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8:00 p.m.: Audience: Questions and Comments

Co-sponsored by Citizens for Global Solutions




WILPF BULLETIN

EXCERPTS FROM APRIL 2010 NATIONAL LETTER TO WILPFers

WILPF is grateful to all who responded so generously to our winter annual appeal; your help in
funding our work is essential, as is-all the people power that drives our political work.

WILPF's new Director of Operations, Laurie Belton, began work in February. She comes to us via
Earthwatch and WorldTeach: look for an interview with her in the next Peace and Freedom coming out
this month. At WILPF's UN office, Maria Butler has been hired to fill the position of PeaceWomen As-
sociate, joining Reaching Critical Will's Ray Acheson, UN Office Director Ana Rosga and all their in-
valuable interns. We appreciated Maria's spirited intervention during the Advancing Women as Peace-
makers panel at the Commission on the Status of Women meetings and look forward to working with
her in the years to come,

April is WILPF's membership recruitment month--help us get off to a good start by going online
and renewing your membership if you have not done so in the last year, or by updating your member
profile if you've had changes in your contact information. We don't want you to miss out on our
monthly political updates in pur eNews, and the opportunities for advocacy sent via our eAction alerts.

We are pleased to welcome Ellen Schwartz to the National Board as the Treasurer/ Finance Com-
mittee chair. Ellen has served WILPF for decades: a longtime stalwart of the San Jose and Sacramento
branches. she filled the Policy Committee chair position on the National Board in the 1970's. More re-
cently she was the registrar for the 2005 and 2008 National Congresses, and & member of the Site
Committee.

The National Board will be holding its Spring 2010 meeting Friday April 16th, noon, to Sunday
April 18th, noon, in Boston; the Fall meeting will be hosted by the Bloomington, Indiana branch from
October 23- 25. All members are welcome 1o attend.

It is not tao soon for you to think about running for the 2011-2014 Board; elections will be held in
the spring of 2011. Also, in addition to inviting you to join one of our many issue committees, a variety
of other national committees have openings from time to time. Currently the Personnel, Nominations,
Mini-Grant Monitoring, and Development Committees are seeking additional members. If you are in-
terested in serving WILPF in any of these capacities, please cantact our Nominating Committee chair
Pat O'Brien at patob777@verizonnet. Or go to www.wilpforg for additional information.

We support our members' political initiatives, and encourage you to utilize WILPF's grant program,
open to all issue committees and branches in good standing. This year there are 2 cycles: deadlines are
May 15 and October 1. Please go to www.wilpf.org/grant program for guidelines and to download an
application, or request a hard copy from the national office.

Nancy Munger and Laura Roskos,
Co-Presidents, WILPF LIS Section




APRIL, 2010

ARMS CONTROL TREATY IS ONE STEP FORWARD

You could call it a crawl or a
small step, but at least it's a
move in the right direction — the
arms control treaty which Presi-
dents Obama and Medvedev
agreed to sign April 8. The new
treaty limits each country to
1550 deployed strategic war-
heads. The U.S. currently has
2100 and Russia 2600, accord-
ing to the Federation of Ameri-
can Scientists and the Natural
Resources Detfense Counctl.

The new treaty also limits
the number of launchers from
1600 to 800. The LS. total al-
ready is less than 1200 and Rus-
s has only 800, According to
The New York Times. the treaty
caps nuclear armed missiles and
heavy bombers at 700 each, hut
does pat limit the thousands of

tactical nuclear bombs and
stored strategic warheads.

Obama acknowledged the
treaty doesn't go far enough, but
said it establishes an inspection
regime to replace the one that
expired with the Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (START) last
December, and said he plans an-
other round of negotiations to
cut stored warheads and tactical
weapons further.

Four days after the treaty
signing in Prague, Obama was
scheduled to host a meeting of
the leaders of some 45 countries
to discuss how to keep nuclear
materials from falling into the
wrong hands.

World leaders will gather in
New York next menth for the
five-year review of the Nuclear

Nonproliferation Treaty May 10-
14. Chief consideration: how to
keep more countries from de-
veloping nuclear weapons. The
Times reported that Obama also
wants 1o negotiate a treaty on
fissile materials and plans te
press the Senate to finally ratify
the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT).

The new treaty and the
CTBT both need to be ratified
by the U.S. Senate. The CTBT
would ban the testing of nuclear
weapons, establish a global sys-
tem to enforce the ban, and set
up a means of enforcement.
Ratification 1s a first step in put-
ting the U.S. back on the road 1o
nuclear disarmament.

WRITE SENATORS McCASKILL AND BOND TODAY.

April 6 the Obama Admin-
istration réleased its Nuclear Pos-
ture Review, which outlines
many unportant and valuable
steps that the U.S. will take to
"put am end to Cold War think-
g as promised by the Presi-
dent in Prague.a year ago. While
the Review could have been
bolder in some areas, it construc-
tively rearients LS. nuclear pol-
iey to reflect the fact that chang-
mg technologic. strategic, and
geopolitical circumstances have
made it possible and essential for
the LLS, to reduce jts reliance on
nuclear weapons.

Overall, the Nuclear Posture
Review 15 a significant improve-
ment over the two j'ﬂ'{_‘ViUUS Nu-
clear Posture Reviews conducted
since the end of the Cold War.
F'he encouraging steps outlined
i the report should not be
viewed as the end of the journey
toward reducing the dangers
posed by nuclear weapons, but
they point us in the right direc-
tion

On the positive side, the Nu-
clear Posture Review places pre-
venting nuclear proliferation and
nuelear terrorism atop the LS,

nuclear agenda. It also signifi-
cantly reduces the role of nuclear
weapons in LS. national security
by stating that the “tundamental™
role of nuclear weapons 15 to de-
ter nuclear attack on the U.S. and
its allies and limiting the circum-
stances under which the U.S.
would contemplate using nuclear
weapons. Both ol these measures
will be helpful in strengthening
the U.S. hand at the upcoming
Non-Proliferation Treaty Review
(onference in May. Furthermore,
the Review reattirms that the
U.S. will not conduct nuclear
Cont'd on Page 4
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"FAIR TAX" or A HEALTHY MISSOURI?

The Missouri House Ways and Means Commit-
tee held a hearing March 18 on'tax retorm, focus-
ing on two very different proposals.

The first, so-called "Fair Tax", would eliminate
individual and corporate income taxes, and replace
the revenue lost with a sales tax on eyerything ex-
cept business-to-business sales. Included would be
professional fees, prescriplion drugs, food, labor
costs, nursing home care, childeare, and a lew
other services not currently taxed. The tax rate
would be anywhere from 5.11% (in the bill) toan
estimated 12%, necessary to replace lost revenue.
If passed in both the House (HIR 56) and the Sen-
ate (5JR 29), the bill would ge to the voters in No-
vember, It would not need the Governor's signi-
ture.

During the same hearing, Rep, Jeanette Mott
Oxford's "Tax Justice [or a Healthy Missouri” (HB
2034) was heard. This hill would modemize the

tax brackets (not changed since 1931); reduce taxes
on average for the lower 60% of Missourians
through the brackets and 4 refundable tax credit of
$130 per person per household (phasing out at
$50,000 per annual income for singles and $80,000)
for married filing jointly); require the wealthiest
20% to pay an amount asa percentage of their in-

comes similar to the amount paid now by the bot-

tom 80%: and raise $1.3 billion in tevenue.

Ata workshop the next day, Rep. Mott Oxford
recommended contacting the Chair of the Ways &
Means Committee, Mike Sutherland, (B-
Wirrenton, 201 West Capitol Ave., Room 1108,
Jetterson Ciy. MO 65101; 24783 Twin Oaks Dr.,
Warrenton, MO 63383; Capitol phone: 573-751-
2689; Mike.Sutherlandfa@housemo,gov) urging g
vote on her bill. She was upbeat about the possi-
bilities, since Sutherland had shown interest in cer-
tain terms of the bill. Quite a Few Missourians tes-
tified in favor of her bill, or submitted written res-

From Page 3

explosive tests and rejects the
development of new nuclear
weapons.

The Review also supports further
discussions with Moscow on
even deeper bilateral reductions
in U.S. and Russian arsenals
including non-deéployed and non-
strategic (i.e. tactical nuclear
weapons) — beyond those called
for in the New START agree-
ment.

Though the positives signifi-
cantly outweigh the negatives,
the report stops short of saying

that the “sole” purpose of nuclear

weapons is 1o deter nuclear at-
tack on the LLS. and its allies nor
does it call for the LS. to adopt a
“no first use™ policy, The U 5.
does not need nuclear weapons
for any other purpose but deter-
rence. A sole purpose” and“no
first use” declaration would have
further strengthened the credibil-
ity of the U.S. conventional de-
terrent and reduced the incentives
that other states might have 1o
acquire nuclear weapons to pro-
tect themselves froma ULS, first
strike.

The Review'also does nol ree-
ommend that the LS. abandan
its current launch on waming or
launeh under attack posture.

Maintaining sucha posture in-
¢reases the chances of an acei-
dental or unauthornzed nuclear
launch.

from The Center for Arms Con-
trol and Non-Proliferation

GOOD NEWS

Vermont's State Senate has
voted 26-4 1o close the Ver-
mont Yankee nuclear reactor
when 1ts license expires in
2012,

That's good news, but in view
of the nuclear industry's ef-
torts for a revival, we'll need
to remain vigilant.
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MILITARY SPENDING SURGE

A $2 trillion boost for base Pentagon spending since 1998. Plus, $1 trillion for endless wars. Plus, thousands
killed in wars, millions in need of food and shelter, the U.S. economy in tatters. How much longer will tax-
payers continue funding the military-industrial complex at the expense of true security? Worried about jobs?

The increase in military spending since 2000 could cost the economy close to 2 million jobs in the long run.*
*“Massive Defense Spending Leads to Job Loss,” Dean Baker, Center for Economic and Policy Research, Nov. 2009, truthoutorg/} 109097
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IWIHAT YOU CANIDO

* Leaflet with this flyer now, on Tax Day (April
15}, and in the months before a new budget is
passed in October.

* Write elected officials and local newspapers.
Send them copies of this flyer. Demand that
the Pentagon budget be slashed.

* Protest with your money! Sign up at wartax
boycottorg. Refuse to pay all or part of your
federal income tax. VWhatever you choose to
refuse—$1, $10, or a percentage—send a let-
ter to elected officials and tell them why.Though
iflegal, thousands of people openly participate
in this form of protest. Contact us for infor-
mation or referral to a counselor near you.
Contribute resisted tax money to organizations
that support the common good.

*« Get Death & Taxes, the new 30-min. DVYD fea-
turing war tax resisters from across the coun-
try, available at nwtrcc.org/deathandiaxes.htm.

* For more about refusing to pay for war, con-
tact the National War Tax Resistance Coordi-
nating Committee, PO Box 150553, Brooklyn,
NY 11215, (800) 269-7464, nwtrcc.org. Support
the Peace Tax Fund bill: peacetaxfund.org.

= Support miliary personnel who refuse to fight
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Fer more information
see ivaw.org or girightshotline.org. Call the GI
Rights Hotline if you are in the military and need
help: (B77) 447-4487.

RESOURCES

» Additional copies of this leaflet are available
for 10¢ each (1-199), 7¢ each (200 - 499), 6¢
each (500+) plus 20% postage or call for exact
amount.

= For sample brochures and resources on war
tax resistance, send a self-addressed stamped
(61¢) envelope to War Resisters League at the
New York address below.

* War Tox Resistance:A Guide to Withholding Your
Support from the Military, 144-page handbook
with history, methods and resources. $15 plus
$4.95 priority mail; $3 media mail.

LOCAL CONTACT:

War Resisters League
339 Lafayette Street, New York, NY 10012

AN

Tel (212) 228-0450
Fax (212) 228-6193
wrl@warresisters.org
www.warresisters.org

Feb. 2010, 50,000




[

APRIT, 2010

HONDURAN RESISTANCE DEFIES U.S.-BACKED COUP REGIME

In our November Bulletin
we réported on the Honduran
military coup that replaced
President Manuel Zelaya with
Roberto Micheletti amidst non-
violent but vociferous civilian
resistance. November elections
were boycotted by most pro-
resistance candidates, who ob-
jected that no free and fair elec-
tions could 1ake place under
military oceupation, and Por-
firio "Pepe" Lobo Sosa was
eleeted president.

For msight into the current
situation, read Dana Frank's ar-
ticle, "Hondurns' Great Awak-
ening.” in the April 5 issug of
The Nation. She wrote of two
powerlul forces at work —a re-
sistance movement surprising
everyone in its breadth, nonvio
lence and resilience: and the
new regime's brutal repression
i TEsPOnse.

The Obama Administration
is vigorously supporting the
coup regime. See, of State Hil-
lary Clintom declared on March
4 "We believe President Lobo
and his administration have
taken the steps necessary to re-
store democracy.” Lobo has ap-
pointed all but one of the same
military leaders who plotted the
eoup, and the paramilitary-style
violence against the resistance
has escalated throughout Hon-
duras.

Fromi day one, Frank wrote,
the coup government launched a
vieious assault on those who
dared to challenge it, deploying

1ot just the military but munici-
pal police and newly mobilized
paramilitary assassins. Peacetul
demonstrations full of old peo-
ple and children were met with
valley after volley of tear gas.
Human rights groups tracking
the repression reported marchers
beaten with batons sporting new
metal tips; detainees tortured
and raped. 5o far at least 41
people have been killed, more
than 3000 1llegally detained.

Notwithstanding the vio-
lence, Frank wrote that on a
visit in February she found "a
country transformed; people in-
volved in the resistance bursting
with energy and an utterly new
faith in their power: young peo-
ple politically engaged; a coun-
try politicized to the bone."

Part of what makes the resis-
tance so strong, she believes, 15
its diversified base, with each
social group organized within its
own constituency, each with a
representative in the top-level
coordinating committee and
each with its own stake in re-
constituting Honduras. She
cited the women's movement as
an example. Observers note that
60'to 70% of demonstrators are
womern.

Nearly all the major dailies,
TV and radio stations in Hondu-
ras have overtly supported the
new regime, Frank wrote, so the
alternate media have been es-
sential to rapid politicization at
the grassroots.

What unites the resistance,

she believes; 1s a positive vision
of a new Honduras, to be en-
acted through a National As-
sembly that would produce a
new Constitution, modeled after
ones recently passed in Bolivia,
Ecuador and Venezuela; one (o
guarantee land rights for cam-
pesinos and indigenous peoples.
women'’s rights and basic labor
rights.

The coalition plans to con-
tinue to challenge the govern-
ment at the grassroots and hopes
to torce a National Assembly
next year. Meanwhile, it's mov-
ing forward with plans for its
own National Assembly June
28, the anniversary of the coup:

Progressives in the LS.,
Frank wrote, need to muake sure
the Obama Administration
doesn't get away with shoring
up the coup regime of the Hon-
duran oligarchs and military.
She helieyves we need o demand
that the U.S. withdraw its rec-
ognition of the Lobo govern-
ment, halt all aid, cut ties to the
Honduran military, including
ongoing training at the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Secu-
rity (formerly known as the
School of the Americas), and
close the LIS, base at Palmer-
ola.

To achieve these poals, we
need to build up grassroots pres-
sure on member of Congress,
distriet by distriet, working
through our ewn unions, faith
communities. women's groups
and immigration organizations.
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DOCTORS FIND FLAWS IN HEALTH CARE LAW

The Health care bill has finallv
become iaw, and the process of im-
plementation has begun. The Re-
publican Party is expected to belly-
ache about the law into the Noveni-
ber elections and beyond. Butsome
proponents of health care retorm
alsg have gripes.

Physicians for & National Health
Program (PNHP) objects that, in-
stead of eliminating the root of the
problem, the profit-driven private
health insurance industry, "this
costly new legistation will enrich
and further entrench these firms."

Farther objections by the PNHP

were stated in the April newsletter of

Missourians for Simgle Payer Health
Care:

About 23 million people will
remain uninsured nine years out.

Millions of middle-income peo-
ple will be pressured to buy com-
mercial policies costingup 1o 9.5%
of their income, but Covering an av-
erage of only 70% of their medical
expenses.

[nsurance firms will be handed
at least $447 billion in tajjaver
money to subsidize the purchase of
their shoddy products, thus enhane-
ing their financial and political
power and ability to block further
reform,

The law will drain some $40)
billiop from Medicare payments (o
safety net hospitals, thredateninge the
vare of tens pf millions who will
remn aninsured.

People with employer-based
coverage will be lecked into their
plan's limited netwaork of providers,
fuce eveér-rising costs and erosion of
their health benefits,

Health ¢are costs will continue
to skyrocket. The much-vaunted in-
surance regulations ending denials
o the basis of pre-existing condi-
tions are nddled with loophoies,
thanks to the central role insurers
played i erafting the legislation.
Older people can be charged up to
three times more than their younger
counterparts; and large companies

Major provisions of the new law
don't £o into effect until 2014, and
PNHP savs the stakes are tob high to
wait and see how the reform plays out,
These doctors pledge (o continue
working for single-payer national
health insurance, and expanded and
improved Medicare torall,

with @ predominantly female work-
force can be charged higher gender-
hased rates at least unti] 2017,

Women's reproductive rights will
he further eroded, thanks to the bur-
densome segregation of insurance
tunds tor abortion and other medical
Services.

PMNHE, an organization of 17,000
doctors, contends that only asingle-
payersystem offers effective tools for
eost control like bulk purchasing, ne-
gotiated fees; global hospital budget-
ing and capital planning.

NOTE: Dr. David Gill will give
MOSP's annual health care lecture at
the Ethical Seciety on April 25. See
Calendar.

WILPFers AROUND AND ABOUT

"Yvonne Logan, 90, peace activist and
volunteer diréctor since 1975 of the World
Community Center, 438 North Skinker
Boulevard" was the identification for the
pitture greeting readers who opened the
"Community" section of the March 14 St.
Louis Post-Dispateh, followed by the in-
terview with Deborah Peterson. The
close-up tells, in her words. that she de-
cided to work for peace after hearing a
physicist describe how a nuclear bomb
could obliterate Chicago. She jomed
WILPF in 1958 and served as national president from 1981 to 1985 and
22 years on the national board. At 90 she's still going strong.

Treasurer Ava Jordan reported receipt of a terrific birthday gift
March 29 , . Medicare eligibility. Earlier, March 17, her letter recom-
mending passage of Mott Oxford's Tax Justice for a Healthy Missoun bill
was published in the Post-Dispateh.

Joyce and Steve Best and daughter Jaina recently went to Benning-
ton College in Vermont to attend a performance of a contest-winning play
written by their granddaughter Alicia, a senjor at Bennington. Alicia’s
dad, Randy and family also went to Bennington for the "Best" perform-
dAnCeE.

We learned of the death March L1 of Doris "Granny D" Haddock, the
new Hampshire woman who walked across the country at age 89 to pro-
mote campaign finance reform. She was 100, Remember when she
came walking through St. Lowis 1 1999 and we joined her ina walk to a
rally downtown, waving our little red and yellow 'Go Granny Go' signs?

|
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Area Legislators: MEETING WITH McCASKILL REPRESENTATIVE
.. On Thursday, March 4, Bob Bums, field representative for Sena-
:S:ff;g?cmy tor MecCaskill's St. Louis otfice met with four WILPF members,
gﬁ g?i'_%gﬁ;gg Joan Batwinick, Yvonne Logan, Mary Jane Schutzius, and new
ﬁéb[.;?tg"’gft::gq;/fa-g 33; [“552!40 T member (transfer from CA) Barbara Bogard, as well as Bill Ramsey
: [rom Instead of War, Ron Glossop fram Citizens for Global Solu-
g i tions, Judith Smart from the League of Women Voters, and Andy
DC; 202-225-2561 Heaslet from Peace Econemy Project. Each of us brought up one
g:%ﬁ;ﬁjﬁ%ﬁg?g\?ﬁ-ﬁgﬁ subject, submitted written material on it plus one question for the
Website: htip!/akin.house gov/contact htmi Senator to answer in writing, We took up Health Care reform, Mary
3rd District Jane; nuclear weapons' continuing cost, Yvonne: current housing
Eiffsggf_?ggggﬂ problems, Joan; corporate overrepresentation, Bill; Law of the Sea,
StL: 314-962-1523 Ron; CEDAW, Judith; and Boemg's production of unneeded C-17's

Website: hitp#!

camahan house govioontact. shimf and other planes, Andy.

Sen. Kit Bond Mr. Burns listened attentively, asked some questions, and took

202-224-5721 all the material presented for the Senator. He said he was pleased to
SIL. 314-725-4484 L . _ ;

Fax: 202-224-8149 be invited to meet with us, adding that he hoped to be able to ar-
hiip//bopd.senate.gov/contact/contacime. efm range a meeting at the WCC with the Senator personally, that she
Sen, Claire MeCaskill would be most receptive to our proposals.

202-224-6154

Sl 314-367-1364 i
Ff_:Famx:r‘ﬁ:-qgﬂgggﬂﬂfgfﬁﬁﬂara gov/contact cfim WILPF BULI—*E T'IN

Co-editors: Dorothy Poor and Mary Jane Schutzios
Layout and Design: Marideth Sisco
Articles, reports, and information for the Calendar are due
on the day of the Board meetings. The next Board meeting
will be Tuesday, May 4., 2010.
Bring or mail articles for the May bulletin to the World
Community Center, 438 No. Skinker, 5t. Louis, MO 63130, or
e-mail mjschutz@prodigy.nel. Contributions are welcome.

Yes! | want to join WILPE/ Renew my WILPF membership
to work for peace and freedom!

Name: Phone:
Address; . City: State:
ZIP: e-mail__

U.5. Section Membership: Individual - $35, Household - $40, Limited Income - $15
Student - §5, Monthly Bulletin Only - $15. Make checks payable to WILPF and please

mail to:

WILPF, 438 N. Skinker, St. Louis, MO 63130-4834
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CALENDAR

Sun., Apr. 18, 3:45 p.m.: Citizens for Global Solutions Annual Meeting. beginning with an informal reception,
followed by 4:00 p.m. talk: "What [s the Future of Democracy?" by St. Louis U, Prof. James Bohman, Ph.DD..
annual business meeting and buffet turkey dinner. Ethical Society, 9001 Clayton Rd., $10.50. Reservations by
Apr. 15 Dr. David Oughton, 1130 Big Sky Drive; Fenton MO 63026; More info: Ron Glossop, 314-869-2303
or Dave Qughton, 636/717-0165.

Sun., Apr. 25, 11:00 a.m.: MOSP Annual Health Care Weekend, Dr. David Gill: "Dr. Gill's Rx for Health Care:
Single Payer, Expanded Medicare for All Americans," Ethical Society, 9001 Clayton Rd., Richmond Heights.
Tue, Apr. 27, 1:30 p.m.: WILPF Executive Committee meeting, WCC.

Fri., Apr. 30, Noon — 2:15 p.m.: Women in Black vigil, America’s Center. Washington Ave. downtown, in con-
Junction with the United Methodist Women's Congress. (Come for at least 30 minutes, no expectation to stay
the entire time.)

Sat., May 1, 11:45 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.: March from America’s Center to rally at Kiener Plaza for Immigrants'
Rights, action by the United Methodists Women Congress.

Tue., May 4, 1:45 p.m.: WILPF Board meeting, WCC,

Tue,, May 11, 11:30 a.m. — [:00 p.m.: Women in Black vigil, Delmar Loop. near the Bread Company.

SAVE THE DATE
Sun., May 23, 5:30 p.m.: WILPF Annuval Meeting and Potluck, Regional Arts Commission, 6128 Delmar.
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