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General Assembly 13 Nowersbor 3o

Fifty-sixth session
Agenda item 171

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly

[without reference to a Main Committee (A/56/L.8 and Add.1)]

56/4. Observance of the International Day for Preventing
the Exploitation of the Environment in War and
Armed Conflict

The General Assembly,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration,' which emphasized the
necessity of safeguarding nature for the sake of future generations and working for
the protection of our common environment,

Considering that damage to the environment in times of armed conflict impairs
ecosystems and natural resources long beyond the period of conflict, and often
extends beyond the limits of national territories and the present generation,

Recalling Article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter of the United Nations, which
states that all Member States shall refrain from the threat or use of force against the
territorial integrity of any State in their international relations,

. Declares 6 November each year as the International Day for Preventing
the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict;

2. Invites Member States, entities of the United Nations system and other
international and regional organizations to observe 6 November each year as the
International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and
Armed Conflict;

3. Regquests the Secretary-General to ensure the implementation of the
present resolution and to promote it in the international community.

37th plenary meeting
J November 2001

! See resolution 55/2.
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According to the United
Nations, 15% of the
world's population
suffer from chronic
hunger, whilst more
than a billion struggle
to survive on less than
$1 per day. This is the
direct result of the
structure of the global
economy, of the history
of colonialism and of
political decisions
being made today.
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This booklet was produced by some members of the
Disarmament and Environment Working Group of the Women'’s
International League for Peace and Freedom (UK).

We thank the Christian Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament,
whose exhibition “Create or Destroy” was the inspiration for its
theme. We also acknowledge the information available on the
Internet from a number of peace, economic justice and
environmental organisations worldwide. It may be used freely,
but please acknowledge the source.

e Women's l:nternational League for Peace and Freedom (UK)
52-54 Featherstone Street. London EC1Y 8RT
Tel: 0207 250 1968. e-mail: office@ukwilpf.org.uk
website: www.ukwilpf.org.uk
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