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Business As Usual
Cathy Picone

With the recent genocidal attack against the Maubere people of East Timor by the Indonesian armed forces (TNI),

the international community has once more come face to face with the ugly underbelly of global capitalism, Recent

atrocities on the part of TNI need to be understood in a larger context if we are to comprehend the full sway of
the forces at work.

On 5 May this year, Indonesia, Portugal and the United
Nations signed a memorandum of understanding out-
lining the “necessary security conditions" for an au-
tonomy ballot for EastTimor. Despite protestations from
human rights groups and the East Timorese Resistance,
oversight
for security
and super-
vision of the

AG f} o ballot was
L &’““’w‘-s £ hwsmaci ' | given to the

Indonesian
government. The day of the ballot, Monday August 30, came and went.
Nearly 100% of the East Timorese people registered to vote and, of
those, 78.5% voted for independence. At that time, there were around
15,000 Indonesian troops in East Timor. It was clear that TN| were well
able to maintain 'law and order’ as on the day of the ballot and for a
week following, when things were relatively quiet.

A week later, they unleashed mayhem and murder on what Xanana
Gusmao called “my brave, heroic but defenceless people”. Since then, it
has become clear that TNI's scorched-earth policy has seen many hun-
dreds of East Timorese brutally killed and hundreds of thousands of
others driven across the border into West Timor. Thousands are unac-
counted for. Analysts are still debating the extent of the complicity of
the Indonesian government in the attacks but indications are that such
a thorough-going genocide could not have been carried out without the
involverent of many civilian elements of the Indonesian government.

The 120,000 East Timorese who fled into the hills behind Dili have now
begun their return but, at the time of writing, of the 200,000 - 250,000
East Timorese who fled or were forcibly displaced to West Timor, at
least 145,000 remain in camps under the control of Indonesian-backed

(continued on page 2)
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militias. Despite the presence of the multinational peace
enforcement force (UNAMET) now in East Timor, the se-
curity situation for those displaced to West Timor is still
extremely dire. In addition, their living conditions are of
great concern to UNAMET and aid agencies.

Horrific Human Rights Violations

While the scale of TNI atrocities is far greater this time,
the crimes against humanity since the ballot are nothing
new. Stories of horrific human rights abuses have been
coming out of East Timor ever since the Indonesian inva-
sion in 1975. Michelle Turner’s book Telling East Timor:
Personal Testimonies,” details accounts of the most cruel
and brutal violations imaginable.These tortures and mur-
ders, including murders of babies and children, rapes,
house burnings, church burnings and lootings have been
going on in East Timor ever since 1975.The massacre at
the Santa Cruz cemetery in 1991 by Indonesian troops
against unarmed East Timorese, including children, was dif-

 ferent only in so far as two television journalists happened

to capture it on film. Even before the most recent massa-
¢re, it was estimated that 200,000 East Timorese had died
at the hands of the Indonesian military or due to starva-
tion directly attributable to their activities.

Horrific human rights abuses by the Indonesian military
against the peoples of their 'provinces’ have not been lim-
ited to their "27th province'. In Irian Jaya' (West Papua),
the so-called Act of Free Choice supervised by the UN
which gave over that territory to Indonesia in 1969 also
surrendered the indigenous people there to savage butch-
ery at the hands of TNI. Credible reports have been re-
ceived of TNI taking men out in helicopters and throwing
them overboard into the sea. Mass graves have been found
in caves in the territory. In July last year after an official
delegation of the Indonesian Human Rights Commission
visited West Papua, it was disclosed that the people had
suffered murders, house burnings, church burnings and

| other human rights abuses at the hands of the Indonesian
' military which was acting allegedly to protect the interests

of a US mining giant. In Aceh (where US petroleum inter-
ests are heavily invested), estimates of Acehnese civilians
killed between 1989 and 1998 vary from 5,000 to 39,000.
Thousands of others have been raped and tortured. =j»
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The Rape of Resources

In a copycat model of their Dutch
colonizers, the New Order Regime
in Jakarta has expropriated the re-
sources of numerous subjugated
peoples throughout the archipelago.
FromAceh toAmbon to Kalimantan
to Irian Jaya to East Timor, the story
is the same: the Javanese civilian and
military elite in Jakarta have
overseen a grab for the resources
of First Nations peoples in the out-
lying ‘provinces’.

Corporations from the US, Canada,
Japan, UK and Australia have been
supported by the New Order Re-
gime. The revenue generated by oil
and gas in Aceh, for instance, goes
straight to Jakarta and to corporate
interests with the Acehnese receiv-
ing only a standard regional budget.
The huge profits from US mining
companies in Irian Jaya do not go to-
wards supplying infrastructure for the
local indigenous peoples. In
Kalimantan, local people who have
been farming and panning for goldfor
generations have been displaced by
the activities of an Australian mining
company. Foreign-owned clothing
and footwear multinationals exploit
the human resources through their
subcontracting factories across the
archipelago. So-called trade unions
sponsored by the Indonesian govern-
ment ensure a docile work force of-
ten with unjust, harsh, even cruel
working conditions.

While the Indonesian military and its
civilian apologists do their best to
whip up ethnic, cultural and religious
divisions among the peoples, the se-
cessionist movements in provinces
such as Aceh, Irian Jaya and Ambon
arise directly from the economic ex-
ploitation of the peoples. Huge for-
tunes have gone both to corporate

interests and members of the Indo-
nesian elite. Corruption Watch Indo-
nesia estimates the personal wealth
of the Soeharto family at between 7-
70 billion US dollars in cash, prop-
erty,art and public assets.

In this context, when called upon to
contribute ground troops to a mul-
tinational peacekeeping force for East
Timor, it is hardly surprising that the
Pentagon’s reply was a sterp“no” - it
was not in the 'vital interests' of the
US to do so.

A Country in Transition
Indonesia is presently going through
a huge transition. Since the fall of the
Soeharto government last year, the
Republic has seen its first democratic
elections in forty years. Activists in
the widespread movement for de-
mocracy in Indonesia are being killed
by the same military which has killed
the East Timorese, the West Papuans
and the Acehnese. (Even in the new
People's Consultative Assembly-—the
MPR—the military maintains its dual
function and is assured of 38 re-
served parliamentary places.) In the
past month, at least nine Indonesian
students in Jakarta have been killed
and hundreds of others injured in vio-
lent mass demonstrations about the
succession to the Presidency and the
new Emergency Security Bill which
will give further sweeping powers to
the miilitary.

A Flourishing Arms Trade

International arms traders have flour-
ished through sales to the New Or-
der Regime. Suppliers have included
the United States, the United King-
dom, Australia, Canada, the Nether-
lands, Germany, France, Finland, Bel-
gium, Italy, Spain, Sweden and Swrit-
zerland. Ironically many of these
countries were among those sup-
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porting the recent resolution by
UNHCR for an international human
rights investigation of war crimes on
the part of their client regime in East
Timor. Despite the rhetoric of 'ethi-
cal' arms sales in some nations such
as the UK, British Hawk ground at-
tack aircraft have been spotted in
swoops over Dili and water cannon
sold by the UK have been used to
suppress demonstrations in Jakarta.
In addition, the US, UK, Netherlands,
Germany, France, New Zealand and
Australia have supplied military train-
ing to the Indonesian armed forces.

Some WiIn but Most Lose

With increasing privatization of pub-
licly owned assets, larger and larger
proportions of populations in afflu-
ent countries are being turned into
shareholders. Befuddled by share
ownership, misled and confused into
thinking that their interests coincide
with those of the multinational cor-
porations, many ordinary people, es-
pecially those in business circles, fail
to recognize the nexus between
trade with oppressive regimes (such
as the New Order Regime in Indo-
nesia) and ongoing human rights in-
fringements. For instance, during the
height of the recent military on-
slaught against the East Timorese
people, when the Australian trade
union movement instigated bans on
the handling of cargo from Indone-
sian ships,an Australian wheat farmer
responded by saying that political
considerations should not interfere
with the sale of his produce to Indo-
nesia. Popular sentiment such as this
is reflected in national trade policies

—and not only in Australia.
continued on page 13)

Cathy Picone Is a national co-
ordinator of VWILPFAustralia.
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CAN THE EFFECTS OF GLOBALIZATION BE MITIGATED?

Virginia Rasmussen

'Globalization® was the topic of this year’s NGO Conference, from |5-17 September 1999 at UN headquarters in New
York. The Conference is sponsored annudlly by the UN Department of Public Information in cooperation with NGOs.
WILPF's Virginia Rasmussen was invited to speak at the panel on ‘can the art and skills of conflict prevention and
resolution contribute to mitigating that process?' Her answer to the question has been adapted for publication in IPU.

Most of the conflicts resulting from
the globalization process, as we are
experiencing it, cannot be resolved
because the wrong combination of
parties is at the resolution table.This
does not mean that we quit all cur-
rent prevention and resolution ef-
forts with regard to the large
conflictual issues globalization is
now foisting on us.lt does mean that
as we struggle to do that work we
look at the underlying realities that
make conflict resolution in this in-
creasingly globalized world so very
tough, and work to change those
realities.

To think more clearly about who
should be at the table we need to
see what is at the heart of a conflict
resolution process that works.VWhat
we find there is something that ac-
knowledges,and whose ocutcome re-

“7

flects, the human needs and human
rights of the parties to the conflict.
WVe hear so often that conflict should
be seen as an opportunity to come
to new understandings, to bring our-
selves to a better place. Indeed, in
conducting conflict resolution train-
ing | became aware that conflict is
healthy and natural.

Conflicts arise when there are dif-
ferences in values, or the goals for
expressing those values, or the
methods for reaching goals, or the
style of carrying out the methods,
or the power to do any of those
things, or any combination of those
things. Conflicts are not resolvable
when the disparity in any of those
factors (values, goals, methods, style,
and power) is too great, or when too
many factors are at issue,Thus, suffi-
cient common ground for the reso-

ITS A
NEW WORLD
ORDER!

lution of conflict is possible only
when human beings are involved
who do have similar basic natures,
similar basic needs, similar rights
and powers, with a level of shared
commitment to human rights.

Who or what are the parties in con-
flicts arising out of current globali-
zation patterns; conflicts which in-
creasingly are about the fundamen-
tal elements of human life and its
conduct: air, water, genes, crops,
food, soil, people’s work, trees, ores,
technologies, airwaves, capital, serv-
ices, people’s thoughts, histories,
etc.? Are the parties at the resolu-
tion table human beings capable of
resolving conflicts with one another?
Are they capable because large
enough common ground is shared
by them, and small enough dispari-
ties separate their values, goals,
methods, styles and power!

One of the parties to most conflicts
is revealed in the invitation to this
conference: “If business has deter-
mined the direction and set the
tenor of globalization how can other
voices of civil society assume their
place in the policy-making that is
shaping the future of humankind?"

“Business” has determined the di-
rection, set the tenor? What “busi-
ness” are we talking about? Surely
not the Mom and Pop grocery at
the corner of the block struggling
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for customers and money enough
to pay the bills.Is it Don and Dave’s
auto repair shop on County Road!?
It is important that our language
puts us on clear and commeon
ground if we are to see these con-
flicts sharply.

Why are we not saying that giant
business corporations have deter-
mined the direction and tenor of our
future? And why are we not appalled
by the statement that business is de-
termining the future of people and
the Earth!?

Would we be more appalled if the
sentence read, “giant business cor-
porations have determined the di-
rection and tenor” of our future?

Would we be clearer on the roots
and nature of our conflicts and the
capacity for their resolution if we
said that giant business corporations
are defining our values, our work,
our investments, our production,
our communities, our media, our
lives and, indeed, our governments?

For surely we have noticed that our
governments have increasingly fallen
in line, doing the corporations’ bid-
ding, aiding in their oppressive acts
even as governments’ sovereign
powers are sapped by so doing, and
the financial resources essential to
conduct the responsibilities of pub-
lic life are stolen, too often with gov-
ernment consent.

This kind of straight talk is critical
to understanding the possibilities, or
lack of them, that lie in conflict pre-
vention and resolution processes.
Most conflicts arising out of globali-
zation forces involve, as one party,
the corporation pursuing its man-

date of gaining more profits and
power at the expense of absolutely
everything else, and, as the other
party, natural persons as individuals
or workers,as communities of peo-
ple, or protectors of Earth, or citi-
zens of nations. Now this one party
to the conflict, this corporation or
collection of corporations, is not a
natural person and it is certainly not
a citizen.

There is a long history in western
civilization, of men of property us-
ing the corporate form as a means
to economic and governing power.
In the United States, a country
whose corporations are at the fore-
front of corporate globalization, the
corporate form was granted
personhood, and these artificial per-
sons have gone on to acquire wealth,
privileges, and immunities way be-
yond that of natural persons.Yet the
owners of property have been so
successful in colonizing our minds to
accept as inevitable their wealth,
power and governing authority that
few of us question the illegitimacy
of that authority even in countries
that loudly proclaim democratic his-
tories and governments.

How else but “mind colonization”
can explain so ready an acceptance
of our conference invitation which
casually inquires that as we face a
corporate-determined future can we
get together to determine if we as
NGOs can find a role for real peo-
ple in the policy-making that will
bring us our future?

Is it not right that we who repre-
sent organizations of natural persons
should be here to make a claim for a
people-determined future! How can
we begin to do that? What must we
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learn about our nations’ corporate
histories; about, in some countries,
the corporations taking away the
rights and responsibilities of citizens
and governments; what new kinds
of language, strategies and action
must we build together in order that
some day natural persons are on
both sides of the conflict resolution
table! They will be on both sides only
when people define and are in
charge of business corporations and
all other corporate and government
entities we establish to serve us.

Are not these the powers that so-
called democracies would choose
for the citizens of all nations?

Why then do we at this UN confer-
ence marginalize ourselves with the
label ‘civil society' and seek only a
role for this “civil society” in shaping
the future, to be merely a partner or
participant in a process in which we
concede majority power to corpo-
rate bodies, as the UN Research In-
stitute for Social Development re-
cently did when it seemed quite
happy to settle for civil society “grow-
ing closer to the world’s elites in gov-
ernment, business and finance.”

Such a distribution of governing au-
thority among corporate entities,
non humans all, will rarely if ever al-
low the resolution of globalization's
human conflicts. Think about the
consequences of those many reso-
lution failures and be appalled.CJ

‘Professor Rasmussen fs Co-
Chair of the WILPFLIS Cam-
paign on Challenging Corpo-
rate Power, Asserting the
People's Rights.
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Corporations and the United Nations

For years, the serving United Nations
Secretary-General has been invited
to the annual World Economic Fo-
rum held in February at Davos, Swit-
zerland. It is a gathering of the major
leaders of government and big busi-
ness and of prominent individuals.

Why a Global Compact?

At this year’s Forum,United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, pro-
posed that the corporations and
the United Nations forge a “glo-
bal compact of shared values and
principles which will give a2 human
face to the global market”. He spe-
cifically called on the corporate
leaders to “embrace, support and
enact a set of core values in the
areas of human rights, labour
standards,and environmental prac-
tices” and stated: “unless human
rights, labour rights and environ-
mental values are really seen to be
taking hold, | fear we may find it
increasingly difficult to make a per-
suasive case for the open global
market”

Market with a Human Face

The UN Secretary-General made
good use of his presence at the
Davos Forum by calling on corpo-

Felicity Hill and Edith Ballantyne

rations to respect universally ac-
cepted human rights standards and
improve the work place and man-
agement policies accordingly. We
would like to think that the real mo-
tivation of his call is not to save the
open global market, but rather to
secure improvement of working
conditions and of the environment
for workers around the world who
suffer the consequences of capital-
ist economic globalization.

The UN needs Money -

Many believe that the UN drive for
corporate partnership is inspired by
the UN financial crisis, caused pri-
marily by the US non-payment of
dues, They see this semi-privatiza-
tion of the UN as a way for corpo-
rations to exert influence on the
multilateral process at the UN to
defeat the emerging movement
against globalization.

There is a growing practice in the
UN of relying on private funding
sources 3 |a Ted Turner. Starved for
government funding as national gov-
ernments are dwarfed financially and
weakened politically by global cor-
porations, UN officials are seeking
support wherever they can find it
An example is the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)
initiative known as the Global Sus-
tainable Development Facility. The
GSDF seeks to promote corporate
investment in sustainable develop-
ment projects in the world's poor-
est countries and has the goal of in-
tegrating two billion people into the
market by the year 2020.The UNDF,
which is the UN's most visible face

in 143 countries, has approached at
least 30 major global corporations
to pay $50,000 to become corpo-
rate sponsors in exchange for cer-
tain privileges. This joint venture be-
tween the UN and transnational
corporations,such as RioTinto Zinc,
Dow Chemical, Citibank, etc., is
criticized as 'greenwash' by many
non-governmental organizations,
which point out that the UN is
cleaning their tarnished reputation
by working with them. -

The Global Compact

The development of the Global
Compact and the GSDF provokes
many questions. For example, the
outreach to the big corporations in
the financing of UN and Agency pro-
grammes seems to be made by the
Secretariats rather than by the po-
litical bodies of the Organizations.
Is it up to the Secretariats to make
space for corporations in the UN
system that are likely to have an
impact on political decisions? Do
the Secretariats have the member
states’ quiet approval? Vhere are
these issues debated publicly, both
internationally and nationally? Have
the member states abdicated re-
sponsibility for ensuring the multi-
lateral functioning at the United
Nations and for providing the re-
sources this requires? Instead of
seeking a global compact with cor-
porations, should the United Na-
tions not reach out to the people,
through their organizations, to forge
a compact to challenge the rule of
corporations and work together for

the advancement of the goals of the
(continued on next page)
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UN Charter? There are many other
questions that torment one's mind.

The Global Compact involves the
Offices of the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral and the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, the International La-
bour Office, and the Environment
Programme.They are to work with
corporations on enacting nine prin-
ciples derived from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, the
Declarations of the ILO on funda-
mental principles and rights, the
Declaration from the Copenhagen
Summit on Social Development and
the Rio Declaration on environ-
ment and development.

Inducing the big corporations to re-
spect and enact social and environ-
mental standards arrived at by mul-
tilateral negotiations is not a bad
idea. However, all previous efforts
to do so have failed. Governments
in the past were unwilling or un-
able to make UN-negotiated codes
of conduct binding instruments, to

be translated into national law.Vol-
untary observance of codes of con-
duct never went far. Why should the
Global Compact achieve more?

Mr. Annan argues that only if com-
panies respect the nine principles will
the global free market be acceptable
to people. But is making the free mar-
ket system acceptable nota diversion
from what the UN should be doing,
that is, to lead in bringing about a
world economic order which serves
to satisfy the needs of the human
beings rather than the greed of big
business?

The establishment of such an eco-
nomic order remains the fundamen-
tal issue and needs to be dealt with
in all its depth.To get corporations
to join it in a global compact to re-
spect nine good principles can miti-
gate the open market's harsh effects
on the lives of many persons, but it
will not change the system which by
its nature is unfair and exploitative.
The UN was designed by its found-

ers to develop and stand up for uni-
versal labour, environmental and hu-
man rights, Clearly, it is the forum
which could best regulate the cor-
porations' practices and assists mem-
ber states in controlling them. The
United Nations needs the political
will of governments and resources
from them to carry out this respon-
sibilities. It needs governments to pay
their dues and pay up their debts. This
is particularly so in the case of the
United States of America.

Applying universally accepted human
rights standards everywhere will ease
the worst effects of the global mar-
ket and eventually lead to a world
order based on meeting the needs
of all peoples rather than on profit
and privilege, the ultimate goal for
which WILPF strives.(dJ

Felicity Hill is Director of ‘the
WILPF UN Office in New York.
Edith Ballantyne is Special Adviser
on Disarmament Matters.
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Human Rights

Labour

Environment

The Compact’s Nine Principles

The Global Compact asks the private sector to embrace, support and enact a set of core values within their sphere of
influence In the areas of labour standards, human rights and environment practices. This can be done through individual

corporations and business associations.

|. Business should support and respect the protection of internationally proclaimed human rights, and
2. Make sure they are not complicit in human rights abuses.

3. Business should uphold the freedom of association and the effective recognition of the right to collective bargaining.
4,The elimination of all forms of forced and compulsory labour.
5.The effective abolition of child labour, and

6. Eliminate discrimination in respect of employment and occupation.

7. Buslness should support a precautionary approach to envionmental challenges.
8. Undertake Initiatives to promote greater environmental responsibility, and

9. Encourage the development and diffusion of environmentally friendly technologies.

International Peace Update,Volume &4 No. 5-6. December 1999
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Agriculture, Land, Forests, and Trade.
Commission on Sustainable Development, 2000

The Environment will be a domi-
nant, over-riding concern accompa-
nying us into the next millennium.
The present global impact of hu-
mans on the non-human world is
not sustainable and action can no
longer be postponed.

Environmental Crisls

It is pretty much agreed that global
warming has arrived. In the jast dec-
ade, especially the last years of the
millennium, there were higher than
normal average temperatures, dras-
tic changes in precipitation patterns,
and violent storms. Hurricane Mitch
killed more than 4,000 people in
Nicaragua in 1998 and left 7.7% of
the population homeless. Hunger and
poverty also kill, as soil degradation
and desertification march on, espe-
cially in Africa, where food produc-
tion is down due to the rainy season
that never came or left too early.
Tropical forests world-wide have
been eliminated beyond replacement.

War, conflict and military activities,
of course, hasten the environmen-
tal degradation, the impoverishment
of land and people. Human security

Regina Birchem

is not only about the number of
bombs, firepower, verification and
delivery systems, the NPT and
weapon treaties. Water, food, soil,
air and other basic stuff are time-
less essentials of human security.
The ruthless culture of domination,
power, and exploitation that moti-
vates the insanity of war and mili-
tary 'defence’ also motivates the de-
struction of natural systems.

CSD 2000

The Commission on Sustainable
Development (CSD) was established
after the Earth Summit in Rio in 1992
to monitor and review implementa-
tion of Agenda 21 and other agree-
ments reached in Rio, two conven-
tions on Climate and Biodiversity,and
the Forest Principles. It meets annu-
ally for two weeks in the spring in
New York with delegations from gov-
ernments and NGOs. The CSD has
no power of enforcing implementa-
tion of environmental agreements,
but monitors progress and makes
recommendations.

The eighth session of the CSD wiill
take place in New York, from 24
April to 5 May,2000.The important
time of preparation of the reports
and the agenda takes place months
in advance.

The themes for CSD-8 are Sustain-
able Agriculture; Land Resources;and
Financial Resources/Trade and Invest-
ment/Economic Growth. The Com-
mission will also receive the outcome
of work of the Inter-government
Forum on Forests. The overarching

issues for all CSD sessions under the
current work programme are pov-
erty and consumption patterns.

Sustainable Agriculture

Early in the session, a dialogue seg-
ment will involve groups in agricul-
ture dealing with topics such as:

—Choices in agricultural production
techniques, consumption patterns
and safety (for example,biotechnol-
ogy, ‘chemical' versus 'organic' pro-
duction, pest management systems);
—Globalization, trade liberalization
and investment patterns (access to
markets, equity and poverty,mecha-
nisms to protect the poor against
the adverse effects of globalization);
——Best practices in land resource
management to achieve sustainable
food cycles (land rights, urban
sprawl, human settlement dynam-
ics, protection of biodiversity and
forests).

—LKnowledge for sustainable food
systems, providing education, train-
ing, knowledge-sharing and informa-
tion needs.

What should WILPF be doing?
1. Make the integral relationship of hu-
man security and development with the
survival and hedith of natural systems
an over-riding concern in our work.

We as an organization have not in-
ternalized the basic ecological na-
ture of our peace work.There ought
to be an essential connection made
to the ecological context of our hu-
man existence and the culture of
peace we say we are trying to build.

International Peace Update,Volume 64 No. 5-6, December 1999
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The Commission on Sustainable
Development and the implementa-
tion of Agenda 21 are still seen as
‘add-ons' in WILPF's work.There is
no special staff or budget commit-
ment to this aspect of our interna-
tional programme; it is seen as so-
cial 'volunteer' or the work of a
member or an officer to monitor
as best she can—if she has a pas-
sion for doing so.

The lack of peace is a major obsta-
cle to the sustainability of natural
systems. We need to deepen this
analysis and not just make the UN
events in which environment and
development are discussed merely
another forum to present our dis-
armament agenda.

2. Prepare for the Earth Summit lil in
the year 2002

Major social and political changes
have taken place since 1992 as well
as irreversible ecological changes.
Globalization has become a promi-
nent issue. There is increased pov-
erty,more people,less water and less
cultivable land; an alteration of dis-
ease patterns, epidemic HIV, TB and
new diseases; a loss of biodiversity
and the introduction of unproven and
questionable technologies. As of
1999, the human population is over
6 billion persons with another 3 bil-
lion projected in the next 50 years.
These are essential realities related
to human security issues.

(a) For information on how to par-
ticipate in the CSD-8 as a WILPF
member and how to be involved in
preparing for Earth Summit lll,con-
tact Regina Birchem, R.D. |, Box
1324, Irwin, PA 15642;

email: <rbirchem@A IUSA.net>;
fax/phone: +(1-724) 446 3157.

(b) NGO's everywhere are work-
ing on environment and develop-
ment issues; working together is es-
sential to the whole CSD process.
(c) For web sites and to be added
to the NGO CSD electronic net-
work contact: csdgen@undp. orgD

Regina Birchem is 2 ¥ \\}
ternational \flce-Presﬁent. She
follows environment and devel-
opment issues at the UN.

statistics for Africa:

el B 2

Homes destroyed in the 1995 conflicts are still in ruins

The women of Africa, more than women of any other region of the world, have Intimately linked peace and
development.The Global Environment Outlook-2000 report released October 1999 by UNDP offers some

*Africa Is the only continent In which poverty Is expected to rise during the next century.
*Since 1950, 65% of the agricultural land has been degraded.

*As a result of declining food security, the number of undernourished people doubled to 200 million since

1960.

*Fourteen countrles of Africa are subject to water stress or scarcity and a further |1 will join them by 2025.
Africa lost 39 milllon hectares of tropical forest during the 1980’ and another |0 million by 1995.

Africa emlts only 3.5 % of the world’s carbon dioxide now.This Is expected to increase to only 3.8% by 2010.

From Global Environment Outlook 2000 (GE©O-2000). Avalilable from the United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme, PO Box 30552, Nalrobl, Kenya. Emall: <geo@unep.org>; web site: (httpZ//www.unep.org). Or, from
Earthscan Publications Ltd., 120 Pentonville Road, London NI 9N, United Kingdom. US$30.
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UN Sub-Commission on the Promotion and

Protection of Human Rights

The 51st session of the Sub-Com-
mission met in Geneva from 2 to 27
August 1999.Its new name (formerly
calted the Sub-Commission on Pre-
vention of Discrimination and Pro-
tection of Minorities) was adopted
by the Commission on Human Rights
at its 55th session. It is one of the
many recommendations made by the
Bureau of the 54th session of the
Commission to rationalize the hu-
man rights work It is possibly the
only recommendation the Commis-
sion has accepted so far.

Unlike the Commission, which is
composed of 53 Member States, the
Sub-Commission is made up of 26
independent experts who are nomi-
nated by Member States and elected
by the Commission for four-year
terms.They can be re-elected.

The work of the Sub-Commission
has been under particular scrutiny
during this process of 'enhancing the
effectiveness of the Mechanisms of
the Commission on Human Rights'.
Because of their independent func-
tion on the Sub-Commission (al-
though the experts are nominated by
governments and often enough,when
not elected to the Sub-Commission
serve on their government's delega-
tion to the Commission) they take
up issues of human rights violations
and negotiate resolutions on issues
that the Commission at times pre-
fers not to touch.This becomes par-
ticularly irksome to governments in
the case of country situations.

The Sub-Commission has been meet-
ing annually in Geneva for a period

of four weeks in August. Its main pur-
pose is to serve as a kind of think-
tank for the Commission, undertak-
ing studies on critical human rights
issues and recommending new stand-
ards and other measures to the
Commission that promote and pro-
tect human rights.

The majority of the recommenda-
tions to 'enhance the effectiveness of
the human rights mechanisms' con-
cern the revamping of the Sub-Com-
mission. For example, it is proposed
to reduce the membership from 26
to |5 experts, to reduce the length
of the Sub-Commission's sessions
from four to two weeks annually, to
merge working groups and combine
the topics of studies and thereby re-
duce the number of special rap-
porteurs. Furthermore, the Sub-
Commission would no longer have
authority to negotiate resolutions
on country situations. It would be
limited to undertaking only the-
matic studies at the request of the
Commission.

Many of the recommendations
made by the Bureau of the 54th
session of the Commission are radi-
cal but not necessarily positive.The
55th session could not agree to any
of the substantive changes pro-
posed. |t decided to continue con-
sideration of the recommendations
in an inter-sessional working group.

The working group has met once
and has made some progress at
least in clustering the various issues
for a better overview of the differ-
ing positions of governments.

Meantime, the 'reform
process’ seems to
have had some impact “

on the work of this \.

year's session of the
Sub-Commission. For instance, only
one 'country resolution’, on the hu-
man rights situation in Congo
(Brazzaville), was adopted.

N\
N
)

More attention is being given to the
human rights aspect of economic
globalization, Last year, the Sub-Com-
mission asked two of its members
—M:s. Deepika Udagama of Sri Lanka
and Mr. Joseph Oloka-Onyango of
Uganda—to prepare a working pa-
per on ways and means by which the
primacy of human rights norms and
standards can be better reflected in,
and better inform about, national and
regional trade, investment and finan-
cial policies and practices, and how
the UN human rights bodies and
mechanisms could play a central role
in this regard.The working paper was
presented to the Sub-Commission
this year; it has been lauded as a good
foundation for future studies. The
Sub-Commission is recommending
that both authors be appointed Spe-
cial Rapporteurs to make a prelimi-
nary report for a study on 'globali-
zation and its impact on the full en-
joyment of all human rights' with the
final study to be presented in 2001.

Another resolution, directed to the
WTO 1999 Ministerial Conference
in Seattle, urges governments to be
cautious about a new round of trade
negotiations and take into account
international human rights obliga-
tions and principles.0
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Whither the Conference on Disarmament?

The Conference on Disarmament
(CD) had little to account for when
it closed its 1999 session on 7 Sep-
tember in Geneva. The only con-
crete decision it took was to admit
five new members: Ecuador, Ireland,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia andTunisia.The
decision was taken on 5 August and
expands the CD's membership from
61 to 66 countries.There are stifl 2 |
more countries waiting to be invited
to the table.

There is a growing malaise on the
part of some governments and of
non-governmental organizations and
institutions that follow and work on
disarmament issues. During the past
several sessions no serious debate,
and certainly no disarmament nego-
tiations, have taken place in the CD
chambers.

Although an agenda for this ses-
sion was adopted quickly enough,
the CD members found no con-
sensus on how to deal with its
items. They could not even agree
on establishing any one of the
usual working groups.They never
got beyond 'intensive consulta-
tions,' and hardly even debated in
any serious way issues of disar-
mament, the prevention of nu-
clear war, nuclear disarmament,
prevention of an arms race in
outer space,and a fissile material
cut off treaty.

Canada's Ambassador to the CD,
Mark Moher, had to state that the
Conference did not fulfil its task
"to negotiate constructive multi-
lateral agreements responding to

JUNG Gyung-Lan

priority security needs." What is
needed to wake up the members
of the club and get them to face
their tasks which are, after all, to
negotiate steps toward general
and complete disarmament?

There is a faint light in the distance:
Recently, the US has let it be known
that it is willing to take up at next
year's session the issue of prevent-
ing an arms race in outer space.
However, considering that the US
continues its efforts to build a mis-
sile defence system,and in the proc-
ess is destroying one of the corner-
stone treaties—the Anti-Ballistic
Missile treaty—one cannot but
wonder what the US Administration
has in mind.

No one believes that disarmament
can be negotiated in a vacuum, out-
side the context of the economic
and social upheavals and tensions, of
hot and smouldering conflicts in
which we are existing today.As Leslie
Luck (Australia), serving as the last
CD President of the year, said: "The
CD can only be a microcosm of the
wider international environment
which has provided difficult chal-
lenges over the past several years."

In 1998, events such as the nuclear
testing by India and Pakistan marked
a major setback and challenged the
nuclear non-proliferation and disar-
mament regimes.[n 1999,the NATO
bombing against the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia, the US plan to es-
tablish a national anti-missile de-
fence system, and India's declared
nuclear doctrine further eroded the
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international climate. The refusal by
the US to ratify the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty was a further shock .

Of course, these events should gal-
vanize the CD members, and all the
people, into taking new actions for
multilateral negotiations for disarma-
ment. The tasks and responsibilities
of intergovernmental forums are to
work for the global good from which
everyone can be a beneficiary,We are
allowing our governments to drift
away from genuine multilateral, glo-
bal efforts and from the UN Char-
ter while 'globalization' is on every-
one's lips. But then the economic and
social globalization we are living is
driven by the strong beating the
weak. The strong want more and
better arms to conquer.The climate
this produces is not one conducive
to disarmament.

The CD has nothing substantive to
send to this year's UN General As-
sembly. The President, Leslie Luck,
has the honour of transmitting the
report He stated, however, that
"there is a strong collective inter-
est in commencing substantive work
as soon as possible during the next
CD session. | therefore propose to
jointly conduct with the incoming
President consultations during the
inter-sessional months in order to
try to achieve this goal... ". Let us
not only hope, but mobilize pres-
sures in the capitals to ensure that
the CD will do better in 2000 than
it did this yearO

Jung Gyung‘-‘l.an is the 1999
WILPF Disarmament Intern.
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THE RIGHT TO KNOW ABOUT RADIATION

Efforts by theVWWomen'’s International
League for Peace and Freedom to
make the facts about radiation
known to the public are of long date.

Gertrud Baer' Efforts

In 1954 and 1955, Gertrud Baer,
WILPF's representative to the United
Nations and its system of specialized
agencies, called on the World Heaith
Organization (WHO) to undertake
a study on the effects of radiation on
health. WHO considered the issue as
"being too political”. However, at the
World Health Assembly held in
Mexico in May 1955, Dr. Karl Evang,
chief delegate of Norway, raised
this question again, insisting in par-
ticular on the genetic effects. In the
following year, in 1956,WHQ de-
cided to undertake a study on
“public health problems related to
somatic and genetic action of ra-
diation”. However, this report was
never finalized and presented toa
subsequent World Health Assem-
bly. By 1960, the United Nations
Scientific Committee on the Ef-
fects of Atomic Radiation and the
IAEA were handling the subject.

Persisting in her efforts, Gertrud
Baer proposed at a NGO confer-
ence, held in November 1955 by
the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation in Rome, that a study be
made on the use of solar energy.
Her suggestion was retained in the
conclusions of the conference. In
1956, ECOSOC unanimously
adopted a resolution, introduced
by France, requesting the UN Sec-
retary-General to make a report

Solange Fernex

on new sources of energy other
than nuclear as a factor in eco-
nomic development.

Gertrud Woker and Others

In August 1955, three WILPF mem-
bers - Dr. Gertrud Woker and Dr.
Héléne Stihelin from Switzerland,
and Isabelle Pontheil from France -
attended the UN conference on the
“Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy”
in Geneva. Later at the WILPF's tri-
ennial Congress, held in Birming-
ham, Dr. Woker reported that al-
though the dangers of radio activ-
ity were thoroughly discussed, a
paper by Professor |.J. Muller of In-
diana University in which he re-
ferred to the genetic effects of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic
bombing was excluded.This ban,she
believed, was due to fears of the
American Atomic Energy Commis-
sion that its contents would rein-
force the massive movement against
further nuclear testing. However,
thanks to the insistence of many
experts, Professor Muller's paper

P
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was included in the published re-
port of the Conference. It was pub-
lished later in the Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists.

WHO and IAEA
Unfortunately,WILPF could not pre-
vent the approval by the World
Health Assembly of the Accord be-
tween the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). Two
provisions of the Accord (in annex
to ResolutionWHA 12-40, adopted
in May 1959) prevent public opin-
ion from learning about the real ef-
fects radiation has on people's
health.

The Accord reaffirms that the IAEA
"has the primary responsibility for
encouraging, assisting and coordi-
nating research on, and develop-
ment and practical application of,
atomic energy for peaceful uses
throughout the world...".Under Ar-
ticle 1.3, "Whenever either organi-
zation proposes to initiate a pro-
gramme or activity on a subject in
which the other organization has or
may have a substantial interest, the
first party shall consult the other
with a view to adjusting the mat-
ter by mutual agreement.”

This may explain why WHO un-
dertook only a very limited study
on the health effects of the
Chernobyl disaster, beginning as
late as five years after the catas-
trophe (in1991) and terminating it
already five years later (in 1995),at
the end of the latency peried of
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of cancers, when they begin to ap-
pear as the result of radiaton from
the nuclear accident.

This no doubt also explains why the
records of the Congress organized
by WHO in November 1995 to
mark ten years after Chernobyl
were never published. They would
have included a number of papers
that had been submitted on the ef-
fects of low |evel radiation on health,
in particular on the genome.

In fact, Article lll, paragraph 2 of
the Accord imposes the rule of con-
fidentiality on the two parties in
matters that in one way or another
could “interfere with the orderly
conduct of its operations.”

This tiesWHO and IAEA in an unac-
ceptable manner in view of the fla-
grant conflicts of interest between
the two organizations. It is urgent
that this outdated text be amended.

As a start, WILPF is asking the 35
members of the WHO Executive
Board to put on the agenda of the
next World Health Assembly, May
2000, an item on the revision of
resolution WHA 12-40,and is pro-
posing amendments in line with the
above. The petition circulated by
WILPF to this effect has received
thousands of signatures of promi-
nent personalities and organizations
in France and other countries. It is
urgent to win the support from all
who are concerned about the with-
holding of information about the
effects of radiation on health.

We have a right to know. Once in
possession of the full gravity of the
consequences both civilian and mili-
tary nuclear activities have on peo-

ple's lives, public opinion will mas-
sively reject this suicidal path. The
damage to the gene bank of living
beings, and the consequent danger
to the generations to come, is un-
acceptable and must be abandoned
forthwith.O

Solange Fenex is President of .
the French Section of WILPF
‘and presided over the NGO
Tribunal on Chernobyl in 1996
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The signature campaign petition- |
ing the World Health Assembly |
to amend its Accord with the |
IAEA continues, For the text of
the Petition with the proposed

Accord, contact the WILPF Ge- |
neva Office. ]

We call on WILPF sections and |
their friends, particularly in
countries represented on the
WHO Executive Committee, to

support the demand to place on
the 2000 WHA agenda an item
calling for the revision of the
WHO/IAEA Accord,and provid- |

vised text. !

The countries represented in
the WHO Executive Committee
and where WIPF has sections in-
clude; Canada, Chile, France,
Germany, Peru, Russia, Sri Lanka,
Switzerland, and US.Write to
Geneva for the names of the
Members.

amendments to the WHO/IAEA |}

call on their governments-to ||

ing them with the proposed re- |}

(-
NG
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Trade, Sustainable
Development and

Gender

UNCTAD is preparing its tenth
general assembly by holding a se-
ries of expert meetings. One Ex-
pert Workshop, on Trade, Sustain-
able Development and Gender, was
held in Geneva on 12-13 July 1999.
Its purpose was to develop recom-
mendations for mainstreaming a
gender perspective in policies and
programmes consistent with the
Beijing Platform for Action (1995),
the UNCTAD IX Declaration
(1996) and the agreed conclusion
on gender main-streaming

- (ECOSOC 1997).

The workshop dealt with the isues
of 'globalization and gender'.
'trade-related issues and gender'
and 'specific problems of Least De-
veloped Countries (LDCs) and
gender',

UNCTAD X will be held from 12
- 19 February 2000 in Bangkok.

{continued from page 3)

The US Government's inaction over
Timor once more exposes its rheto-
ric about the ‘protection of human
rights' as a sham when one remem-
bers its intervention in Kosovo and
fraq, for instance. It is clear that the
US intervenes militarily to protect
and further the interests of US cor-
porations. Governments of 'western'
countries in Europe, North America
and Australia have for too long hid-
den behind a hypocritical gloss of
human rights rhetoric all the while
maintaining that 'business as usual
with oppressive regimes is consistent
with gross human rights violations.0J
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2000 — International Year for a Culture of Peace
Heather Shafter

A group of Nobel Peace Laureates
marked the 50th anniversary of the
Declaration of Human Rights by is-
suing ‘Manifesto 2000’. The princi-
ples outlined in the Manifesto are
at the heart of UNESCO’s activi-
ties in the International Year for a
Culture of Peace.

In summary, the Manifesto declares
that the year 2000 must be a new
beginning for a culture of peace; that
transformation requires the partici-
pation of everyone; that "a culture
of peace can underpin sustainable
development, environmental pro-
tection,and the well-being of each
person;” and that each individual is
responsible for the future of hu-
manity.

Based on these principles, the signer
makes six promises:

«To respect the life and dignity of
every human being.

«To reject violence in all its forms.
To share both material resources
and time with others in the spirit
of putting an end to injustice, ex-
clusion, and political and economic
oppression.

’ "
From the Preamble of the UNESCO
Constitution:

The Governments of the States par-
ties to this Constitution on behalf
- of their peoples declare,

that since wars begin in the minds
of men, it is in the minds of men
| that the defences of peace must

be constructed...
\ 2 J

*To defend freedom of expression
and cultura! diversity and to engage
in dialogue.

*To preserve the planet in develop-
ing practices which respectall forms
of life and preserve nature.

«To rediscover solidarity in the
sense of recognizing a responsibil-
ity to contribute to the community
of which each person is a part.

In a partnership programme it is un-
dertaking in this International Year,
UNESCO will disseminate Manifesto
2000 and will ask partners to help it
to get to every corner of the globe.
Everyone can commit to the goals of
the Manifesto and sign it The aim is
to collect several million signatures
worldwide and present them to the
UN Millennium Assembly in Septem-
ber 2000 in New York.

UNESCO is calling on all organiza-
tions working for peace and soli-
darity to organize events which will
highlight the goals set out in the
Manifesto.In turn,it will facilitate the
exchange of information about the
events that are being planned.

The third level of partnership is to
planfidentify local projects which
contribute to the building of a Cul-
ture of Peace. The projects can be
about the environment, education

and training, culture, human rights,
democracy and peace, social inte-
gration and poverty eradication, in-
formation and communication,

_ health,sustainable development,in-

ternational solidarity,and quality of
life. To aid in the development of
these programmes, UNESCO has
created a kit of ‘Local Projects for a
Culture of Peace”.

The fourth level of partnership is
to identify projects which contrib-
ute to the implementation of the
United Nations Declaration of the
Rights of the Child.

Joining the UNESCO programme
for a Culture of Peace is a natural
act for WILPF, which has signed a
partnership agreement to celebrate
and propagate the InternationalYear
for a Culture of Peace.

WILPF's UNESCO representatives
will soon send WILPF sections ma-
terials about the International Year,
including copies of the Manifesto.

During the almost 85 years of its
existence, WILPF has worked for
the transformation from a Culture
of War to a Culture of Peace. We
will continue to do so. Remember
to report your activities and
projects to WILPF's representatives
in Paris so that they can inform
UNESCO about what we have done
during the year.(J

Heamgr Shafter is an intern with
the French Secton of WILPF and
follows the work at UNESCO.
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Conflict Resolution

Young people need to know that
conflict is a more or less permanent
aspect of their lives. They therefore
need to know more about the ori-
gins of conflict, to be able to antici-
pate it and to be able to develop
peaceful means of coping with it. Can
we, if we want to understand more
about war between nations, get any
clues from quarrels and arguments
in everyday life? Here are some de-
scriptions of fairly simple scenes. Se-
lect some of them as starting points
for simulation exercises, or as discus-
sion themes.

A. Classroom

Someone throws a ball across the
classroom, and the teacher sees it
The teacher is angry, but unfortu-
nately picks on the wrong pupil.“You!
You again.You're always causing trou-
ble!” The pupil ....

B. Fans

Late Saturday afternoon, there are
five of them, their team has lost.They
meet some fans from the other side.
It's five against seven. One of the
group of seven says words to the ef-
fect'"Your side deserved to lose, they
played dirty, they always do.” The
group of five ....

C.Snowball

[2-year-old children throwing snow-
balls at each other. Three against
three. A scream, and one of them
has a badly cut face. There was a
stone in a snowball."You threw that”
says the child, pointing at another.The
child pointed at ... ‘

D. School club
A boy aged 8 has just joined a school
club. A group of older boys in the

Conflict Resolution

club decide to'initiate’ him by throw-
ing him into a large holly bush.As this
is about to happen, another of the
older boys challenges this intention
and there is an argument, which be-
comes more and more heated. Just
as a fight is about to begin between
the leaders of the two factions, au-
thority appears on the scene in the
form of a teacher who is walking
along a nearby road. No blows have
been struck, and he is a sufficient dis-
tance away not to realise that the
group is engaged In a heated argu-
ment. After a friendly greeting he
continues on his way. The interrup-
tion is just sufficient to allow tem-
pers to cool a little,and then the two
groups again begin to argue ....

Let the pupils ‘enter’ one or more of
these conflicts, and ask them to try
to solve the differences between the
persons/groups. As in most simul-
ations, the subsequent discussion is
of crucial importance. During this
time the alternatives can be explained
and discussed. It is possible that one
or both persons/groups might decide
that the best course would be to
fight it out’. This should not be re-
garded as a ‘wrong' solution and con-
demned, but examined for its merits
and demerits as a response to the
situation ... “What other ways have
you tried to find!" “Is this a fair and
suitable way of dealing with the situ-
ation?”

During the final discussion, the
teacher can relate the alternative
solutions to the adult world and to
relations between countries. Conflict
resolution:

through aggression means war;
through withdrawal is the equiva-
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lent of a settlement by bilateral di-
plomacy or the resolution of a dis-
pute between two individuals by
common agreement;

through negotiatlon represents
mediation, or the offering of ‘good
offices’ in international relations;and
through decislon by a third party
means a decision by arbitration or
law. It is not suggested at this stage
that any attempt be made to explain
the difference between settlement by
law based on the application of legal
rules by a court, and settlement on
the basis of ‘what seems fair’ or ‘natu-
ral justice’ by arbitration. The impor-
tant point is decision by a third party.

I. Discuss how you react and
behave when conflicts arise in your
own surroundings. Select an incident
which has actually taken place in class
or at school and discuss how this
conflict was tackled by the various
parties involved.

2.  In sports and games we have
rules and regulations.YVhy is this so?
What happens to players who break
the rules? Select a well known game.
Play it by deleting some of the rules.
Discuss what happens.

3.  Discuss whether you agree or
disagree with the following state-
ment: “We cannot avoid conflicts.
From time to time they are bound
to happen.What we can do is try to
learn how to control the conflicts
when they occur”

The above i an Extract from UNICEF School
Series No.6 on Conflict Study and Conflict
Solving. Simulations a, b and c are taken from
World in Conflict (Richardson, World Studies
Project) while simulation d was prepared by

Frank Field..
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WILPF Statement to the Third Ministerial Meeting of the
World Trade Organization, Seattle, USA, 30 November to 3 December 1999.

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF), founded in 1915 to work for world peace based
on economic and social ustice, on equity and on equality
for all, calls on governments to resist entering into a new
round of trade negotiations under the Yyorld Trade Organi-
zation (WTO) at the Third Ministerial Conference in Seattle,
from 30 November to 3 December 1999, Ye urge them to
launch instead a thorough assessment of the impact the ex-
isting agreements under the WTO have on the development
of developing countries and on the life of pecple and their
enylronment everywhera.

There is 2 need for reguladng trade in order to respond to the
needs of global development which benefits all peoples. But
there is no place In this new millennium we are entering for
consolidating instruments that help the rich dominate over
the poor. Unless the WTO becomes transparent and account-
able to the people and works for the promotion of trade ar-
rangements that are fair and benefit the people around the
globe, there is no room for this organization In our global vil-

lage.

Studies and reports issued by the United Nadons and others
show that the gap between the rich and poor countries, and
between rich and poor citizens within countries, is widening.

UNDP's 1999 Human Development Report (page 3),focusing
on the effects of globalization, cites among other Indicators
the following

“By the late 1990s the fifth of the world's people living in the
highest-income countries had:

— B&% of world GDP (the bottom fifth just | %j;

— B2% of world export market {the bottom fifth jusc | %);
— The world's 200 richest people more than doubled their
net worth In the four years to |998,to more than $ | trillion™

This widening disparity between rich and poor Is causing so-
cial disintegration, violent conflicts and wars in all regions of
the world.

The WTO trade regime favours the powerful corporations
and financial institutions whose Interests are to maximize prof-
its for themselves and not to improve the lives of the working
paople and their families.

The big transnational corporations {TNCs) drive capitalist
globallzation, the process of consolidating wealth and power
through trade liberalization, privatization and deregufation
The WTO negotiated trade agreements reinforce and ac-
celerate the globalization process which aims to remove the

of goods that have accumulated in the rich capitalist coun-
tries. In this process, developing countries and its citizens
and the majority of citizens elsewhere are the losers

The WTO also severely undermines democratic local and glo-
bal governance, openness and accountability to the people all
of which are basic to creating conditions for equitable sharing
and stewardship of the world's riches.

This increasing economic and social Inequity is taking 2 par
ticularly heavy toll on women. They provide the bulk of cheap
labour in the free trade zones where they are employed in
conditicns of slavery and where the most basic labour and
environmental standards are violated. The ensuing disastrous
effects on their and their offsprings’ health is a crime that needs
redress.An ever larger number of women is driven into pros-
titution, sex trafficking and slavery by the abject poverty to
which they are condemned

Food security of humankind Is threatened by increasing can-
solidation of land for cash crops and the dominant power of
chemical and biogenetic industries over crop cultivadon This
Is also negatively affecting the bio-diversity and ecosystem of |
the earth.

These conditions are accelerated by the Iniquitous trade agree-
ments negotiated under the WTO.

In summary, the Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom

—Opposes any further liberalization negotiations, especially
those which would bring new areas under the WTO regime,
such as investment, compettion policy and government pro-
curement. Ve also oppose the trade-refated aspects of intel-

lectual property rights (TRIPS) agreement;

—Calls for a comprehensive, in-depth review and assess-
ment of the impact existing agreements under the WTO
have on developing countries and peoples everywhere

—Demands that every agreement that-has been made under
the WTO be revised to respect the fundamental rights set out
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the different
covenants and conventions promoting and pratecting human
rights, women's rights, labour rights, health and education, and
the environment, as well as the commitments mada by gov-
ernments to Implement the plans of action resulting from
the world conferences on environment and development,
population and development, social development women and

L obstacles to the global movement of capital and production  the human settlements (Habitar Il).
=
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Canada

Toronto WILPF Women are
on the Move. The Toronto Branch
of WILPF recently organized a day
of workshops and strategy sessions
to prepare for theWorld March of
Women 2000. About thirty local
women met to discuss disarma-
ment, women’s human rights and
capitalist globalization. The focus

"o
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In addition to enthusiasm about the
March, there was a great deal of in-
terest inWILPF's United Nations ac-
tivities,including the use of “shadow
reports” to United Nations treaty
bodies. WILPF members discussed
the Toronto Branch's 'shadow re-
port' submitted to the Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights in 1998, as well as ongoing

2=

-

Colleen Burke (second from right) with other members of theToronto Branch.

was on actions that can be taken
on these issues at the local level.

To this end,a committee was formed
to begin organizing for the World
March of Women in Toronto.

The March is actually a series of
events taking place throughout next
year and its broad themes of pov-
erty (which encompass issues of glo-
bal debt and neo-liberal economic
policies) and violence against women
(including violence in armed conflict)
fit in well with WILPF's areas of work.
Our “Women on the Move” confer-
ence brought together local women
who have been active on a variety
of local campaigns to share their ex-
periences and ideas with women
who are eager to get involved.

international lobbying activities for
the creation of the International
Criminal Court

'Women on the Move' proved to be
an excellent opportunity to inform
women about WILPF's work, attract
new members and jump-start activi-
ties to plan for the World March of
Women in our community.

Colleen Burke, President,

Tortono {Canada) Branch

For more information on theWorld March
of Women 2000, and on how to get in-
volved in your country you can contact
Federation des femmes du Quebec
110 rue Ste.Therese, #307
Montreal, Quebec
Canada H2Y | E6
marche2000@ffq.qc.ca
www.ffq.qc.ca
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Aotearoa/New Zealand

APEC In Aotearoa. This year's
APEC activities began for Aotearoa
when our government agreed in
1998 to be host to APEC this year.
There have been meetings all year
long, together with protests and al-
ternative events. We are fortunate,
those of us like WILPF who are op-
posed to what APEC stands for, that
there is a very active group in
Aotearoa, called the APEC Monitor-
ing Group, which keeps everyone
well informed about what is happen-
ing. The Group was started in 1994.
Some of its members have attended
previous APEC/NGO Summits and
have been working with opposition
groups in other countries.

The first Senior Officials Meeting
(SOM) was held at the beginning of
February in Wellington accompa-
nied by an alternative conference
and protests. The same thing hap-
pened again in Christchurch in April,
when the meeting involved small
and medium businesses.

At the Women Leaders Meeting in
Wellington, the APEC Monitoring
group held the "Beware The Miss-
Leaders™ Conference and a very ef-
fective street theatre action of
‘cleaning the lobbies', with mops and
buckets, where the official meetings
were held. -

There was also a small group of
"'Witches Against APEC' which pur-
ported to put 'hexes' on events.
They received much publicity.

At the Foreign Ministers Meetingin
Auckland in June the police dealt
with the protesters in a heavy-
handed way, making us all nervous

(continued on page 18)



{continued from page 17)

about what it would be like during
the September SummitVWe were also
very nervous about the fact that the
security guards protecting the over-
seas leaders were going to be carry-
ing guns. A special law had to be
passed to enable this to happen.

In the event, there was no violence
in September even though there
werea number of large protests and
marches. On the last day of the
Summit there was a protest march
around the park perimeter of the
Auckland Museum where the lead-
ers were meeting. This was led by a
group of Macori (the indigenous peo-
ple of Aotearoa) including a WILPF
member and joined by all sorts of
groups concerned about the impact
the free trade and investment, the
frea market model has on Aotearca.
Unfortunately for us it poured with
rain all the time we were walking
(2 hours) and our WILPF bannerlike
us became completely saturated.

There was also a rally and march
on |2 September (Sunday) where
one of our Auckland Branch WILPF
members spoke. Lots of other eth-
nic groups— Tibetan, Sri Lankan,
Chinese—as well as human rights
groups protested when the Lead-
er's Dinner was being held.

During the Summit weekend the
APEC Monitoring Group had organ-
ized a Conference on ‘Alternatives
to APEC’, which took the place of
NGO Meetings that had been organ-
ized in other countries. There were
overseas speakers as well as speak-
ers from Aotearoa but we thought it
was important that it was not seen
to be part of the APEC and its focus
‘APEC Means Business’.

The people in this country who are
opposing APEC are being given a

strong lead by Maori, who have all .

along seen the economic globaliza-
tion for what it is; for them it is a
continuation of the colonization un-
der which they have always strug-
gled. Now the rest of us are being
subjected to the same treatment

Most New Zealanders do not see
any benefit from the free trade
agenda: real income has declined,
there is more unemployment, with
Maori and Pacific Island people be-
ing the most affected. Ve seem to
be at the mercy of the multination-
als and international investors. We
have been one of the countries that
has wholeheartedly adopted global
free trade, even though we are so
small and vulnerable. Our govern-
ments have assured us that if we
stick with it other countries will
follow suit, but this shows no sign
of happening. The more powerful
countries have much more protec-
tion for their industries, resources
and workers, so there has been a
fair bit of cynicism here about the
whole issue.

Nearly everyone admits the free
market crusaders are under siege.
United States trade representative
Charlene Barshevsky broke bluntly
with APEC's usual euphemisms by
stating, "l think there is a growing
distrust...by our respective publics
of market opening. If global market
opening is to remain the hallmark
of the international trade system it
is going to be critical to recapture

&

and maintain confidence in open
markets.” This does not mean the
APEC priesthood has changed its
views. It just thinks it must try
harder to win over the doubters.

This years big business booster is a
concerted push on the WTO at the
new round of trade negotiations in
Seattle. In June, APEC trade minis-
ters decided to push for industrial
tariffs to be included in the round,
as well as the already agreed issues
of agriculture and services, Some
countries, such as New Zealand,
want the WTO to make fast deci-
sions about fisheries and forests, but
other countries, such as Japan, are
not so eager. APEC is split over
these issues.

APEC also wants the WTO to sort
out some messy problems which it
could not fixitself such as tariff bust-
ing and the dates for achieving free
trade and investment for 'developed
member economies’ and 'develop-
ing economies'. APEC is powerless
to do anything about, for example,
Japanese protection of its food mar-
kets.The real match is at the WTO.
According to one commentator
"APEC is a sideshow. It is a light-
weight compared to the WTO, the
IMF and the World Bank. It is largely
a talking shop”.

Attempts to include trade unions,
women, environmental groups and
others into APEC have had very
mixed success. APEC remains a
deeply divided club of international
'somebodies’, with limited powers
and meagre achievements. It papers
over the cracks and produces

mountains of unreadable reports.
Joan Macdonald

WILPF Aotearoa/New Zealand
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Pam Sexton and East Timor
| would like to share the story of
Pam Sexton with the readers of IPU,

"] feel a deep responsibility to do
all that | can at this moment for my
EastTimorese friends, to work with
them to end the unimaginable vio-
lence they have faced and to help
rebuild shattered lives...The situa-
tion is extremely dire; the killings
and disappearances so extreme, It
is difficult to understand such a sin-
ister plan to destroy a people”.
These poignant words were part of
an update e-mail Pamela Sexton,
Co-Chair of Pajaro WILPF, sent
from Australia .

In 1990 Pamela, a graduate from
Vassar, taught English for two years
in its college exchange programme
inYogua,Indonesia. During this time,
an incident in East Timor touched
her deeply and changed the direc-
tion of her life. She heard that the
military had slaughtered 270
mourners as they walked toward 2
cemetery in East Timor. This ghastly
massacre was video-taped by Alan

Nairn, international journalist, in an

" attempt to publicize the atrocities

occurring since Indonesia invaded
East Timor after Portugal gave up
the colony in 1975. Since then, the
Timorese had been striving for in-
dependence in face of overwhelm-
ing odds.When Pamela returned to
the States, she moved to San Fran-
cisco to volunteer with the East
Timor group, knowing her knowl-
edge of the language and her con-
tacts in Jakarta would be invaluable.

In 1997, Pamela and her partner,
Curt,went to East Timor for a short
time,and met with organizers work-
ing for self determination.When the
election date was finalized in 1999,
the International Federation for
EastTimor organizeda team of non-
partisan observers. Pamela was
hired as the US coordinator to re-
cruit,screen and organize a US con-
tingent to be a presence at the 6
September election in East Timor
When the overwhelming vote for
independence was announced on
September 10, the violence un-
leashed soon after by the militia
threatened the lives of the foreign
volunteers. Two days later, Pam was
flown to Darwin,Australia.

Since the evacuation, Pamela has
been under great stress. Some of

the East Timorese with whom she:

worked and had created a warm
relationship have been murdered.

Pam was to go to West Timor to
do research regarding rumours that
the militia is harassing and raping
the refugees forcibly taken to this
concentration camp. As a witness
to one of the most savage genocide
travesties of this century before and
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after the elections, Pamela will give
an eye-witness account later this fall
when she participates in a US speak-
ing tour organized by Grassroots
International.

Pamela is committed to work for
justice with the East Timorese. She
has been trained in nonviolence,and
feels that her knowledge of the lan-
guage, her experience and skills will
be useful. Pamela's strength and
determination to speak for the
Timorese comes from the women
of the island who show inspiration
and courage, although threatened
daily.This has never deterred them
from the goal of independence.
"They inspire hope and faith in spite
of tremendous pressure.” Their
courage has inspired Pamela “to do
the work that not many others can
do...working against the genocide
that is happening.”

Pamela Sexton is living proof of the
adage that one person can make a
difference. Her courage and com-
mitment to social justice and hu-
man rights have been tested; her
response Is awesome. WILPF can
indeed be proud to have one of its
members on the forefront fighting
for the issues that have always been
ours — peace, justice,freedomand
abaove all, tolerance for other points
of view.

Ruth Hunter
WILPF Santa Cruz, USA
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Meetings in 2000 — Interim List

Beljing +5 — Regional Preparatory Meeting. Economic Commission for Europe, 19-21 January 2000.
NGO Woarking session, 17-18 January, Geneva (Registration deadline 30 November 199%).
Conference on Disarmament — first session: 17 january -24 March; second session: 22 May-7 July;
third session: 7 August - 22 September, Geneva.

UNCTAD X — 12-19 February, Bangkok.

Conference of NGOs (CONGO) — Board meeting, 24-25 February, New York.

NGO Consultation preceding the Commlission on the Status of Women — 27 February, New
York

Women's 8 March seminar — Joint NGO seminar to mark International Women's Day, 7-9 March,
Geneva . (The Reporting of War and Disarmament - The role of the Media in building A Culture of Peace).
UN Commission on the Status of Women and Preparatory Committee for Beijing + 5,
second session — 28 February to 17 March, New York.

Commission on Human Rights — 20 March-28 April, Geneva.

Preparatory Committee for Copenhagen + 5, second session,— 3-14 April, New York.

NPT Review Conference — 24 April 19 May, New York.

Commission on Sustainable Development— 24 April-5 May, New York.

Preparatory Committee for the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, first session —1-5 May, Geneva.

NGO Millennium Forum —22-26 May, New York.

Beljing +5, Special Session of the UN General Assembly — 5-9 June, New York.

Copenhagen + 5, Special Session of the UN General Assembly — 26-30 June, Geneva

WILPF International Executive Committee, Seminar —27-29 July, Berlin, Germany. (Topic: rac-
ismn, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance).

WILPF International Executive Committee 2000 — 3| July - 5 August, Berlin, Germany.
Sub-Commission on Promotion and Protection of Human Rights — August, Geneva

Review Conference of the Landmines Convention — [1-15 September, Geneva.

United Nations Millennlum Assembly — 5 September, New York.

Millennium Summit — 6 September, New York.

UN General Assembly — from 12 September, New York.

World March of Women 2000 — 1-17 October (rallies and other actions).

Some major events in 2001:
World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenphobia and Related Intolerance, probably in

South Afrca.
World Conference on Small Arms, Geneva.

You are Invited to Inform us of major events for their incluslon in WILPF's calendar which will
be published from time to time.

-
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