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Universal Disarmament is Still a Claim

Susi Snyder, WILPF Secretary General

Disarm, as defined by Merriam Webster's online dictionary is “to deprive of means, reason, or disposition to be
hostile”. ‘The International Congress of Women thart gathered in the Hague 90 years ago recognized the destruc-
tive influence of private arms manufacturers and urged universal disarmament. They stated:

“The Tnternational Congress of Women, advocating universal disarmament and realizing that it can only be
secured by international agreement, urges, as a step to this end, thar all countries should, by such an international
agreemen, take over the manufacture of arms and munitions of war and should control all international traffic in
the same. It sees in the private profits accruing from the grear armament facrories a powerful hindrance to the
aholition of war.”

WILPF has a long history of calling for total and universal disarmament. Not arms control or arms reduction, but
disarmament. This is reflected quite well by a resolution passed at the WILPF Congress in 1921, where WILPF:
“Recommends to the National Sections that they emphatically and continuously insist upon the original meaning
of the term "disarmament” in its literal sense, thus preventing the use of the term as a camouflage for "reducrion

of armaments", which lacter would simply continue the danger of war on a relatively smaller scale.”

General Lee Butler said, “the risks entailed by nuclear weapons are far too great to leave the prospecrs of their
elimination solely within the province of governments.” While governments did not make progress towards
reducing their reliance on suicidal, ecocidal and genocidal weapons, during the seventh Review of the Nuclear
Non Proliferation Treaty (see A Phoenix of Hope), WILPF, and the networks we move in, did achieve a modicum
of success: 40,000 people took to the streets of New York demanding nuclear abolition; unprecedented internatio-
nal media attention was brought to the Review Conference due to the work of NGO networks. Also, resolutions
were passed in the Belgian Parliament calling for the removal of NATO nuclear weapons from Belgium.

We will continue to work towards nuclear abolition. We can do this by continuing to recruit our Mayors to join
the Mayors for Peace, Vision 2020 campaign (see An van Sabben’s article), we can join colleagues in the Abolition
2000 network to rid Europe of NATO nukes, and we can remind the world chat nuclear power powers the bomb
by holding events across the planet on the 20th anniversary of Chernobyl (26 April, 2006).

At the international level, WILPF will continue to build on our outstanding Model Nuclear Inventory, hopefully
clevaring it to the level of the Small Arms Survey or Landmines Monitor. We will continue the Reaching Crirical Will

project and promote transparency in international peace and security discussions. We will continue working with

diplomats and governmenta! officials at all levels to bring abour the legal, political and technical conditions needed.




Rhianna Tyson, WILPF UN Office

F. Scott Firzgerald once wrote,
“The test of a hrst-rate intelligence
is the ability ro hold two opposed
ideas in the mind ar the same time,
and still rerain che ability ro func-
rion. One should, for example, be
able to see thar chings are hopeless
and yet be derermined to make
them otherwise.”

After a month of the deplorable
diplomacy, lack of leadership and
dominance of narrow national
interests thar erippled the Seventh
Review Conference of the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treary, it is
more ditficulr chan ever to heed
Firzgerald's advice, Bur, as UNI-
DIR Director Parricia Lewis so
eloquently stated, “1t is imperative
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A Q= #of Hope

thar we remain optimistic. In
times of despair, it is easier to
become cynical... but it is hope
that will ger us through to the
next stage, when the political cli-
mate is a bit more conducive to
progress on the disarmament and
non-proliferation front.”

[t will not be easy to retain our
hope. The Failure of this Review
Conference has shaken the
world’s faith in che Treary to an
unprecedented degree. The pro-
mise of the 1995 indefnite ex-
tension — that of “permanence
with accountability” — now seems
hollow. Many are wondering how,
during such a crisis of nuclear

proliferation and a growing threat

of actual use of nuclear weapons,
the Review Conference of the
NPT could have failed.

And fail it did. While a few pieces
of paper labelled “Final Document”
were produced and agreed upon,
this document does not contain an
iota of substantive recommendari-
ons or actions to strengthen the
global disarmament and non-
proliferation regime.

It failed due to the intransigence of
a few States, which effectively
sabotaged the Conference and
allowed it to be bogged down in
procedural quibbles. These Stares,
namely Iran, Egypt and the United
Stares, allowed the Conference o
fail — or perhaps, more accurately,



willed it ro fail — precisely because
they have lost their faich in the

Treary to ensure their own security.

Let's look ar the Treary for a mi-
nute, and remember why States
subscribe to it. The US favors the
NPT because it is a legal instru-
ment to prevent the acquisition of
nuclear weapons by those which do
not already possess them. Egypr
remains a party to it based on the
belief thar it constitutes a norm by
which it will be possible to rein
Israel in to the non-proliferation
family, thus freeing the Middle
East from the nuclear weapons that
currently plague it. Iran’s reasons
are probably similar to that of
Egypt’s, though they also hope to
use the NPT as a way by which 1o
obtain security assurances againse
the use of nuclear weapons.

Under the NPT, as under any
effective global mechanism, Stares
receive benefits and achieve cer-
tain objectives in exchange for
certain behaviors. All Stares, then,
are accountable to others for their
actions. With such lamentable
erosion of the Treaty, some Srates
are now thinking thar they can
achieve their same objectives
through other means, which may
lack any of the accountabiliry of a
multilateral treaty.

The US has been working hard
these past few years to setup a
system of unverifiable, non-univer-
sal, plurilateral agreements and
frameworks which help to prevent
the spread of nuclear weapons,
including the Proliferation Securiry
Iniriacive, Security Council resolu-
tion 1540, and the G8 Partnership,

among others. These initiatives may

prove to be very effecrive tools in
curbing the spread of nuclear wea-
pons — and all withourt the promise

of nuclear disarmament in return.

Ten years after the 1995 Review
Conference’s package of decisions
and resolution on the Middle Easr,
[srael remains ourside of the NPT
family, its nuclear weapons conti-
nually chreatening its neighbors in
the region. Egyprt sees no reason
why it should accept stricter con-
trols on its nuclear energy program
while the nuclear facilities of Israel
remain unchecked and un-safe-
guarded.

For Iran, it has been clear thar the
US - and the other Nuclear Wea-
pon States, for that matter — have
no intention of providing binding
security assurances to the Non-
Nuclear Weapon Stares parties 1o
the Treaty. The denial of Tran’s
objectives are thus prompring it o
seek security elsewhere- perhaps
through acquisition of its own nu-
clear weapons, which the Nuclear
Weapon States themselves revere as
the ultimate source of securiry.
The vast majority of Srates, howe-
ver, still believe that the NPT pro-
vides the best road to security. With
over 50 working papers put forth at
this Conference, there are many
issues, which do enjoy widespread
support. The near-consensus in so
many areas only exacerbares the
anger and resentment over the time,
resources and opportuniry wasted at
this Conference. Some Srates par-
ties, including Malaysia, Chile and
New Zealand, utilized che last day
of the Conference to express their
ourrage and disappointment with
the failed Conference,

Canada’s Ambassador Meyer, usu-
ally a perfect reflection of Canada’s
patient, bridge-building role, did
not actempt o hide his personal
outrage and frustrarion in delive-
ring Canada’s closing statement, in
which he summed up the failure of
the Conference thus: “We have let
the pursuit of short-term, parochial
interests override the collective
long-term interest in sustaining
this Treary’s authority and inte-
grity. We have seen precious time
that might have been devored to
exchanges on substance and the
development of common ground
squandered by procedural brink-
manship... We have been hampe-
red, frankly, by a lack of imagina-
rion and will to break with the
status quo and adopt new ways of
conducting our business.”

The General Assembly (GA) Hall
was dead silent as Iran practled off a
list of eight examples demonstrating
“the abysmal record, achieved uni-
laterally by the United States in the
shorr span of five years (thar) resti-
fies to a mentality which seeks so-
lutions solely through demonstra-
tion of power.” The failure of the
Review Conference, said Iran, was
clearly the faulr of the US, which,
they insisted, “tried to create smoke-
screens in this Conference to deflect
arrention from its abysmal record.”
{The US, interestingly enough,
did not exercise its right of reply
in response to the Iranian state-
ment. Failure to reply to such
harsh cricicism is an unusual
choice by a government at the
United Nations, especially when it
allows such a statement to consti-
tute the last substantive words of a
high-profile Conference.)
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Mayors for Peace
Campaign 2005

Having read the several appeals of the
mayor of Hiroshima, Mr. Akiba, to the
mayors all over the world for support
of the ‘American Mayors Resolution
2004, 1 decided ro attempr to get the
mayor of Helmond, my hometown, ro
take an inrerest in che campaign.

I approached a number of people for
support among others a woman who is
town-counsellor and a member of the
‘Refugee Group Helmond’. We wrote a
lecter to the mayor, supported by sig-
natures of inhabirants of Helmaond.
For gathering these we mobilized
members of groups and persons whom
we expected to be interested. All
supported us.

Our next step was to send a letter o
inform the mayor about the campaign.
The lisc of signatures was atrached. In
response, the mayor invited us for a
meeting at the town hall. To counter a
negative advice of a civil servant, we
asserted thac the nuclear danger sur-
passes party politics, as is clear from
the facr that the mayors (who belong
to three different political parties) of
our three biggest cities, Amsterdam,
Rotterdam and The Hague, support
Mr. Akiba’s campaign, The meeting
was concluded with the mayor’s pro-
mise that he would study the addirio-
nal informarion, which we presented to
him, and he would discuss the issue
with his aldermen.

Two weeks later, we were officially
informed by letter from the town hall
that the mayor, as mayor, had given his
formal support to Akiba’s campaign
with the consent of his aldermen.

An van Sabben,
WILPE The Netherlands
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’ With each stalled day, che pro-
spects of an effective outcome grew
more and more dim. NGOs strug-
gled to retain their hope in the sea
of disappointment. On the penulti-
mate day, refusing to be bogged
down in the ¢ynicism and despair
of this Conlerence, some NGOs
had decided to present to the dele-
gates, as they entered the GA hall
to close the Conference, with a
giant sunflower each, a symbolic
reminder of the global desire and
will for nuclear abolition. (Due to
the security set-up of the GA, NGOs
were prevented from actually han-
ding them to the delegates, and so
we were left holding these symbols
of disarmament ourselves,
Unforrunarely, the UN Security
decided there was no room in the
GA for even such symbolic opti-
mism. A squad of security guards
burst into the observer pallery,
marching up and down the rows,
and literally ripped the sunflowers
out of the hands, laps and briefca-
ses of the NGO represenrarives.
You can take the sunfowers our of
the peace activists” hands, bur you
can't wipe out all the seeds of hope
that these Howers symbolize. As
Ambassador Meyer said, “If there is
a silver lining in the otherwise dark
cloud of this Review Conference, it
lies in the hope that our leaders and
citizens will be so concerned by its
failure that they mobilize behind

prompt remedial action.”

NGOs and their governmental
partners are wasting no time in
strategizing creative ways to tackle
the core challenges of the non-
proliferation and disarmament regi-

me. At an Abolition 2000 press

conference on May 26, Alyn Ware,
the Coordinator of the Parliamen-
tary Nerwork for Nuclear Disarma-
ment, asserted thar, “negotiations
should happen through the NPT
or through the Conference on
Disarmament. They're not. So now
we're consulting with povernments
to look ar alternative paths...” He
conrinued ro discuss some of the
successes of “alternarive” processes,
including the 1996 International
Court of Justice’s Advisory Opi-
nion, the strengthening of existing
Nuclear Weapon Free Zones and
the crearion of new ones, and the
slew of GA resolutions which consi-
stently call for the implementation
of disarmament obligations
through the negotiation of a
Nuclear Weapons Convention.
“We're not giving up just because
of the lack of progress through che
NPT, Ware said. “We believe
nuclear disarmament is a political,
moral and legal responsibility- and
a practical possibility- and we're
going 1o make sure cthat happens.”

As we wartch the cinders of the failed
NPT Review Conference smolder
out, a new hope is growing, Out of
its ashes will rise a renewed plan for
eliminating rthe nuclear threas,
propelled by the raw renacity and
moral urgency of civil society. Even
as the men with guns rip the flowers
from our hands, or as the men in
suits push us, through their inac-
tion, ever more closer ro the edge of
annihilation, the majority of the
world’s people will continue the
fight for freedom from fear, inching
all the more closely 1o reaching a
critical mass of political will for
nuclear disarmament.



From 26 February to 11 March 2005 thirty-five women from six WILPF
sections, WILPF International and the WYLPF United Nations Office
converged on UN Headquarters in New York to participate in Beijing
+10. Below, you will find five reflections from WILPF delegates on their

participation in the Beijing +10 process.

WILPF’s Journey to Beijing and Beyond

Robin Lioyd, WILPF US

For many women, Beijing is more
than a city in China. It is an evenr,
a momentous experience that inrro-
duced us to global feminism.

In 1995, I arrived ar the Fourth
UN Conference on Women in Beij-
ing with 230 other women (and 10
men) on The Peace Train, a three-
week journey across Eastern Europe,
Russia and the Grear Steppes of
China organized by the Women’s
International League for Peace and
Freedom. We stopped to meet wo-
men and ralk with women's groups
along the way, and brought their

messages to the conference.

I videotaped the trip and the
conference: 40 hours of tape con-
densed into one hour of video. The
resulting documencary focuses on
four areas: militarism/disarma-
ment, fundamentalism, food secu-
rity, and trafficking in women. [
recently screened it for women in
New York Ciry and was struck by
the fact thar the issues we identified
as areas of concern then are even

more problematical for women today.

[ was in New York to arend che
ten-year review conference on the

Beijing Platform for Action, a two

week session at the UN which re-
visits whar progress has been made
by member nacions. WEDOQ, the
Women's Environment and Deve-
lopment Organization, had issued a
report, “Beijing Betrayed”, detai-
ling how governments have failed
to take the outcome document of
the 1995 conference seriously.
“Governments worldwide have
adopted a piecemeal and incremen-
tal approach to implemenration
that cannot achieve the economic,
social and political transformation
underlying the promises and vision
of Beijing”, it states.
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The trends that have created an
environment hostile to the advan-
cement of women’s rights, the
report says, are growing militariza-
tion, the dominance of neo-liberal
economic frameworks and marker-
driven policies, and rising funda-
mentalist movements.

Given this reality, a strategy
developed by women's groups and
coordinated by the Center for
Women’s Global Leadership was ro

urge thar, instead of opening the

Beijing document to renegoriation,
a simple Declaracion be issued,
reaffirming the Beijing Declara-
tion; and that the precious rime
together be spent in “serious
examination of progress on and
obstacles to women’s rights in the
context of the larger global forces,
and on looking at the resources and

interventions needed for progress”,

The Bush administration did its
best to torpedo this agenda. At the

very beginning of the meeting came
its announced refusal to join the
consensus that had formed in
support of the draft statement issued
by the Bureau of the Commission of
the Status of Women. It proposed
an amendment stating, “We...
reaffirm that the Beijing Platform
and the ourcome of the 23rd Special
Session of the General Assembly
(Beijing+5)...do not create new
international human righes and do

not include che right to aborrion.”




When you consider chart abortion is
state policy in China, a frequently
used sex selective process in India,
and a woman’s right in the US, this
controversial statement was not
going to fly.

In a remarkable show of solidariry,
countries across all regions resisted
US pressure to break consensus.
Finally, the US backed down. The
head of the US delegation ro the
UN’s Commission on the Starus of
Women, Ellen Sauerbrey, told
reporters that the delegation would
withdraw its proposed amendment.
She said she was “pleased that other
countries agreed” with the US
position and the amendment was
therefore not needed.

“They are declaring victory and
going home, as in Vietnam,” said
Charlotte Bunch, executive direcror
of the Center for Women's Global
Leadership. “The reality is thar
they heard loud and clear the voices
of 6,000 women here saying ‘No’,
echoing millions of other women

worldwide.”

I was able to artend only the frst
few days of the conference. Some
35 WILPF women converged from
different parts of the US and the
world to monitor what was going

on and to try to figure out how 1
“lobby” at the UN. We know thar

the UN is not just a debaring
society, as it is often described: it is
a contested space, where key
decisions are made thar impact
women globally. Feminists, we
believe, need to be engaged in the
issues discussed there ...

... The most critical comments on
the status of global feminism came
from an Indian feminist, Devaki
Jain. “Since 9/11,” she said, “we
have seen a resurgence of masculi-
nity. Discrimination against
women 1s universal. We need to
rebuild the feminist movement.”
Looking back at the vitality of the
women's movement that led to the
first international women'’s confe-
rence in Mexico in 1979, she was
disappointed by the lack of progress.
“I deplore that we come here to the
UN to do a report card. We have
become like accountants. The UN
used to be an international space,
despite its bureaucracy. Now itis
being raunted and molested by you
know which government. It is losing
its dignity; it is a dominated space.”
In closing she asked, “How do we
revitalize the international feminist
movement? The feminist movement
should look ar the forces thar are
destroying what we built, and ry 1o
rebuild it again. We should design a
retaking of the UN by showing the
universality of Human Rights.”

In a period of high danger, real or percei-
ved, nearly 3000 harvdy attendees spent up
to two weeks at Beijing+10 at the UN, The
NGO community collaborated with UN
specialists and government leaders or
collided with them over integrating the
Beijing Platform for Action into the
Millennium Goals. The heady armosphere
of the original Beijing Conference ten years
age gave way to debate and feistiness,
involving 35 WILPFers, in this grand scope
of participation.

At the “Rising up in Respouse: Wonten's
Rights in Times of Conflict” panel Afvican
waomen leaders testified to their own lives of
escape and reported on others. “They, the
soldiers” one said, “come in the night to the
hut and force me to sleep with ten men. They
are supposed to protect the communities,”
Almost daily, the UN issues news releases on
rape in conflicts, post-conflicts and, yes,
disasters, At another panel, I met several on-
the-ground and social workers and acade-
mics from NGOs in Kathmandu in the far
North to Colombo in the far South. They
were scathing about gender-based violence
and practical in policy and action proposals,
especially for monitoring.

Security Council Resolution 1325 energized
the Beijing and Millennium processes in
March and the interweaving of gender-main-
streaming in all documents and practices.

Jean Verthein, WILPF US, U
N Representative
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... One of the biggest questions I came away with is why
are we still equating war and the condoning of war with
patriotism and reli-gious zeal and economic gain? War
and global economic treaties enrich a very few at the ex-
pense of the many. Those many happen to be women and
children who get caught in the cross fire of war and suffer
in displaced person’s camps, whether internally or exter-
nally. They are beaten, raped and even murdered in the
name of religion or territory or economic gain, Security is
a global issue — all peoples need to be secure — have econo-

mict freedom, land tenure, jobs, education, justice, access
to health care, ete. Governments the world vver arve gam-
bling with the lives of their people. The law of force does
not supercede the force of law. War is not gender sensitive.
At the peace table those who do the most harm, militias
and armies and war leaders, tend to get the spoils of war
— and women and children are left to more violence and
economic hardship. It seems to be an endless circle.

Corin Kagan, WILPF US

Reflections Post-Beijing +10

Amparo Elisa Guerrero,
WILPF Colombia

Our two weeks at Beijing +10 in
New York confirmed thar women
united have the strength to change
the world. It was gracifying to see
that so many women have learned
to organize collectively and have
obtained more tools to confront the
power relationships that have kept
us marginalized during most of the
world’s history.

But we have worries as well. It is
troublesome witnessing the United
Nartions (UN} become less and less
effective as an organization thac
can rruly influence local, national
and global realities. We have greac
concern thar, despite the fact thac it
has condemned Colombia’s human
rights siruarion and insisted on
numerous changes, its demands
have had little or no effect. The
UN'’s mandartes have done practi-
cally nothing to lessen Colombia’s
human righrs violations; to create
in Colombia an efficient and
humanicarian system for the
thousands who are displaced; to
reform our judicial system or to
require char our nation adopt laws
reflecting che needs of our people.
Perhaps because of its own

internal crises, i.e., the “food for

0il” scandal in Iraq, sexual abuse
by the peacekeepers in the Congo,
irs inability to stop genocide in
Rwanda and Sudan, the UN lacks
the will, prestige or influence to
exert pressure on Colombia. The
UN must do more to urge the
Colombian Srate to adhere to its
agreements as a member of that
body and 1o demonstrare an
intention to reduce the number
of human rights violations, to
stimu-late and mainrain a dia-
logue with the different armed
groups, to implemenr resolution
1325 and include women in the
process of building peace, and to
make the many reforms that we
as a nation deserve,

For women in the world, especially
Colombian women, the UN must
undergo a profound and serious
reform. In particular, the UN
must develop a new concept of
human security consistent with
the Millennium Goals. Eradica-
ting poverty, bartling AIDS,
protecting the environment, all
links of the same chain, must be
part of this definition, together
with universal education, gender

perspective and eliminarting all

forms of violence against women.
It is also imperative that women of
the world, and especially those of
us in organizacions like WILPF,
develop strategies so that all wo-
men participate in this reform, as
we did in creating the Internatio-
nal Criminal Courr and in insis-
ting on the inclusion of gender
perspective in its operations.

We also need to fight against
United States’ ulcra-conservarive
leadership, which is eroding human
rights in the name of combating
terrorism and violating national
sovereignty under the pretext of
“spreading democracy”. We must
support the UN system and its
independence against the United
States” arrempr 1o make it another
US colony.

We must be parr of this change
and supply our energy, leadership
and vision. There is still much
work to do. The UN has been
and can continue 1o be the force
of hope for women and the people
of the world.

This article was written with the
assistance of Nancy Lee Garabedian



Women, Peace,

and Security in a Militarized Context

WILPF New York Office

During the first week of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women,
WILPF hosted an event on “Wo-
men, Peace and Security in a Mili-
tarized Context” with co-sponso-
ring groups Canadian Voice of
Women for Peace, Global Acrion o
Prevent War (GAPW), Kayan -
Feminist Organization (Haifa, Isra-
cl}, and Isha L'lsha — Haifa Femi-
nist Center. Speakers included
Jennifer Nordstrom, coordinator of
GATPW; Rhianna Tyson, project
manager of WILPF’s Reaching
Critical Will project; Palestinian
attorney Sawsan Zaher of Kayan;
and [sraeli attorney Dana Myrien-
baum of Isha Llsha, with Merav
Datan of WILPF as moderator.
The purpose of the discussion was
to look at issues relating to women,
peace and security in terms of both
the direct impact of armed conflicr
as well as che indirect effects of
militarism on societies generally.
The event brought together women
who focus on human rights and
humanitarian aspects of peace and
security work with women who
focus on demilirarization and dis-
armament. Speakers and audience
participants explored notions of
internarional and national approa-
ches to securiry through military
capability, as opposed to human
security, individual and communal
securiry, and women’s approaches
to personal security in unsafe

environments. They observed that

demilicarization and disarmament
work, which seeks to address the
root causes of conflict and weapons
proliferarion, is often carried ourt by
women in very male-dominated
fora and can benefit greatly from a
gender analysis. Similarly, efforts in
the area of women, peace and se-
curity can be enhanced by a berter
understanding of militarism and irs
causes and effects. These approa-
ches complement each other and
both are a direcr challenge to mili-
tary notions of security.

On the regional and local levels,
the discussion explored the social
and economic effects of militarism
on women in the contexr of the
[sraeli-Palestinian conflict. The
impacr of Israel’s defense budger,
80 percent of its overall budget, has
a disproporrionate impact on the
Arab minoriry within Israel, 60
percent of whom live in poverty.
Within this minority, those most
directly affected by cuts in the
welfare budgert (often in the name
of security) are mainly women.
Women are also absent from secun-
ty decision-making within [srael.
The lack of transparency and
accountability on security matters
is illustrated by the “democraric
black hole” of nuclear weapons in a
society where the public does not
even know who decides on the
development and plans for use of

nuclear weapons.

Women from other conflicr areas
spoke abour the effects of armed
conflict and militarism specifically
on women and children. In north-
ern Uganda the ongoing violent
conflict has included systemarically
cutting off women’s lips, and
children have been forced to live on
the streets, seeking shelter and
being exposed to prostitution. A
speaker from Zambia observed that
conflicts in Africa could be stopped
if there was courage to make a
decision to appeal to the West to
leave the continent and its vast
wealth of natural resources alone,
and nor to flood both or all sides o
a conflict with weapons. In Taiwan
democratization efforts are directly
challenged by the danger of a
regional missile race, even though

most people do not want war,

WILPF has a Working Group on
Demilitarization and Disarma-
ment in order to develop and pro-
morte a holistic approach o demili-
rarization and disarmament
efforts, with artention to decoloni-
zation aspects and regional per-
spectives as well as global disarma-
ment of all types of weapons
systems. It is hoped that by sha-
ring information and coordinating
efforts within WILPF and with
other groups, we will gain a berter
understanding of demilitarizacion
and disarmament and our work

will be more effective.
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and a Patriarchal Culture of War

Annelise Ebbe,
WILPFE International Vice-President

On the 6th of April 1930 Gandhi
and his followers reached the sea.
More and more people had followed
Gandhi on this march. The idea was
to wander southward along the
coast, try to gather support in the
villages, make speeches and get
known by the press in India as well
as in England. The march ended in
Dandi 385 kilometers to the south.
On the 6th of April in the maorning
they went to the sea. Gandhi picked
up a handful of salt, and the others
did the same. Then they took some
salt water into buckets and let it
evaporate in the sun. In the follow-
ing days they established stalls and
sold the salt in small bags.

The monopoly was broken, they
had broken the law, an empire
cracked. Bur the process is long
and difficult. We have not
finished ir yer.

In thar light people and organizati-
ons in many countries decided to
reclaim Gandhi.

In India they followed in Gandhi’s
footprints. Others arranged sym-
bolic Sale Marches and handed over
bags of salt to the members of their
parliamenr rogether with a Salt
March Manifesto.

Whar is claimed in this manifesto is
the right to water, air, sea, life and

Earth. And an active and non-violent

resistance to the global economic
agenda is manifested,

In the Danish WILPF section Ellen
Harup (1871-1953) worked for
Gandhi for a couple of years in the
late 20ies,

For years she was very enthusiasric
but gor more eritical lircle by little.
Not towards the non-violence or
the civil disobedience strategy, but
towards his view of women. In1936
she wrote, “I read whar he says
about the women, and whar he says
to them when they ask for advice.
Gandhi admires them highly. He
has called them our from their
isolation (...} But Gandhi still has

the mind of a man ...”



When Ellen Herup talked about
Gandhi having the mind of a man,
she meant that even though he
admired women and was aware of
educarion as one of the most essen-
tial sources to women's full and
equal participation, he was not
aware of the suppression of women
by the male members of their fami-
ly, and he never realized that this
suppression is part of a pattern.
The Security Council Resolution
1325 talks abour equality and equal
rights at all negotiation rables and
in all decision making. But it also
stresses that women “account for
the vast majority of those adversely
affected by armed conflict”.

It is the same deep rooted parttern
which caused the suppression of
Indian women by their male family
members, which also causes this
fact ~ quoted from 1325. And there
is a direct line from the violence
that women suffer from during war
and armed conflict to the domestic
violence in a society.

One of my important research find-
ings at the university some years ago
on whar happened to women du-
ring war and conflict was thar vio-
lence against women, all kinds of
violence, is connected to the view of
and the status of women in society.
Parriarchy is not only characterized
by a hierarchic, pyramidal structure
of power but alse by an aggressive-
ness in the conception of the role,
whether it is a man or a woman
who is bearer of it. Patriarchy is not
only a structure, which favours
men or traditional masculine con-
duct, it is also a culture of war. The

parttern is in us,

Many governments have interpret-
ed the implemenration of 1325 as a
requirement for more women in the
military. However, the military is
idenrical to intensified patriarchy and
synonymous with a culrure of war.
The more conflicts and wars in the
world the more the military cul-
ture 15 characterized by absolute
obedience, destructive and violent
con-duct, and contempr for life,
These are all ideals, which are
connected to a macho picture,
virility, and even masculinity.
Crirical conduct, diplomacy and
non-violent conflict resclutions are
considered as less brave and some-
times even contrast masculinity.
When you take up arms you throw
away feelings. Too much compas-
sion and even humanity will make
a bad soldier.

Frightening examples from the
ror-ture scenarios in the Abu
Ghraib prison and also from the
Danish Camp Eden in the south-
ern part of Iraq give us the hint
that women are not bringing non-
violent con-flict resolution, diplo-
macy, humanity, let alone com-
passion into the military. Women
soldiers are swallowed up by and
integrated into the pacriarchal
culcure of war,

And this culture is not only ma-
nifesting icself in wars and con-
flicts. In our everyday realicy we
find people who are using a lan-
guage and a vocabulary indica-
ting this culture of war. Many
people talk abour sports in a way
very close to the way they ralk
abour war and the barrtlefield.

And so-called serious and gender
conscious male writers are talking
abour sexuality as if sexual inter-
course more than anything else is
similar to a battlefeld.

Words from the world of war are
merging into the world of play
and sports. But not only the
words are merging. The acritude
follows and little by little also the
conduct, which means pure and
aggressive competition rather
than non-violent and positive co-
operation and play, building on a
more holistic view of the human
being and the world.

A Danish writer Adam Holm
expresses it like this: “If boys are
living in the middle of an
Armageddon or if cthey are far
from every belligerence does not
matter, they play war everywhere,
and this play in its most violent
mode of expression forms essen-
tial part of (...) the undersran-
ding of cheir sex ...”

Boys are carrying the partriarchal
culture of war from their earliest
childhood. And in spite of the fact
that many of them, actually most
of them, put the plastic gun and
every other gun on the shelf, chey
have it in their inner universe as a
force, a patriarchal force.

One of our obligations and respon-
sibilities as women and/or feminists
for a culture of peace is to ralk
about this, to grab the challenge, w0
be aware of the pattern and ro work
against it, to teach other women,
girls, men and not least boys
around us that we can all build a
better world rogether withour this

patriarchal culcure of war.
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Regina Birchem,
WILPF International President

Marra Benavides, WILPF, El
Salvador, and her friends secup a
small museum in a vacant room on
the first Aoor of the Mayor’s office in
Santa Ana, the second largest city of
El Salvador. The museumn was spon-
sored by WILPF and SIGLO XXIII
The exhibition consisted of mun-
dane items of daily life of ordinary
people in El Salvador and the world.
The items were placed in colorful
ways as art pieces in juxra-position
to surprise the viewer, instigate ques-
tions, and suggest linkages abour
human beings and rhe narural and
social environment, justice, free-
dom, gender, recycling, non-violence
and peace. The items were things we
routinely use, or have ar home and
show what it means to live ecologi-

cally and culturally aware.

for a Sustainable Future

The museum was called AHA!!
Museum of Popular Cultures
and Arrs.

The idea entering the exhibir was
“Huh???”

The exir sign was “Aha!!!!
Uhummm!”

This was a creative approach to

education for a sustainable future!

Decade for Education for
Sustainable Development

In recognition of the importance
af educarion for a sustainable furu-
re in peace and harmony with
nagure, the United Nations has
declared a decade of Educartion for
Sustainable Development 2005-
2015. There will not be livable
future unless we change our
fundamenral economie, political
and social arrangements. We have
to get from “Huh?” to "Aha!” -
from ignorance and en-trenched
consumerism to awareness and

ecologically centered policies.

Among the 21 Rio Principles
agreed upon ac the 1992 Earth
Summit are:

People are entitled to a healthy
and producrive life in harmony
with narure.

Development must not undermine
the needs of furure generations.
Environmental issues are best
handled wich the full participation
of all concerned cirizens.
Susrainable development requires a
scientific understanding of the

problems.

The full participation of women is
essential; the creativity, ideals and
courage of youth and the knowledge
of indigenous peoples are needed.
Wars are inherently destructive of
sustainable development,

Peace, development and a sustaina-
ble environment are interdependent

and indivisible.

Enormous resources and effort have
been put into environmental edu-
cation, especially since the Earch
Summit in 1992. The hope is that in
the long rerm this will bring about
social change. Yer economic globali-
zation, consumption, depletion of
resources, unhealthy living conditi-
ons have persisted and in many
places worsened. And daily experi-
ence demonstrares that we have not
dealr with the realty of global
warming, disrupted ecosystems, and
the tragic loss of biodiversity.

Parr of the reason may lie in the kind
of educarion delivered. Chet Bowers
argues “that environmental education
in its present form is often provided
in a way that does not challenge the
dominant ways of thinking thar evol-
ved in the modern era of uncontrol-
led industrialism and has continued
in che depersonalized individualism
of the information age.” (World
Youth Report 2003, UN Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs)
The Grear Law of the Hau de no
sau nee (Six Nations [roquois
Confederarion) says that in every
generation we have o consider the

impact on the seventh generation!



A letter to WILPF from Marta Benavides, WILPF International Vice-President

Very dear sisters, salud.

I write to you at a rime when we are celebrating Monsignor Romero, who was murdered in El Salvador 25 years ago.
Hundreds of people from all over the world have come to be with us. It is quite appropriate to have had you in
mind at this time for his theme is peace — thar is whart his life was and is all abour.

You see, he was archbishop during the time of the war in the ‘80's and he was murdered for daring to speak clearly
of all the manifestarions of peace.

He called poverry war, inequality war, hunger war, exclusion war, injustice war, lack of employment war, violence

war, and militarism war.

Today, we are living in the same conditions, not only in my country but also around the world. Violence is
rampant. Even “natural” disasters are very much the result of the actions of human beings.

In my country, just yesterday, we saw in the news that our government is promoting the creation of a regional
military force to combar gangs, and recommends that our neighboring country’s military force, Honduras, intervene
on our soil for that purpose. And, right now the US is returning people from my country who are arrested in the US
to El Salvador, calling them gangs, creating a very difficulr situation for them and for our peoples here in El Salvador.
Here people are living under the Super Iron Fist Law. Anyone suspected to be a gang member, and for which the
best proof is having a tattoo, is arrested. In just one month 20,000 youth were caprured arbitrarily, and finally,
more than 18,000 were released, just as “securiry measures”. Even those kept are not proven to be guilty.

We live the misery of poverty and che fear of what is being called terrorism. Our country is the only one in the
continent of the Americas thar has troops in Iraq. My country within the Americas is the most violent and the
second most ecologically deteriorated to the point of becoming a desert, according to the UN Economic Commis-
sion on Larin America.

In the US, starting on April 5, more than a thousand volunteers start to patrol the south US border to hunt for the
so called “illegals” — many of them are my own Salvadorian sisters and brothers looking for a way to send money
home. This is where the violence and rerror comes from — and supporred by the law.

We witness today millions of people dying of hunger, of HIV/AIDS, of human-provoked natural disasters, of the
crisis created by the warming of the earth, of a biodiversity under attack for the purpose of making more profit, of

youth without the security of an education, or even if they have it, no securicy of a decent job.

I see WILPF being a light in the world, helping to bring people in the process of manifesting peace in all its
dimensions, having a presence of peace at the personal, local, national, regional and global level.

[ see that WILPF has to make and take the rime to discern what that means and how we can carry this way of
being in today’s world in the time in which we live.

What does it mean to be an organizarion that is international? (Are we saying international, or also internationa-
lism, and what does this mean for our actions?) A "league” What is the funcrion of such an entity?

For peace: what is peace today in the various levels thac we have outlined? And what is freedom in roday’s globa-
lised world, in the context of neo-liberalism, and food and job insecuriry? How is freedom supported in peace,
and how does freedom support peace?

I think that chis is the time ro figure this out, as we are almost 100 years old, and as we face today’s world and a

diminishing number of members. I urge us to do so.

Love, Marma
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Krishna Ahooja-Parel,
IEC member, WILPF India

It was at the famous Peace Research
Center, in Ahemedabad, thar WILPF
International sponsored a series of
training workshops to promote the
implementation of UN Security
Council Resolurion 1323, the first in
2001. The secand waorkshop, in
2002, resulted in che formarion of the
first WILPF core group in Nagpur
{Maharashtra). The third and fourth
workshops in 2003 and 2004 gene-

rared considerable enthusiasm in che

An Impressin
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NGO communities both in Gujarat
and Maharastra and brought rogether
a number of important women’s or-
ganizations. The most recent work-
shop in the series was organized for
two days on 28 and 29 January 2005
under the title of “Culture Of Peace:
Women’s Perspectives”. Its objective
was to train the trainers on methodo-
logies and techniques of conflict reso-
lution and post conflict healing from

the trauma of violence and wars.

&

On 28th January, a series of ses-
sions concentrated on different
articles of the UN Security
Council Resolution 1325 and
their significance on learning
tolerance to eradicare tensions
among different communities
with the basic aim of creating a
peaceful environment in society.
Professor Sadhna Vora, the inspi-
ration behind the Peace Research
Center for over rwo decades,



Section
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in Rapid Development

emphasized the urgenrt need to
make Gender and Peace as a part
of the regular university curricu-
lum. She has been subsequently
nominated as the national Pre-
sident of WILPF India. Dr Push-
pa Mortiani, who is now the pre-
sident of the Gujarat Regional
Branch and who has done con-
siderable research in Hindi is a
specialist on gender issues. She
reminded the audience of the
achievements of women during
the lasc three decades and the
need 1o connect these results wich
the peace movement. The partici-
pants also learnt about the 28ch
WILPF Congress and discussed
briefly the interconnections be-
tween women, water and peace,
particularly che paper presented
by Nilima Sanyal and Sushma
Pankhule from Nagpur descri-
bing the conditions of privatiza-
tion of water and the difficulties
women face to acquire safe water.
Dr. Nilima Sanyal is now elecred
as the President of the Maha-
rashtra Regional Branch.

Dr. Sushma Pankhule, the past
President to whom the credit goes
for building rhe original core
group, conrinues to be a member

of the Executive Commitree.

On 29th January 2005 the part-
icipants learnt abous the highli-
ghrs of the history of WILPF and
its relationships with Gandhi in
the 1930s and other connecrions
with the universiry creared by
Gandhi. It was in 1931 when
Gandhi was returning from Lon-
don after a historic roundtable
conference that he came to know
WILPF in Geneva. No other or-
ganization came forward to orga-
nize a political meeting on his
experiences of the British rule and
how the people of India were
fighting to bring an end ro colo-
nialism in India. The meering
rook place ar lunchtime in Vicro-
ria Hall in Geneva arrended by
some 2000 persons spilling over in
the side streets. Some letrers writ-
ten by Gandhi also show thar he
was acquainted with WILPF in
Vienna, His speech, which under-
lined rhe role of women in main-
raining and conrributing to peace,
has been rtranslated in English,
French, Hindi and Gujarari and
other languages. A book published
in English and orher Indian lan-
guages a few years ago has col-
lecred his writings on the contri-
bution of women in the history of
Indian independence.

The Action Plan adopted by
WILPF India includes an all
India Conference on the imple-
mentation of the Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1325 in 2006, in-
troduction of Gender and Peace
Project in the university curricu-
lum, networking with internatio-
nal NGOs on linkages of the
Beijing +10 issues and Millen-
nium Development Goals and
finalizing program for the nario-
nal secrion after consulrations
with the Gujarat and Maha-
rashcra regional branches. The
next conference of the national
section is provisionally planned
in Nagpur where WILPF initiati-
ves were taken in 2001 and
where the first seminar on glo-
balizarion, disarmament and
peace was organized, inspiring
60 people to join WILPF on the
spot. The new Gujarar regional
branch has begun a fundraising
drive for its projects. WILPF
India would like to appeal to
WILPF International and other
national sections to assist its
program and projects by com-
ments and financial support to
sustain its ability to survive its

nascent problems.
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Letter from the Swiss Section

Dear WILPFers all over the globe,

In Géteborg you celebrared with us the re-founding of the Swiss WILPF section. Now we would like to let you
know abour the developments that have been taking place since then in our small country.

On International Women's Day, a group of women from a number of NGOs handed over to the Swiss government
more than 7000 posrcards requesting concrete measures to be taken towards the full implementation of UN
Resolution 1325. As this petition had been launched before we re-founded the Swiss section, we were involved
only as supporters of the campaign, rather than as part of the organizing team. Hopefully this will be different in
future!

As you can see, we are not yet in a position to report on any big accomplished deeds! Afrer re-founding our
section last summer, we started our working on the basis that we would wanr to present some attractive, concrete
projects in order to win more members. We therefore established contacts with the WILPF section in Lebanon as
well as with a women's shelter in Switzerland. However, we soon realized that by purting our emphasis on the
development of these projects, we had neglected an important aspect of our work, namely to strengthen and
solidify our own group and infrastructure, We are now busy making up for these neglects. Having already written
a brochure documenting the history of the Swiss WILPF section, we are now in the process of creating a web site
and a Ayer for our section.

The next event that we are organizing is a public lecture-cum-discussion on the issue of trafficking in women in
Switzerland. Two authors of a recently published book on the issue will present their research and talk about this
important topic. At the annual meering of our section on May 28, Philomena De Agrella spoke to us abour her
work with the UN and, of course, we will be celebrating the 90th birthday of WILPF! Everybady in the vicinity is
cordially invited vo join us for these events!

Finally, we would like ro report on a rather bleak chapter in current Swiss politics. The Parliament is presently
debaring a new asylum legislation. Since April 2004, asylum seekers whose applications have been deemed
unworthy of being processed no longer receive any social benefits. Now there are even plans to widen the scope of
this law and to deny social benefits also to all those asylum seekers whose applicarions have been rejected. What is
more, the right for a basic minimal support ensuring survival in our country — the so-called “Norhilfe” which is
guaranteed in our constitution ~ is to be abolished. Various NGOs, church organizations, human rights activists,
and politicians worthy of the name, are fighting this fierce atrack on the humanirarian tradition of our country. As
you can see, there is plenty of work to do even here in our small, well-shelrered country. We remain, however, fully
aware of the fact thar most of you have to work under much harder and much more difficult condirions. We feel
strongly and warmly connected with all of you, and we wish you and ourselves,

A lot of power and stamina in our continuing endeavors for peace!

Toni Michtlinger, for the Swiss section
Translated by Daniéle Klapproth



Reality and fairytale - a Journey to Lebanon

Aunelise Ebbe,
WILPF International Vice-President

In the last week of January I was in
Lebanon. In one way I fele thar the
visit brought me very close to
Lebanese reality and everyday life,
in another way this was a fairytale,
the meeting wicth wonderful
WILPFers of many ages, the stay-
ing in the country, the smelling of
the odours and scents, the tasting
of the food, the breathing of the
city atmosphere and the landscapes
etc. etc. Such excitement ...

At the Officers’ meeting in October
2004 we talked about “loving and

tender care” for the sections. ] am

not quite sure what thar means. But
[ know for sure that [ wanr to meet
the sections on their own field,
meet members who will never go to
international meetings, talk and
care abour special conditions and
difficulties.

In my capacity as a Vice-President
the Lebanese section was the first
visited. [ don't know how much
loving and tender care [ was able to
give, but I do know how much
loving and tender care I got.

From che botrom of my hearc [
will thank the secrion for a very
warm and really eventful visit to
Lebanon. I felt overwhelmed from

the very beginning. So much was

Sections

done to make me feel well and
welcome and o widen my
horizon as to the cultural and
political history of Lebanon, the
importance of Leba-non in the
region, the political everyday life,
the immense suppression of the
Palestinian refugees, and the
tough everyday life for so many.
They presented a cornucopia at
all imaginable levels.

It wouldn't be fair to mention
names, so many contribured.
How-ever [ have to mention thart
I felt honoured to visic che Pre-
sident of the Lebanese secrion,
Sid Anissa Najjar. Thank you so

much to all of you.

Disarmament Intern in Geneva 2005

Susi Snyder,
WALPF Secretary CGeneral

Philomena De Agrella is the
WILPE 2005 Disarmament Intern
from Canada. She has a diverse
background in her education and
work experience. Miss De Agrella
has a B.Sc. in Biology and
Chemistry. She has worked for the
Canadian Department of Foreign
Affairs and loternational Trade on

Indigenous Issues and their rights
at the United Nations. In Brussels,
she worked ar the European
Commission in both the Directo-
rate Generals of External Relari-
ons and Education and Culture.
At the United Nations in New
York, she represented youth and
women on the Canadian Delega-
tion for the Commission on
Susrainable Development (CSD-
9). In India, she worked for the

Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency regarding rural
women and micro credits. Miss
De Aprella also recently spent a
yeat working as a language
instructor in the Republic of
Korea. Her inrerests span a broad
spectrum of issues, which include
gender, human and indigenous
rights, the environment, healch
and medicine, nuclear disarma-
ment and the small arms trade.
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The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) is+
oldest women’s peace organization in the world. It was founded in Apru 13,
in the Hague, the Netherlands, by some 1300 women from Europe and vorth
America, from countries at war against each other and neurral ones, who came
together in a Congress of Women to protest the killing and destruction of the
war then raging in Europe. WILPF is an international non governmental
organization (NGQ) with National Sections in 37 countries, covering all
continents. [ts International Secretariat is based in Geneva and maintains a
New York UN office. Its aims and principles are:

* to bring rogether women of different polirical beliefs and philosophies who
are united in their determination to study, make known and help abolish
the causes and the legitimization of war;

* to work toward world peace; rotal and universal disarmament; the abolition
of violence and coercion in the settlement of conflict and its replacement in
every case by negotiation and conciliation;

* to support the civil society to democratize the Unired Nations system;

to support the continuous development and implementation of international

and humanitarian law;

* 1o promote political and social equality and economic equity;

* o contribute toward co-operation among all people;

* to enhance environmentally sustainable development.

www.wilpf.int.ch



