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Brown Bag: Wednesday, November 4

World Community Center, 11:30a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Virginia Druhe
Virginia recently returmed from two weeks
with Witness for Peace in Honduras
HONDURAS: MILITARY COUP
OR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT?

UNITED NATIONS DAY, OCTOBER 24

OCTOBER22: UN DAY CELEBRATION
IRELAND'S SERVICE TO THE UNITED NATIONS,
[eaturing Helena Mulkerns. former Press Officer
with UN Peacekeeping Missions

12:30 —2:00 p.m..

Century Room C. Millennium Student Center,
LIM-8t. Louis;

info: 314 516 7299

OCTOBER 24: UN DAY PROGRAM

Pancl: “HOW TO MAKE THE U.N. MORE EFFECTIVE™

2:00 —4:00 p.m..

Hanke Room. Ethical Society.

9001 Clayton Rd.

Co-sponsors: St. Louis WILPF. Citizens for Global Solutions, UNA. League of Women Voiers
(Yvonne Logan will represent WILPF on the panel.)
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NOVEMBER 3
ELECTIONS
COMING UP

Voters in St. Louis County will
see twh propositions on the Nov. 3
ballot.

Prop. E-911 would levy a
county sales tax of one-lenth of one
percent to establish. operate and
maAIniain an emergency commurnica-
tions system. The tax would raise
$13.6 million a-year to finance the
system, including radios, towers and
computer equipment, and for a $10
million upgrade to the county’s siren
system.

Prop. N would prohibit smok-
iing inenclosed public places ofem-
ployment and other public places,
such as libearies, educational tacili-
ties, health care facilities. entertain-
ment and recreation places, the-
aters, restaurants, places of work.
Exceptions include casino gaming
areas. private clubs, drinking estab-
lishments. cigar birs and posted
smaoking areas at Lambert Airport.

Propenents would likea tougher
bill, but say the County could lead the
way for Missourd w pass a state-wide
law. Opponents say it interferes with
individual and employer rights, doesni't
o farenough, has unfairexemptions,
and/0r should be statewide,

Some ¢ity ballots will carry
additional propositions. Allrequire
asimplemajority.

In'St. Louis City a speeial elec-
tion will be held to Al the vacancy in
the 4th State Senatorial District caused
by the resignation of State Sen. Jeff
Seith, In St Louis County a special
election will be held to fill the vacancy
in the 73rd State Representative Dis-
trict caused by the resignation of
Steve Brown.

League of Women Volers

NB: BULLETIN MAILING

You probably thought you were
receiving World Series tickets with the
last Bulletin, if you naticed all the tap-
ing.

Prabably not.

But if you noticed. you might
have wondered why we wasted 50
much precious time and energy put-
ting two pieces of tape at the top. two
tabs (n the right side, and one on the
fefi side.

When | took a Church Women
United newsletter to the bulk post of-
fice on Aug. 28, 1 was told that the
mailing would be “reviewed” because
we had put one picce of tape at the
top and one on the right sidez should
have been two pieees of lape at the
tp. But the mailing trays were ac-
cepled. and as far as | know, the news-
letters were delivered the next day.

Preparing the Sept. WILPE
Bulletin for the post office. we duti-
fully puttwo pieces of tape at the top.
Only to be told at the bulk mail office
that “new™ (April 15, 2009) regula-
tions were being enforced: two one-
and-a-halfinch, non-perforated TABS
were needed on the right side and one

tab on the left. The mailing was re-
fused!

I will be forever grateful to Dor-
othy Poor, wha purchased the tabs.
correctly applied them. and took the
well-sealed Bulletins back 1o the bulk
mail office the next day.

All of which led to a discussion
at our Board meeting about cutting
back the mailing list, sending some
electronically, and sending the rest
first class, Terri Williams contacted
you and obtained email addresses for
about half of the mailing list.

Would vou like 1o receive your
Bulletin electronically? You'd get it
sooner, for sure, but would you read
it? 1 prefer not to read newsletters
on the monitor, and frequently refer
to the Calendar on the back of the
Bulletin 1o confirm specifics, What
do you think about sending it first
class; mayvbe cutting back on the com-
plimentary subseriptions? Please
leave a messageal 314 862 5735 with
VOUr OPInion.

Thanks,
Mary Jane Schutzjus:

WHINSEC.

metly School of the Americas.

CALL. . .CALL. . .CALL. . .CALL

Sehool of the Americas Watch urges us to call Sen. Carl
Levin (202 224 6221 or 800 473 6711) to ask for inclusion of the
*WHINSEC Amendment in the defense authorization bill now in @
Hotse/Senate conference committee.  The amendment calls for the
release of the names of graduates and instructors of the SOAS

#Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation, for-

=2
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PEACE A POSSIBILITY??7?

A panel of five with input from
the audience of 83 listeners took on
the question “lsracli-Palestinian
Peace: Possibility of Dream?" and
when the evening was over the gues-
tonnark remained. But most in at-
tendance seemed to relish the ex-
change of information and ideas
sweetened by an array of delicious
cookies,

WILPF sponsored the program
Octaber 7 at the University City Li-
heary auditorium. Moderator Jane
Mendelson mtroduced the panelists:
Repps Hudson, former Post-Dispatch
reporter and Washington U, adjunet
professor of Readings on the Arab-
Israeli Conllict; Mazen Badra, Pales-
tinian peace activist who teaches at
Sanford-Brown College and Webster
L Robert Cohn, former editorof The
Jewish Light; Gloria Gordon of Bril
Tzedek; and Michael Berg, LS,
Campaizn to End the Oceupation and
St Louis' Instead-of-War.

The six minutes alloned each
speaker in the begimning allowed no
time for longwinded expasition. and
timekeeper Suzanne Reinhold was
promptly acknowledged at her signal.

Hudson remarked at the start
that” the problem probably won’t be
settled in the next 20 years.” The
strong alliance bepween the ULS, and
lsrael will continue, he said. and the
problems don't lend themselves o
simple solutions:

Badra said we need to stay
hopeful for a peaceful solution and
look for ways to exist without killing
each other. He decried the srowth
of Jewish settlements on the West
Bank — some S00,000 people — and
said that in Jerusalem the Palestinians
fear there's 4 poliey tuproot them:

It’s important to be mindful of the
points of view of people in the streets,
he said.

Cehn wok us back abour 4.000
yearsto King Pavid, Selomon and the
two aldest sons of Abraham ta iHus-
trate how long Jews have been around
the disputed area,

Gordon described Brit Tzedek,
a Jewish Alliance for Justice and
Peace, as a grassroots effort 1o edu-
cate Jews in support of resolving the
conflict, and J'Street as a new politi-
cal lobby in Washington to work for a
two-state solution. The effort includes
re-defining “pro-lsracl™ not o mean
“larael right orwrong.” Gordon said
major focus is.on an lsraeli majority
favoring a two-state solution, and sup-
port of a government with clout. ie.
President Obama, to help official lead-
crs negotiate a peace treaty.

Berg emphasized the devastal-
ing effects of encroaching settle-
ments, checkpoints, and denial ofhu-
man rights to Palestinjans: He con-
demned the U.S. compheity of pro-
viding Caterpillar bulldozers used o
destray homes and olive orchards. As

anonviolent action he suggested boy-

cott, divestment and sanctions,

Discussion on the next hest
steps to pedce brought these com-
ments:

Berg: The mast important step
is to stop military and economic aid
unitl] lsrael complies with- intermational
laws, It might be reasonable for set-
tlerstostay in the West Bank ilthey re
willing to live under Palestimian |iws,
The LLS: peeds 1o exert real pressure.

Hudson: Positions on all sides
have hardened and middle ground
seems to be gone. Butsuicide bomb-

ings have gone down; there’s not so
much killing, and that’s why the Wall
eXists.

Badra: | thmk Isracl hasa right
1o build aWall, but don’t build it on
my land, build it on vour land. This
Wall cuts off Palestinians from their
land, their mosques, hospitals, and
sehools,

Cohn: Sanctions don’t work, just
make people more united against the
users: They won'twork against Iran.

Gordon: Peace is a clear possi-
hility. but tivachieve it sirong support
will have to be given for Obama’s
program, Sign and send the pledge
“["wvie Got Your Back™ to President
Obama. and participate in the J Street
conference October 25-28 (o lobby for
a two-state solution.

About ten people From the au-
dience then formed a line up tront, and
each was allowed a minute to ask a
guestionof the panel or make acom-
ment. The first question referred to
the Goldstone Repont on passible war

crimes committed hy the Isehelis and

Hamas during the assault on Guoea:
and asked why the LIS, has sb far
ignored it. Hudson said he thought
the president had enough to consider
without dealing with that report and
Cohn concurred, saving that the presi-
dent is already bogged down with
war crimes. Berg and Badra dis-
agreed, and Badea said Palestinians
were furious that their own officials
refused to support the follow-up.

Regarding the future of Jerusa-
lem, Hudson said most lseselis don’t
believe the city should be partitioned.
“That's the reahty today.™

See PEACE, cont on page 4
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PEACE, cont.

from page 3

Anna Baltzer, author of Wit-
ness in Palestine: a lewish Ameri-
can Women in the Occupied Ter-
ritories. said. “The entire state of
Palestine i5 under the control of Is-
rael. What would happen if you
just gave everyvone the same
rights? Would that justify dental of
rights to Christians and Muslims?”

Steve Best asked, “Whiit
would happen if the settlers onithe
West Bank were told they could
stay where they are, provided they
are willing to live under Palestin-
ian laws?"

Ron Glossap,. Citizens for
Global Selutions: picked up on
Berg's suggestions and asked,
“Why not have the U8, say to 1s-
rael: “You have to stop settlements.
and if vou don’t we'll cut down on
{inancial assistance.”™

Fortunately, answers 1o the
what ifs-and why nots weren’t ex-
pected. With only minutes remain-
ing befire library closing time the
prograim ended in a round of ap-
plause for the panel members. who
Joined the audience for cookies and
conversation, WILFF hopes the
talking continues,

The WILPF committee in-
cluded Joan Botwinick., Louise
Green, Betsy Hamra, and Mary
Jane Schutzius, as well as modera-
tor Jane Mendelson and timekeeper
Suzanne Reinhold.

Diorothy Poor

HEALTH CARE REFORM

Judy Dasovich, MDD, one of the
Baucus 13, prefers no health care
reform this year te phony reform.. She
spoke o a roomful of people at the
MOSP meetimg Sept. |7 at the Ethi-
cal Society. Dasovich was one of the
13 medieal professionals arrested dur-
ing the carly Baucus hearings when
she asked that Single Payer be rep-
resented at the “table™ discussing
health care reform.

She believes that phony reform
will discourage doing the right thing
and providing health eare for every-
one. She stressed that health insur-
ance is not health care, that improved
Medicare for Al is the only plan that
will do that. The “public option™ will
ot beavailable to an emplovee whose
cniployer provides insurance prohibi-
tvely expensive. The insurance com-
paniesarenot Gehting the public ap-
tion part of the reform since it will
supply more potential customers to
them. Employers will find it cheaper
not o offer nsurance than to pav an
annual government fine. The phar-
muaceutical companies feel safe in

their deal with the President to reduice
costs within ten vears.

Medicare for All. HR 676 will
be offered on the House floor by Rep:
Antliony Weiner, who asked the Con-
gressional Budeet Office for input.
Rep. Dennis Kucinich attached an

amendment to HR 3200 which would

allow states to enact single payer by
exemption from ERISA (tederal law
which constricts what states-can en-
act). ‘Sen: Bemie Sanders will ofter
5703 on the Senate floor for a vioie
(Senate counterpart of HR 676),

Health Care-NOW! will have a
national stralegy meeting at Sheraton
Westport Plaza, Saturday-Sunday,
November 14-15, 4:00 pm. — 9:00
p.m. and 8:00 am. —4:00 p.m., regis-
tration $30: “By learning and sharing
Friom o another we can bulld on the
tremendous successes of the last year
and develop the plan to push Congress
o implement single-paver national
health NOW.™

Mary Jane Schutzius

Co-Editors:

Layout and Design:

WILPF Bulletin

Artieles, reports, and mformation for the Calendar are due on the day of
the Boafd meetings, The nexi Board meeting will be WED. Nov. 4 {post-
poned because af election day, Bring ormail articles for the Mov, bulletin
to the World Community Center, 438 Mo, Skinker, St Louois, MO 63130/,
Or [ax to 862-8155, Ann: WILPE. Contributions are welcome.

Dorothy Paor
Mary Jane Schutzius
Amy Smoucha
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WILPFers SOUND
OFF IN OP-EDS

Cogent opinion pieces: by
WILPFers Arlene Zarembka and
Zuleyma Tang-Martinez were fea-
tured in September on the op-ed page
of the 8t Lowis Post-Dispatch.

Arlene. an attorney with one
employee, pointed 1o the high and ris-
ing cost ofher small-group health plan
as eompared to smaller costs and
greater benefits offered in o large-
group plan. *“No one should have 1o
wait until heis ehgible for Medicare
o have good affordable health insur-
ance,” she wrote, . . “"Evervone
should have the option to sign up for
a national public insurance plan, with
the same premium charged forevery-
ane in the plan regardless of génder.
age orhealth condition, Unless these
measures are included in health care
retorm, insurance will become 'in-
creasingly unaffordable forsmall busi-
nesses and individoals, We will ré-
main at the mercy ol pitiless private
insurance companies whose only con-
eern is to profitas much as possible
from our need for health care.™

Zuleyma wrote in defense of
Caster Semenva, the South Alrican
female track star who'was consid-
ered by some to be a male impostor
after she was discovered to have tes-
tes and high' levels of testosterone,
Zuleymay a biology professoral LiM-
st Louis, wrote: “Contrary to popu-
far opinion, the sex of an individual
may not be an either-or categoriza-
tion, Certain conditions, collectively
known as Cintersexualine’. resalt in
individuals with a mix ofcharacteris-
tics as a result of variation in genet-
i¢s, development. and hormonal con-

ditions.. . . The reeent focus.on in-
tersexuality could havea positive out-
vome ifitteaches us o value all forms
of human diversitv and increases tol-
eranee toward those who differ from
the majority, We cannot take for
granted that the only sexes are un-
ambiguously male and female. Biol-
ogv thrives on variation: we need 1o
understand the complexity of sex and
respeet intersexuafity as an expres-
sioivot thisnatural variation.™

In another op-ed Virginia
Druhe, anactivist friend of WILPF,
set forth her objections to Paul
MeKee's proposed Northside St.
Louis development. “For 32 years |
have been aresident of thearea,” she
wrote. .. 1 am fully opposed to this
massive style of *redevelopment” that
15 imposed from above by people who
have little cannection to the area. . . .
The major problem in our neighbor-
howd: for 25 years has been the gen-
cral refusal of the city 1o allow ac-
cessto land for development o arca
restdents for small projects.”

She pomted to successful devel-
opment in the arcaand took issue with
the proposal’s claim that the areais a
“menace 1o public health, safety, mor-
alsand welfare.” opining that it proves
the document is not based on real
knowledge of the area or its people.
“There 15-a lot to be accomplished.”
she concluded. “Mass blighting and
vague multi-billion dollar plans just
waste precious time and resources.
Mr. Melkee's tax-increment finane-
ing proposal does nol merft serious
consideration.”

WILPFers
AROUND AND
ABOUT

Sharonand Gary Pedersen’s
twa-vear-old home in Kirtkwood was
featured in Tim Brvant's P-Darticle
September 18 for its innovative geo-
thermal heating and cooling systen.
Giary was guoted as saying their hieat-
ing costs are halfthose at their former
home in Eureka. and that they ap-
priciate the system’s lack of a noisy
outside air-conditioning compiressor
and the whisper of guiet fans tha
gentlymave air o and from the geo-
thermal emils, “Summer cooling costs
ares low,” he said, “and in the winter
we pretty, much ger everything out
of the earth.

Martha Pannettiextolled the
aclvantages of the Canadian health
care system compared with the high
cost of the LLS. lack of system, in
her letter'of Ocet. 3 1o the P-D.

Both Rita Mauchenheimer
and Mary Jane Schutzius had let
ters printed in the Oct, 12 Pose-Dis-
patch Rita addressed the military
coup in Honduras and continuing vio-
lations of human rghts; Mary Jane
didn’t think much of the Swiss health
care systent &5 a model for the LS.

Congratulations to Martha
Dysart on the birth of healthy twin
grandsons and to Joyce Best and
Jaina Best on the accomplishments
of their grandson and son, who with
his band took first place in two re-
cent contests: We share vour joy:

CONDOLENCES: WILPE
members extend our svmpathy to
Dr. Hugh Chaplin on the death
September 23 of s wite. Lee Rob-
ins. and to Favand John Scandrett
on the death. also in September, of
hersister, Lois Bovd m Oxford, MS.

LN
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Email of Thu T0/1/2009
22 PM

To: WILPE Branches
Subject: [Branches] 5t Louis
Branch newsletter featurgd on
Genevasite. Cheers for St
Louis and other Branches that
inspire us afl!

This is a great newsletier,
brimming with activism, informa-
tiony and thoughtful analysis: Today
it is featured on the WILPF inter-
nationat office website and you can
read ital woavw wilpEintich/PDE!
Newsletters2009/
St.Louis September.pdf. Enlarge
o 100%,

We have other engaged
Branches that make a difference
in their own communities and be-
yond. We can take strength and
gain mspiation [rom each of them.

And thank you, St Louis,
for work well done. And we all
have so much mare ssuveewestill 1o
do. But ereating a better world
for our children, grandchildren
and their children is worth every
effort we can make.
in peace, Carol Urner, National
Program ¢a-chair, WILPF,
LES. Section
[ The entire Sept. Bulletin was
the only entry on the website.
Check it out. - Eds.]

Name

SUBJECT: ACALLTOACTION - Oct. 9, 2009

This moming, Michelle and |
awoke to some surprising and bum-
bling news. At 6 a.m., we received
word that I'd been awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for 2009,

To be honest. | do not feel that |
deserve to be in the company of so
many of the (gansformative figures
wha've been hanared by this prize —
men and women who've inspired me
and inspired the entire world through
their courageous pursuit of peace.

But I also know that throughoul
history the Nobel Peace Prize has not
Just been used to honor specitic
achievementy it’s al5o been used as a
means (b give momentum o a el
of causes.

That iswhy I've said that | will
accepl this award as a eall toaction,
a call for all nations and all peoples
to confront the common chal-
lenges of the 21st century. These
challenges won 't all be metduring my
presidency, or even my lifetme. Bul

I Know these challenges can be met
s0 long as ir's recognized that they will
nol be met by one person or one na-
tinri alone,

This award — and the call to
action that comes with it—does not
belong stmply to-me ormy adminis-
tration: it belongs 1o all people arbond
the world who have fought for justice
and for peace. And most of all. it be-
longs to you, the men and women
of America, who have dared to
hope and have warked 5o hard 10
make our world a little better.

Sotodav-we humbly recommit
to the important work that we v be-
gun together, I'm grateful that you've
stood with me thus far_apd 1" hon-
ored to continue our vital work in the
Years (o coime.

Thank you,

President Barack Obama

| Emphasisadded; he’s talkimgz (o
and about us, — Eds.]

Phone

Address

City

Yes! I want to join WILPF to work for peace and freedom.

Zip

e-mail

LLS. Section Membership: Individual = $35; Household = $40, Limited income = 815,
Student = 85, Monthly Bulletin Only = 815, Make checks payable to WILPF, and please mail to:

WILPF, 438 N. Skinker, SL. Louis, MO 63130-4834.
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Getting in GEAR: WILPF Helps Create
New U.N. Women'’s Agency

WILPF is such a vast organiza-
tion, it can sometimes be difficult to
explain what we do. GEAR provides
one great, recent exaniple of how
activism = and your member support
- makes our organization vital o build-
ing a better world.

Since 2006, the Gender Equal-
ity Architecture
Reform (GEAR)
Caoalition has cam-
pajgned for
greater recogni-
Lion of women,
and better coordi-
nation of work on
Wenen's 15sues,
withiin the LEN.

Led by the
Center for
Waomen's Global
Leadership, the -Women's Environ-
meit & Development Organization
(WEDD) and WILPF. GEAR was
fornially lavnched in Febroaey 2008.
It now consists of oyer 300 winnen’s
organizations across the world!

All that work has paid off. In
mid-September, the LN, General
Assembly adopted o resolution that
will combine the four main LLN.
women’s agencies into one entity fo-
cused on the rights of women. The
LN, Development Fund for Women
(LINIFEM), the LEN. Division for the
Advancement of Women, the Office
of the Special Adviseron Gender I5-
sues, and the International Research
and Training Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Women will be merged.

Annlanette Rosga, director of
WILPFs UN, office, says prior to
GEAR it has been far “loo easy 1o

ignore women's issues” at the U
“There was a eommitment
women's issues,” she adds;: “but
enough high-level, well-coordina
leadership and notenough résour
Without a centrally organized, w
funded institutional presence wit
the LN, and on the ground, a1
portant meetir
it's possible to al-
Jow wimen’s coti-
cerns to be an al-
terthought. The
hope with this new
entity 15 that
polivy-level and
so-called “field-
level” operations
will be more stra-

tegically inte-
erated, Real
Women's eon-

cerns will be addressed maore system-
atically - with greater accountability
to dgreed-upon legal normis™

The Tour existing wamen’s
agencies will be put under 2 sinele
office, forming a full-fledged new
agency perhaps by the middie of next
vear. according to the Inter Press
Service. The agency will be headed
by an under-secretary-general, the
third highest ranking position within
the LIN,

GEAR hopes the new entity will
be aperational by the time of the
Beijing+ 15 Review at the Commis-
sion on the Statns of Women (CSW)
in March of 2010. WILPF members
are inyited to-attend the CSW.

from the October 2009 Enews,

LIS Section

Area Legislators:

15t District

Wm. Lacy Clay

DE: 202:225-2406

Stl: 314-356-1970

SIL County: 314-383-5240
Websile: hitpi/facyclay house.gov/
contact.him

2nd Dist—

Todd Akin:

DE: 202-225.2561

Stl: 314-590-0029

St. Charles: 636-949-6826
Website: hitpiakin house gov!
coptact himl

Jrd District

Russ Carnahan

DC: 202-225-267 1

Stk 314-862-1523

‘Website: http:// I :
camahan house.gov/contact.shimi

Sen. KitBond

202-224-5721

Sik.: 314-725:4484

Fax 202-224-2749

httpi/fbond senate.govicontact/
contactme.cfm

Sen. Claire McCaskill
202-204-6154

Sti: 314.367-1364

Fax: 202-226-6326 :
hitpilimecaskill. senate gov/
contact.cim
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CALENDAR

Thu., Oct. 22, 12:30 p.m.: UN Day Celebra-
tion (see page 1)

Fri.,, Oct. 23; dinper and discussion: Ven-
ezuela, Place TBA (cost: $10/parson) Speakers:
Dan Hellinger, Webster University Venezuelans. Info!
314 7212977

Sat., Oct. 24, 2:00 p.m.: UN Day Panel (see
page 1).

Tue., Oct. 27, 1:30 p.m.: WILPF Exceutive
Committec meeting, WCU

Tue., Nov. 3: Election Day

Wed., Nov, 4, 11:30 a.m.: Brown Bag (sce
page 1)

Wed., Nov. 4, 1:45 p.m.: WILPF Board
meeting. WCC — NOTE: postponed from
Tuesday because olelections.

Tue., Nov. 1), 11:30 a.m.: Women in Black
vigil. near the Bread Co., Delmar Loop

Nov, 20-22: 20th anniversary of the Martyrs
of the UCA—po o FL, Benning to protest the Schoof

of the Americas/ WHINSEC with [FCLA. Details at
www, ifela et banner: SOA2009



