10 more non-permanent members all to be elected by the General Assembly.  

Adding new permanent members as is proposed by some would be a retrogression and an insult to the overwhelming majority of smaller states who have significantly contributed to the UN peace efforts over the years.

It is our ardent wish that in the not too distant future all members of the Security Council will be elected, and that there will no longer be a privileged group of permanent members with the right to veto decisions taken by a majority of Member States. It is our conviction that it would be a great disservice to the people of the United Nations, and against the interests of the organization itself, to add to the present number of privileged Permanent Members or establish another category of privileged members of the Security Council.

As women we know what discrimination and domination mean. We oppose them with all our strength, and work for the democratization of society which must include the full participation of women in planning, decision-making, and in all peace and security processes. We will do our utmost to prevent the institutionalizing of further privileges at any level and in all areas of activity.  
Action: (a) To send the statement of all UN Member States; and (b) to launch or join in a women's support campaign for the democratization of the Security Council. (Note: A petition with a text based on this resolution has been prepared jointly by ISMUN and WILPF. WILPF sections are asked to collect signatures of women who wish to support the WILPF position).

III. Special Rapporteur on Colombia

The 26th International WILPF Congress of WILPF calls on the United Nations Commission on Human Rights to appoint a Special Rapporteur to investigate and report on the human rights situation in Columbia, and asks the Commission to take appropriate action in light of the findings of the Special Rapporteur.

Action: International WILPF to send the statement to the Members of the UN Commission on Human Rights, to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Director of the UN Center for Human Rights.
IV. International Day of Nonviolence 

The 26th International WILPF Congress calls on the United Nations to declare 6 April the International Day of Nonviolence.

Background: From 6 August 1995 to 6 August 1996, the Indian cooperation for Peace (Shanti Sayog) has launched a campaign for nonviolence inspired by Gandhi’s philosophy. In his efforts for peace, Gandhi would not listen to violence, riots or terrorism.  His philosophy was based on the equality of all human beings, be they friends or enemies, and conflicts should be solved in a way  that is advantageous to all sides in order to meet be able to meet without feelings of shame.  A good conflict resolution makes all parties winners.  By the Salt March of  6 April 1930, Gandhi proved to the English authorities that they could not for ever prevent people from using the resources of their own country . In spite of attacks, the Indians marched in thousands to the sea to take salt and defeated the English salt monopoly.

Shanti Sayog’s international campaign for nonviolence 1995-1996 wants to reduce the sums of money spent for weapons. They demand to have one day of national military expenses allocated to NGOs working for nonviolence, to legalize nonviolent civilian-based defence everywhere and give to tax payers the legal option to divert their defence tax from military defence to nonviolent defence. 

Action:  (a) International WILPF to send the statement to the UN Secretary- General; and (b) National WILPF sections to write to their governments urging them to support the proposal and introduce it at the next session of the UN General Assembly.

DISARMAMENT 
I. Nuclear Weapons Testing

The 26th International WILPF Congress call s for an immediate halt to the French plans to explode nuclear devices in the South Pacific’s Muroroa atoll. These actions will cause irreparable damage to the environment, to the health of the region’s citizens as well as to global disarmament efforts.  There must be NO MORE nuclear testing anywhere by any country.

Actions:  (a) Write or fax to French President Jacques Chirac; and (b) petition to go to each section.

II. Nuclear production

The 26th International WILPF Congress reaffirms WILPF's demands that

• research, development, production and use  of nuclear weapons  and energy be stopped; 

• uranium mining be halted; and 

• nuclear power production be phased out and replaced by environmentally friendly energy sources.

Action: WILPF sections to campaign with others for appropriate government decisions. 

HUMAN RIGHTS
I. Protection of the Rights of Migrants

The 26th International WILPF Congress is deeply concerned that increasing poverty and deprivation in many developing countries drives citizens into massive economic migration, and that migrant workers suffer a host of problems such as violence, racism, trafficking and poor working conditions.

Actions:  (a) All WILPF sections to urge their government to ratify the UN Convention for the Protection of Rights of Migrants and their Families and to ratify, if not already done so,  all other international instruments that seek to uphold the rights of migrants; (b) International WILPF develop a program that addresses the issues of migration, including research, education and campaigns; (c) WILPF sections to support positive actions that seek to address the root causes of migration of peoples; (d) WILPF to ask the UN to monitor and provide appropriate  actions against countries that do not observe the rights of migrants.
II. Racism

The 26th International WILPF Congress defines racism as 'an international system of power that places one group superior and another inferior, based on colour' and mandates the International Executive Committee to establish a Working Group to: 

•
formulate policy to combat racism both within and outside WILPF; 

•
formulate an anti-racist and equal-opportunities WILPF policy which includes a clear definition 
of racism;

•
recruit actively a multi-racial membership; and (d) network with multi-racial and anti-racist organizations.

WILPF shall include its anti-racist and equal opportunities policy on all of its policy statement and confront all other forms of discrimination, internally and externally. WILPF shall pay special attention to the issue of racism in its relations with international and all other institutions and organizations.

III. Human Rights for Silvia Baraldini

The 26th International WILPF Congress urges the US Government to repatriate Silvia Baraldini, Italian citizen and political prisoner in the US, from prison in the US to a prison in Italy, in accordance with the Strasbourg Rights Convention, which provides for the repatriation of prisoners to their country of origin. The US and several European countries have accepted the Convention early on, and Italy ratified it in 1989.

Action: a) To mobilize public awareness of the situation of Silvia Baraldini by undertaking a worldwide campaign for her repatriation to Italy; and (b)  for WILPF section to write to US President Bill Clinton to take steps for the repatriation of Silvia Baraldini to Italy.

IV. Protection of Human Rights of Women and Children

The 26th International WILPF Congress, concerned about the continuing human rights violations against, and exploitation of children and women, urges the United Nations and other international organizations to:

•
work to end the practice of child slavery

•
stop the trafficking in women and children;

•
Educate and train all UN peace-keeping personnel to respect the culture and human rights of the peoples whom they are seconded to protect, in particular to ensure that all UN personnel practice a code of conduct which respect the integrity of women and children.

V. Human Rights Campaigns

The 26th International WILPF Congress calls for

•
Boycotting those business corporations whose labour policies and practices contravene international labour standards as set out in ILO Conventions and other international instruments; 

•
Joining the campaigns of human rights advocates working for the application of legislation which support the women victims of rape and incest to obtain justice;
•
Supporting the campaign for obtaining justice for the women who were sexually enslaved by the Japanese Imperial Army during the Second World War;

•
Working in solidarity with human rights groups to expose the practice of rape in war as a war crime;

•
Working in solidarity with oppressed peoples in the Asia-Pacific region including the people of Tibet, Aceh, West Papua, East Timor Bougainville, the Karen in Burma, the Indigenous people of Australia and all the indigenous peoples of the region for social and economic justice;

•
Supporting peace-building initiatives in Cambodia as an important barrier to the spread of war 
in the region.
VI. Save the life of Mumia Abu-Jamal

The 26th International WILPF Congress urges the Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge to stay the execution of Mumia Abu-Jamal scheduled for 17 August 1995, and to permit Mr. Jamal his inalienable right to a fair trial according to the constitution of the US and under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Background: On 2 June Governor Ridge signed a death warrant for Mumia Abu-Jamal.  Mumia Abu-Jamal is an African American accused of killing a Philadelphia police officer, Daniel Faulkner, on 3 December 1981.

Action: WILPF to appeal to the Governor of Pennsylvania.( Fax: +(1-717) 783 3369.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS
I. Foreign Investment

The 26th International WILPF Congress demands:

• that the European Commission  drop moves to initiate the setting up of a multilateral set of rules governing the policies of governments on foreign direct investments and also proposing to widen the authority of the World Trade Organizations (WTO) over the regulation of terms of foreign investments worldwide;

• that this proposal not be adopted by the World Trade Organization. (The present Trade Related Investment Measures [TRIMS] clause of the GATT Agreement does not cover all foreign investments. It only includes trade-related foreign investments. This EC proposal calls for a blanket coverage of all forms of foreign investment, whether these are trade-related or not).

• that every county be allowed to continue to have sovereign rights to determine which foreign investors should come in, what sectors they can invest in, and under which conditions investments can be made.

• that multilateral regulations within the WTO and the Regional Trade Agreements (such as NAFTA, APEC, etc.) should affirm and retain the positive discrimination principles, which means giving weaker countries the needed support to enable them to compete on an equal basis with powerful countries and their corporations. 

Background: The proposal, contained in a paper entitled 'A Level Playing Field for Direct Investment Worldwide' is 

(a) that foreign corporations be given generally free access to any country in the world and be given the legal rights to invest and operate competitively in all sectors of the economy;

(b) that they be accorded national treatment, meaning equal treatment with local corporations but also  the most favoured nation status (host countries granting foreign investors specific favourable conditions not available to national investors).

(c) that all restrictions on their operations be removed.

If these proposals are adopted, it would have very significant implications for developing countries, such as:

(a) the restriction or removal of the right to adopt their own independent policies on the conditions under which foreign investments can be made;

(b) the curtailing of freedom to choose their own particular mixture of [p;policies and conditions on foreign  investments (e.g., 60% local equity and %40 foreign equity, restriction on foreign investments for strategic industries such as transportation, communication, health, joint ventures);

(c) surrender of their sovereign right to determine investment programs and policies for the benefit of their citizens.

These rules would further disenfranchise the indigenous peoples, women, farmers, local communities, of their rights to have access, control and own lands and resources. They would entrench and perpetuate the domination and power of industrialized nations, and transnational corporations over the weak third world countries and thereby facilitate a return to colonialism.

II. Intellectual Property Rights

The 26th International WILPF Congress is deeply concerned the Article 26.5.3b of the TRIPS clause in the Final Agreement of the Uruguay Round of the GATT allows for the obligatory patenting of micro-origins.

While this Article appears to be an agreement on the exclusion of living organisms from patentability by stating that "plants and animals other than micro-organisms and essentially biological processes for production of plants or animals other than non-biological and micro-biological processes", recent judgments and interpretations say otherwise.

This phrase is interpreted to mean that genes, cell -lines, etc., are considered micro-organisms and genetic engineering is not considered a biological process, which therefore allows for the patenting of genes, cell-lines, and genetically engineered organisms, plants and animals. It  also allows parts of plants and animals and altered plans and animals to be patented.

The patenting of life forms is already allowed in the USA and the GATT agreement requires member countries of WTO to change and harmonize their patent laws to make it consistent with the TRIPS clause of GATT.

Allowing the TRIPS clause only recognizes as innovation that which is done by industry and laboratories, and denies the creativity and innovation of indigenous peoples, women, farmers and nature. 

The patenting of life forms leads to the privatization and commodification of biological diversity and genetic resources from plants, animals and human beings, and facilitates the appropriation of these by agribusiness corporations, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology corporations, and individuals.

Genetic engineering is also being used to produce weapons for biological warfare.
For these reasons, WILPF shall

•  actively participate in the ongoing campaigns against patenting of life forms and the demand for compulsory labeling of genetically-engineered foods and products;

• demand that the WTO allow countries not to patent life forms through intellectual property rights laws if they so desire.

• support the campaigns and struggles of indigenous peoples, farmers and women against the appropriation of their indigenous seeds, medicinal plants and indigenous knowledge;

• consider the monitoring and lobbying of WTO as one of its activities, especially because of the implications of WTO for world peace.

III. Youth

The 26th International WILPF Congress, having received the recommendation from the Gertrud Baer Seminar to establish a volunteer youth council and fill speedily the position of Youth Coordinator,  mandates the International Executive Committee to take appropriate action within financial feasibility.

IV. Communication and Information

The 26th International WILPF Congress mandates the International Executive Committee to pool  all available resources with a view to providing language interpretation at international meetings.

It further requests all sections and branches to prepare information packets on WILPF history and policy as well as its organizational structure, and ensure that each new member is provided with this information. 

AFRICA
I. Algeria

A hundred and thirty years of French colonization has ruined the Algerian identity.  The 30 years  of one-party rule that followed independence completely muzzled civilians through the use of education, justice, culture and the media. It brought an economic crash and favoured the rise of fundamentalism.  The people now seek justice.  

WILPF believes that a democratic debate is necessary to stop hatred of one party towards another. It calls for discussion among all concerned in this tragic crisis, especially with the Algerian feminist associations which struggle for the rights of women.  Peace and freedom will only be won back through respect and dialogue.

WILPF salutes the Algerian people’s pacific resistance and expresses its support to progressive forces which are working for a solution to the crisis.

WILPF demands:

*
that murders carried out by the armed AGI (Groupe Armé Islamique) be stopped;

*
that government repression against citizens be stopped;

*
that freedom of the press, of expression, of the organization and the independence of justice be 
established;

*
that free and democratic legislative elections be held;

*
that there be equality of men and women before the law, that the  Family Code be repealed;

*
that he  IMF debt of 26 million dollars be repudiated without condition;

*
that the restrictions France imposes on the free movement of Algerian citizens,  and that other 
European countries look favorably upon Algerians entering their countries;

*
that military and financial support from whatever source to armed groups be stopped;

*
that the alleged 36 thousand million private dollars obtained through corruption be given back 
to the Algerian people.

Action:  WILPF sections to educate members on the above matters.

ASIA - PACIFIC
I. Indigenous Peoples Rights

The 26th International WILPF Congress supports the indigenous peoples in the struggles for their rights. WILPF urges the United Nations to press governments to facilitate at all levels the:

* 
implementation of land rights legislation;

*
recognition and achievement of self determination

*
provision of comprehensive health care and other social services

WILPF supports the West Papuan people in their desire to achieve self-determination by the year 2000 and will make representation to the UN and the Indonesian government accordingly. 

Action:  WILPF sections to support and work with West Papuan solidarity groups.

II. East Timor

WILPF continue s to 

*
support the East Timorese people in their struggle  for self-determination;

*
recognize the violation of human rights that has occurred in their country

*
make continued representation to the UN on behalf of East Timorese people. 
III. Bougainville

WILPF actively supports the efforts of the women of Bougainville to bring about the resolution of conflict and reconciliation.

EUROPE
I. Institute for Security Issues

The 26th International WILPF Congress fully supports the proposal put forward by Finland's President, Ahtisaari to establish within the Organizations for European Security and Cooperation an ‘Institute for Security issues’, building on the experience gained within the Helsinki process.

We suggest that the entire human experience, especially that of women, regarding conflict resolution, human rights, early warning and ecology both in theory and practice should be utilized. WILPF offers  its  expertise and hope for a fruitful cooperation in the future.

Action: WILPF's President to write to President Ahtisaari.
II. Peace in the Countries of Former Yugoslavia

The 26th International WILPF Congress believes that the peacemaking process in the countries of former Yugoslavia should be to restore the multicultural society and not to divide Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. 

WILPF does not support an expanded mandate for the UN peacekeeping forces in the region. It must remain that of peacekeeping.

Instead of the deployment of Rapid Intervention Forces we call for large-scale international civilian assistance by sending, for example, teams of doctors, social workers, peace educators, peace witnesses and others to help build democratic societies.

We call for women to be at least equal in number to men in all phases of the peace-making process, including negotiation and mediation.

We request total disarmament in the region to be monitored by joint UN/NGO teams. Monitoring of arms coming to the region as a whole must be reinforced.

WILPF supports the International War Crimes Tribunal on former Yugoslavia to bring to justice those on all sides of the conflict who are responsible for, and have committed, war crimes and human rights violations. Because of the vicious and massive crimes committed against women and their need to feel safe, we demand that the Tribunal be composed of a majority of women judges.

WILPF supports all democratic and human rights forces in the region. We fully support plans for, and are ready to assist in, the establishment of International Women's Peace Centers wherever there is an interest.

Action: Each WILPF section to (a) press their governments to offer asylum and other assistance to deserters and war resisters from the countries of former Yugoslavia;  (b) help provide better treatment and acceptance of refugees;  and (c) to better coordinate assistance given to the region.

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN
I. Ending the embargo against Cuba

The 26th International WILPF Congress calls on all its members and sections to lobby their governments to put pressure on the US to end its embargo against Cuba and to promote trade with Cuba.  

Actions:  (a) WILPF sections to urge US President Bill Clinton to take steps to end the embargo ( White  House, Washington DC, USA); and (b) report on actions to the US Section Committee on Cuba, c/o Mary Zepernick, 314 Wood Road, South Yarmouth, MA 02664, USA).

II. Security

The 26th International WILPF Congress denounces violations of social political, economic and cultural rights and the conditions of exploitation and subordination in which the majority of women in Latin America live . The specific areas are labour, education, health and housing. These violations are the main obstacles to reaching social security for the people and peace in the region.

III. Rio de Janeiro Protocol

The 26th International WILPF Congress supports the process of demilitarization taking place by the ratification of the Rio de Janeiro Protocol of 1942, meeting thus the hopes of Peru and Ecuador of the Andean region.

IV. Guatemalan Elections

The 26th International WILPF Congress calls on the Organization of American States to monitor the Guatemalan elections scheduled to take place in November 1995.  The obscured background of presidential candidate Rios-Montt has allowed for human rights violations of thousands of indigenous people in other countries of Central America and has severely undermined the process of democratic elections in this region. 

THE MIDDLE EAST
I. Israel/Palestine

The 26th International WILPF Congress strongly opposes the continued occupation by Israel of the  Arab Palestinian Territories, causing  increased tensions and serious human rights violation in the area.  Innocent Palestinian and Israeli civilians have been and continue to be killed as a tragic result of the dangerous situation.  We oppose all acts of gratuitous violence.  We demand that these heinous crimes be stopped;  They are unacceptable, and they are an impediment to the peace process.  We urge the parties concerned to extend self-rule immediately to all the Occupied Territories leading to the speedy establishment of the independent state of Palestine alongside Israel. 

II. Lebanon

The 26th International WILPF Congress reaffirms the resolution adopted by WILPF's International Executive Committee meeting in Musashiranzan, Japan in August 1994:

"The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is deeply concerned that at a time when negotiations of peace in the Middle East are being held, Israel continues to occupy the South of Lebanon. This situation is a dangerous obstacle to the peace process.

"We call on Israel to immediately withdraw from the South of Lebanon in accordance with UN Security Council resolution 425, and call on the international community to ensure its implementation.

"We demand that the Israeli Government pay indemnities to Lebanon to enable the immediate reconstruction of Lebanese homes that have been destroyed by Israel soldiers and that compensation be given to the people.

"We call on Israel to halt the deviation of the Litani waters into Israel.

"We call for the cessation of vicious acts, such as kidnapping, the destruction of crops and land, continuous raids, and shelling of Lebanese people. Only then will civilians on both sides be able to live in peace.

"We call on the international community to exert every pressure on Israel to withdraw from South Lebanon."

This 26th International WILPF Congress calls on all its sections and members to take concrete actions in the coming months to press for the implementation of UN Security Council  resolution 425, and for the water of the Litani river to be left to the Lebanese people.

IEC SRI LANKA, 1996
I. MILITARISM
The International Executive Committee of WILPF, meeting in Sri Lanka on 5-8 August 1996, is deeply concerned about the increasing militarism in the world today.  We are concerned that the United Nations has not succeeded in reaching its major goal:  “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war.”  

WILPF rejected the resolutions passed by the Security Council involving the UN in military activities such as in the Gulf War in 1991.  These UN military activities are described as “peace making”. This involvement, however, clearly demonstrates the need for better knowledge on how to make peace.

Peace research institutes have provided much knowledge about military capacity and disarmament and how to create peace. Within the UN system some individual institutions working in this area, among them the United Nations University (UNU), UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD), UN Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) and the UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR). UNESCO has organized a number of projects under a program entitled "Culture of Peace”. WILPF supports their work and calls for the strengthening of their capacities.

We refer to the proposal of Dr. Linus Pauling, twice Nobel Laureate, made in his address to the WILPF Congress in Stockholm in 1959:  

“The problem of peace must be solved in the same way as all other problems, by research.  A practical solution would be to establish a global peace research organization under the UN. If 5,000 or 10,000 of the most prominent researchers worked continuously together in the interest of world peace, the cost would only amount to one tenth of the military expenses.”

WILPF appeals to the UN member states to increase their financial support for peace research, including significant support for peace research on the role of women. The findings should be used by the UN in its work. 

WILPF calls on all its sections to encourage governments and the UN General Assembly to develop a common UN program for global peace research, especially the involvement of women, in order to enhance the work of the UN and its member states for peace and reconciliation.

(The resolution to be sent to UN and all member states, as well as to WILPF sections)
II. ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
The ratification of CEDAW is a major step in the advancement of human rights. However, the mechanisms of the Convention for the protection of women's human rights are insufficient. The development of an optional protocol to CEDAW and a separate convention on violence against women represent a qualitative advance in the promotion and protection of women’s rights. WILPF therefore calls on governments to fully support the development and eventual ratification of these mechanisms.
III. AUNG SAN SUU KYI
WILPF is deeply concerned about the on-going attempts of the SLORC to disrupt Aung San Suu Kyi’s activities for national reconciliation. We call for the freedom of Aung San Suu Kyi to meet with the people in order to bring about the democratic political process in Burma and hasten the process of national reconciliation.

IV. BURMA
The International Executive Committee of WILPF, meeting in Sri Lanka on 5-8 August 1996, condemns the actions of the State Law and order Restoration Council (SLORC) to illegally prolong its rule through:

- continued violation of fundamental democratic rights and basic human rights of the people of Burma;

- refusal to hand over power to the representatives elected in the 1990 general elections;

-refusal to accept political dialogue with opposition led by Aung San Suu Kyi and the different ethnic groups; and

- constructive engagement” with ASEAN nations and the support of China which only serves to strengthen the oppression of the Burmese people.

We appeal to the governments of ASEAN and the international community to:

- support Aung San Suu Kyi’s call for economic sanctions against Burma until a clear transition to democracy has been established;

- exert pressure on the Slorc to establish dialogue with the opposition groups in order to seek a political solution for Burma.

We urge our governments and the business partners of ASEAN to pressure the ASEAN to:

- discontinue the policy of “constructive engagement” with Burma and withdraw economic investments in Burma until democracy has been restored;

- accept Burma as a member of ASEAN only after the formation of a democratic government in Burma.

We urge our governments to pressure China to discontinue the supply of weapons to Slorc. 

V. BHUTAN
WILPF strongly protest against the human rights violations committed against the people of Bhutan.

We are deeply concerned that the present government of Buthan has not addressed the plight of its people but has instead perpetuated oppressive conditions which violate the rights of the people and cause them to flee to other countries to become refugees.

We urge all sections to support the struggle of the Bhutanese people for human rights and democracy in their country.

VI. HUMAN RIGHTS IN LATIN AMERICA
The International Executive Committee of WILPF, meeting in Sri Lanka on 5-8 August 1996, supports a true democratic process in Latin America and upholds the human rights of peoples in the region.

We strongly demand that the process of trying citizens in prisons before hooded judges, as practiced in some countries in Latin America be stopped as this is a grave violation of human rights.

Furthermore, we protest against the inhuman conditions of detainees in prison, as in the case of Sybila Arrendondo, a Chilean citizen over 60 years old and widow of Arguedas, who is imprisoned in Chile for four and half years now. She was sentenced to twelve years of prison on charges of collaboration with the group Sendero Luminoso. We urge governments in the region to observe human rights of prisoners and improve their living conditions.
VII. CONFLICT BETWEEN EQUATOR AND PERU
On the border conflicts between the neighboring countries of Peru and Ecuador which have the same original Inca cultural roots;

In respect to the aspirations of all the people of the world to stop military hostilities and to strengthen the diplomatic way of peace negotiations;

The International Executive Committee of WILPF, meeting in Sri Lanka on 5-8 August 1996, calls on the international community to petition the governments of Peru and Ecuador to continue building the peace process and to respect the Tratado de Rio de Janiero of 1929 which is part of the historic process of the peoples and their governments.

VIII. PEACE IN THE COUNTRIES OF FORMER YUGOSLAVIA
WILPF believes that the peacemaking process in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia should be to restore the multicultural society and not to support ethno-nationalist movements.

We call for total disarmament in the region to be monitored by joint OSCE/NGO-teams.

WILPF believes that in order to restore and promote a lasting peace in the region it is essential to involve the entire population in the decision-making and governing of the countries. WILPF urges as a first step for all  the countries in the region, and also in accordance with the Beijing Platform for Action, to establish regional and national institutions and departments for equality.

To support the peace process, we call for a large scale international civilian assistance by sending, for example, teams of doctors, social workers, peace educators, peace witnesses and others to help build democratic societies.

We call for the inclusion of more women in the peacemaking process, including women negotiators and mediators.

WILPF supports the International War Crimes Tribunal on former Yugoslavia to bring to justice those on all sides of the conflict who are responsible for and have committed war crimes and human rights violations. It is important that all accused of war crime are arrested.

WILPF supports all democratic and human rights forces in the region. We fully support plans for, and are ready to assist in, the establishment of Women’s Peace Centers wherever there is an interest.

WILPF further calls for the immediate start of negotiations to settle the status of Kosovo and prevent war in the area.

IX. ISRAEL-PALESTINE
The International Executive Committee of WILPF, meeting in Sri Lanka from 5-8 August 1996, reaffirms the resolution on Israel-Palestine adopted by the 26th International Congress of WILPF held in Helsinki, Finland, in 1995:

"The 26th International WILPF Congress strongly opposes the continued occupation by Israel of the Arab Palestinian territories, causing increased tensions and serious human rights violations in the area. Innocent Palestinian and Israeli civilians have been and continue to be killed as a tragic result of the dangerous situation.  We oppose all acts of gratuitous violence.  We demand that these heinous crimes be stopped. They are unacceptable, and they are an impediment to the peace process. We urge the parties concerned to extend self-rule immediately to all the Occupied Territories leading to the speedy establishment of the independent state of Palestine alongside Israel." 
X. MORDECHAI VANUNU
WILPF strongly opposes the production and proliferation of nuclear weapons and urges Israel and other nations to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

We are deeply concerned that while the Israeli government continues to ignore the treaty, it has sentenced to life imprisonment Mordechai Vanunu for confirming Israel’s production of nuclear weapons. Vanunu was a worker in the Dimora Plant in Israel for nine years until his retrenchment.  He went to another country and revealed to the world Israel’s nuclear weapons program, but was kidnapped by Israeli agents, brought back to Israel, tried in court and given a life sentence in prison even as the famous expert on disarmament and nuclear arms, Frank  Barnaby, expressed during the trial that Vanunu only confirmed what experts already knew. 

Vanunu has been in solitary confinement for almost 10 years and his health is deteriorating.   

WILPF calls for the immediate release of Vanunu until this is done; we demand that he be given humane prison conditions.
XI. JERUSALEM
Dismayed by Israel’s continued illegal occupation of East Jerusalem since 1967 and its violation of international law and UN Security Council Resolutions by altering the demographic landscape and cultural and socio-economic infrastructures of the area, through land confiscations and continued expansion of illegal settlements, severe restrictions on Palestinian residents and family re-unification;

Concerned by the continued closure of Jerusalem from the rest of Palestine which is causing untold economic hardship and daily social humiliation to the Palestinian people;

Concerned also by Israel’s attacks on Palestinian cultural and academic institutions,

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom

Calls on Israel to cease all such illegal acts which undermine the Oslo Agreements;

Further calls on Israel to resume genuine negotiations on the basis of the Oslo Declaration of Principles and speedily proceed to the establishment of an independent state of Palestine alongside Israel, and 

Call on the US government and the entire international community to press Israel to enter speedily into such negotiations.

We call for Jerusalem to be the capital of two states:  East Jerusalem the capital of Palestine and West Jerusalem the capital of Israel.

(Send to UN and Israel government)
XII. LEBANON
The WILPF International Executive Committee, meeting in Sri Lanka 5-8 August 1996, reaffirms the resolution on Lebanon adopted by the 26th International Congress of WILPF held in Helsinki, Finland:

“The WILPF is deeply concerned that at a time when negotiations of peace in the Middle East are being held, Israel continues to occupy the South of Lebanon. This situation is a danger​ous obstacle to the peace process.

We call on Israel to immediately withdraw from the South of Lebanon in accordance with UN Security Council resolution 425, and call on the international community to ensure its implementation.

We demand that the Israel government pay indemnities to Lebanon to enable the immediate reconstruction of Lebanese homes that have been destroyed by Israel soldiers and that compensation be given to the people.

We call on Israel to halt the deviation of the Litani rivers into Israel.

We call for the cessation of vicious acts, such as kidnapping, the destruction of crops and land, continuous raids, and shelling of Lebanese people.  Only then will civilians on both sides be able to live in peace.

We call on the international community to exert every pressure on Israel to withdraw from South Lebanon.

This 26th International Congress of WILPF calls on all its sections and members to take concrete actions in the coming months to press for the implementation of UN Security Council resolution 425, and for the water of the Litani river to be left to the  Lebanese people."

XIII. STATEMENT ON SRI LANKA
The Sri Lanka Section of WILPF believes that equal attention be paid to the problems and grievances of the people in the Asia Pacific Region which has more than two-thirds of the world’s population.

All countries in the region are sadly affected by potential causes of conflict such as the presence of multinationals, structural adjustments policies of international financial institutions, internal conflicts and civil war fomented by outside powers. When more than half the world’s population live in abject poverty, the realization of a secure and sustainable development and world order becomes impossible. We do not believe that global security can be achieved as long as Asia Pacific remains a centre of turmoil and conflict.

The conflict in Sri Lanka has resulted in the violation of human rights of people by both LTTE and government. The LTTE had imposed an authoritarian, military rule upon the people of Jaffna, resulting in the suppression of human rights and democratic freedoms.

A large section of the Tamil people living in affluent countries abroad, contribute willingly or unwillingly to swell the coffers of LTTE. Together with the wealth amassed from various sources, LTTE is able to prolong the war. Those who contribute directly or indirectly are responsible for much of our human suffering. They are not peace makers but war mongers.

We are opposed to the ongoing war in Sri Lanka which causes immense suffering to the people of this nation. It is imperative that the LTTE must renounce all forms of violent activities and desist from violence to allow for negotiations with the Government.
XIV. RESOLUTION ON SRI LANKA
The WILPF International Executive Committee, meeting in Sri Lanka 5-8 August 1996, 

Calls upon the government of Sri Lanka to take all necessary measures to end the war and to create an enabling environment for the LTTE to come to the negotiating table.

Calls upon the government of Sri Lanka to remove the media censorship, and uphold the freedom of expression and the right to information.

Appeals to the Government to take steps towards the implementation of the proposals for the effective devolution of power while maintaining the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka as a unitary state, and to take all necessary legal and practical measures without further delay.

Urges all the country's political parties to extend support to the efforts to resolve this conflict through peaceful means.

Appeals to the LTTE to give serious consideration to the proposals for devolution of power and join the democratic process.

Calls upon all WILPF sisters to bring pressure on LTTE as well as government to desist from deliberately attacking civilian targets and 

Urges them to condemn all acts of terrorism without hesitation and to lobby their respective governments to close LTTE offices in their countries, some of which operate under the guise of human rights organizations.

IEC LONDON, 1997
I. RESOLUTION: ON ARGENTINE
The wilpf at its 1997 meeting of the International Executive Committee in London, demands clarification and report on the death of José Luis Cabezas and Teresa Rodríguez. Jose Luis Cabezas, a journalist, was killed and his body burned in January 1997 and Teresa Rodrigues, was killed during a demonstration in the South of Argentine. Both were active human rights defenders. Many people in Argentine are shocked about these murders and are campaigning to end the persecution and deaths of citizens who work in defense of human rights. There have been too many years of tortures, deaths and forced disappearances. 

WILPF call’s on your government to take responsibility for the preservation of the life of all your people.
II. RESOLUTION: ON THE MIDDLE EAST
a) We the members of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Hoddesdon, England, August 1-8, are distressed that the peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority have come to an dangerous halt.  This situation can lead the entire region into further disaster.

We call on you and your government to take immediate steps that are necessary to implement the agreements already reached and to resume the peace negotiations.  Only when both sides sit together and seriously consider the aspirations of both peoples can we hope for a just peace.  Only with peace can we  bring a measure of security to all the people in the region and put an end to violence and the loss of life.

b) We are shocked by the Israeli government’s notification to close the offices of Palestinian organizations in Jerusalem including the office of the Palestinian section of WILPF. This act is in violation of international law. 

We call on the Israeli government to cancel this action and let the Palestinian organizations work unhampered as it is their right.

c) The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom held its International Executive Meeting in London, 31 July - 8 August 1998.

It is deeply shocked by the Israeli bombardments of South Lebanon and the Bequaa Valley, killing innocent civilians. We urge once again the Israeli government to cease these deadly incursions and implement United Nations Security Council Resolution 424 which is the only way to have peace in the region.

III. RESOLUTION: ON THE EMBARGO AGAINST CUBA
As called for the wilpf’s 1995 Congress in Helsinki we reiterate our demand that the US government lift the embargo against Cuba and establish normal trade and diplomatic relations. 

We urge our sections to lobby their governments to refuse every attempt by the US. to coerce them to join the US trade embargo.

The UN General Assembly has overwhelmingly and repeatedly condemned Washington’s illegal, inhumane policy toward Cuba.

A letter was sent to President Clinton from the International office

IV. RESOLUTION: ON THE US SUBCRITICAL (HYDRO  NUCLEAR ) TEST IN THE NEVADA DESERT
The International Executive Committee Meeting  2-8 August 1997 in London, UK urges the United States to stop at once the hydro nuclear subcritical tests at the Nevada Test Site.

The tests have provoked protests from all around the world.  The mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the two cities totally destroyed by the first atomic bombs in the last days of World War II, urged the United States to stop the planned test series immediately.  “This might lead to a new nuclear arms race.” Mr. Takashi Hiraoka, mayor of Hiroshima said.

Though the US Department of Energy declares the subcritical tests as not falling under provisions of the 1996 CTBT, it is a clear violation of at least Chapter VI of the NPT demanding the nuclear power states to totally disarm all nuclear weapons.

V. RESOLUTION: ON COLOMBIA
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Executive Committee at Hoddesdon, United Kingdom, 1-8 August 1997, expresses its deep concern over the continued grave violations of human rights in Colombia. These include forced displacement of peasants, disappearing of people, torture and assassinations on a wide scale that are documented information received and have been reported directly to fact-finding missions sent by WILPF to the country. They have not been denied by government officials and elected local authorities met by members of the WILPF missions. 

We deplore the arming of civilians in some regions of the country for the purpose of “enforcing peace” to make the areas safe for foreign investment. This will only aggravate the current grave situation Peace cannot be enforced with the point of a gun, but by removing the causes that underlie the distressing human rights situation in the country, thus creating a climate to trust that is conducive to economic and social development. 

We call on the Government of Colombia to take the necessary steps in this direction. We further call on the Government to give its full cooperation to the Director of the Office of the United Nations High commissioner for Human Rights in Bogota to enable her to report fully on the human rights situation in Colombia to the 1998 session of the UN Commission on Human Rights. 

27TH CONGRESS, BALTIMORE, 1998
I. IRAQ
The Women International League for Peace and Freedom reaffirms the resolution passed by the 25th WILPFís International Congress held in Bolivia in 1992 on Iraq.

In addition, we call upon the participants of the 28th WILPF’s International Congress held in the US on 24-31 July 1998, to urge the UN and the UN Security Council to immediately stop the sanctions against Iraq.

We call upon all sections, particularly the US section, to contact their representatives in their Parliaments and at Congress to vote against sanctions on Iraq.

We also call on all WILPF Congress participants to give out information in Universities and the media on the situation of Iraq.

II. KOSOVO
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom at its International Congress in Baltimore, USA, 24-31 July 1998

Expresses its support for a peaceful political solution to the Kosovo conflict by official negotiations between all parties involved under the auspices of international observers, including peace NGOs.

We ask for an immediate and constructive resolution for this crisis in order to implement peace by respecting the rights of all ethnic groups on an equal basis.

We call for an immediate halt to all violence, especially violence against the civilian population, and in particular, violence against women and children.

We call for the continuation and increase of humanitarian assistance.

We call for the permission to establish local and national NGOs in particular women’s NGOs.

Finally, we call on the media to give the public an open, truthful and realistic picture of the ongoing situation in the region.

III. LESBIAN HUMAN RIGHTS
In recognition of the social conditions and legislative injustices that deny full human rights to lesbians and

In recognition that lesbians have been forced to flee their countries of origin due to lesbian oppression and, therefore, are deserving of refugee status and all rights accorded by the United Nation’s conventions and other government instruments relating to refugees and

In accordance with WILPF aims and principles:

The League will act to intervene in order to eliminate discrimination and prejudice against lesbian.

In addition, WILPF will support initiatives at local, national and international levels which ensure full human rights for lesbians.

In taking action, WILPF additionally resolves to seek information and network with lesbians and lesbian organizations so that actions taken are culturally appropriate.

IV. COLOMBIA
Whereas Colombia has for many years suffered a high level of violence, which in recent years has taken the form of paramilitary violence with input from military officers who have received training in the School of Americas;

Whereas in recent years more Colombians have received training at the School of the Americas than from any other Latin American country;

Whereas the high level of political violence springs from fundamental structural flaws in the Colombian economy and society where a very small percentage of Colombian citizens own an overwhelming monopoly of the country’s abundant wealth;

Whereas the U.S. government under the guise of the War on Drugs has provided millions of dollars worth of military equipment to the Colombian Army and Police;

Whereas there is evidence that a substantial part of U.S. assistance has gone not to stop drug-trafficking but for a counter-insurgency campaign by the Colombian military, working with known drug-traffickers.

Whereas WILPF is an international women’s NGO working for human rights has been under verbal attacks by the military.

Therefore be it resolved:

1). That the U.S. government immediately end military assistance to Colombia.

2). That all future U.S. aid to Colombia be conditioned upon guarantees of protection of human rights according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

3). That all WILPF Sections put pressure on their governments to urge the Colombian government to demand adequate protection of human rights workers and to stop the dirty war to the Colombian people.

4). Reject the Colombian military’s characterization of WILPF Colombia and urge sections to contact our sisters in Colombia to show solidarity.

V. SUPPORT OF CUBA’S SOVEREIGNTY AND SELF-DETERMINATION
Whereas Cuba’s people-centered social and economic development is a model of resistance to globalization;

Whereas the US-Helms Burton Law further tightens the economic and information blockade against Cuba with the harshest impacts falling on women and children;

 Whereas the US embargo denies Cuba’s right to choose their own economic, political and social systems;

 Whereas the US Helms-Burton and Torricelli laws also violate the sovereignty of all nations that wish to trade with Cuba;

 Whereas WILPF has consistently stood fast in solidarity with the women and people of Cuba, continues to working to end the US embargo in all sections;

 Whereas WILPF created and ratified a Women’s Peace and Justice Treaty of the Americas at our 1992 International Congress in Bolivia which calls for an end of the economic blockade of Cuba;

 Be it, therefore, resolved that WILPF urge activities in solidarity with the Cuban people in observance of International Women’s Day on 8 March 1999;

 Be it further resolved that the women of WILPF deepen our solidarity with the women and people of Cuba through delegations to and from Cuba, exchanges, sister city projects and sister branches and participation in the international women’s solidarity conferences.

VI. JUSTICE AND AGAINST THE IMPUNITY IN ARGENTINA AND CHILE
WILPF in its 28th International Congress in Baltimore on 24-31 July supports the trials taking place before the Central Courts under Judge D. Baltasar Garzon y D. Manuel Garcia Castellon for the crimes of terrorism and genocide which occurred during the military dictatorship in Chile and Argentina.

 WILPF reaffirms its respect for human rights and calls for justice for the victims of crimes of terrorism and that those responsible for the crimes be punished.

VII. INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S RIGHTS
Whereas, the indigenous peoples of the world who have lived for thousands of years before the invasions of their lands brought genocide, expropriation of their lands, and suppression of their languages, customs, culture and religion;

 Whereas, the indigenous peoples were forced to live in bleak areas where they endured many hardships, such as poverty, unemployment, and abject living conditions;

 Whereas, in many cases governments made many treaties with the indigenous nations, only to break them when it suited their purposes, trampling on the sovereignty of these Nations;

 Whereas, the earth, air, water and food supply, which for thousands of years were treated by the indigenous peoples with consideration, have become ravaged, polluted and poisoned as a result of the profit motives of business with the collusion of government, resulting in disease and death of animal and vegetable species, including the human species; and

 Whereas, the governments have shown no respect for the burial grounds and other sacred sites of indigenous peoples, making plans to bury extremely toxic radioactive waste in holy places;

 Therefore, be it resolved that the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at their International Congress in Baltimore, USA on 24-31 July 1998, go on record, as part of their opposition to racism, to condemn these actions cited above by a campaign to ed&#0;ucate their membership to resist these racist manifestations in everyday life, and replace it with a show of dignity, and

 Be it resolved that this education include the true history of the conquest and colonization of indigenous peoples and their recent degradation, and

 Be it resolved that this education include information about the Kari-Oca Declaration and the Indigenous Peoples’ Earth Charter, and

 Be it resolved that this message be spread worldwide to all the media, to schools and other educational institutions, including those of churches and governments in the world, to begin to redress injustices and instill respect for all, and

 Be it further resolved that this resolution be taken to the appropriate committees of the United Nations for consideration.
VIII. ALGERIA
WILPF demands that all government repression against the citizens of Algeria be stopped and that the murders carried out by the armed AGI be terminated immediately.

 In accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, freedom of the press, of expression, and of organization should be observed and an independent judicial system should be established, free and democratic legislative elections must be held, and the equality of men and women must be recognized before the law. Likewise, the family code must be repealed as a violation of rights.

 We further demand that the IMF debt of US$26 million be rescinded without conditions; that France lift restrictions imposed on the free movement of Algerian citizen; that military and financial support from whatever source to armed groups be stopped; that the alleged US$36 billion obtained through corruption by Algerian businessmen and multinational corporations be returned to the Algerian people.

 We urge European countries to look favorably on the entry of Algerians.

We ask all sections of WILPF to:

 1. educate members on the above matters, including American interest in the region, especially concerning oil;

 2. support tours by Algerian women to speak about the conditions of women in Algeria in all sections and branches of WILPF; and

 3. create actions and lobby to end the massacres.

IX. BURMA
Whereas, the nation of Burma (also known as Myanmar) has institutionalized torture and rape as political instruments, has embarked upon a campaign of forcible relocation, forced labor and slavery, the persecution of ethnic minorities and other human rights violations, all designed to deny the majority of the population the right to life, liberty, and equality and has denied to the people of Burma the right to participate in the political process, the right to benefit from the fair and equitable system of justice and the right to exercise fairly their economic rights; and

 Whereas, the military regime that controls Burma is attempting to enhance its standing in the international community and to increase the flow of foreign money and investment in Burma through the use of economic incentive that are based in part upon the forcible relocation, forced labor and slavery of its people and;

 Whereas, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the first state in the union to pass a selective purchasing law prohibiting the state to conduct business with companies that contribute to this atrocity; and

 Whereas, opposition (in the form of law suits) has mounted on two fronts to repeal all selective purchasing laws: one from companies doing business (which has the support of corporate America with the creation of two coalitions-USA Engage and the National Foreign Trade Council) in Burma and the other from the European Commission.

Resolved

 That all WILPF sections promote and preserve selective purchasing laws that prevent municipalities at any governmental level from purchasing goods, services or commodities from any corporation that does business in the nation of Burma;

Resolved

 To encourage especially the European WILPF sections to lobby the European Commission not to proceed with bringing the suit before the World Trade Organization and to promote the idea of selective purchasing laws within countries outside the US.

X. TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Trafficking in women and children and sexual exploitation is violence against women and children and an infringement of the human rights of women and children. WILPF calls for vigorous action against purchasers and traffickers, without penalizing the women themselves.

XI. UNESCO

The 27th Triennial Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting July 24-31, 1998 in Baltimore, USA

 Acknowledges that in the aftermath of World War II, intellectual and diplomatic leaders from around the world founded the United Nations Economic, Social and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and gave the Organisation the mandate of building the defences of peace in the minds of men and women. It is not enough, they argued, to base peace on economic and political agreements but it must be founded upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of humanity;

 Calls upon the United States of America to rejoin UNESCO and take up its place in the community of nations contributing to a Culture of Peace.

 Calls upon the US Section of WILPF to campaign and lobby their government to rejoin UNESCO.
XII. PAYMENT OF UN DUES
The 27th Triennial Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting July 24-31, 1998 in Baltimore, USA

Realising that the UN depends on assessed contributions from Member States under the terms of its 1945 Charter and that the Organization has never been given authority to borrow from commercial institutions. Instead it relies on countries to honour their treaty obligations to pay their membership dues in full and on time,

 Aware that each country’s contribution is calculated, according to a formula approved by all Member States, on the basis of its share of the world economy and ability to pay;

 Deeply concerned that as of 15 March 1998, Member States owe the United Nations a total of $2.97 billion for current and past assessments. The United States owes the UN $1.6 billion for past and current assessments, over half of the total due. This includes $671 million for the regular budget and $958 million for peacekeeping;

 Calls upon all states, in particular the United States of America to pay its UN dues immediately and without condition.
IEC BERLIN, 2000

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000 resolved that, 

Whereas the multilateral discussions on regional security agreements, including all countries in the Middle East, were discontinued in 1995 because of Egypt's refusal to continue discussion because of Israel maintaining its policy of "nuclear ambiguity";

Whereas many countries in the regional have declared and undeclared weapons of mass destruction - biological, chemical and nuclear - as well as delivery vehicles, or appear to be developing such, leading to increased hazards of war and unspeakable destruction;

Whereas Israel's continued nuclear weapons programme poses a threat of accident, contamination, and calamity to Israel itself and the region, and is a spur to the arms race in the Middle East;

Aware that Israel and the United States were the only two votes in the United Nations against reaffirmation of the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space Treaty, indicating an alliance in the "weaponization" of space, adding a new and dangerous dimension to the Middle East arms race;

Whereas the International Court of Justice in The Hague ruled in 1997 that nuclear weapons are generally illegal under international humanitarian law;

Whereas Mordechai Vanunu continues to be imprisoned;

Whereas the Israeli government is unwilling to engage in the recently held Knesset debate on nuclear policy; and

Whereas the New Agenda Coalition at the Review Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty called for unequivocal actions by the nuclear weapons states for the elimination of such weapons, 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom:

Add its voice to the calls for reconvening the multilateral discussion for the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction from the Middle East, including weapons in space and, in particular, calls on Israel to associate itself with the New Agenda Coalition for the elimination of nuclear weapons, and to become an active signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, and, as a sign of this policy, to release from prison Mordechai Vanunu.

I. Arms sales to the Middle East 
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000 resolved that, 

Whereas the Israeli government is acquiring and developing its nuclear arsenal such as the Jericho missile program at a cost of two billion dollars, of which 60% is funded by the United States;

Whereas the United States proposes to supply Israel with Tomahawk Cruise missiles and other such armament as part of the Israeli-Syrian Peace Treaty;

Whereas most of the US aid to Israel and other Middle East countries is given with an obligation for the receiving country to spend the aid money in the United States acquiring weaponry;

Whereas Israel's nuclear arsenal of allegedly more than 200 nuclear weapons is prompting other nations in the region to acquire weapons of mass destruction in order to counter the deadly threats by Israeli nuclear weapons; and

Whereas it has been shown that military escalation will not bring peace to the Middle East, and that funds spent on weapons could be used for construction of a just and viable peace through the reconstruction of war-devastated areas,

Therefore, be it resolved that:

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Calls upon President Clinton and the government of the United States, as well as the heads of state and governments of the Middle East countries to halt the arms trade in the Middle East and redirect resources toward the fulfillment of human needs such as health care, education, conflict resolution, creative technologies for sharing water, land, resources, and developing means of subsistence in desert land, protecting the environment. 

We call upon all heads of state and governments to consider the real problems of survival that will be caused by nuclear waste pollution, the lack of water, and the lack of autonomous, sustainable, economies based on people's need.

 

II. Israeli settlements in the occupied territories
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Reaffirms the WILPF document, "Breaking the Barriers to Peace" known as the "Cyprus Document" of March 25-28, 1997. We wish to add the following:

Whereas, since 1967, some 6000 Palestinian homes have been destroyed on the West Bank and in East Jerusalem, some 1800 since 1987, leaving more than 30,000 people homeless, destitute after fleeing in fear and trauma;

Whereas, since 1967, some 300,000 olive and other fruit trees have been uprooted from Palestinian fields, 17,000 in 1998 alone, undermining the Palestinian economy and culture, deeply affecting their economic survival;

Whereas 12 new by-pass highways are currently being constructed as part of a massive system of 29 by-pass roads with restricted access, each of these highways being 50 meters wide with "sanitized" margins of 300 meters width, effectively limiting the growth of Palestinian towns, cities, and villages and preventing the territorial contiguity needed for a viable Palestinian entity linking individual Israeli settlements into "blocs" that surround and swallow Palestinian communities;

Whereas, since 1967, Israel has taken control of 70% of the Occupied Territories and more than one million acres of agricultural land;

Whereas more than 195 settlements have been established on the West Bank with home to 180,000 settlers, 350,000 in all if Israelis living in neighborhoods of Jerusalem beyond the green line are counted;

Whereas, despite international resolutions, Israel has continuously appropriated Palestinian lands dangerously undermining the Peace Process and making peace less and less viable; and

Whereas Israel refuses to recognize the binding nature of human rights covenants to which it is signatory as they relate to its actions in the Occupied Territories, and uses intimidation, closures, collective punishment, denial of residency, the rights of work, and the criminalization of Palestinian daily life, all of which is a violation of the human rights of the Palestinian people and the fourth Geneva Convention,

Decides to take effective actions to implement the recommendations contained in the "Cyprus Document", and calls in particular on the US Section to take action in view of the fact that the above-mentioned Israeli policies are executed in part through the misuse of US tax dollars.

III. Lebanon
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000,

Welcomes the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon, thus implementing Security Council Resolution 425; 

Calls on Israel to supply the UN with maps of the mines it placed in South Lebanon to enable to halt the death they cause to dozens of people every week.

Statement 

I. Right of Return of Palestinian Refugees
The Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Berlin 31 July to 4 August 2000 reaffirms the statement it adopted at its meeting in Costa Rica, 2-6 August 1999, calling for the implementation of UN General Assembly resolution 194 (III) which guarantees the return of the Palestinian refugees to their homes and for compensation to be paid for the property of those who, under the principles of

international law, should be compensated by Israel. the responsible government.

 

II. Iraq
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Reaffirms its resolution on Iraq adopted by the 27th WILPF Congress in 1998 in Baltimore, USA, which called on all Sections, particularly the US Section, to contact their legislations to vote for the lifting of the sanctions by the Security Council.
Statement

 

I. Violation of Indigenous rights in Norway

Northern Norway is a strategically important part of NATO's area, bordering on Russia and with a long coastline along the Barents Sea close to the Polar regions. Norway has no permanent military bases on its territory. In order to avoid provoking the Soviet Union, NATO military activities were not permitted in the areas closest to the common border during the Cold War. However, large mountainous areas further to the west have been used for large annual NATO training exercises, involving several thousand military personnel from many countries. Heavy tanks and other vehicles have invaded small local communities for several weeks while simulating battles between the "invaders" and the "defenders". The main training areas cover several hundred square kilometres. This area, Troms County, has the most military installations in Norway, entailing much needed local employment in a largely non-industrialized area. In addition the mountain areas of Troms County is traditionally reindeer herding country. WILPF Norway has for many years supported the complaints from the local population over the intrusion, noise and pollution from these military activities. We have also supported the protests from the Sami families who see their traditional areas reduced because of "security" restrictions on movement. 

Following the fall of the Berlin Wall there is common agreement that the potential threat of a military invasion from Russia no longer exists. However, rather than cutting down on military exercises and use of Sami land for military purposes, the Norwegian Parliament has accepted to combine the two major training territories by a transport area 1 km wide and 70 km long. According to all Sami institutions this enlargement threatens the very existence of reindeer herding in this area because it will destroy the pastures of all the local reindeer-herding Samis. 

In addition, this is a clear violation of Norwegian obligations in relation to international conventions on the rights of indigenous peoples. The Sami organizations have raised legal protests and are prepared to take the case to international institutions, but the military wants to start constructing the track before the legal questions have been sorted out. The Norwegian Government must say no to this demand.

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Supports the Norwegian Section of WILPF’s protest against NATO's use of Sami reindeer land for military purposes and calls on the Norwegian government to wait for legal procedures to be terminated and to ultimately honour the wishes of the Sami.

 

II. Justice in Chile

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

 

Confirms its conviction that it is not possible to reach reconciliation, true and lasting peace or future progress in a society where injustice continues for those who have already suffered, while those responsible for violations of human rights have impunity. 

Whereas the Chilean governments claims to enforce the process of reconciliation among the people of Chile; 

Whereas Oriana Alcayaga Zepeda’s father was arrested and executed without a trial or any other judicial process, on the orders of the military junta’s leader A.Pinochet in 1973 when Oriana was only 12 years old;

Whereas the efforts of Oriana Alcayaga Zepeda’s family to obtain justice were met by the representatives of the dictatorships’ administration with mockery, harassment and threats;

Whereas the consequences of Oriana Alcayaga Zepeda’s involvement in a forbidden organization fighting for social justice and refusing to accept the impunity of the dictatorship’s criminals were prosecution, arrest, torture and a 6 year sentence of imprisonment for the possession of a hand gun by a military court in accordance with military law five years after the civilian government was installed; and the prosecution still calling for a life-imprisonment for assault of a policeman; 

Whereas Oriana Alcayaga Zepeda also faces charges by a civilian court to 15 years in prison for belonging to a forbidden organization; and

Whereas Oriana, the mother of 5 children, has been in prison since 1995,

 

WILPF demands that Chilean government and the Chilean Authorities within the judicial establishment re-establish civilian law, break the cycle of injustice and save the younger generation from the consequences of the military dictatorship’s terror by:

Immediately releasing Oriana Alcayaga Zepeda and all other political prisoners from prison, giving them and their families compensation for their suffering, invalidating all sentences handed down by military courts, and guaranteeing every citizen their legal rights and equal rights before the law and guaranteeing independent and impartial trials in civilian courts.

Statement

I. The Situation in the Balkan Region

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Executive session in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, expresses extreme concern about the situation in the Balkan region, the gravity of which particularly affects the most vulnerable parts of the population such as women and children. As women, we are concerned that the global community still resolves regional conflicts by bombings and the use of boycotts.

We request the OSCE States to take such steps that guarantee the human rights of all people living in the Balkan region, and to immediately lift all boycotts and sanctions imposed on the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, with the exception of military equipment, and end the supply of arms to all in the region.

This demand is addressed particularly to those nations who have, with the bombing attacks by the NATO forces, contributed to the worsening of the situation in the region. The NATO member states must take responsibility for the consequences of the attacks, which had grave effects on the stability of the region. Economic stability and democracy can only be restored by support from and integration into international non-military institutions and the strengthening of civil society. 

 

II. Depleted Uranium

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Deplores the use of depleted uranium munitions by NATO in Kosovo and Serbia and by the USA and UK in Iraq that are pyrogenic and ignite on impact, are radiologically and chemically toxic weapons that are primarily alpha emitters with beta and gamma decay products with a half life of 4.5 billion years, 

Understands that after detonation, DU weapons produce very small, volatile and "ceramic" particles of uranium oxide which release long term, low level radiation in the human organism and system, in which they remain for many years; 

Recognizes that the use of these weapons is illegal under existing international humanitarian law because they fail the four main tests of weapons under international humanitarian law: temporal (continues after war), environmental (soil and water contamination), humaneness (unnecessary suffering beyond that required for military purposes) and affecting non-combatants under the Martens Clause;

Believing that because depleted uranium weapons are also chemically toxic, they are illegal under existing treaties against poisonous weapons;

Demands the immediate cessation of the manufacture, sale and use of these weapons in maneuvers and in war situations worldwide;

Demands that countries that have used these weapons take financial and moral responsibility for de-contaminating the areas in which the munitions have been used;

Demands that the UN Sub-Commission on Human Rights take up the use of DU weapons as a blatant violation of human rights;

Demands also that those countries guarantee life time health care for all those civilian populations in Kosovo, Serbia and Iraq potentially affected, as well as veterans of several nationalities in the Gulf War and those active in Kosovo;

Deplores the denial by authorities of the danger caused by low-level radiation exposure to internalized radio nuclides linked to depleted uranium, which only serves to perpetuate the nuclear power and weapons industry. Such denial is reinforced by the inability of the World Health Organisation to properly investigate the health effects of radiation due to the 1959 agreement it has with the International Atomic Energy Agency;

Insists on the immediate provision of information on protective measures in the languages of those populations potentially affected, focusing on prevention of inhalation and ingestion of re-suspended radioactive insoluble particles;

Insists on the immediate commencement of long-term epidemiological studies of all affected populations, and biological studies on all plants and animals affected, paid for by those countries that have used the weapons.

 

III. National Missile Defence 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Recalls its numerous resolutions and policy statements adopted since 1945 on the urgent need for nuclear disarmament and its protests against the "Star Wars" system proposed by the United States of America during the height of the Cold War; 

Condemns the reemergence of the "Star Wars" project by the US administration, misleadingly renamed as "National Missile Defence", a system which violates the spirit and the letter of the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty and lays the groundwork for an offensive space-based weapons system threatening an arms race reminiscent of the "Cold War";

Convinced that the plans for National Missile Defence are merely the beginning of a much larger project including the High Aerial Auroral Research Project (HAARP), and those outlined by the US Space Command for "full spectrum dominance" of space through militarizing the heavens which represents a gross violation of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty; 

Outraged that a government representing 4% of the global population, that already dominates, exploits and consumes a hugely disproportionate percentage of the worlds resources, would consider it their right to militarily dominate outer space in blatant violation of the spirit and letter of many international laws, treaties and covenants; 

Concerned that the July 20, 2000 test of the US NMD cost 100 million dollars and that the entire NMD project is estimated to cost in excess of 60 billion over the 2000 - 2010 period, funds that the US population desperately needs to overcome gross poverty, as well as to meet basic health and educational needs; 

Concerned that tests have already caused environmental damage in the Pacific and that they reinforce colonial domination of the region by the United States of America;

Concerned that the globus two raydomes installed in Norway close to the Russian border is part of NMD plans, as is the Pine Gap base in Australia and the Menwith Hill base in the UK;

Extremely concerned that the international community has repeatedly opposed the proposed NMD project, especially Russia and China, both countries having indicated dire consequences if the AMB Treaty is scrapped; 

Convinced that the criteria set by President Clinton have proven the case for abandoning the National Missile Defence system due to excessive cost, test failure and perceptions of threat not grounded in reality; 

Outraged that very few women weapons experts and none of the wider peace movement are represented in the decision making process and that a consultation process has been totally absent;

Demands that President Clinton completely abandon the NMD project, also known as "Star Wars";

Calls on all sections of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom to support the October 7, 2000 International Day of Action called by the Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space; and

Calls on all WILPF Sections, especially the sections in the USA, UK, Norway, Denmark, New Zealand and Australia which are especially implicated in the US network in the already established ground terminals for the space based infra red laser systems, to protest and oppose the NMD project and the involvement of facilities in their countries.

 

Statement 

I. Textile Factory Workers 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, is extremely concerned at the closure without notice of the factory "Trajes Internacionales", in Costa Rica, leaving more than one hundred women and men unemployed with no social security.

We urge the Minister of Labour and Social Security, Mr. Victor Morales to ensure that the Costa Rican constitution and labour laws are respected in this situation in order to ensure the workers receive their lost salaries and social benefits.

 

II. Colombia

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000,

Considering:

That the root causes which gave rise to the resolution "Colombia, a country at war" adopted and implemented by WILPF at the IEC meeting in Costa Rica in 1999;

That the situation presented in this resolution not only continues, but the human rights violations and the violations of international humanitarian law have worsened as a result of the intensification of the internal armed conflict, as has been recognized by the United Nations through the report and recommendations presented to the Colombian government by Mrs. Mary Robinson, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights;

That in spite of the recommendations presented by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Government of Colombia has shown no political will to protect the life, honour, or property of Colombian citizens;

That, to the contrary, the imminent implementation of the "Plan Colombia" by the Colombian and United States governments, a plan imposed without consultation, unilateral and anti-democratic, is designed as an investment in war and not in peace;

That as a consequence of the imminent implementation of this plan, there may well be more violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, such as internal forced displacement which has in recent times affected more than two million people, including loss of life, property, and the destruction of the social fabric of the organized communities;

That the internal forced displacement in Colombia has constituted a true humanitarian emergency, becoming one of the largest populations of displaced people in the world at the present time;

That of this displaced population more than 50% are women and children;

That the rights of women and girl children are an inalienable and indivisible part of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

That as a consequence of the imminent implementation of "Plan Colombia", the illegal parties may well renew and escalate their acts of war, kidnapping for ransom as one of their forms of financing arms traffic and traffic in illegal substances;

That forced disappearances continue, along with forced displacement, targeted massacres (over 400 massacres during 1999 and 2000 to date) in which women are being used as pawns of war to injure and inflict degradation on the enemy;

That the crime of genocide continues unpunished;

That at the present time there are more than 2000 citizens who are being held by kidnappers, among them 120 children; 

That as a consequence of the current internal armed conflict, respect for natural resources, especially those within the lands of indigenous peoples, and respect for their ancestral customs and their communities is being violated, with a consequent loss of their cultural and territorial heritage, violence which threatens these communities with physical extinction;

That as a consequence of the "war on drugs" their territories are being continually fumigated, their food and their sources of water poisoned by the attacks on illegal crops which are being grown illegally on their ancestral land by actors in the conflict; 

That the "Plan Colombia" will be carried out on their lands;

That the capitalist logic of multinational companies, such as OXY of Colombia which plans to extract the "blood of our mother earth" from the U’wa community, continues to violate the land rights of this community which is resisting heroic ally, in spite of assassinations targeted against their people, including children, and has threatened to engage in collective suicide as an extreme form of resistance to defend their land and culture;

That there are large scale hydroelectric infrastructure projects and projects along the Pacific which threaten the territories of the Embera Katio minority; and

That the Afro-Colombian people make up a great part of the displaced population and that their lands are being occupied by the actors in the war, as well as by the multinational lumber companies,

Resolves to

Condemn the violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law by armed organizations and by agents of the Colombian government;

Reject the "Plan Colombia", and call on all sections of WILPF to encourage their governments to oppose the Plan Colombia;

Call on the United Nations and on the European Union to continue and increase its commitment to give political and financial support to the office of the High Commission for Human Rights in Colombia in order that it may effectively carry out its duties extended to it by the UN Commission on Human Rights; 

Demand that the Colombian Government and the United Nations implement effective policies for the protection of human rights and international humanitarian law;

Demand that the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights investigate violations of human rights and international humanitarian law such as: the selective massacres, including that of women such as that in Salado Bolivar in March of this year, kidnappings, extortion, and forced disappearances;

Demand that the Colombian Government and the United Nations respect and fulfill the provisions of the national constitution and the international agreements on the protection of ethnic minorities and of Afro-Colombians.

 

Statement 

I. Diamonds and Armed Conflict

 The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, supports the position of the international community regarding the sale of illicitly extracted diamonds from areas of armed conflict such as Sierra Leone. The sale of illicitly extracted diamonds is fueling the war in Sierra Leone, causing gross human rights abuses such as the displacement of women and children, maiming of people, looting, burning of houses and raping of women.

We demand that the perpetrators of these atrocities be brought to justice and that all diamonds from Sierra Leone be certificated by the legitimate government of the country.

 

II. Turkey and the situation of the Kurds

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, 

Considering that the PKK (Party of Kurdish Workers) decided to change its struggle from a "guerrilla" strategy to a definitive renouncement of violence in September 1998;

Considering that the continuing disembarkment of clandestine Kurdish refugees in Southern Italy is an unequivocal sign of a local crisis in eastern Turkey;

Demands that the Turkish government will not execute Abdullah Ocalan and that it improves his jail conditions;

Calls on every section to support the Kurdish Peace Proposal demanding a democratic and pluralistic Turkey without any ethnic demarcations for the Kurds; and

Requests the UN Sub-Commission on Human Rights in Geneva to appoint a Special Rapporteur on the situation of the Kurds, with specific attention to that of Kurdish women. 

Policy Statement
Peru

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Executive Committee, meeting in Berlin, July 31 - August 4, 2000, expresses its deep concern about the reported brutality used by the police and other "security forces" in Lima, Peru in recent weeks, namely that women participating at a women’s peaceful march in Lima, Peru on 27 June 2000, demanding the restoration of democracy, were brutally repressed by the police, and many of them sustained injury and shock. Also that women, men and children participating at the July 26-28, 2000 peaceful protest action held in response to the confirmation of Mr. Fujimori as President were also attacked by police forces and that six workers were killed. 

We condemn the use of violence and support the demand of WILPF Peru that an independent investigation team be formed. International experts are needed due to the judiciary and police in Peru being subordinated to the National Intelligence System, which is suspected of instigating the violent acts, mentioned above.

We support people’s organizations working to restore democracy by peaceful means in Peru. Economic globalization, unemployment, poverty and the absence of democracy must be reversed in order to avoid an increased confrontation and polarization between groups of people in Peru. 

Resolutions and Statements passed by the IEC 2000 from the Pre IEC International Seminar

 

The Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Berlin from 31 July to 4 August 2000, adopted the following resolutions and statements transmitted to it by the International Seminar on the Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance — Essential for a Culture of Peace, held in the same city from 26 to 29 July 2000:

I. Palestine

The International Seminar on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance - Essential for a Culture of Peace, understands that the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is not like any other conflict. The Palestinians and Israelis are two people fighting over the same land, over water, for the right to live a normal life, but with very unequal strength.

Above and around and inside Arab villages in the West Bank are Jewish settlements built in violation of international law. In some cases they are built on the ruins of demolished Arab homes.

Israel has tried to destroy the territorial integrity of Palestine by creating barriers between Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza Strip as separate parts, and Palestinians, living in the West Bank must have permission to go to the Gaza Strip. The checkpoints are there and

elsewhere.

Palestinian waters are taken. The Palestinian villages and towns have 20% of the fresh water and the rest goes to Israel.

Jerusalem is very important to the Palestinians both Christian and Moslem, but they must get permission every time they want to go there. Many of them are refugees and want to have the right to return to their homes which their parents were forced to leave.

Palestinians want the right to live in peace in their land, the land of their ancestors. They want to live as human beings with dignity, and achieve the sovereign state of Palestine.

This seminar calls on WILPF to support the Palestinians in their efforts to end this conflict, and continue to work for the implementation of all relevant UN resolutions. We ask for the support of the United Nations and the European Union. The Palestinians have a right to their state on the basis of the borders before the 1967 war. 

 

II. Chernobyl 

The International Seminar on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance - Essential for a Culture of Peace, held in Berlin 26-29 July 2000, discussed the health consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe.

On the 14th anniversary of the Chernobyl catastrophe, two UN organizations published two contradictory reports - the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR).

WILPF commends the OCHA for its concern for the health consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe. We especially thank Secretary General Kofi Annan for his humane and considerate remarks acknowledging the victims in his foreword to the OCHA report ("Chernobyl, an ongoing catastrophe", UN, New York and Geneva 2000);

We read with bewilderment the conclusions of the UNSCEAR report, "Exposures and Effects of the Chernobyl Accident" (Annex G) 49th Session of UNSCEAR, Vienna, 2-11, May 2000, published in Vienna, UN, New York and Geneva 2000:

Paragraph 362, "No constant relationship was seen between the detected rate of chromosome and chromatic aberrations in children and the level of radioactive ground contamination."

Paragraph 369, "So far, no increase in birth defects, congenital malformations, stillbirths, or premature births could be linked to radiation exposure caused by the accident."

Paragraph 398, "No increase in overall cancer incidence or mortality that could be associated with radiation exposure have been observed... There is no scientific proof of an increase in to"

Paragraph 404, "It is however notable that no increased risk of leukemia, an entity known to appear within 2-3 years after exposure, has been identified more than 10 years after the accident."

Paragraph 406, "Finally from the radiological point of view and based on the assessment of this document, generally positive prospects for the future health of most individuals (from the Chernobyl region) should prevail."

These and other conclusions of the UNSCEAR report contradict the experience of many WILPF members of the Chernobyl victims, and scientists from the affected regions.
WILPF calls for:

- an assessment of the recruitment of the UNSCEAR experts and their possible conflicts of interest including links to the pro-nuclear establishment;

- an independent assessment of the sources and methodology used by the UNSCEAR team by UN experts who are independent of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) whose main objective is "to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world."

WILPF expresses its support for scientists, whose work on the health consequences of the Chernobyl catastrophe and assessment of the extent of the contamination of foodstuff and the human organism, has brought upon them harassment (e.g. Professor V. B. Nesterenko) and imprisonment (e.g. Prof. Hu. I Bandazhevsky).

 

III. Nuclear testing, health and environment

WILPF's International Seminar on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held 26 - 29 July 2000 in Berlin, having discussed the situation regarding the territories affected by French nuclear testing,

Demands the full publication of the secret French medical records detailing the health effects on workers and the population caused by years of nuclear testing in the atmosphere, underground and under water, both in the Sahara as well as Polynesia;

Demands an updated, independent, assessment of the environment (water tables, wells and sand) vegetation and animals in southern Algeria and in Polynesia;

Demands that French Polynesia be re-integrated in the list of Decolonization, as New Caledonia was several years ago.

 

IV. "Plan Colombia"

WILPF's International Seminar on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held 26 - 29 July 2000 in Berlin,

Considering that the war currently being experienced in Colombia has created horrifying violations of human rights of the civilian, noncombatant population and violations of international humanitarian law;

Considering that according to a report presented by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mrs. Mary Robinson, the ethical and racial minorities are part of the Colombian population whose fundamental human rights are being violated. The report of 14 April, 2000 (E/CN.4/2000/11) details that communities are being attacked, leaders are being assassinated, lands and crops are being destroyed, and the population is being subjected to forced displacement, the decimation of people and the jeopardizing of cultural and historic heritage, which are deeply linked to the land; 

Considering that the implementation of "Plan Colombia" by the Colombian government, with funds from the United States of America and other governments, a plan imposed without consultation upon the affected communities, will intensify the violations of their human rights, leading to greater forced displacement, greater losses of lands, and consequent

loss of cultural integrity;

The participants of the International Seminar reject "Plan Colombia" because it is a plan of militarization and the continuation of the anti-drug war. It will increase human rights violations and violations of the rules of international humanitarian law.

We demand that "Plan Colombia" be canceled.

In case "Plan Colombia" is not canceled, the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights should establish permanent monitoring and oversight of the implementation of "Plan Colombia" to ensure that it will not constitute a greater violation of human rights and of international human rights law.

The European Community and all other governments should refrain from becoming involved in the so-called "war on drugs" which is jointly carried out by the Colombian and United States governments through this "Plan Colombia".

V. Burundi

In view of the preparations of signing a peace agreement in Burundi, finalized with the help of the former President of South Africa, Nelson Mandela, the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom supports the principle of equal representation and participation of all groups at all levels of political, economic and decision making structures in Burundi. Tension in Burundi is very high subsequent to the peace treaty, not unlike the situation in Rwanda immediately prior to the genocide. 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom’s International Seminar on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance — Essential for a Culture of Peace, held in Berlin from 26-29 July 2000, having discussed the situation in Burundi, 

Notes with dismay the disproportionate and unequal resources, political importance and action given to countries in conflict in Africa and those elsewhere on the globe, particularly Europe; and 

Calls on the Security Council to: 

Learn from the lessons in Rwanda and pay attention to all early warning signs from the UN system and NGOs, and dispatch in time an adequate peace keeping force including an adequate human rights observer mission, while there is still peace to be kept; 

Ensure that all peace keepers and human rights observers undertake adequate gender and cultural sensitivity training given by women and men from Burundi and that at least 50% of the peace keepers be women;

Ensure an adequate post-conflict reconstruction programme, including disarmament, demobilization and re-integration of combatants;

Call on UNIFEM to continue and increase efforts in advocating women’s full participation in all peace negotiations, conflict prevention, conflict resolution, peace building and post-conflict reconstruction;

Call on UNICEF to continue to increase efforts to address the situation of children in Burundi, especially addressing basic needs and trauma recovery;

Call for the cancellation of Burundi’s debt as an essential way of reducing pressure on the national budget, and call on UNDP to solicit and direct funds to Burundi for poverty alleviation and post conflict reconstruction. 

IEC (IN LIEU OF CONGRESS) GENEVA, 2001
The situation in the Middle East 

I. THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
WILPF International Executive Meeting 2001 is appalled by the tragic and highly dangerous situation in Palestine that the international community has allowed to develop. 

We unreservedly condemn Israel's continuous occupation and siege of the West Bank and Gaza and East Jerusalem, the bombing of Palestinian institutions and assassinations of individuals, the demolition of residential homes and the destruction of agricultural land and installations and of water resources in retaliation for the Palestinians continued resistance against Israel's brutal occupation.

We underline the important responsibility of the United Nations, in particular the Security Council toward the Palestinians. We call on the UN and its Member States to take the necessary actions to uphold international law as it pertains to the Israel Palestine conflict, ensuring the implementation of the relevant UN resolutions and decisions and the Geneva conventions. Such action is critical in laying the foundation for ending the occupation, violence and destruction and entering the cycle of peace.

We urge the United Nations to provide for the immediate international physical protection of the Palestinian people.

We call on the UN Security Council to appoint a Middle East Co-coordinator charged with arranging a Conference on the Middle East with a balanced representation of States, to negotiate terms of a just settlement based on the two-States solution, on other relevant UN resolutions and on international law. Negotiations should include terms of mutual disarmament, extending to the larger region of the Middle East, including Iran, Iraq and all the Gulf States.

WILPF fully supports and reaffirms our position as to Jerusalem. We recognise the state of Palestine within the pre-June 4th 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

II. LEBANON 
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 calls for the international community to put every pressure on Israel to

withdraw immediately from the Shabaa Farms, in the foothills of Mount Hernon, in accordance with Security Council resolution 425;

release unconditionally all the Lebanese detainees in Israeli jails;

provide the Lebanese Army and/or the United Nations troops in South Lebanon (UNIFIL) with maps showing the mines that have been left by Israel after it withdrew from South Lebanon in May 2000;

halt the aggressive and illegal acts such as the violation of the Lebanese sky and bombardments.

Other Regions of Conflict

I. STATEMENT ON COLOMBIA
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 reaffirms all previous resolutions on the situation in Colombia. WILPF deplores the grave and systematic violations of human rights and international law that persist in the country. 

WILPF calls for the full implementation of the recommendations made by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mrs. Mary Robinson in her most recent report (ECN/4/2000/15). 

WILPF supports the call by the President of the 57th UN Commission on Human Rights, Ambassador Despuy for human rights offices to be established throughout Colombia, for the international community to enter the negotiations, the establishment of an independent verification mechanism for the violation of human rights, quick investigations of guilty parties for violations of human rights, a humanitarian accord to lead to a cease fire, greater efforts to suppress paramilitary groups, and the destruction of economic entities that are supporting their efforts.

WILPF reiterates its support for peace negotiations between the government and Colombian guerrilla forces

WILPF calls on the Colombian government to fulfill international treaties and conventions for the protection of fundamental rights of the citizens of Colombia, to fully respect the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

II. MACEDONIA
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 condemns any intervention by NATO in Macedonia and appeals to the United Nations and the Organisation of Security and Cooperation in Europe 

to take steps to control the border between Kosovo and Macedonia, eg. by engaging the REACT team (Rapid Expert Assistance and Cooperation teams), as decided in the OSCE Istanbul Charter (December 1999)

to stop the arms trade and the infiltration of armed forces and 

to bring about an armistice in order to enable the building of institutions and develop laws that will permit all citizens to live together in peace and equality.

III. WOMEN IN AFGHANISTAN
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 calls on the international community to provide humanitarian aid in support of the victimized people of Afghanistan under the Taliban regime, especially women and girl children who are the most cruelly affected.

IV. THE SITUATION IN NEPAL
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 strongly urges an immediate dialogue between the government of Nepal and the leadership of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) to search for a peaceful solution to conflict. 

WILPF strongly urges the government of Nepal to pass legislation that would ensure equal property inheritance rights for females and males, as provided for by Article 15 of the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women, and consensus texts that emerged from the four UN World Conferences on Women

WILPF strongly urges the government of Nepal to immediately take all effective measures to put an end to the growing criminal practice of trafficking in women, and the dowry system. 

V. EAST TIMOR
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 congratulates the East Timorese people on their triumph, in the face of savage oppression during the occupation and applaud their courage in casting their vote for independence, frequently at great personal cost.

WILPF calls on Indonesia 

to cease forthwith all intimidation of the East Timorese hostages in West Timor and allow them safe passage to their homelands, without fear of threats or intimidation, 

WILPF calls on all governments

to advocate for an adequate international mechanism to ensure that those who have committed war crimes in East Timor do not escape with impunity,

to end all forms of military support for and ties with the Indonesian military.

to stop the export of military goods, technology and training to Indonesia;

to cease issuing or honouring export permits for military material and refuse to participate in joint military exercise with Indonesia until all Indonesian military atrocities have ceased and those guilty of crimes against humanity have been tried.

WILPF supports the development of an economic system in East Timor opposed to economic exploitation, a system that is beneficial to the majority of the East Timorese people and that guarantees the protection of the environment in East Timor. 

WILPF further supports an active role of the East Timorese in promoting civil education, including the development of the constitutional process, in particular in the lead up to the elections, supported but not controlled by UNTAET or other international agencies. 

WILPF calls on UNTAET to ensure equitable and fair elections and that the elections be held free of repression and intimidation.

WILPF calls on the international community to guarantee full sovereignty to East Timor, including sovereignty over the resources in the Timor Gap. 

WILPF supports the calls of the East Timorese women's non-governmental community that in the forthcoming elections there should be a significant proportion of women candidates, and that at least 30% of the representatives in the new government should be women.

VI. WEST PAPUA
The present conflict in West Papua (formerly Irian Jaya) is rooted in the so-called "Act of Free Choice" of 1969, which delivered West Papua to Indonesia after the departure of the former Dutch colonizers. This Act was a manipulated process involving only a small portion of the West Papuan population under duress and grave threat if they had voted for independence from Indonesia.

Since 1969, horrific human rights abuses, including rape, long term imprisonment, murder and bloody conflict have taken place and that more than 100,000 West Papuans have died as a result and that human rights violations are increasing. 

WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 supports the political independence for the West Papuan people, and their call for an East Timorese-style ballot in their pursuit of self-determination followed by democratic elections to inaugurate a representative parliament. 

Recognizing that profits from the rich resource extraction in West Papua have not gone to the indigenous people, and that extraction processes have destroyed much of the environment of the indigenous people, WILPF calls for

- economic independence for the West Papuan people and for the development of an economic system in West Papua that is beneficial to the majority of the West Papuan people;

- immediate and adequate international assistance for the Wet Papuan people in order to ensure the continuation of their full access to services such as education, health and housing services;

- in all development projects a guarantee of protection for the environment of West Papua;

Being aware that 

- the territorial integrity and human rights of the West Papuan people have been consistently violated by the TNI over successive Indonesian governments;

- trials are being carried out and independent observers from outside West Papua have not been permitted to witness them;

- transmigration and militarization of West Papuan territory has been purposely and forcibly carried out in order to subdue the indigenous people,

- WILPF condemns the atrocities and human rights violations that have been perpetrated against the West Papuan people and Indonesia's policies of transmigration.

WILPF calls for

- the immediate withdrawal from West Papua of all Indonesian military and their militias;

- that a just peace be brokered using methods of conflict resolution acceptable to the West Papuan people;

- that all forms of military support for and ties with the Indonesian military should cease;

- that the governments of the world should stop the export of military goods, technology and training to the Indonesian military, cease issuing export permits for military material and refuse to participate in joint military exercises with Indonesia until all Indonesian military atrocities have ceased and those guilty of crimes against humanity have been tried;

- that the perpetrators of crimes of violence, including crimes of rape of women and children, be brought to justice through a UN supervised mechanism;

- that those West Papuan refugees, sheltering in Papua New Guinea, be assisted to return to their homeland without fear of intimidation;

- that all Indonesian nationals presently living in West Papua wishing to return to their homelands be assisted with their repatriation;

- that the United Nations monitor and assist with all these processes.

VII. THE SITUATION IN WESTERN SAHARA
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 calls for the protection of the human rights of the Western Saharan peoples and for a free, fair and United Nations monitored referendum before the end of 2001 that would give the peoples of the Western Sahara the right to decide over their future.

We call upon all governments of the European Union in particular, to encourage and support this referendum, which must provide a choice for complete independence from Morocco. The European Union should further recognise that a large portion of the resources received from the European Union by Morocco has been used to maintain the military occupation and subjugation of the Western Saharan people. 

VIII. DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS IN BELARUS
Pursuant to elections for president in Belarus on 9th September 2001 the WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 calls for free and transparent presidential elections in Belarus and requests the OSCE election observers free access to the voting stations.

IX. THE STREET VIOLENCE IN GENOVA
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 considers that the Italian authorities

- by blocking the traffic (trains, ships, public transport) to prevent the public from being present in Genova to demonstrate peacefully before the G-8 summit

- by criminalising persons by listing them electronically and forbidding them to enter Italy

- by having secret service agents from seven countries in Genova a month before the G-8 Meeting 

- did not appear to prevent violence during the demonstration, but instead provoked it.

- WILPF is deeply concerned that:

- the police did not react properly to those who committed violence, but attacked the peaceful demonstrators who were by far the majority;

- it is obvious that the police were not trained to deal with peaceful demonstrators;

- the overreaction of the police escalated conflict and created frustration and provocation even within the non-violent part of the demonstration. In such a highly emotional context, Carlo Giuliani was killed;

- basic human rights were violated and legal and diplomatic assistance were refused in many cases;

- people were indiscriminately arrested while seeking medical attention and others declined medical treatment due to fear of arbitrary arrest;

- people who were arrested were denied adequate medical treatment;

- there were cases of brutal violence on the part of the police, that have been document;

- materials that document abuses by the authorities have been confiscated and equipment of the Genova Social Forum was destroyed.

WILPF asks 

1. for an immediate and official independent inquiry into the role and performance of the Italian Minister for the Interior, in reference to the actions of the Italian police and Carabinieri;

2. for joint efforts all over Europe (by European institutions, the European Parliament and national parliaments and governments) and in the wider world to study the disastrous and excessive forms of violence used in Genova;

3. that those arrested have access to legal advice and representation, and that they be guaranteed a fair and just trial, and be adequately compensated for the mistreatment that they received;

4. that in the future, preventive and de-escalating strategies should be seriously prepared and supported by all participants involved;

5. that, in the future, demands from the protest groups and civil society for the G-8 representatives take a sustainable future seriously into account. 

Human rights, Economic and Social Justice

FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS AND ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
WILPF International Executive Meeting 2001 considers that free trade agreements between governments have negative consequences for populations if they do not respect international agreements on economic, social and cultural rights as provided for in the International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural, and Civil and Political rights. 

WILPF asserts that governments are responsible for guaranteeing the primacy and vigilance of human rights for all their people, and should not yield to international trade agreements that violate these rights;

Further, WILPF calls on governments to protect their democratic institutions including the right to have free and fair elections, equal opportunities in employment and freedom of expression. Violations of these rights should be referred to the Inter- American Court of Human Rights.

WILPF calls on governments to cooperate with the Special Rapporteurs of the UN Human Rights Commission on the right to food, the right to housing and the right to education.

WILPF reaffirms its resolution of 1995, calling on all governments to ratify the International Convention of the Rights of Migrant Workers and their Families.

Rape of Japanese women by US Military Forces

WILPF International Executive meeting 2001 is deeply concerned over sexual assaults towards Japanese women by US military personnel. Although Japan is not in an armed conflict, militarism affects our lives, especially the lives of women. The US armed forces have been stationed in Japan since 1945, and have played a crucial role in US Far East military strategies. US bases are heavily concentrated on the islands of Okinawa, the southernmost region of Japan. Seventy-five percent of the US military facilities exclusively used by the US armed forces in Japan are located on the islands of Okinawa, which constitutes 0.6% of the entire land area of Japan. Okinawa hosts the largest number of Marine Corps personnel outside the United States.

The struggle of people in Okinawa against US military bases has a long history, yet it is only recently that the violence against Okinawan women committed by the US military personnel gained more visibility as a crucial issue of "human security." 

On July 29, 2001 another sexual crime was committed in the town of Chatan WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 calls for the withdrawal of the US bases and personnel who repeatedly commit these crimes. The human rights of Okinawan women are doubly assaulted, they suffer because they are women, and because they are an ethnic minority in Japan. 

Women in conflict prevention, post/conflict reconstruction and conflict resolution

Pursuant to United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, and the European Parliament Resolution on this subject of November 2000, WILPF urges States and inter-governmental organizations 

to recruit more women to diplomatic service, give more women diplomatic assignments and training, and include more women in fact-finding and field missions and in peace negotiations;

to include more women as trainers in training programs for crisis management, and to use more local gender expertise in field offices, refugee camps, and peace building activities, thus avoiding sexual attacks on women;

to greatly increase funding for trauma treatments, witness protection and for every assistance and support, including the possibility of abortion if freely chosen for victims of sexual assault and rape in areas of armed conflict;

to provide specific training and employment programmes as well as credits for women to use their resources and enable them to benefit equally from reconstruction efforts. 

Women's experience in conflict resolution

WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 reaffirms the resolution it adopted at its 26th International Congress concerning the establishment of an "Institute for Security Issues" within the Organization of Security and Co-operation in Europe. It suggests that all human experience, especially that of women, regarding conflict resolution, promotion and protection of human rights, early warning and environmental protection -- both in theory and practice -- should be utilized. 

The role of the Vatican in the United Nations

The Vatican, called the "Holy See" is recognised as a Non-Member State maintaining a permanent observer Mission at the United Nations 

The Vatican was admitted as a Non-Member State at the United Nations in 1964, which enables it to vote in various UN conferences and to participate in the General Assembly discussions and consensus agreements. 

The recognition of the Vatican as a state is highly questionable since it is the government of the Roman Catholic Church, which is a religious organisation and not a state.

WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 joins more than 800 worldwide women's health and reproductive health, religious and other organisations in requesting Secretary General Kofi Annan to propose placing on the next General Assembly Agenda an item to reconsider the permanent observer status of the Holy See. 

Sustainable Environment and Human Security

I. STATEMENT ON THE HEALTH EFFECTS OF RADIATION
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001

1. Welcomes the Chernobyl resolution adopted by the European Parliament on April 28, 2001 

Requesting a revision of the model of radiation risk to health (from Hiroshima to Chernobyl)

2. Welcomes the new World Health Organisation report on iodine prophylaxis in case of accidents, which calls for an intervention level enhanced ten fold,

3. Commends the decision of the World Health Assembly (Swiss initiative, supported by Norway and Canada) to prepare a report on possible restrictions placed on the World Health Organisation work on health effects of radiation by the 1959 International Atomic Energy Agency/World Health Organisation agreement 

4. Reaffirms its resolution of 2000 that demands the amendment of the IAEA/WHO Agreement

5. Requests that the World Health Organisation report on depleted uranium take into account the suffering of civilian and military victims of depleted uranium in the Gulf and Balkan wars, and reject the analysis by NATO, the Pentagon and military laboratories which only serves to justify these weapons.

6. Asks the United Nations Fact Finding Mission which is currently in Chernobyl affected areas to take into account the well documented plight of the victims of Chernobyl, rather than rely on the conclusions of UNSCEAR and the IAEA, which are marred by conflicts of interest.

7. Asks for the immediate release of Professor Bandazhevsky and for an end to the harassment of independent researchers, physicians, and specialists in health effects of radiation.

II. RESOLUTION ON THE EARTH CHARTER
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 resolves to endorse the Earth Charter of 1997, a declaration of fundamental principles for building a just, sustainable and peaceful global society in the 21st century. 

III. RESOLUTION ON RIO +10
WILPF International Executive Committee Meeting 2001 recalls the Ministerial Declaration from UNCED 1992: ''Peace, Development and Environmental protection are interdependent and indivisible|.

WILPF recommends 

That the issues of military production and consumption, military spending of resources, raw materials and money, which affect sustainable development, and nuclear energy which threatens sustainable development be raised before and at the Rio+10 conference, 2-11 September 2002 in Johannesburg, South Africa. These issues could be raised in the context of Sustainable Production and Consumption, Energy Production and Consumption, Climate and Health problems, and Financing of Development.

IEC AUCKLAND, 2002,
I. US MILITARY FORCES AND BASES IN JAPAN, KOREA, AND THE PHILIPPINES 
The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Auckland, New Zealand, during 28 November to 2 December 2002, expresses its outrage over the continued presence of the US military forces and/or US military bases in Okinawa, mainland Japan, Korea, and the Philippines.

 We call on the US to withdraw their forces and relinquish their bases in order to respect the sovereignty of Okinawa, mainland Japan, Korea, and the Philippines, and to restore the land occupied by the bases to the people.

 In order to accelerate this process we call on the governments of Japan, Korea and the Philippines to stop all military cooperation with the USA.

 II. RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE A UNITED STATES-LED WAR AGAINST IRAQ
 Whereas the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom opposes all acts of violence and war,

 Whereas the US President and his allies plan for pre-emptive attack, invasion, or overthrow of the government of Iraq violate international law and the basic principles of the United Nations Charter,

 Whereas, a pre-emptive attack will risk destabilisation of the region, incur enmity world-wide, provoke hostile countermeasures, and set a dangerous precedent which other countries may follow,

 Whereas, economic sanctions against Iraq have already caused the deaths of more than one million people, most of them children, and war will lead to enormous additional death and suffering

 Whereas, war against Iraq will also affect citizens of many countries as military casualties and as world nations pay hundreds of millions of dollars for war, millions taken from meeting social needs at home or internationally.

 Additionally such a war is being used as a pretext to eliminate existing civil liberties of persons all over the world,

 Therefore, the International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom calls for:

 a. All nations to join in seeking through the United Nations a peaceful resolution of this and all potential conflicts.

 b. All leaders to respect international law and immediately halt all plans and preparations for war on Iraq.

 c. All leaders to respect the long struggle for civil liberties and to cease to use the threat of terrorism to overthrow these liberties.

 d. The governments and citizens of all countries to act and make their voices heard to prevent the United States government and its allies taking further military actions against Iraq or any other country.

III. RESOLUTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
 NOTING that the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is an organisation working for the defence of fundamental human rights and the self-determination of Peoples

 INDICATING the importance the International Criminal Court constitutes for the judgement of those responsible for atrocious crimes such as genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and crimes of aggression when that shall be defined

 EMPHASIZING that the International Criminal Court is an historic triumph for humanity in the search for justice, integral restoration, and compensation against the worst crimes that can be committed against all humanity

 RECALLING the suffering of peoples, the devastation and horror that these crimes have caused, unpunished until now

 WARNING that impunity of such atrocious crimes is one of the factors that have contributed most to the lack of reconciliation among peoples, to the impossibility of establishing a sustainable and lasting peace, and is an element setting off political instability

 HAVING in mind the atrocious crimes committed against the women of the world, in peacetime as well as in armed conflict, international or civil war: crimes such as rape, sexual slavery, forced prostitution, forced pregnancy and forced sterilisation, and other forms of sexual violence of comparable seriousness, crimes which for the first time in human history are now part of a statute of international law in a solid and coherent framework

 CALLING attention to the continual attacks against the integrity of the Statute of Rome and the legitimacy of the ICC on the part of the present superpower, the United States of America, and the ambiguous position of the European Union on this subject

 THE WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM, meeting in New Zealand in its international executive committee RESOLVES

 TO SUPPORT the International Criminal Court. To work for its maintenance and integrity and to contribute to strengthening and implementing it at the international and national levels

 TO AFFIRM, in keeping with Security Council Resolution 1325, the importance of appointing of women as judges to the International Criminal Court and urge that as many women as possible be appointed initially to the ICC with 50% as the obvious standard

 TO REJECT the continual attacks which the ICC has suffered from the current government of the United States of America

 TO DENOUNCE the unclear position taken by the European Union concerning the ICC and the continual attacks upon it by the United States of America

 TO REJECT and denounce the proposed bilateral treaties based on Article 98 of the Rome Statute which would be carried out by States Parties to the ICC Statute, treaties which would maintain impunity for those guilty of crimes that would thus be excluded from the competence of the Court by use of this stratagem of political pressure.

IV. RESOLUTION ON WEST PAPUA
 The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland, Aotearoa/New Zealand from 28 November to 2 December 2002,

 Is concerned about the human rights situation in West Papua, and the very restricted access to information about the situation there being imposed by the Indonesian Government which affects the women in particular,

 Welcomes the formation of women's grassroots networks, and

 Calls on the Indonesian Government to recognise and respect them and give them any necessary protection without curtailing their freedom.

V. POLICY ON REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS
 The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland, Aotearoa/New Zealand from 28 November to 2 December 2002,

 Affirms that it is a human right of refugees and asylum seekers to be given refuge in the country, to which they flee,

 Bears in mind that incarceration and harsh, insensitive treatment, detention behind razor wire, poor accommodation, and unfamiliar food and customs, only adds to the trauma of people who flee their homes and countries due to persecution for political or religious reasons or as a consequence of war,

 Recognises that women and children refugees are the most affected by the separation from families and homelands, and that children particularly may suffer long term mental health problems and also from the lack of proper education when they are held in detention centres,

 Emphasises that language barriers lead to misunderstandings and the lack of women's health care and particularly sanitary requirements causing embarrassment and despair,

 Calls on all governments to adopt policies in accordance with the Refugee Convention of 1951 and the Protocol thereto of 1967, the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women of 1979 and the Protocol thereto of 1999 and the United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child of 1989 and the two Optional protocols thereto of 25th May 2000, and

 Requests all governments to allow refugees/asylum seekers awaiting government decisions on their status to live in a community where they can receive comfort and support from community groups as well as monetary assistance from the government.

 (Direct to UNHCR and all governments)

VI. RESOLUTION CALLING ON AUSTRALIA AND THE UNITED STATES TO SIGN THE KYOTO PROTOCOL
 The International Executive Meeting of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland, Aotearoa/New Zealand from 28th November to 2nd December 2002

 Recognises the human right of everyone to enjoy clean air, a pure fresh water supply and sufficient food free of contamination,

 Is alarmed at the degradation of much of the world's environment and the danger to health of populations due to air pollution,

 Bearing in mind that the Kyoto Protocol's Agreement on Greenhouse Gas Emissions is a responsible step forward in controlling pollution of the planet's atmosphere,

 Acknowledging that the requisite number of countries have now signed this Protocol,

 Acknowledging those countries that recently decided to sign the Protocol at the Johannesburg United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development,

 Calls on Australia and the United States of America to sign the Kyoto Protocol.

 (Direct to the US and Australian governments and the UN secretary general)

VII. RESOLUTION ON SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1325
 WILPF requests the UN Security Council to make a follow up statement or resolution which advocates concrete measures when it comes to equal allocation of power and resources in peace building processes.

 The suggested measures are

 a) the use of quotas for each gender in decision making bodies

 b) the application of the gender budgeting method to secure a just distribution of resources. Letter from WILPF to the Security Council concerning the follow up of resolution 1325 (Suggested wording):

 The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom acknowledges the importance of the Security Council resolution 1325 on women, peace and security (adopted Oct. 31. 2000). We request that the Security Council now makes a follow up statement or resolution which advocates concrete measures when it comes to equal allocation of power and resources in peace building processes.

Representation

 The resolution highlights the importance of representation and participation of women in all steps of peace building processes. When it comes to representation, both in political bodies and delegations to negotiations, experience shows that the use of quotas for each gender has been the most successful method.We therefore urge the Security Council to take a clear stand on the issue in favour of the use of quotas as a principle with 50 % of each gender as the obvious standard.

 The Security Council should put a clear requirement on the UN missions to conflict areas to support the call for gender quotas which often comes from the women's organisations in the area.

 To reach the goal of equal representation, it will be necessary to secure the civil society representatives access to the peace tables and the mechanisms for post conflict reconstruction. The inclusion of women's organisations and other grass root organisations will, in turn, contribute to a broader understanding and acceptance of the peace accords and thereby lay the ground for a sustainable peace.

 Allocation of resources 

The question of representation and access to decision making is closely linked with the question of access to resources. A fair distribution of financial resources is a prerequisite for the practical implementation of resolution 1325. We therefore request that the Security Council advocates for the application of gender budgeting to resources mobilised through multilateral and bilateral donors. The resources for peace negotiations, post conflict reconstruction and humanitarian assistance must be allocated and distributed according to the demographic composition of women and men.

 References

 This request from Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is made with reference to the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action (1995) which calls for equal representation of women and men in peace building.

 We also refer to and build on the UNIFEM report "Women, War and Peace: The independent Experts' Assessment on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Women and Women's role in Peacebuilding" (2002). This report includes 22 key recommendations We especially refer to no. 9 which recommends the use of quotas and no.19 which recommends the principle of gender budgeting.

 (Direct to all Security Council ambassadors and UNIFEM.)

VIII. RESOLUTION ON GERMAN SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENCY
 The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland, Aotearoa/New Zealand from 28 November to 2 December 2002, appeals to the government of Germany:

 As one of the oldest women's peace organizations that is working since 1915 for the abolition of war, we welcome the announcement of the German Chancellor Mr. Gerhard Schroeder not to support a possible war against Iraq.

 We recall that military solutions in conflicts have never brought sustainable peace but created tremendous suffering for civil society and have especially affected women and children.

 We call on the German government in light of its presidency of the Security Council in February 2003 to take every step possible to ensure that the provisions of the UN Charter are fully observed, in particular those of Article 6.

 We therefore urge the government of Germany to reject any military intervention in conflicts and to promote peaceful means to resolve conflicts.

IX. RESOLUTION ON NEPAL
 The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland, Aotearoa/New Zealand from 28 November to 2 December 2002,

 Recalling WILPF's 2001 Resolution "The Situation in Nepal",

 Is still greatly concerned about the deteriorating situation in that country since December, 2001,

 Aware that a full-scale army operationis in progrss and that hundreds of people have been killed,

 Is alarmed at the action of the then Prime Minister, when Sher Bahadur Deuba, with the excuse of holding mid-term elections in November 2002, dissolved the House of Representatives, the lower house of the Nepalese Parliament, on 22 May 2002 and subsequently dismissing the elected local bodies, leaving the country without any elected bodies,

 Noting that the given excuse for not holding parliamentary elections was "due to security reasons" and that using his constitutional entitlement to Clause 127 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal of 1990, AD, the King dismissed the Deuba Government and formed a new cabinet, choosing all members himself with Mr. Loclendra Bahadur Lochanda as premier,

 Aware that due to this constitutional act, the King has been in direct confrontation with the people,

 Aware that although the King-appointed cabinet has declared the intention of holding a new election, the people are demanding a new dialogue among the monarchy, the rebel forces, the Parliament, and the peace movement, and that to restore a democratic government and start the peace process, the people demand the following:

 a. Restore people's democratic rights as guaranteed in the constitution,

 b. Resolve the national crisis between the state and the rebel forces, now continuing for a number of years,

 c. Effectively control the corruption and other malpractices prevalent at all government levels, and

 d. Start the peace process by holding elections as soon as possible.

 WILPF appeals to the United Nations and to all peace and democracy-loving people of the world to support the democratic aspirations of the Nepalese people and start the peace process through multilateral mediation with the support of UN bodies.
28TH CONGRESS, GOTHENBERG, 2004
I. MARITIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN TIMOR LESTE AND AUSTRALIA
1. We congratulate Timor Leste on gaining independence and applaud Australia’s support and assistance in this achievement.

2. We acknowledge that Timor Leste is struggling to develop as a sovereign nation and to overcome extreme poverty which shows itself in unemployment leading to despair and violence, especially towards women.

3. We decry the hypocrisy of the Australian Government which gives millions of dollars in aid, but takes billions of dollars worth of oil from Timor Leste waters.

4. We demand that the Australian Government immediately abide by the International Law of the Sea and agree to the maritime boundary being halfway between the two countries.

Calling The International Community To Take Preventive Action To Prohibit The Proliferation Of Small Arms

1. Whereas the UN and other international bodies can take preventive action against world war breaking out in the 21st century, nevertheless they have all failed to secure peace and freedom through the prohibition of weapons of mass/ individual destruction.

2. Recalling the NGO statement made to the Conference on Disarmament in 2001,

 3. We call on Sections to urge the UN, other international bodies and governments to play an active role in condemning and stopping the proliferation of small arms across the world and especially in Africa, and encourage them to work with NGOs working for world peace and environmental protection.

II. DEMAND FOR A REFERENDUM OF THE SAHARAWI PEOPLE 
1. The Aotearoa Section has been involved in hosting speaking tours in 2003 and 2004 from members of the Polisario Front of Western Sahara.

2. In 1973, under the leadership of the Polisario Front, the Saharawi launched an anti-colonial struggle against Spain. Having forced Spain out in 1975, they then faced a new invasion by Morocco and Mauritania. Many Saharawi fled the Moroccan bombardment and took refuge in neighboring Algeria, where they have been, 170,000 of them, in refugee camps ever since. The women are particularly strong in the running of these camps.

3. A new initiative for peace was launched by the United Nations in 2003, which recommends that the referendum, which should have taken place in 1992, should take place as soon as possible. This is being totally blocked by Morocco, which has the support of France and the United States.

4. Recalling the WILPF Congress in Zeist in 1986, where WILPF supported the right of the Western Saharan people to self-determination and independence and calls on the Government of Morocco and Polisario to undertake direct negotiations to resolve the conflict of Western Sahara peacefully, in accordance with UN General Assembly resolution 40/50,

 We ask Sections, particularly in France and the United States,

 To lobby their Governments to put pressure on Morocco to cooperate with the UN recommendation to hold a referendum to allow the Saharawi people to vote for independence and return to their own country.

III. HUMAN RIGHTS CONSIDERATIONS OF THE SO CALLED “WAR ON TERRORISM”
1. Recalling WILPF long history on resistance to racism in various forms, starting at the WILPF Congress in 1932.

2. Concerned about the current so-called “war on terrorism” and the subsequent implementation of internal security measures in a number of countries;

3. Highlighting the detrimental effects these are having on Muslim and other ethnic communities, as well as asylum seekers and refugees, producing a backlash against them;

4. Noting that the climate created has increased and fostered racism and xenophobia;

5. Noting that this impacts all people’s civil liberties and feelings of security, as well as their social and economic well being;

6. Whilst deploring all forms of terrorism,

7. We request Sections to call on governments to take measures to counter the negative climate that has been created through the implementation of anti-terrorist measures.

IV. HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND SEXUAL SLAVERY OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
1. Trafficking in women is inseparably linked with the various conflicts around the world. Women and children are victims of atrocities and injustice, both during and after war. Armed forces ñ including peacekeeping troops- perpetuate and generate prostitution and trafficking in women and children. They buy sex, frequent brothels and there are also examples of those who are involved as ‘backers’, or ‘moneymen’ in the trafficking in women. When killing becomes legitimate, it also becomes legitimate to rape or buy and sell human bodies. In other words, military personnel have control both economically and psychologically. When the conflict is finished and the soldiers have returned home, the prostitutes are often trafficked to other countries.

2. Trafficking in women and children is violence and a violation of their human rights. There is a direct connection between trafficking in women for sexual misuse, the social acceptance of buying sexual ‘services’, and the aggressive marketing of the female body through pornography.

3. Trafficking in women for misuse in prostitution has grown by a horrifying degree during the last few years. The international mafia system behind the trafficking in women earns enormous sums of money through this criminal activity. This enormous network, which profits through trafficking in human beings, survives only because there is a willing, paying market in the receiving countries.

4. Violence against women in war areas has, according to UNDP, reached epidemic heights. The common denominator for the 90ís conflicts from East Timor to Sierra Leone, Bosnia, and Rwanda has been the comprehensive sexual misuse, forced pregnancy as a tool in ethnic genocide, kidnapping, intentional infection with HIV/AIDS and trafficking in women and children.

5. Some figures for consideration:

-Between 1995 and 2000 the global trafficking in women increased by 50%.

 -Every year about two million women are transported over borders to a life in prostitution and they bring in between five and seven billion dollars to middlemen.

 (Source: UNDP, UNIFEM)

6. Much must be done if this totally patriarchal pattern is to change.

 We call upon sections to:

 - Intensify the cultural struggle concerned with changing the attitude that one can buy admission to the bodies of other human beings.

- Fund research concerning the extent of buying sex by soldiers and others stationed outside their home country (including NGO representatives in foreign countries) and their role in trafficking in women.

- Encourage legislative work against prostitution and trafficking in human beings- including the criminalization of customers of prostitutes.

- Press for offers of treatment for women and children who have been victims of sexual misuse.

- Ask for support to organizations who help the prostitutes to get out of prostitution.

- Advocate for residence permission and help for women who have been trafficked.

V. INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting at it’s 28th International Congress,

 1. Reaffirms Resolutions on peace in the Middle East adopted by the International Congress of Baltimore 1988 and reaffirms the International Executive Committee resolutions held in Geneva 2001.

2. Reaffirms its statements on the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People adopted by the International Executive Committee meeting held in Geneva 2001.

3. WILPF condemns the ongoing destruction by Israel of all infrastructure in the occupied Palestinian territories, and the massive destruction of homes in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem.

4. WILPF demands that Israel immediately life the more than two year siege imposed on President Yasser Arafat, the legitimate elected leader of the Palestinian People, and condemns all US and Israeli interference in the national affairs of the Palestinian state.

Legal Consequences Of The Construction Of The Wall - The Decision Of The ICJ

1. The Womenís International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) welcomes the International Court of Justiceís Advisory Opinion of 9 July 2004, on the ‘legal consequences of the construction of a wall in the occupied Palestinian territory and its associate regime’ requested by the United Nations General Assembly (ES-10/14). This International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruling is one that sets an example to the Member States of the United Nations.

2. WILPF applauds the United Nations General Assembly for adopting by an overwhelming majority on 20 July 2004 a resolution (ES-10/15) demanding that Israel comply with the ICJ ruling to dismantle the wall constructed on Palestinian lands and pay reparations to the Palestinians for the harm inflicted.

3. WILPF deplores the proposed US Senate Resolution 408 which denounced the ICJ Advisory Opinion based on international law, and instead supports Israel’s Apartheid Wall in the West Bank and Jerusalem.

4. WILPF calls on the United Nations Member states, and especially on the United Nations Security Council to take the necessary measures to ensure Israel’s compliance with the ICJ ruling.

VI. OPPOSITION TO MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN CUBA 
1. In recognition of the 44-year-old blockade against Cuba and the United States government’s continued publicly funded efforts to overthrow the Cuban government and influence a post-Castro era;

2. In recognition of the recent antagonistic shifts in policy by the United States government, including:

- Attempts by the U.S, to isolate Cuba within the international community,

 - The elimination of nearly all forms of legal travel to Cuba by people in the United States, 

 - The denial of U.S. visas to Cuban citizens wishing to travel to the United States, 

 - The designation of Cuba as an ‘Axis of Evil’ country and allegations of chemical and biological weapons production, despite statements to the contrary by top U.S. Defense Department officials, 

 - The suspension of semi-annual immigration talks with Cuba, 

 - The increased use of U.S. military aircraft to invade and jam Cuban airwaves with hostile broadcasting from Radio and TV Marti, a U.S. station that produces propaganda aimed at overthrowing the Cuban government, 

 - The restriction of family visits by Cuban-Americans to just one trip of 14 days every 3 years, and the redefinition of who constitutes ‘family’ for the purposes of limiting legal travel, 

 - The expulsion of many Cuban diplomats from the United States for reasons unknown and/or unfounded, and

 - The continued occupation and use of Guantanamo, Cuba as a U.S. military installation and its current use as a military prison in which international ‘detainees’ are not afforded due process under international law

3. In recognition of WILPF’s long tradition of woman-to-woman diplomacy ñ from the delegations that left from The Hague in 1915 to stop World War I, to Emily Greene Balch’s trips to Haiti, through the Peace Declaration signed by United States WILPF and Vietnamese Women’s Organizations in 1971;

4. Be it resolved that the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom at its 28th International Congress in Goteborg, Sweden, 2-8 August 2004;

5. Reaffirms the resolutions passed by the 15th WILPF International Congress in 1962, the 21st Congress in 1980, the 26th Congress in 1995, and the 27th WILPF International Congress in 1998 supporting the sovereignty and defending the rights of self-determination for the Cuban people;

6. Calls on WILPF members to continue seeking dialogue and people-to-people exchanges with Cuba through travel and other means;

7. Calls on WILPF sections to lobby their governments and the United Nations to put pressure on the United States to end the blockade and normalize relations with Cuba, and further condemn the Bush administration for the recent policies developed from the Commission for Assistance to a Free Cuba;

8. Expresses our intent as an international peace and justice organization with sections in 37 countries around the world to continue to work in solidarity with the people of Cuba for peace, racial, economic, and social justice; the protection of human rights; and the participation of women in decision-making.

VII. OPPOSITION TO PLAN COLOMBIA AND PLAN PATRIOTA 
1. WHEREAS Colombia has been involved in a bloody conflict for the last 40 years or more, caused by the highly unequal distribution of wealth, and an exclusionary elite; and

2. WHEREAS women, together with children in Colombia have borne a great part of the burden of this conflict and many have suffered greatly; and

3. WHEREAS grass-roots community organizations have raised their voices against the violence, which has been exacerbated by the militaristic approach of the Colombian President Alvaro Uribe Velez and the United States Government, in a scheme known formerly as Plan Colombia and now as Plan Patriota; and

4. WHEREAS these government policies seek to implement globalization in Colombia to the great prejudice of Colombia’s people and institutions; and

5. WHEREAS the Colombia government has undertaken to negotiate for peace with the illegal paramilitary groups and their commanders, often linked to the Colombian armed forces, who are responsible for more murders of innocent men, women and children than any other armed group in Colombia; and

6. WHEREAS the Colombia government has recklessly engaged in chemical spraying in the Amazon rainforest area, causing injury to peasants and indigenous peoples and destroying their food crops, while threatening irreversible damage to the Amazon rainforest, heritage of mankind:

7. Now, therefore the 28th International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom resolves as follows:

8. To declare support for the non-violent resistance to the Colombian government’s militaristic policies by grass-roots community organizations;

9. To oppose Plan Colombia and Plan Patriota and their implementation by the Colombian government;

10. To oppose amnesty for paramilitary forces without sanctions for their crimes and compensation for their victims;

11. To oppose fumigation of the Amazon rainforest and of peasant and indigenous peoples’ crops throughout Colombia;

12. To support and encourage LIMPAL Colombia in its opposition to the repressive, militaristic measures of the Uribe administration and in its support for grass-roots organizations pursuing peace and economic justice.

VIII. AUSTRALIAN RECONCILIATION WITH ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLES
We urge the Australian Government to re-commit to the reconciliation process with Australia’s Indigenous peoples by recognizing that Australia was settled without a treaty. We urge the Australian Government to commence a process of consultation with Indigenous Australians to establish an agreement/ or treaty to deal with the unfinished business of reconciliation and thereby unite all Australians. This Treaty/ Agreement could ultimately be enacted in legislation. We note that the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation provided a draft bill for this in its Final Report to Parliament ‘Reconciliation: Australia’s Challenge: 2000.’

In our view the Australian Government’s full commitment to the reconciliation process would be measured by the following basic actions:

1. Re-establishing a national representative body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians (such as the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, which the government has just introduced legislation to abolish);

2. Introducing legislation for a Referendum to change the Australian Constitution to recognize Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first Australians & removing section 25 of the Australian Constitution which has racist ramifications;

3. Ongoing financial commitment to a framework for monitoring & addressing Indigenous disadvantage.

4. Enshrining the Declaration Toward Reconciliation & Roadmap for Reconciliation 2000 in legislation; and

5. Ongoing commitment to reconciliation education & awareness activities and organizations, at the local, state and national level.

We note that agencies such as the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, it’s successor Reconciliation Australia, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission and the Australian Senate as well as many prominent and ordinary Australians have called the Australian Government to account for its lack of commitment to the reconciliation process since coming to power in 1996.

IX. URGENT CALL FOR SIGNATURES TO THE KYOTO PROTOCOL
 1. Recognizing the human right of everyone to enjoy clean air, a pure fresh water supply, and sufficient food free of contamination,

 2. Alarmed at the degradation of much of the worlds environment and the danger to the health of all populations due to air pollution,

 3. Bearing in mind that the Kyoto Protocol’s Agreement on greenhouse gas emissions is a responsible step forward in controlling pollution of the planets atmosphere,

 4. Acknowledging that the requisite number of countries have now signed this protocol,

 5. WILPF calls on non-signatories countries, and among them specifically to Australia and the United States of America, to sign and ratify the Kyoto Protocol.

Just Payment of stolen wages to Indigenous Australian Peoples

The WILPF 28th International Congress of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom requests that international assistance be given to ensure that indigenous Australians who have had their wages held in trust under past state government schemes have their wages returned to them with an apology.

We recommend that where such claimants are deceased that their wages should be paid to their families.

X. ON THE SITUATION IN IRAQ
This Congress condemns the US-led invasion and US and coalition intervention in Iraq and the continuing occupation.

We call on the governments of the US and of the coalition partners to immediately withdraw all troops and coalition private-sector military and military-related contractors from Iraq. To minimize civil armed conflict, all these entities should take their weapons with them out of Iraq.  No state has the right to interfere with the leadership and peoples of another sovereign state.

We call upon the UN and the international community to prosecute those responsible for crimes against humanity and for starting this illegal war. The international community should hold them responsible for the payment of reparations and for reconstruction.

We invite the solidarity of all peoples of the world to bring this occupation

 to an end and help the Iraqi people rebuild their country.

IEC GENEVA, 2005
I. AFRICAN RIGHTS TO AFRICAN RESOURCES
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom meeting in its International Executive Committee, in Geneva on 4 September 2005believes that the wealth arising from the natural assets in Africa should remain in Africa and be used for the benefit of the African peoples.

Africa is a continent rich in resources. These resources have been plundered since colonial times and are still being exploited for the benefit of the rich nations of the world.

We call upon the G8 nations, the World Trade Organisation and the World Bank and the International Monitary Fund to recognise the principle of the rights of the people of the countries of Africa rights to local resources and to ensure that all actions to alleviate poverty in Africa take this into account.

II. DECOLONIZATION OF FRENCH POLYNESIA
1. Recalling Chapter XII of the UN Charter, which outlines the basic objectives of the international trusteeship system; and

2. Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, which states that “All peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”;

3. WILPF recommends that French Polynesia be put back on the agenda of the Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (Special Committee of 24 on Decolonization).

4. WILPF members and sections in countries that are members of the Special Committee of 24 on Decolonization appeal to their governments to take necessary action and act accordingly.

III. DECONTAMINATION OF MURUROA AND FANGATAUFA
The islands of Mururoa and Fangataufa have been used by France for many years as testing sites of atmospheric and underground nuclear bombings. This has deeply affected the workers on the islands and has resulted in congenital disabilities of children over the past 30 years.

WILPF requests support to organizations collecting scientific evidences proving to the French government the adverse health effects on the people of the atmospheric and underground nuclear testing.

WILPF urges the French Government to take immediate action for the decontamination of Mururoa and Fangataufa.

IV. DEPLETED URANIUM
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom believes depleted uranium weapons are illegal under existing treaties, and calls for the immediate cessation of their manufacture, sale and use worldwide.

The International Executive Committee of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,

Deplores the use of depleted uranium munitions by NATO in Kosovo and Serbia and by the USA and UK in Afghanistan and Iraq that are pyrophoric and ignite on impact, are radiologically and chemically toxic weapons that are primarily alpha emitters with beta and gamma decay products with a half life of 4.5 billion years,

Understands that after impact with a hard target, DU weapons produce very small, volatile and "ceramic" particles of uranium oxide which release long term, low level radiation in the human organism and system (if exposed or ingested), in which they remain for many years;
Understands that of the three effects which DU has on biological systems - radiation, chemical and particulate - the particulate effect from nano-size particles is the most dominant one immediately after exposure, which targets the Master Code in the DNA, resulting in a phenomenon of multiple malignancies from seemingly unrelated causes, a new syndrome associated with internal DU exposure;

Believing that the use of these weapons is illegal under existing international humanitarian law because they fail the four main tests of weapons under international humanitarian law: temporal (continues after war), environmental (soil and water contamination), humaneness (unnecessary suffering beyond that required for military purposes) and affecting non-combatants under the Martens Clause;

Believing that because depleted uranium weapons are also chemically toxic, they are illegal under existing treaties against poisonous weapons;

Demands the immediate cessation of the manufacture, sale and use of DU weapons in maneuvers and in war situations worldwide;

Demands that countries that have used these weapons take financial and moral responsibility for de-contaminating the areas in which the munitions have been used;

Demands that the UN Sub-Commission on Human Rights take up the use of DU weapons as a blatant violation of human rights;

Demands also that those countries that have used DU weapons guarantee life-time health care for all those civilian populations in Afghanistan, Kosovo, Serbia and Iraq potentially affected, as well as veterans of several nationalities in both Gulf Wars and those active in Kosovo;

Deplores the denial by authorities of the danger caused by low-level radiation exposure to internalized radionuclides linked to depleted uranium, which only serves to perpetuate the nuclear power and weapons industry. Such denial is reinforced by the inability of the World Health Organization to properly investigate the health effects of radiation due to the 1959 agreement it has with the International Atomic Energy Agency;

Insists on the immediate provision of information on protective measures in the languages of those populations potentially affected, focusing on prevention of inhalation and ingestion of re-suspended radioactive insoluble particles;

Insists on the immediate commencement of long-term epidemiological studies of all affected populations, and biological studies on all plants and animals affected, paid for by those countries that have used DU weapons; and

Insists on the implementation of the Precautionary Principle to guide decisions about the use of all such weapons systems that potentially violate international law (thereby limiting or prohibiting their testing or use in combat).

V. EAST JERUSALEM
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in Executive committee from 1 to 4 September 2005 in Geneva, Switzerland, calls upon the Government of Israel to immediately halt and reverse the illegal steps it has taken that are harmful tot he Palestinian population of East Jerusalem :

· to reverse its annexation of the eastern part of the city ; 

· to halt the demolition of Palestinian homes in occupied East Jerusalem ;

· to stop expropriating Palestinian neighborhoods for the Judaization of East Jerusalem ;

· to relocate the Jewish inhabitants of the ‘neighborhoods’ which are really settlements build in the past 38 years on annexed Palestinian land ; 

· to restore to the Palestinians in East Jerusalem their full civil rights ; 

· to refrain from steps that isolate the East Jerusalem Palestinians from the rest of the West Bank and the Palestinians of the West Bank from their metropoilian centre, East Jerusalem.

Bearing in mind the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice, WILPF calls on the Government of Israel to dismantle the wall that separates Palestinian inhabitants from the West Bank land, resources and people, drastically limiting the movements of most of the Palestinian population.  

VI. FEW WOMEN ON THE COMMISSION FOR AFRICA
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom meeting at our International Executive Committee on 4 September 2005,  expresses concern that only three women (two of whom were African) were appointed to the Commission for Africa, out of a total of seventeen members

We bear in mind            

- the strength and leadership that African women have shown in facing disease, conflict, and other problems and that poverty in Africa impacts particularly on women; 

- that the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan has recently stated that the importance of involving women in decision making on development issues should be properly recognised,

We remind the UK Government of its commitment to UN Security Council Resolution 1325 and call upon it to ensure that any such future body contains a gender balance of at least 40% women. We call upon UN Member States involved in establishing advisory bodies in the future to ensure a gender balance of members.  

VII. ON THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION AND STOCKPILING OF BACTERIOLOGICAL WEAPONS AND TOXINS
Whereas:  The Womens’ International League for Peace and Freedom was founded to put an end to war and to secure peace and freedom for all humankind, and has since 1949 called repeatedly for the abolition of all research, production, storage and use of bio-weapons whether for offensive or allegedly defensive purposes

Whereas: Although the WILPF welcomed the bio-weapons treaty in 1972, it decried allowance of “defensive research” under the treaty, declaring there is no clear boundary between offensive and defensive research in the case of biological weapons

Whereas:  In 1995  nations party to the treaty -- recognizing that certain nations had indeed used the pretext of “defensive” research to create and stockpile large quantities of such weapons, and also recognizing that  the absence of inspection or monitoring (as provided in the case of nuclear and chemical weapons treaties) made it difficult to detect and counter treaty violations – mandated negotiation of a Bio-weapons monitoring and inspection protocol

Whereas:  The United States had already rejected the inspection protocol in July 2001, and when the negotiated Protocol was officially presented in November 2001 for signature and ratification, the United States forced abandonment of the effort, claiming  that inspection was not in its national interest.  

And Whereas:  Since then the US has allocated as much as $16 billion dollars  for university and Pentagon bio-defense research and development, including the bio-engineering of new pathogens not existing in nature, and whereas  there is strong evidence that certain other nations, including Russia, are now also engaging in such research. 

1. The WILPF calls on the Bio-weapons Review Conference for renewed negotiations on the inspection and monitoring protocol,

2. The WILPF also urges expansion of the treaty to include an absolute ban on genetic engineering of new strains of deadly pathogens, not present in nature, for any purpose whatsoever.

3. The WILPF also repeats its long standing call for a complete ban on all forms of bio-weapons research, including both offensive and allegedly defensive.

4. In the meantime, in the absence of transparency, monitoring or inspection, and with the burgeoning of questionable bio-defense research, the WILPF International Executive Committee encourages all Sections:

· to be aware of possible violations of the existing Biological Weapons convention in their own or other countries, and to cooperate with other NGOs in the collection of evidence

· to promote transparency and open discussion of possible violations of the Bio-weapons treaty. This should include encouragement of investigative journalism and public investigation by parliamentarians or citizen groups.

· to report all such apparent violations to the to the UN Bioweapons Treaty committee meetings in November 2005 and Bioweapons Treaty Review Conference in 2006.

· to remind all scientists, and especially those in countries with active bio-weapons research, of the precautionary principle, and urge them to “do no harm” and, on the other hand, to reveal what they know of such programs and refuse to participate in them.

· to explore whether their own or another country might be willing to receive evidence of violation of the Convention by any nation, and if the evidence is sufficient, report possible violation to the Security Council for investigation and suitable action, as provided in the Convention.

· to propose suitable sanctions or other actions which might be taken that could effectively cause culpable nations to restrain from biological weapons research without unduly harming or restricting citizens of those countries.

· if the evidence warrants, also investigate possibilities of international or domestic court action against  high government officials responsible for violating a ratified treaty, or for criminal human rights abuses.



VIII. RAPA
RAPA is an island of South Pacific, the inhabitants of which have not signed the Royal Treaty imposed by France in 1880 to most Polynesian islands of the so-called “French Polynesia”. In consequence, the Rapa Nation has been simply annexed to the French Polynesia and the rights of the RAPA Nation have been denied.

Recognizing that no evidence of agreement between the Rapa nation and France has ever been signed in the 19th Century and, that RAPA Nation today is entitled to ask for its independence.

WILPF requests France to fulfill its moral obligation and provide financial support for the economic, social and cultural development of the Rapa people. By doing so France helps their recovery from the effects of more than a century of invasive colonization. This includes alternative energy equipment, water and sanitation supply, medical staff with appropriate means, local education.

WILPF asks for the international recognition of RAPA Nation as a separate country to French Polynesia with recognition of their citizenship, customary rights and independent government.

WILPF calls upon the UN to put RAPA on the list of independent countries.

IX. REJECTION OF THE PARAMILITARY DEMOBILIZATION LAWS IN COLOMBIA
The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its International Executive Committee, in Geneva on 4 September 2005, rejects the paramilitary demobilization Law and the "reinsertion" process now underway in Colombia. The implementation of the demobilization law threatens to harm the very fabric of Colombian society.  

Illegal paramilitary forces, responsible for killing thousands of Colombian non-combatants in the countryside and small towns, are continuing their murderous activities even after supposedly demobilizing under President Alvaro Uribe administration's flawed framework for "reinsertion" of the paramilitary forces into Colombian society.

The Uribe administration's so called "Law of Justice and Peace" provides for virtual impunity of the paramilitaries for their crimes and for permitting them to retain lands and other wealth they obtained by forcing people from their lands or killing them, while placing these supposedly  "demobilized" troops in position of authority, such as policemen and local government leaders.

Many human rights organizations have criticized and rejected this defective and dangerous demobilization process, and the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights has also rejected the implementation of this plan.

We call on all UN member states to protest against the paramilitary demobilization Law and the "reinsertion" process now underway in Colombia.

X. STRUGGLE FOR THE RIGHT TO LAND AND DEMAND FOR RETURN OF REFUGEES IN NEPAL
1. Nepal faces political uncertainties and crisis. Armed conflicts between governmental forces and the Maoist rebels, agitations by left and democratic political parties are continuing. These facts can disrupt the prospects of bringing about a peaceful political process.

2. About 120,000 Bhutanese refugees have been also camping in Nepal for more than 13 years, waiting for an honorable return to their homes.

3. WILPF International demands the government, as well as the Maoist rebel leadership immediately declare a cease-fire and take substantive action to foster a dialogue between them, involving all agitating political parties, so that a new political settlement can be found where the armed parties can enter into a peacemaking process.

4. WILPF asks for the goodwill and facilitating role of the UN in this peacemaking process.

5. WILPF asks the international community, including India, which has a vital role in this matter, to help for an early and safe return of the refugees to Bhutan.
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