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ENVISIONING A JUST AND PEACEFUL
SOCIETY

t the centre of our 26th International Congress in Helsinki is the Seminar on Building a Secure and
ASustainable World Society. There could be no better time than this, WILPF's BOth anniversary year, in

which to clarify our vision and substance of a just and peaceful society, and begin to develop a blueprint for
how to get there. Time is pressing for change as we experience a disintegration of societies around the world.

As WILPF women we are challenged to put the building of a secure and sustainable world society in the forefront,
while at the same time we cannot escape the immediate actions we must take in response to ever-changing circum-
stances and crises. Our vision of peace is not one of “being quiet”, but one of seeking justice, freedom, equality,
harmony with nature, with ourselves and one another, and of achieving a “prosperity” not tied to ownership of
property and currency.

In preparing the seminar we are building on the results of the exchanges
we had on “the meaning of democracy” and on “the effects militarization
and military activities have on the natural and human environment”,
and of discussions at WILPF meetings, such as the 25th International
Congress in Bolivia, the 1991 International Executive Committee meet-
ing at Lillehammer in Norway, the Seminar ‘In Search of Alternatives to
the Current Exploitative Market Systems” at Bossey, Switzerland, and
in particular the 1994 International Executive Committee meeting in
Musashiranzan, Japan, where the preparations for the seminar were
begun.

There, Edith Ballantyne put the discussion of "building a secure and
sustainable world society” in a framework intended to initiate thought
and discussion. Her essay (see pax et libertas, September 1994) ends
with some typically difficult Ballantyne questions.

The questions Edith puts before us are only a few examples by way of

indicating the challenge we face. These and others you will add require

thought, imagination, study, discussion. New questions result. This dif-

ficult work is the basic WILPF work. We have a vision or view of the

world we want. The vision is set in the context of ever-changing natu-

ral and human environment.To translate that vision into reality:

¢ we need to make the vision clear and concrete, without losing
its dynamic character;

L we must recognize and create ways to transform this vision into
reality.

(continued on page 2)
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WILPF aims at bringing together women of different politi-
cal and philosophical tendencies united in their determina-
tion to study, make known, and help abolish the political,
social, ecanomic and psychological cavses of war and to
work for a constructive peace.

The primary objectives of the League are the achievement
of total and universal disarmament, the abolition of vie-
lence or other means of coercion for the sectlement of all
conflicts, the substitution in every case of some form of
peaceful settlement, and the strengthening of the United
Nations and its family of Specialized Agencies for the pre-
vention of war, a sustainable environment, the institution
of international law, and for the political, social and eco-
nomic cooperation of peoples.

Conscious that under systems of exploitation and oppres-
sion these aims cannot be attained and that a real and fast-
ing peace and true freedom cannot exist, the League's duty
is to facilitate by non-vialent means the social transforma-
tion which would permit the inauguration of systems un-
der which would be realized social, economic and political
equality for all without diserimination on grounds of sex,
race, religion, or on any other grounds.

The League sees as its ultimate goal the establishment of -

an international economic order founded on meeting the
needs of all peoples and not on profit and privilege.
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This is a task for all of us in WILPF and for all who are
close to WILPF. It needs the participation of the widest
number of members. We are asking you, readers, to
contribute to this discussion. We are calling on you to
prepare the seminar with us and work with us on this
project beyond the Congress. Ye would like you to:

] Discuss the possibilities and implications of "build-
ing a secure and sustainable world society” in your
family, in your WILPF branch, in other groups in
which you are active, and with your friends, and
send us the results of your discussions and your
ideas;

] Send us articles, proposals, essays, any creative ex-
pression of your thoughts, of examples of alterna-
tives and of successful solutions.

Building a secure and sustainable world society needs

your participation. Send us your first comments, if pos-

sible before 10 June. You can send them to me R.D. I,

Box [34, Irwin, PA 15642, USA, or c/o WILPF, Case

postale 28, 121 | Geneva 20, Switzerland. -Regina Birchem,

Convener of the Congress Seminar

A RECIPE FOR PEACE

| I-year old Virginie Vinas' recipe for peace has been
widely praised and published, including in Ed. Etre les
meilleurs amis and UN Special April 1995.

Preparation time:  As quickly as possible

Cooking time;  Lifelong

Ingredients; | person from every country and repre-
senting all religions, | Black, | White, |
Asian, | Indian, | Buddhist, | Catholic, |
Jew, | Muslim, a drop of doves, é olive
branches, a little understanding, a pinch of
aid, | kilo of tolerance and 100 litres of

love.

Utensils: A pot which can hold the whole of human-
iy.

To Prepare: I. Take all persons and wash them of their

intolerance, cover with the doves and add
the 6 olive branches.

2. Add the pinch of aid accompanied by
the kilo of tolerance and mix in order to
vanquish war.

3. Marinate in the (00 litres of love for a
good moment, then boil a little and add
the little understanding.

4. Do not hesitate to mix the Black and
the White, it will give colour to the sauce.
Eat with a big salad of brotherhood.
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON
THEWORLD SUMMIT FOR
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The final documents adopted and signed by governments at the WSSD are
devoid of any analysis of the causes of the social crisis the Summit was called
to address. They did give due recognition to the need to achieve equality
between women and men and women’s full participation at all levels of eco-
nomic and social activity.

While all three main themes — eradication of poverty, productive employ-
ment for all and social integration — were dealt with, the question of pov-
erty received by far the Lyon's share of attention in the discussions.

However, the focus was on poverty in the “south”. In fact, there was hardly
any discussion about economic and social misery in the ‘rich’, industrialized
countries. Poor people in the “north” were admonished that many people
are much worse off; they should therefore not complain, and accept cuts in
social security, health and other social benefits. Poverty in the North was
not considered important, and it would seem that only if the situation dete-
riorates to the point at which people are starving might it be seen as a real
problem. Thus, it is highly unlikely that the poorest of the world — more
than 1.3 billion people — can have any real hope that their lives will im-
prove. The WSSD closed without any binding responsibilities or financial
commitments towards the eradication of poverty on the part of participat-
ing States.

Inevitably, the global debate is dominated by the G7 States, which have as-
sured for themselves control over the main parts of the global economy:
control over the raw materials and resources of the planet, control over
international financial markets, control over the mass media, control over
weapons of mass destruction {including nuclear weapons subsequent to the
disintegration of the Soviet Union}, and access to the latest technological
developments.

While there was criticism of the World Bank and the International Mon-
etary Fund and a call for initiatives to ensure that structural adjustment
programmes promote sustained economic and social development, the prin-
ciples of a liberal market economy were not questioned. Problems of poverty
were left for future solution by market forces, despite the fact that it is
precisely these forces which have, for decades, proved unable to reduce
poverty. The necessary changes required to solve existing problems need a
long-term perspective. Even within this process, solutions can only be
found if there is a fundamental change in production and consumption pat-

International Peace Update,Volume 60 No. 3, June 1995

terns. In the short-term it is neces-
sary to limit market forces as much
as possible, be it by campaigning
against child labour, supporting peo-
ples’ movements and networking
with NGOs which have similar per-
spectives.

Although the documents adopted by
the WSSD are general and not bind-
ing on governments, the heads of
State and government attending the
Summit made ten Commitments to
which they should be held and which
should be monitored by peoples’
organizations and groups. (See page 5.}

The NGO Alternative Declaration,
which was read at the governmental
conference, denounced the official
Declaration for its excessive trust in
free market forces as a base for the
planning of national and international
economies, and declared that such
false promises put in danger the re-
alization of the objectives declared
by the Social Summit It called for the
introduction of a special tax on
speculative foreign exchange move-
ments, canceliation of developing
countries’ debt, democratization and
monitoring of the Bretton VWoods
institutions and the completion of a
code of conduct for transnational
corporations. It is reaching, via the
Internet, many NGOs not present at
the conference in Copenhagen.

WILPF was actively involved in the
parallel NGO Forum, holding worl-
shops on the democratization of the
United Nations system, on the so-
called ‘peace dividend' and the wom-
en’s budget, and on WILPF's 80th
anniversary. - Annalisa Milani, Human
Rights, Specialist, University of Padova,
Italy.




POVERTY KILLS

“Poverty is the world’s deadliest disease. It wields its destructive influence at
every stage of human life from the moment of conception to the grave. It
conspires with the most deadly and painful diseases to bring a wretched
existence to all who suffer from it” (World Heaith Report 1995). Poverty
kills.

The World Health Report 1995 to the 48th World Health Assembty, which
opened on 2 May in Geneva, states that more than one fifth of the 5.6 billion
people in the world live in extreme poverty, almost a third of the world's
children are undernourished, and half the global population lacks regular
access to the most needed essential drugs, An analysis of disease patterns
and mortality rates shows that 40% of deaths worldwide are due to commu-
nicable diseases and to perinatal and neonatal causes, from which the richer
countries are almost immune.

About |2 million children under five years of age in the developing world die
every year from diseases that could be prevented at little cost. Poverty is the
main reason why babies are not vaccinated, why clear water and sanitation
are not provided, why curative drugs and other treatments are not available,
and why more than 500,000 women die every year in childbirth.

The World Health Organization's Director-General is surely right when he
writes in the Forword to the Report: “Growing inequity is literally a matter
of life and death for millions of people, since the poor pay the price of social
inequality with their health".

Eradicating poverty

Eradicating poverty is fundamental and urgent for social progress and peace.
But how to achieve it? Earlier this year,in March, | 18 heads of State commit-
ted themselves at the World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen
to take steps toward eradicating poverty, creating meaningful employment
for all, and achieving social integration. Poverty, unemployment and social
exclusion had been identified as the major causes of the growing global so-
cial crisis.

At a high-level intergovernmental meeting held in July 1993 in Geneva, the
concept of the Summit was articulated. The document that resulted raised
excellent questions and exposed with considerable clarity the global social
problems which the Summit was to address. But it failed miserably in sug-
gesting serious solutions to the crisis.

There was agreement, for example, that the social crisis the world is facing
is inextricably linked to the growing world economic crisis, and that one
cannot be resolved without the other. The remedy put forward, however,
was basically to further liberalize the market, meaning the introduction of
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more privatization, the elimination of
government regulation, the disman-
tling of the “welfare state” where it
exists, and so on. It is retrogression
to an era of brutal exploitation and a
further widening of the gap between
the rich and the poor.

After decades of struggle by work-
ers to organize and gain human work-
ing conditions and social security as
the industrialization of countries pro-
ceeded, these hard-won gains, from
which all of society benefits today,are
being eroded and the workers' or-
ganizations are being undermined.
This is not the way toward creating
productive employment, eradicating
world poverty and achieving social
integration.

While governments sign lofty decla-
rations, the TNCs relocate their
plants from the North, leaving thou-
sands unemployed, to countries in
the South where the exploitation of
workers and local resources guaran-
tee the companies ever higher prof-
its. While this may provide desper-
ately needed employment for some
in the developing countries, it does
not contribute to the development
of native economies that are sustain-
able and beneficial to the population.
It only robs them further of their
resources for the gain of a few.

The World Bank shifts responsibility
to the developing countries to in-
crease the well-being of their peo-
ple. It suggested at the World Sum-
mit that efforts to reduce poverty are
unlikely to succeed in the long run
unless there is greater investment in
the human resources of the poor
themselves. Undoubtedly govern-
ments could and should better allo-

(continued on page 5)
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cate available resources. (It would be
good if the industrialized rich gave the
good example by managing their own
budgets better and by reducing to a
minimum their defence and other
wasteful expenditures). But can the
World Bank's suggestion be taken
seriously knowing that the bulk of de-
veloping countries continue to use
most of their hard-earned income to
service their foreign debt?

Poverty, unemployment and exclu-
sion will not only remain but con-
tinue to grow if the present economic
and social relationships within and
among nations are not fundamentally
changed. There is much searching by
committed people and organizations.
For many socialism was the alterna-
tive to the capitalist system.The de-
feat of socialism in Eastern Europe

and the Soviet Union has caused con-
fusion but also a serious re-evalua-
tion of alternatives to capitalism.This
search will continue.

There is consensus on one urgent
need that must be met: the full and
equal participation of women at all
levels of societies’ political, social and
economic activities, The World
Health Report states:“The potential
contributions of women to world
development and improvement of
the human condition are being
willfully squandered”.

And at the World Summit for Social
Development, the heads of State and
government committed themselves
“to promoting full respect for human
dignity and to achieving equality and
equity between women and men,and

The Ten Commitments signed by
Heads of State and Government:

| . We commit ourselves to create an eco-
nomic, political, social, cultural, and legal
environment that will enable people to
achieve social development

2. We commit ourselves to the goat of
eradicating poverty in the world, through
decisive national actions and international
cooperation, as an ethical, social, politi-
cal and economic imperative of human-

kind.

3.WWe commit ourselves to promoting the
goal of full employment as a basic prior-
ity of our economic and soclal policies,
and to enabling all men and women to
attain secure and sustalnable livelihoods
through freely chosen productive employ-
ment and work.

4. We commit ourselves to promoting
soclal integration by fostering societies
that are stable, safe and just and based
on the promotion of protection of all hu-
man rights, and on non-discrimination,
tolerance, respect for diversity, equality
of opportunity, solidarity, security and par-

ticipation of all people, including disad-
vantaged and vulnerable groups and per-
sons.

5.We commit ourselves to promoting full
respect for human dignity and to achiey-
ing equality and equity between women
and men, and to recognizing and enhanc-
ing the participation and leadership roles
of women in political, civil, economic,
social and cultural life and development.

6.WWe commit ourselves to promoting and
attaining the goals of universal and equi-
table access to quality education, the high-
est attainable standard of physical and
mental health and the access of all to pri-
mary health care, making particular ef-
forts to rectify inequalities relating to
social conditions and without distinction
as to race, national origin, gender, age or
disabillty; respecting and promoting our
common and particular cuftures; striving
to strengthen the role of culture in de-
velopment; preserving the essential bases
of people-centred sustainable develop-
ment and contributing to the full devel-
opment of human resources and to so-
cial development. The purpose of these
activities is to eradicate poverty, promote

to recognizing and enhancing the par-
ticipation and leadership roles of
women in political, civil, economic,
social and cultural life and develop-
ment”. Nothing prevents govern-
ments and international institutions
from changing this situation and
opening the doors to women'’s inclu-
sion and fuli participation.

The Fourth World Conference in
Beijing in September of this year must
not miss the opportunity to build on
these admissions and commitments.
It must decide on courageous, con-
crete actions that will bring about
true democratization of our govern-
ments, institutions and political and
economic life. - Eleonore Romberg,
Former WILPF International President,
Germany.

full and productive employment and fos-
ter social integration.

7.We commit ourselves to accelerating
the economic, social and human resource
development of Africa and the least de-
veloped countries.

B.We commit ourselves to ensuring that
when structural adjustment programmes
are agreed to, they include social devel-
opment goals, in particular eradicating
poverty, promoting full and productive
employment and enhancing social integra-
tion.

9. We commit ourselves to increase sig-
nificantly and/or utilize more efficiently
the resources allocated to social devel-
opment In order to achieve the goals of
the Summit through national action and
reglonal and international cooperation.

10.We commit ourselves to an improved
and strengthened framework for Intema-
tional, reglonal and sub-regional coopera-
tion for social development, in a spirit of
partnership, through the United Nations
system, with broad participation of all sec-
tors of civil society.
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USA TO SIGN CONVENTION ON RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD

The United States, signalling its in-
tention to become a signatory to the
UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, will become the |77th nation
to sign this remarkable document.
The surprise announcement was
made by US First Lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton at a “celebration of
life" service held for James P. Grant,
Executive Director of the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
since 1980, who died 28 January five
days after resigning for health rea-
sons.

Ms, Clinton prefaced her remarks by
the words:"l was very honoured to
be asked to speak here today be-
cause | consider Jim Grant to be one
of the great Americans of our cen-
tury.” She said that the Convention
was the last thing Mr. Grant had
talked to her about when they spoke
shortly before his death. "l know
how happy and proud he would have
been to see our country add its name
to the Convention.VVe owe it to him
and to the children to whom he dedi-
cated his life.”

The United States is one of the last
major powers to sign the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, which
was adopted by the UN General
Assembly 20 November 1989, open-
ing for signature and ratification 26
January 1990, and coming into force
2 September 1990 when the re-
quired number of signatures had
been received.

The US announcement came on the
eve of a major international confer-
ence in March 1995, the World Sum-
mit for Social Development, which

dealt with poverty, unemployment
and social exclusion. [t also comes
on the fifth anniversary of the 1990
World Summit for Children, which
agreed on a series of specific goals
for improving the lives of children —
including measurable progress against
malnutrition, preventable disease and
illiteracy.

Since the goals set by the Summit,
some practical progress has been
made. For example, malnutrition has
been reduced, with 2| developing na-
tions on target to achieve a 20% re-
duction by the end of 1995. Eighty
percent immunization has been sus-
tained or increased in most coun-
tries, Large areas of the world are
becoming free of polio. Measles
deaths are down by 80% compared
with pre-immunization levels.Vitamin
A deficienciy — a major cause of
blindness and early death in children
— will soon be eliminated in at least
half of the affected mations. Oral
rehydration therapy (ORT) is pre-
venting more than one million child
deaths a year. Such progress means
that, at mid-decade, approx. 2.5 mil-
lion fewer children each year die from
malnutrition and disease, and that at
least three quarters of a million fewer
children each year will be disabled,
blinded, crippled or mentally retarted.

But iodine deficiency disorders are
still,in 1995, the world's biggest cause
of preventable mental retardation.
And although 90% of the developing
world's children started school, many
dropped out in the first few years.
As a result, there are now an esti-
mated 130 million children aged 6 to

11 who are not in school. Two thirds
of them are girls.

In Asia, the region's economic suc-
cess has come at the expense of in-
creasing child abuse and exploitation.
“We are still seeing the cruel com-
panions of poverty, such as the eco-
nomic,social and sexual exploitation
of children”, said Daniel ). Brooks,
UNICEF Regional Director for East
Asia and the Pacific, at the launching
of UNICEF’s State of the World's
Children report, which says that
more than half 2 million of Asia’s 500
million children work in sweatshops,
brothels or on the streets.

The world’s largest and fastest-grow-
ing youth population includes 100,000
child prostitutes in Thailand, more than
200,000 street children in China,and
75,000 working children in Malaysia,
says the report, which says that the
increased disparity between rich and
poor also has led to malnutrition, il-
literacy and sexual discrimination.

Children are being abducted and ex-
ploited by neighbouring East Asian
countries, as well as being sent to
other regions such as Europe and the
Middle East, says Vitit Muntarghorn,
director of Asianet, a network set up
with support from UNICEF and
aimed at fostering a regional alliance
on child rights. Brooks says that ac-
tive governmental support will be
needed to achieve UNICEF's year
2000 goal of protection of children
in especially difficult circumstances,
such as street children and child sex
workers. - feanne Vickers, based upon
reports in UNICEF’s Child Health News
and Review
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STATEMENT TO THE
COMMISSION ON THE

STATUS OF WOMEN
I 5 March - 4 April 1995, New York

Preparing for the FourthWorld Conference onWomen in September in Ching, the Commis-
sion on the Status of Women worked on the draft Platform of Action which will be discussed
and adopted in Bejjing. Peace issues do not have a very prominent role in this paper even
though women and peace groups lobbied hard for adequate recognition.The NGO Peace
Caucus met regularly during the Commission and presented to it a statement. Following

are excerpts from the Statement:

During the year of its 50th anniversary the United Nations should reaffirm
its commitment to enforcing the "right of all people to peace” (UN resolu-
tion 1984), Without peace - not only the absence of war but also the demili-
tarization of all aspects of society - it is impossible to overcome poverty,
violence against women, discrimination and inequality. Militarism has meant
the diversion of resources away from programs that improve the quality of
life,a healthy environment, reduction of social injustices and economic ineq-

uity.

General and complete disarmament is necessary.Arsenals of weapons con-
stitute the most serious threat to peace.The development, production and
deployment of conventional, nuclear, chemical and biological weapons must
end.The arms trade not only encourages conflicts and threatens peace, but
also takes resources away from socially equitable and ecologically sound
development, social justice and peace. Decreasing military spending by a
minimum of 5% of each country's military budget for each of the next five
years will release the funding necessary to meet human needs and the spe-
cific needs of women and children.

There can be no peace without justice; justice defined as sustainable people-
centred development, which ensures an equitable distribution of resources
to met people's basic needs and guarantees full and equal participation in
decision making.

Women, who fully endorse the values expressed in numerous UN docu-
ments such as the Forward-looking Strategies, especially refugee and dis-
placed women, must participate in equal numbers as men in all stages of
peace processes and negotiations. From preventive diplomacy, nonviolent
peace-making and peace-keeping, post-conflict peace-building to factfinding
missions, women's skills and experience as mediators in different spheres of
societies would make a qualitative difference in the effectiveness of these
activities. Governments should draw on the wide experience of non-gov-
ernmental women's peace organizations,

All delegations of governments as well as international and regional inter-
governmental institutions should include at least 30% women by 1996, 40%
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by 1998 and 50% women by the year
2000. Several countries are still un-
der colonial rule and women demand
total decolonization and their full
participation in this process. Govern-
ments should draw from the guide-
lines in the declaration on the par-
ticipation of women promoting inter-
national peace and cooperation
(General Assembly resolution 37/63,
annex) prociaimed 3 December
1982.

Nuclear weapons and nuclear energy
production remain a deadly threat to
people and the environment All na-
tions must permanently stop nuclear
testing, ban production of nuclear
weapons, production of, and inter-
national trade in, fissile materials in-
cluding plutonium and enriched ura-
nium.The full and safe dismantling of
nuclear energy production facilities
and weapons must be carefully moni-
tored. Governments must fulfil their
pledge for total nuclear disarmament
as stated in Article 6 of the Non-pro-
liferation Treaty. In addition, govern-
ments must ban the production, sale
and use of land mines and ensure
immediate safe removal of existing
mines.

We welcome the report by the ex-
pert group meeting on "Gender and
the Agenda for Peace," organized by
the Division for the Advancement of
Women, December 1994. It is based
on the holistic understanding of se-
curity from a women's perspective
and puts forward alternatives to force
and military action. We urge the
Commission to include in the plat-
form of action the recommendations
made in this report and to draw on
the rich experience in peace and se-
curity issues of women's peace or-
ganizations.




DEADLY SEEDS OF WAR

Improving Legal Restrictions on Landmines

by Mary Wareham, MA Candidate,Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, Political
Science Department

More than 800 civilians are killed every month by landmines and thousands
more are maimed by these indiscriminate weapons. For this reason the first
Review Conference of the 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Yeap-
ons (CCW) will be held between 25 September - 13 October 1995 inVienna
Austria. In January 1995, a fourth meeting of Governmental Experts was
held in Geneva to continue preparation of work to strengthen the provi-
sions of Protocol |l pertaining to the use of landmines.

Substantial progress was made in some key areas. There is now consensus
that the Convention’s scope be widened to apply to certain types of non-
international armed conflicts where the greatest use and abuse of mines
takes place, If this is achieved, it will set a precedent in disarmament trea-
ties. Another positive outcome of the meeting was near-agreement to ban
non-detectable anti-personnel mines (APMs) which pose great dangers for
mine clearers using electromagnetic mine detectors. Remotely delivered
mines (dispersed from the air) will have to be fitted with a self-destructing
device which explode the mine after a certain time period. Provisions for
the protection of United Nations personnel have been broadened to include
other humanitarian workers in the field.

A total ban prohibiting the development, use, transfer, manufacturing and
stockpiling of APMs is still in the distance. Belgium, Cambodia, Colombia,
Estonia, Ireland, Mexico and Sweden are now supporting this call along with
the UN’s Department of Humanitarian Affairs, UNICEF, UNHCR, the UN
Secretary-General and the International Committee of the Red Cross. In
the last four years national movements calling for a total ban have been
launched in at least ten countries and are led by an international Steering
Committee of non-governmental organisations.

Despite these calls, the majority of the 43 States party to the Convention
favour two lesser options. The first calls for a total ban on APMs which do
not have a self-destruct mechanism and a back-up safety device such as a
passive self-deactivating mechanism (in case the self-destruct device fails). A
weaker proposal supports the use of the self-destruct mechanism but allows
for many exceptions to this rule, Non-self-destruct APMs (so-called “dumb
mines™) may be used as long as they are effectively marked, mapped, fenced
and monitored—yet a further loophole to these requirements allows for no
protective measures if there has been “forcible loss of control of the area as
a result of enemy military action.”

Other problematic areas which the Review conference must tackle include
the question of transfers: a proposal regulating transfers of certain mines
has attracted wide but not universal support due to views that the Conven-
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tion is a humanitarian law treaty regu-
lating use and not a disarrnament
treaty which could deal with wider
issues. Verification and compliance
measures are also a contentious area
but are essential if the revised Con-
vention is to be effectively imple-
mented.

Due to the decision-making process
of the meetings which operated on
consensus, the lowest-common de-
nominator was often accepted and
participation by expert NGOs to
present the humanitarian side of this
issue was blocked by one State. Fur-
thermore, only 31 women were
present out of a total of 220 partici-
pants. As a result, military, legal and
arms control arguments prevailed but
a few States supporting NGO par-
ticipation allowed NGOs to join their
Delegations.

The next eight months will be char-
acterized by intensive lobbying by the
ban campaign and hopefully increased
interest in and accession to the Con-
vention by non-state parties, espe-
cially the most mine-affected coun-
tries. A proposal requesting that the
periodicity between Review Confer-
ences be reviewed and lowered from
10 years to 5 years will help address
the ongoing problems caused by
mines in some 60 countries around
the world. If the proliferation of
mines were stopped in 1996,it would
cost approximately US $33 billion
and take over 2 millennium to rid the
world of the mines already in the
ground.! The only effective solution
is a total ban.

'Assistance in mine clearance: Report of the
Secretary-General, A/49/150 (provisional
agenda), 9 September 1994, p. 20.
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THE UN GETS MINE
CLEARANCE FUNDS

AVoluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Clearance has been officially
opened for contributions which will support UN activities relating to
landmines, including clearance, surveys, training and mine-awareness educa-
tion.The Department of Humanitarian Affairs (DHA) is responsible for overall
management and implementation of the Fund. More than |10 million
landmines are scattered in 64 countries,and more than 800 people are killed
by them every month. The UN Secretary-General has said that landmines
“may be one of the most widespread, lethal and long-lasting forms of pollu-
tion we have yet encountered, and we are currently losing the battle to
protect innocent civilians from their effects.”

UN involvement in mine-clearance assistance has grown from operations in
one country in 1988 to |2 such operations in the last quarter of 1994.The
estimated cost of clearing landmines already in place is at least $33 billion.
Last year the international community allocated approximately $70 million
to clear roughly 100,000 landmines. Those figures do not take into account
the cost of treating victims who survive landmine blasts. The lifetime cost of
treating each surviving landmine victim is estimated at $3,000.To these costs
must be added the toll on countries where the presence of landmines pre-
vents economic and social recovery. - Jeanne Vickers, WILPF Member, Geneva

UNICEF Statistics

> There is 1 landmine for every 20 chil-
dren around the world.

> Africa has the highest concentration
of landmines, but Afghanistan is the
most heavily mined country in the
world, with 10-15 million units

> Angola is second, with 9 million mines
in place and more being laid every
day

> One in every 230 Cambodians is an
amputee due to landmines which
continue to claim about 300 victims
a month.

During the past decade:

> More than 1.5 million children have
been killed

t>Over 4 million have been permanently
disabled

> Some 1 million have been orphaned
or separated from their parents

> Around 12 million children have been
left homeless, and an estimated 10
million are victims of psychological
trauma

> Countless numbers of women and
girls have been raped.

GANDHI PEACE AWARD

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom is proud to an-
nounce that its President, Edith Ballantyne, is to receive the 1995 Gandhi
Peace Award in recognition of her work with WILPF and other organizations
in furthering the advancement of peace and justice in the world. In an-
nouncing the award on behalf of the Board of Directors of Promoting Endur-
ing Peace, Inc., Executive Director Howard Frazier recognized that "the great
work that (Edith) has done for justice for all peoples, for peace based on
economic and social justice, has reflected the philosophy of Mahatma Gan-
dhi."

Edith is the second WILPF president to have received the Gandhi Peace
Award (the first was Kay Camp, who received it in 1983) and finds herself in
excellent company. Other distinguished recipients of the Award have in-
cluded Dr. Helen Caldicott, Cesar Chavez, Ramsey Clark, Marion Wright
Edelman, Daniel Ellsberg, Martin Ennals, Randall Forsberg, George McGovern,
Linus Pauling, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Secretary-General U Thant.
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The award consists of a bronze me-
dallion with the profile of Mahatma
Gandhi on one side with the state-
ment:
Love Ever Suffers
Never Revenges Itself
while on the other side is:
Promoting Enduring Peace
Gandhi Peace Award
Edith Ballantyne
1995

The ceremony will take place on Oc-
tober 6 in New Haven, Connecticut,
at which Edith will make a statement
and receive the medal and a Gandhi
Peace Award citation. Further in-
formation may be obtained from Pro-
moting Enduring Peace, P.O. Box 5103,
Woodmont, CT 06460.




THE MAYAS IN
GUATEMALA ARE STILL
BEING HARASSED'!

In January two members of the Danish Section of WILPF were "Peaceguards”
(Witnesses for Peace) in Guatemala,

In 1982 the Mayas of the Ixcan region of Guatemala, near the Mexican bor-
der, were victims of a terrible series of massacres. Men were tortured and
killed by government forces, women and girls were raped, pregnant women
were cut up, and babies were killed in front of their bleeding and dying
mothers. The US Government, which had then supported the regime in
Guatemala, interfered. But since the massacres, the Mayas of Ixcan have
become refugees in Mexico and in the rainforests in north Guatemala.

In 1992, with the help of the United Nations, a UN Commission, the CCPP
(Commissiones Permanentes de Representantes de los Refugeadores
Guatemaltecos en Mexico), was established to support the Mayas returning
from Mexico and a peace agreement between the indigenous people and the
government was arranged.

The Mayas' problems, however, are far from being solved. The CCPP can
only support the refugees coming back from Mexico (approx. 45,000), and
not those remaining in Guatemala (approx. | million). As for the refugees
(approx. 60,000) who are already back home, they face having to rebuild
houses and begin farming under conditions compounded by poverty and
lack of land. (Some of their land had been given away by the government to
other poor people from the south of Guatemala - a problem the Govern-
ment also seems to have no interest in solving.)

Although under the peace agreement the army is not allowed in the villages,
the soldiers are not far away and often pass through the small villages para-
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lysing the people with fear. The UN
has built informal observer stations
(large tent or house equipped with
solar energy, radio and one person).
But this is not sufficient and the Mayas
risk being attacked again.

While the Guatemalan Government
is “democratically” elected, 80% of
the Mayas are illiterate and conse-
quently do not take part in the elec-
tions. It is the generals who indirectly
govern along with the rich farmers
and industrialists who keep the la-
bour force underpaid and under con-
trol. The man who was President at
the time of the 1982 massacres, a
former general, is up for election in
1996 as the top candidate for the
conservatives, and will probably be
re-elected if nothing is done.

The Mayas need help, They have no
right to education, no right to medi-
cal care and other social rights. Dif-
ferent organizations such as CO-
NAVIGUA, the widows’ organization,
are trying to improve the situation but
not without great personal risk. The
leader of CONAVIGUA, Rosalina
Tuyuc, has been threatened and oth-
ers from other organizations have
been tortured and killed.

Rosalina and others are asking for
help in informing people and govern-
ments about their situation; request-
ing that more Peaceguards be sent
and that their members be invited to
meetings outside Guatemala. They
need help to get an education and in
achieving their rights as human be-
ings. The WILPF Danish Section sup-
ports CONAVIGUA. It has brought
money, and hopes to pay for a teach-
er's salary. - Hanne Norup Carlsen,
Danish Section

photo left, Rosallna Tuyuc, Head of
CONAVIGUA, with her son in Guatemala.
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USA

| am very happy to have joined your ranks on April Ist as the U.S.
Section coordinator and executive director. ¥What an honour to be
with you during this historic year! And what a responsibility we have
to hold our governments responsible for implementing the Forward-
looking Strategies adopted in Nairobi and all of the accords from
Rio, Copenhagen, Cairo, and Vienna.

We will be joining in the B0th Anniversary festivities in Helsinki and
riding the WILPF Peace Train crossing borders and building bridges
with sisters all across Eastern Europe, Russia and China. When we
return to the US we are planning to take elements of the WILPF
Peace Train across the United States. Maybe we will have a peace bus
or a caravan of some kind. But our intent is to involve US WILPF
members and community and activists in demanding compliance by
our own US Government and training our own citizens in how to

impact the United Nations.

Our theme of the year is Weaving Peace for Human Needs. In the USA, WILPF is the only organization that makes
the connection between issues of violence, racism, militarism and violations of human rights.We have our work cut
out for us in this country, which is a major purveyor of all of the above.

Happy Birthday to all of our sisters around the world.VWe want to work together with you in the most collegial way.
Best wishes to all of us as we push forward our peace and freedom agenda the next five years and into the next
century. - Marilyn Clement, WILPF US Section

ISRAEL

A little more than four months ago,
from 29 to 30 December,Women in
Black and women'’s movements held
an international conference in Jeru-
salem on "Women, War and Peace:
Visions and Strategies." WVILPF ls-
rael actively helped organize and par-
ticipated in the Conference.

More than 300 women, among them
Jewish and Palestinian Israelis, Pales-
tinians from the OccupiedTerritories,
and women from |7 other countries,
took part. The peace process was at
the centre of the debate, led by
prominent Palestinian and Israeli
women, including WILPF members,
in particular Maya Zahavit, Aliyah
Strauss and Edna Yam.

Tamar Goyansky, a Jewish member
of the Knesset, and Hanan Ashrawi,
head of the Palestinian Civil Rights
Centre, were the keynote speakers
at the festive opening. When Hanan
was introduced as being "in the cor-
ridors of power" of the Palestinian
Authority, she replied, "Yes, that is
the women's problem, we are in the
corridor when we should be inside
the rooms of power!"

In workshops, plenary sessions, and
in the "corridors,”" women discussed
strategies for ending violence and for
creating conditions for durable peace
in the region. Women in Black hon-
oured women’s groups which had
been devoted to the cause of peace
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including a group of Palestinian
women, and groups from Italy, Bos-
nia, Serbia and Croatia.

The participants not only debated;
they took to the streets to protest
the confiscation of Palestinian land
near el Kadar, where Israeli settlers
were planning to build a new settle-
ment on the hill overlooking the vil-
lage.

The struggle to end Israeli occupa-
tion in the West Bank and to create
an independent Palestinian State
alongside Israel and create the con-
ditions for durable peace in the re-
gion continues. For us here inWILPF
this has to be our primary concern.

-Aliyah Strauss, WILPF Israel




SRI LANKA

WILPF Sri Lanka played a very active
role in the socio-political life of Sri
Lanka during the past year. YWILPF
members in rural areas actively par-
ticipated in the General Election cam-
paigns to defeat the previous regime
which was responsible for large-scale
violations of human rights and con-
tinuation of the war.

In its efforts to rehabilitate war vic-
tims, 2 members of WILPF Sri Lanka,
Manel Tiranagama and Carmen
Dharmapala visited Eluwankulama, an
isolated village in Wilpattu Jungle, in
September 1994, This village where
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims live,
came under the attack of the Tamil
Tigers {LTTE) twice.WILPF met the
people and government officials and
discussed with them the villagers'
needs.

Mrs. Pathma Sivaram, Secretary,
WILPF Sri Lanka, organized an ori-
entation workshop on the Implemen-
tation of CEDAW in Sri Lanka. This
Workshop, sponsored by Interna-
tional Women's Rights Action Watch,
Asia Pacific, was held in Colombo on
4 November, 1994 with the partici-
pation of representatives from ma-
jor women's organizations, human
rights and lawyers groups, and con-
cerned government departments.

At the Training Workshop on Equal-
ity and Rights of Women in the Con-
text of CEDAW held in Dhaka, Bang-
{adesh, in December 1994, Mrs. Indra
Nilaweera represented WILPF Sri
Lanka. There, WILPF actively partici-
pated in all public campaigns against
development projects detrimental to
the interests of the people, harmful
to the country and disastrous to the
environment such as the Kandalama
Tourist Hotel project, built against
the people's will.
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WILPF Sri Lanka is actively involved
in educating rural women on the
World Conference on Women in
Beijing. It organized one meeting to-
gether withVoice of Women in Galle.
More than 50 women participated in
this meeting.WILPF also participated
in another meeting on WCW, held
at Nuwara Eliya, organized by the
Sinhala Tamil Rural Women's Net-
work.

On 16 February 1995, about 2000
persons went on a peace journey
from Colombo to Vavunia by train.
Ten women from WILPF Sri Lanka,
led by Manel Tiranagama participated
in this peace journey. They carried
placards and shouted slogans against
war. They held a public meeting
where thousands of men and women
belonging to all races expressed their
strong desire for peace. WILPF Sri
Lanka participated in the peace jour-
ney to Jaffna in April 1995. - Manel
Tiranagama, WILPF Sri Lanka

On Intemational Women's Day, 8 March 1995, WILPF Sri Lanka.
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THE WOMEN AND WORLD
DEVELOPMENT SERIES

This series, published by Zed Books in collaboration with the UN/NGO
Group onWomen and Development, is the culmination of more than a dec-
ade of research on world development issues and their impact on women,
undertaken by some 90 representatives of United Nations agencies and non-
governmental organizations working together in a unique and unprecedented
partnership with the UN Non-governmental Liaison Service.

The 10 books, invaluable to all those interested in national and international
questions of social and economic justice and in the improvement of develop-
ment programmes and policies, suggest ways in which action can be taken to
bring women's concerns more directly and effectively into the development
process, and to bring about an improvement in women's status in a rapidly
changing world. Each volume is fully illustrated,and contains a resource guide
with a separate section giving guidance for education and action as well as
for use in workshops and seminars.

Judging from the positive response in both North and South, the Series is
proving a valuable resource for women's groups, university and college
courses, research and training institutes, government ministries and action-
oriented organizations concerned with women and development issues. The

books are listed below, in order of
publication, together with the names
of the consultants who prepared
them.

|. Women and the World Economic Cri-
sis, Jeanne Yickers (1991)

2.Women and Disability, Esther Boylan
{19%1)

3. Women and Health, Patricia Smyke
(1921)

4, Women and the Environment,
Annabel Rodda {1991)

5.Women and Literacy, Marcella Ballara
(1992)

6. Refugee Women, Susan Forbes Mar-
tin (1992)

7. Women and Human Rights, Katarina
Tomasevski (1993)

8.vWomen and the Family,Helen O'connell
(1994)

9. Women and Work, Susan Bullock
(1994)

10.Women and Empowerment: Partici-
pation and Decision-making, Marilee
Karl (1995)

PUTTING GENDER ONTHE
AGENDA

The United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the UN
Non-Governmental Liaison Service (UN/NGLS) have just issued an excel-
lent Guide to Participating in UN World Conferences entitled Putting Gender
on the Agenda. In this new handbook they have pooled their different per-
spectives and insights with a view to facilitating and strengthening the par-
ticipation of women’s organizations and other NGOs to advance an agenda
for gender.

The handbook is intended to assist NGOs to make informed choices as to
whether to participate in UN world conferences; to determine what level
of participation is most appropriate, national, regional or international; to
understand the requirements and procedures - both written and unwritten
- for access to and participation of NGOs in world conferences, and to
undertake advance planning to improve NGO input into such conferences.

Putting Gender on the Agenda contains a wealth of useful and important infor-
mation, including advice on effective follow-up to participation in world con-
ferences, and tips in raising awareness concerning the issues under discus-
sion. It will be of great value to all NGOs, especially in relation to the UN'’s
Fourth World Conference onVYomen, to take place in Beijing in September
1995.
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All books and reports
are available at
WILPF International,
I rue de Varembé,
1211 Geneva 20,
Switzerland.

Backgrounders, Fact Sheets,

Essays

Price CHF2.-.

* Women and Militarism, 1994.

* Controlling the Arms Trade, 1993.

* Migrant Workers and Human
Rights, 1993.

= The Helsinki Process, 1992

« GATT, 1992.

* Indigenous Peoples, Human Rights
and the UN, 1992,

Other Booklets and

Publications

Prices include postage

« Justice Denied! Human Rights and
the International Financial Institu-
tions, 1994. Price CHF20.-,

* War and Rape, 1993. Price CH8.~




Dear Readers,

This is your page.Send us your
thoughts so we may know
what's on your mind and maybe
get to learn and know more
about one another. We will try
to publish ail your fetters and
answer them at least on a per-
sonal basis, Given the space we
have, however, this will not be

possible all at once. You will

have to be patient and keep a

lookout for future editions!

TOO MUCH OR TOO
LITTLE?

International Peace Update seems to
consider that WILPF members do not
read much, so it supplies them with
information. The idea is to be ap-
plauded, however, all the information
is more or less known to those who
read. | was surprised that the sec-
tion on books brings reviews of
books published some years ago,
except for the updated “Making
Women Matter.” | was pleased to
learn that the second edition is out,
as | consider this book most valu-
able for WILPF members. Also | think
that more of UN News is very good,
as our members don’t know much
about the UN ... WILPF has a ten-
dency to deal with all the most diffi-
cult problems of our world of today,
so the result is: cutting oneself very
thin! One cannot be an expert in all
problems ! | always feel that one
must accept a limit, and deal with
fewer problems but in more depth. -
Halina Malinowski, British Section

CUBA

| returned from Cuba in April, my
second "Freedom to Travel” chal-
lenge to the US ban on travel to
this small island. Nine months had
elapsed since my first challenge.
The positive changes in the economy
in a short time reflected the un-
quenchable spirit and zeal in which
the Cubans proceeded to overcome
what they call,"The Special Period.”
The crisis began in 1989. Their trad-
ing partners, the Soviet Bloc, had
collapsed; Cuba had no dollars to
buy oil, medicine or food from the
industrialized nations. Still trying to
cope with this drastic economic blow,
they were further crippled in 1991
by the Toricelli bill, which intensified
the US blockade against the island.

The global markets were forcing
Cuba to restructure its economy. In
order to preserve the socialist pro-
grams - the right to eat, to feel well,
to be educated, three strategies were
put in place:

|. To vigorously pursue new trading
partners. Latin America now imports
J0%. Other customers include
Canada, major countries in Western
Europe,Vietnam and China,

2, To open Cuba to foreign investors.
One of the largest industries is tour-
ism where to date 185 contracts have
been negotiated. Cuba retains 5 %
control over the joint ventures.

3. To ease domestic restrictions. Open
markets and artisan stalls now flour-
ish throughout Cuba.

Even though people struggle daily
with lack of transportation, monoto-
nous limited diets, minimal consumer
items, Cubans believe these tempo-
rary hardships ensure the continua-
tion of free education, free medical
care and social security. They also
believe that they will survive in spite
of the US blockade. -Ruth Hunter,
Santa Cruz, U.S.
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STATES WITHOUT ARMIES
Did you know that of the almost 200
States of the world, about 23 -or
more than one in nine - have no
army! They are in:

Africa: Mauritius

Americas: Costa Rica, Dominica,
Haiti, Panama, SaintVincent and the
Grenadines

Asia: Maldives

Europe: Andorra, Iceland, Holy
See, Liechtenstein, Monaco
Pacific: Cook Islands, Federated
States of Micronesia, Kiribati,
Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau,
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Vanuatu,
Western Samoa.

For the purposes of this list, coun-
tries are counted as States if they are
internationally recognized and have
a large degree of responsibility for
their own foreign affairs. -Edward
Dommen, Geneva

HAPPY MAYDAY AND HAPPY
80TH BIRTHDAY!

| hope you all had a big party on the
28th ! This time next year | hope to
be able to celebrate a rejuvenated
Toronto WILPF Section. International
Peace Update looks great — the arti-
cle from the Chilean Section on ‘So-
cialism’ is of great interest, and we
would like to have the full text (in
English) so that we can discuss it fur-
ther and share it with other women.
Thank you also for the glowing ad
on my essay (VWWomen and Militarism)
— it looks so brilliant that | might
want to buy a few myself! ! hope the
Beijing (and Helsinki) preparations
are coming along fine, and look for-
ward to seeing some of you in Bei-
jing. -Colleen Burke (Canada) former
WILPF Human Rights Intern
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LETTER TO THE UN
SECRETARY-GENERAL

The recent decision by the Chinese NGO Organizing Committee to relocate Forum '95 to
a Beijing suburb more than 50 km from the intergovernmental conference site, caused
consternation and provoked protests by women around the world. Local and national
organizations are called upon to write to their governments to request the Chinese Gov-
ernment to accommodate NGO Forum '95 in a suitable location. International NGOs are
appedling to the UN Secretary-General to use his good offices to persuade the Chinese
Government to provide NGO Forum 95 with appropriate facilities in an appropriate
focation. WILPF’s International President and Secretary General sent the following fetter to
Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghali:

"On behalf of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, we wish
to express to you our deepest concern over the proposed relocation of NGO
Forum '95 to the outskirts of Beijing,at a distance of more than 50 kilometres from
the site of the Fourth World Conference on VWomen,

WILPF has taken an active part in the preparations for both the World Conference
and NGO Forum '95.We have participated in the regional and international pre-
paratory processes.We are working with many others locally and nationally, as well
as internationally, to raise awareness and ensure success in achieving the goals of
the Conference.

To continue these efforts effectively, representation in both the Forum and the
Conference is necessary. Those who will be designated to fulfill these tasks will be
seriously handicapped by having to spend hours every day to travel from one site to
the other.Although the overlap between the two events is only a few days, partici-
pants must take accommodation near one or the other location. Whichever of the
two they choose, they will have to travel a long distance to the other.

Furthermore, the site offered in Huairou is unsuitable for the NGO Farum.The
buildings offered are scattered over a distance of some 6 kilometres! This defeats
the very purpose of the Forum which is,among others, for women the world over
to be together, exchange information, learn from one another, build new networks
and strengthen existing ones, develop strategies for the further advancement of
women and the implementation of the decisions of the Fourth World Conference.

The two events in Beijing are important to women everywhere.They are important
to those who will be in Beijing to participate in them, and to those who will wait at
home for their outcome. The United Nations must not allow that they be disap-
pointed.

We also wish to once again convey to you our concern about the danger that
certain non-governmental organizations will be refused accreditation to the UN
Conference for political and other reasons, and their representatives Chinese en-
try visas to attend the NGO Forum.These include Tibetan and Taiwanese organiza-
tions as well as lesbian organizations and those whose accreditation was chal-
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World
Conference
an Women
logo for
Beijing

lenged by the Holy See and Armenia at
the recent session of the Commission
on the Status of Women.

We firmly believe that United Nations-
sponsored events and those organized
by NGOs parallel to them with UN sup-
port must be open to all wishing to con-
tribute to a better understanding of is-
sues and to the furtherance of agreed
goals. As a peace organizations of long
standing, we believe that this is an es-
sential condition for promoting world
peace.

We appeal to you, Mr. Secretary-Gen-
eral, to use your good offices to ensure
that all interested and concerned women
wishing to participate in the NGO Fo-
rum, and all non-governmental organi-
zations wishing to contribute to the
Fourth World Conference, be ensured
full participation in both events.

We further appeal to you to use your
good offices to secure a site for the
NGO Forum that meets the minimum
requirements established by the Facili-
tating Committee of NGO Forum 95,
namely, that it be close to the meeting
place of the Fourth World Conference,
that it have one hall for daily plenary
sessions holding at least 10,000 persons,
that it be a contiguous area for Forum
activities and be accessible to partici-
pants with disabilities.

Finally, we request you to intervene on
behalf of NGOs in favour of enlarging
the lobbying facility in the Beijing Rec-
reation Centre, now offered to NGOs
accredited to the Conference, and mak-
ing it accessible to all interested NGOs,
whether or not they are accredited.”
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U.S. MEMBERS OF WILPF
SUBSCRIBE TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE UPDATE

Thanks to the US Section of
WILPF, and in particular to
members of Region I, this is-
sue of International Peace Up-
date is sent to every paid-up
WILPF member living in the
US.We are confident that you
are finding it interesting, in-
formative and useful for your
WILPF work.

Reading international Peace Up-
date (IPU) is a MUST, it links
you with WILPF members
around the world and informs
you of what your sisters in an-
other country are doing. It
brings you information and
critical analysis of develop-
ments in the United Nations
and other international institu-

NOW!

tions and about the work they
are doing. Itis information you
need in your work for WILPF.
These international institutions
may seem far away from where
you are, but the decisions taken
there by governments affect
everyone’s life. You want to
influence your government to
take the right decisions. That
is what WILPF is all about.

IPU is a forum for debating is-
sues of concern to you and
others. It needs your contri-
bution to the discussion. Itis
also a forum for exchange of
experience and for strengthen-
ing solidarity between women
around the world.

Renew your subscription (for-
merly to pax et libertas) or
newly subscribe to International
Peace Update . You need the IPU
and it needs YOU. It needs
your news and views to be a
dynamic paper, and it needs
your subscription if its publi-
cation is to continue.

Send your annual subscription
fee of $15.00 today to the
WILPF US Section Office, 1213
Race Street, Philadelphia, PA
19107. Write your name and
address clearly for the mailing
list, -The Editors

NGO-UNESCO SURVEY

The French WILPF Section is participating in a project designed by the “Women and the Future” NGO Working
Group at UNESCO, and would greatly appreciate it if WILPF members could send replies to the following questions
to: Yvonne Sée, WILPF UNESCO Representative, 24 quai Blériot, 75016 Paris, France, before 30 October [995,

and preferably before the Beijing Conference:
la. Name of country; Ib. Status of women (good, falrly good, bad, very bad).

2. Do your country's laws help or hinder women In improving their status !

3. Could new laws help improve the status of women in your country !

4, If so, specify field, e.g. family rights, business rights, property, inheritance, education, public freedoms ...

5. Would it suffice to change or apply existing laws !

6. Do you know that international Conventions exist in favour of women ?

7. Are such Conventions already ratified in your country known and applied!

8. If so, are they applied satisfactorily ?

9. If not, would it be useful to modify them in order to improve women's status !

10. Would it be more useful to work out new international instruments !

I 1. If so, which would you suggest ! (Give examples).

12. Do you know that you can appeal to UNESCO (a} in the case of non-respect of Conventions ! (b) in cases of viofations of women's
rights ?

13. Do you know how to proceed ! You can address your letter to:Women and the Future (Femme et Avenir) Group, NGO Office,
UNESCO, |, rue Micllis, 75015 Paris, France.

14. Do you know that for this purpose you can contact {a) UNESCO Representatives in your own country (b) local, national or reglonal
NGOs ?
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