WILPF 2005 International Executive Committee Minutes


Thursday 1 September 2005

Welcome and introduction

1. Regina Birchem, International President officially opened the 2005 International Executive Committee Meeting.  The session was co-facilitated with Susi Snyder, incoming Secretary General.  Toni Maechtlinger, on behalf of the Swiss Section, welcomed the IEC participants to Geneva.   

2. The President reminded everyone about the role of the IEC.  IEC members have responsibility for this organization throughout the world, and are not here to carry out constituency wishes.  IEC decisions must be implemented by the Officers and staff, and money must be raised for us to do our work.  

Secretariat

3. The Secretariat for minute taking during the IEC was appointed: Mary Ann McGivern, Rosalie Huzzard, Ruth Russell, and Pat Pleasance.

Agenda for IEC

4. This was approved.

Minutes of the IEC 2004 meeting

5. Any amendments to these are to be put in writing and given to any of the Officers.

Appointments

6. The following were confirmed:

(a) Secretary General:  Susi Snyder

(b) Treasurer:  Michaela Todd 

Reports

The following reports were received:

7. President and Officers’ Report

8. Secretary General’s Report

9. Congress in Sweden 2004

(a) The President thanked the Swedish Section for producing this report and raising money to do so.  Please note that there is an error in the report related to section fee payments received : the report fails to note that the United States section fully paid the 2004 Section Fee.
10. Finance Report

(a) Mans van Zandbergen commented on the Treasurer’s Report.  Whilst she felt that the finances were improving step by step, it is essential to have long-term sustainability, and one idea is an Endowment Fund.  It had been decided in Costa Rica that a portion of bequests should be set aside as a long-term fund and managed by JAPA in the US.  This was done in 2005 when 10% of two gifts (one a bequest, the other a memorial in honor of a WILPF member) was added to the Jane Addams Nobel Prize money.  We recommend continuing this practice and to  increase, as much as possible,  the percentage of gifts put in the Fund.  Something similar should be done in Europe. These issues should be followed up by the Finance Committee. 

(b) It was also recommended that the Fund-Raising Committee should be made a sub committee of the Standing Finance Committee. 

(c) Mans served as WILPF International Treasurer for several years,  At Congress in 2004, Mans agreed to serve as Treasurer for one more year, and is now stepping down.  Gratitude was expressed to Mans for her work and our appreciation for the many ways she and her husband, Ton, support WILPF.  Gifts were given to Mans on behalf of WILPF.

11. Section Fees

(a) A new arrangement for Section fees had been agreed in Sweden last year, but there is unhappiness about the inequitable way this is working.  Members were reminded that it has always been the case that if there has been a major disaster (e.g. the tsunami) and a Section cannot pay then the Standing Finance Committee could decide to waive the fee.

(b) After further discussion it was agreed that we need to think again about this issue.  We should keep the same policy for now but do an evaluation for the IEC 2006 and a paper for Congress in 2007 at which time a new strategy should be considered.  Meanwhile we should adjust section fees for those unable to meet the current fee (re-negotiate).  Authority is given to the President and Secretary General in conjunction with the Treasurer to adjust the fees accordingly.

Communication and Public Relations Material

12. There is a need for additional PR material.  If someone calls the Geneva Office we cannot offer an International leaflet.

13. Eleven Sections have websites but these are all of different designs.  Uniformity in site design would help to establish a WILPF international identification.

14. Sections could ask for contributions to their newsletters from other sections to enhance the sense of belonging to an international organisation.

New Design for the IPU (International Peace Update)

15. Annelise Ebbe’s son Jacob has been working on modernizing the IPU.  The new look will be launched in the next issue, due to be mailed in mid-September. 

Organisational work and priorities in Geneva

16. There was a discussion on the list of things we would like to do (including the Peace Conference in Cuba in 2006 and human rights training in Geneva) and the limitations on what can be achieved.  Fund-raising is needed.

Resolutions Committee

17. The committee was appointed, consisting of Krishna Ahooja Patel, Talat Sabbagh, Liss Schanke, Aliyah Strauss, and Roula Zoubiane.

18. There was a discussion about the need for guidelines to be issued to Sections about forming resolutions, and asking them to consider and recommend how their resolutions should be dealt with (programme item, statement, resolution etc.).  It may be necessary to ask them to provide additional facts or background.

Committee on Committees Report

19. The report from the Committee was summarized and a discussion followed.  Various points emerged which needed further consideration.  An ad hoc committee, consisting of Annelise Ebbe, Heidi Meinzolt-Depner, and Roula Zoubiane, was appointed to put forward proposals for final agreement.  Later, Ann Pendel and Darien De Lu joined the committee.
Reception

20. On Thursday evening a reception was held to celebrate WILPF’s 90th birthday.

Friday 2 September

News

21. Toni Maechtlinger summarized a number of items in the day’s news which was dominated by stories of the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in the Southern US.

UN REFORM DISCUSSION 

(Facilitators Samira Khoury and Heidi Meinholtz-Depner).

22. We were reminded of the commitment of our founding mothers in 1915 to the establishment of an international body as an essential tool for the achievement of permanent peace.

23. Mary Ann McGivern presented a brief history of the current reform efforts.  In 2000, the Millennium Summit agreed on eight goals related to aid and development (Millennium Development Goals, MDGs).  Since that time, and in the review of progress on these goals, the UN Secretary General has released a report “In Larger Freedom: Towards Security, Development and Human Rights for All.” 

24. The UN Secretary General's report In Larger Freedom divided UN reform into four key areas: Freedom from Want; Freedom from Fear; Freedom to Live in Dignity; and Strengthening the United Nations. These four "clusters" are now being used to frame the debate in advance of the September summit on UN Reform.

25. Heads of state, and their delegations in New York, are in the process of developing a consensus outcome document to the above mentioned Summit meeting.   The document itself has been through numerous revisions since it was originally released in early June by the General Assembly President to Member States.

26. The US has suggested more than 750 changes to this text since John Bolton’s arrival in New York.  The US wants to delete any mention of the word “disarmament”; want agreement on Security Council restructuring; want to remove references to climate change and the International Criminal Court. 

27. The General Assembly conducted a hearing with Civil Society at the end of June, at which Edith Ballantyne represented WILPF.

28. Edith Ballantyne felt that proposals for “re-visioning” the UN should not be agreed without more thought about a radical change of direction.  We should go back to the basic Charter and examine whether its basic tenets are being fulfilled, and if not how we should achieve them.  For instance, ECOSOC and UNCTAD were designed to cover the whole area of economic and social issues and trade and development, but the US, and the establishment of the World Trade Organization have sidelined them.   

29. The MDGs are unachievable by 2015 and have been hampered by events such as the Iraq war and other conflicts.  The world was now in a terrible dilemma and only a renewed UN could solve its problems.

30. The question for WILPF was whether we should continue to be involved in the current processes or stand back and rethink the agenda and work for radical change.

31. Annelise Ebbe described her recent experiences as an NGO representative at preparatory meetings for Beijing + 10 the MDG Summit.  She felt that the system was not conducive to input by NGOs.  Because it is felt that some European NGOs are too close to their governments, just proposing small changes to documents is not effecting real change.  The Danish Section was now lobbying independently of other NGOs.

32. A wide-ranging discussion followed, resulting in the following proposals:

(a) An one page paper should be prepared as an immediate lobbying tool, outlining WILPF’s main lobbying points.

(b) A major one-year WILPF project should be initiated to produce in-depth research into UN renewal, with a paid coordinator.  Sections would be asked to nominate members for a small working group to meet for discussion in Geneva.  A website should be set up and fundraising would be needed to make the project a reality.

UNESCO

33. Simone Landry called for more WILPF input to back up the work she was doing as our representative and give the gender perspective greater impact.  Other NGOs were waiting to hear the outcome of this IEC, as WILPF has a good reputation. 

(Afternoon session facilitated by Marta Benavides)

RESOLUTIONS

34. These were split into four categories by the Resolutions Committeee:

(a) Accepted as resolutions

(b) Statements

(c) Programme items

(d) Suggested they go back for further consideration

(For final details of what was agreed see below minutes)

PROGRAMME PRIORITIES

35. The IEC divided into small groups to discuss programme priorities, and reported as follows:

Peace Conference in Cuba

36. Why Cuba?

(a) To confront the U.S. policy that is hostile to Cuba.

(b) Focus on Cuba, which is a potential target of U.S. intervention/ invasion.

(c) To give U.S. WILPF members a means around U.S. restrictions on travel to Cuba by having an international event there.

(d) Cuba is a model of success in providing human security: food, health, and education.

(e) WILPF has good relations with FMC, the Cuban Women’s Federation, which can provide good logistical help in Cuba because of FMC’s close connections to the Cuban government.

37. Why a WILPF Peace Conference?

(a) Put a renewed spotlight on WILPF in the world.

(b) This will be a WILPF conference, with others as co-sponsors and endorsers.

38. What’s special about this conference?

(a) A women’s peace conference, focusing on women and peace, relating to 1325.

(b) Challenging the idea that the War on Terror leads to peace.

(c) Challenging the idea that violence against violence gives peace.

(d) Emphasizing that peace is based on real human security (food, health care, etc.)

(e) Facing the challenge to peace from global poverty and environmental decay.

39. The IEC is asked for

(a) Affirmation

(b) Volunteers 

(c) Ideas

Economic Global Justice Committee

40. We discussed:

(a) NAFTA: Canadians are angry. It’s a catastrophe for Mexico.

(b) CAFTA: Most Central American countries have signed. Costa Rica is holding out against pressure.

(c) MERCOSUR: Free trade union in South America, a group of countries that agree to cooperate on a regional basis, facilitating trade.

(d) FTAA: Includes all American continents. Not yet in force, still being negotiated – a great deal of resistance.

(e) Activists and unionists are very concerned about labour rights. EU laws don’t apply all over. 

(f) There is competition among companies to produce at the cheapest prices. This brings work to the Indian and Chinese workers, which is good in the short run, but not in the long run.  A country dependent on one product is in trouble when the price drops.

(g) Structural Adjustment Policies (SAPs) have been replaced by “Poverty Reduction Strategy Policies.”PRSPs:

(h) The WTO urges trade liberalization on developing countries ; 

(i)  WTO: Has a grievance procedure, but large corporations often win in any case over a poor country because the corporations can afford to hire the best lawyers.

(j) Trafficking in people (women): This is really a human rights problem and should go to that committee.

41. What can WILPF do?

(a) Use the website:

(b) Basic information

(c) A dictionary of basic definitions, references, and acronyms

(d) A history of globalization

42. Information: needs to be practical, easy to get to

(a) What is happening in the world at large

(b) What each country is doing

(c) Sharing of section information

43. WTO meeting in December in Hong Kong. What is WILPF going to do between now and December:

(a) Prepare a paper (partially prepared now)  (Note from Margaret Turner: this may have been discussed in the workshop byt we would need guidance about what is needed in such a paper before writing one.)

(b) Who will get it?

(c) What use will be made of it?

UN Security Council Resolution 1325

44. UN Security Council Resolution 1325 adopted in October 2000 talks about women as victims in post-conflict affected areas and as victims of domestic violence on one hand, and as actors in peace processes, negotiations, missions, political processes.

45. We shared the experience of the countries that were present and we came up with an urgent need and objective which is: to speed up the implementation of 1325 through:

(a) Creative actions and networking at national and international levels

(b) Awareness raising and information campaigns

(c) Women’s action plans with concrete quotas, timetables, incentives

(d) Pressure governments to write national action plans for October which is the 5 year anniversary.

(e) Write shadow reports

46. Governments, the Security Council, and OSCE also have the responsibility to change peace concepts:

(a) Shifting to more prevention

(b) Maintenance of peace-keeping not by military intervention

(c) Raising gender awareness, providing gender training

(d) Greater attention to peaceful conflict solutions

Disarmament

47. This group reported that they had difficulty following up as neither co-convener was present and the report included mostly 2002 activities. It was noted that WILPF already networks well with our other campaigns, Abolition 2000 and CAAT (small arms).

48. The current Reaching Critical Will projects included the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review, as well as Keep Space for Peace Week. 

49. While the earlier WILPF report suggested establishing a network with one member from each section, this was considered unworkable. 

50. Recommendation:

(a) That the existing conveners contact the 16 sections already working on disarmament issues to see if they can prioritize one to three international projects (mindful of the Reaching Critical Will focus on abolition of nuclear weapons) that would be effective disarmament strategies

Human Rights

This group focused on 3 issues:

51. International Criminal Court (ICC) - WILPF has an opportunity to be represented on an NGO group for the State Parties Assembly (i.e. those states who have signed up to the ICC.  It is recommended that we take up this opportunity.

52. Migrants - These are seen as serious problems in many countries.  Migrants should be seen as economic contributors.  Additional training for army or police would be good to emphasize their human rights.  There is a need for a WILPF position paper on this subject.

53. Palestinian Minority in Israel - They suffer constant discrimination, some of it enshrined in Israeli law.  There is a resolution submitted by the Israeli Section on this issue, which the group would support because of the injustice of this situation.

REGIONAL MEETINGS

54. Africa

No African sections were present.

55. Americas

Two issues of concern to WILPF were talked about 1) International Women’s Peace Conference in Cuba and 2) Next WILPF Congress in Bolivia.  There was a discussion about reviving the WILPF sections in Latin America, specifically in Chile, Argentina, and Peru.  There was also a discussion about CAFTA, which only Costa Rica continues to resist.  Finally, there was some talk about the issue of water.  The US Section Congress addressed this issue, and it’s an ongoing struggle in Bolivia.

56. Asia Pacific 

Present:  Japan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Australia.

57. Agreement this was a very widespread and diverse region where there was little opportunity to meet together.  Aotearoa, (NZ) did convene a Pacific forum in 2004.

58. The main common issues for WILPF in this region were identified as:

(a) Opportunities to meet – propose more space in the IEC program;  alternatively meet before or after to reduce travel costs.

(b) Financial viability of many WILPF Sections is an on-going concern.

(c) Lack of broader representation, i.e. no Pacific representation.

(d) The different issues in each country of this region were discussed and concern is raised about how WILPF can support the protection of women in conflict zones such as Nepal.  Sri Lanka was also discussed.

(e) The World Social Forum is due to meet in regional areas.

59. Europe

Present:  Albania, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, UK, Holland, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland.

60. Exchange of information on actions, actual projects and initiatives, networking examples.

61. Decisions:

(a) European electronic newsletter three times a year, starting in November, 2005.  Han Deggeller will ask for contributions and co-ordinate the first newsletter.

(b) Participate in the European Social Forum (ESF) in Athens if the necessary preparations can be done:  contacts in Greece, input, participation in preparatory meetings (national/international).  If this is not possible, we start planning for the next ESF and WSF.

(c) Use translations facilities to forward information, letters, lobbying activities, networking possibilities, to other Sections.

(d) Strengthen weak Sections through bilateral co-operation (for example France, Italy, Albania), and possibly building up new Sections through projects (Balkan region, Baltic countries, Spain, Greece, Portugal)

(e) Co-operate with OSCE on 1325 and EWL/European Women’s Lobby

62. Middle East

(a) Missing the Palestinian section.

(b) Lebanon is in a situation of continued political unrest.

(c) WILPF’s position papers need to be updated and sent to Secretary General

(d) WILPF needs to do papers on: Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, -- and input is needed!

FUTURE PLANS DISCUSSION

63. Dates of the next IEC meeting, Congress, and Congresses up to 2015

Facilitators:  Dulcy de Silva and Regina Birchem, Linda Belle 

(Discussion also continued on Saturday afternoon)

64. The following schedule was discussed:

(a) 2006:  Vancouver World Peace Forum, June

· Cuba Conference, November 23-27

· IEC Meeting

(b) 2007: 
WILPF Congress in Bolivia.  The Costa Rican Section withdrew its proposal to hold the 2007 Congress in order to support the Bolivian Section.

(c) 2010 or 2011:  WILPF Congress

(d) (2013:
WILPF Congress)

(e) 2015:
WILPF Congress 100th Anniversary

The proposed conference schedule changes the triennial nature of the Congresses in order to have a Congress coincide with WILPF’s 100th anniversary in 2015.

65. The cost of an IEC is approximately 100,000 CHF (Travel:  30,000; Accommodation: 15,000; Communications: 15,000; Administration: 40,000).

66. 15 countries receive 85% travel assistance.  The IEC is expensive and discussion began on whether to hold an IEC meeting in 2006.

67. It seems a large burden to have both the Cuba Conference and an IEC meeting within 6 months.  Could the IEC be replaced by an extended Officers’ Meeting as was done in Paris?  The problem is that only the officers’ expenses will be reimbursed; it is not a democratic progress.  An IEC cannot be held during the Cuba meeting because some members will not be able to obtain visas.  There is concern about involvement in two International Peace Conferences and a Congress in the same geographical region (of North and South America) within two years.

68. The Constitution calls for annual IEC meetings and a Congress every third year.  WILPF needs a 2006 IEC meeting to prepare nominations and other work prior to the Congress.  The new youth network would benefit.  We need to see each other.  An IEC meeting at Vancouver would support Canadian WILPF.  It would be good to link the Cuban and Vancouver Conferences.

69. Presenting the proposal from Bolivia, Katia Patino Uriona said that the 2007 Congress would be held in Santa Cruz at a cost of about $70 per day per person.  Visas are required from some countries, including Burundi and China.  The Costa Rican Section will support Bolivia.  The major issues in Bolivia are about just allocation of water, just distribution of income from natural gas, mining conditions, and just distribution of income from mined ores.  They have a 64% illiteracy rate.  Most of the leadership had to leave because of political repression.  Bolivia’s machismo and repression of women have changed.  A law was passed against violence against women and children.  WILPF is working to assist women gaining economic assistance and providing women with legal and psychological assistance.

Decisions:

70. The IEC decided in principle to have an IEC in 2006, subject to funding availability.  The possibility of holding it in Canada will be explored.

71. Congress 2007 will be held in Bolivia.

Saturday 3 September

News

72. It has been estimated that there may be 10,000 dead from Hurricane Katrina.

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

73. There was a presentation by young women attending the IEC together with Susi Snyder:  Lisa Hagstrom, Hanna Schanke, Annevig Schelde Ebbe, Anneke van den Berg, Petra Totterman-Andorf, Zeina Bou Fakhreddine, Shirine El Jurdi, Natali Marrouche

74. They recommended the formation of a youth caucus or network, which they later decided to call “Young WILPF” or “Y-WILPF”.  It is emphasised that this will not be a separate Section.  Other various points were discussed regarding increasing youth participation and involvement.  

75. Various points were raised:

(a) There is a need for more focused programmes and projects, more tangible work plans and measurable results.

(b) WILPF is empowering women.  We should say so.  That is why women join us.  This is why we are here.

(c) We should offer more internships and opportunities for travel.  30% of the next Congress participants should be under 30, and each Section should have at least one member under 30 in their delegation.  

(d) The Swedish government has given the Swedish WILPF Section a grant for seminars on European Security Policy.  The Norwegian Section has a grant for WILPF youth to meet and to work with young women in Lebanon.  The Lebanon Section has 25 young, active members.

(e) They spoke about messaging.  Depleted uranium, Security Council Resolution 1325 and UN reform are urgent issues, but they don’t translate well into succinct action oriented messages.  We are about peace and know ten million people want it.

(f) Sections must be willing for young persons to come and must put money in the budget to bring them to meetings and to create internships.  While the essence of WILPF is volunteerism, youth do need financial assistance.

(g) Regular orientation is needed in Sections, at the IEC and Congress.  They asked for more Gertrud Baer seminars.

(h) Youth face different, sometimes difficult realities in different countries.  Each Section report could include an account of the realities their youth experience, and exchanges could be encouraged.

See also Youth Statement (page 27, para 111-119) finally presented on Sunday and accepted with acclamation

PROPOSALS FROM THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

76. Han Deggeller,  Darien De Lu and Roula Zoubiane presented a renewed committee structure proposal which was followed by discussion.
77. Several members felt that Communications should not be a sub committee to Organisational Development, and on Sunday this amendment was agreed.

78. It was felt that inserting “Program Co-ordinating Groups” above the globally shared program priority working groups was an unnecessary extra layer of bureaucracy.  It was agreed on Sunday that this would be omitted.  They would report to the IEC and Officers.

79. It was agreed that Fundraising would remain as a sub committee of Finance, and Membership as a sub committee of Organisational Development.

80. Later an alternative “necklace” version of the organisational chart was shown. 

List of Responsibilities  - discussion

The following points were made by members during the discussion:  

81. It will cause confusion if the committees are all independently seeking funding.

82. The Vice Presidents are too busy to take major responsibility as committee conveners and may even block communications in the committee.

83. We have never required that the issue committees provide work plans.  It is difficult to develop work plans by email and it may stifle the free flow of the networks to have this requirement.

84. Question:  Is the role of the IEC to guide the organisational structure or to develop programme work or both?  It was suggested that programme strategies and decisions are made by the working groups.  Answer:  The IEC is the Board, making decisions for the organisation.  Programme work is developed by the working groups as well.

85. How is decision-making occurring within the committees?  (Not part of the mandate of the Committee on Committees).

86. What happens with the committee reports?  How does the content of the reports get communicated to the IEC?  

87. What is the channel of communication for recommendations?

88. The special issue groups and the working groups each need a body of goals, work plans, and reports that are accessible to WILPF members.

89. Two way communications are essential.

DISCUSSION ON DECISIONS REGARDING FUNDRASING & MEMBERSHIP

Facilitators: Chris Morin & Heidi Meinzolt-Depner

90. Related to Staff Duties 
91. Using a flip chart, they discussed organization of a Summer School, presented a Young Members section and reports, discussed methods of communicating better, defined the role of conveners, went over work plans and how to develop an orientation booklet and session.  

92. Discussion Related to Officers Duties :

Organization of the 10 Million Challenge, how best to communicate.  They also presented the idea of developing criteria for responsibilities of IEC member and officers as well as how to allocate where the IEC member will serve.  

93. Criteria for IEC members/officers:

(a) They are able to come to more than one meeting but not more than say 10.  (UK – we elect a representative for 3 years plus a 3 year renewal)  (US – similar, but other Sections do it in different ways)

(b) Depends on travel possibilities

(c) We cannot make a “law” about this but may have “guidelines”

(d) Need for continuity

(e) Provision for alternates already exists

(f) Job Description for Officers exists in the Rainbow Report, but what about IEC members?

(g) When nominations committee has to find new people there is not enough time – need to develop leadership.
94. Discussion on Fund Raising:

The facilitators presented fundraising ideas and where to allocate money.  There are specific areas that need more funding, such as internships, the Gertrud Baer seminars, the 10 Million Challenge, and communications and travel fees.

95. Where does money come from?

Section Fees, donations, sales, (begging!), foundations and corporate sponsors, legacies, and annuities (JAPA already does this).  How can WILPF diversify its funding base?

96. Further ideas discussed for raising money:

(a) Web site donations

(b) EU has money for conferences, projects young people

(Donors will support good projects)

(c) Sponsorships

(d) Encouraging members to pay regularly by Standing Order

(e) ASK

(f) Honouring our sisters by giving gifts in their names

(g) Merchandising

(h) Talk to other Geneva organisations & ask how they finance their operations

97. Discussion on Membership Building:

(a) There is a need to develop an orientation packet.  Also, there was a discussion about  how to incorporate interns as members after their internships.  Building a stronger youth member base was raised, through ideas such as implementing the goal of 30% of section membership to be under the age of 30, a young people network in sections, getting the WILPF name out through the Gertrud Bauer seminars.  The Concrete Projects to recruit people, as well as the 10 Million challenge and the role of the Convener were discussed.  
The 10,000,000 Membership Goal (10 Million Challenge)
98. If every member recruited another member every year, by 2015 we would have ten million members worldwide!  (We double our membership each year.) 

99. Further discussion on Membership:

(a) Regular campaign & report by Sections

(b) Need to KEEP members – attractive activities

(c) Say “hello” – how is the meeting welcoming?

(d) Continue attention to new member not just initial welcome

(e) Make new member feel listened to

(f) Projects with an ending – not just “World Peace”.

(g)   Short term achievable projects

(h) Developing leadership

(i) Need to accept responsibility for being very clear what we want people to do.

(j) Many people just want to support WILPF not get engaged- how do we make space for them?  (U.S. call them “cheque book activists”)

(k) Recruitment posters/letterhead/same logo

(l) Difficulty in recruiting people who already belong to other organisations

(m) Events that will appeal to active and mainstream connections.

(n) Summer Schools

Each one reach one, each one teach one, each one recruit one!

100. Recommendations to follow up on concerning Membership:

(a) 10,000,000 campaign – 2015

(b) Some Sections not reaching out:  same officers & representatives each year

(c) New Members’ booklet – updating an existing one?

(d) Governance manual needed for new officers & IEC members

We have the Constitution and by-Laws laying down responsibilities and the guidelines of the Rainbow Report.  Not all members are familiar with these documents.

Decision:

101. It was agreed that we should go for the 10 Million campaign but must look to finance and the detail has to be worked out.  Reservations were expressed on this that it is the QUALITY of members that matters not just QUANTITY.

REPORT OF THE STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE

Convener of Committee:

102. Coby Meyboom was appointed Convener of Standing Finance Committee until 2007.

Decision on Section Fees:

103. We should keep the same policy for now but do an evaluation for the IEC 2006 and a paper for Congress in 2007 at which time a new strategy should be considered.  Meanwhile we should adjust section fees for those unable to meet the current fee (re-negotiate).  Authority is given to the Secretary General, and the President in conjunction with the Treasurer to adjust the fees accordingly.

IEC 2006

104. Decision in principle that we have an IEC in 2006 with reservation that we have confirmation about resources. 

Sunday 4 September

Facilitators:  Regina Birchem and Annelise Ebbe

News

105. This was again dominated by further reports of the aftermath of Katrina.  President Fidel Castro of Cuba has offered to send doctors to the U.S.

Decisions

UN Reform

106. Edith Ballantyne would convene the first meeting of the working group by the end of September.

107. Susi Snyder would set up a website, again by the end of September.

International Criminal Court

108. The WILPF representatives at the ICC meeting in The Hague in November would be Martha Jean Baker and Lies Jansen.  The only financial cost will be travel for Martha Jean Baker.

2006 priorities

109. The work would be shared between the Geneva office, the Sections and the Committees.  It was important not to overload the Secretary General, although she should direct the work in her management capacity.  The following plan was agreed:

(a) There should be an IEC in 2006, if possible in Vancouver, at the time of the World Peace Forum in June.

(b) There will not be a WILPF-conducted Human Rights Training Seminar in 2006 because of the concentration on the UN Reform Project.  There will be short-term Human Rights Internships.
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(Please note that this chart does not reflect order of priority, instead is meant to illustrate some of the issues WILPF will work on and who will do the bulk of the work)

UN Reform

110. It was agreed that Edith Ballantyne would convene the first meeting of the UN Reform Committee, and after the initial meeting, it would be up to the group to decide how to function.  The group will be set up by the end of September, and Susi will set up a web site.

PROPOSALS FROM THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

111. Each Vice President must be a member of a standing committee (SC).

112. Each Standing Committee, working group (WG) and Special Interest Group (SIG) shall choose its co-conveners.

113. Each IEC member must be on a Standing Committee, Working Group, or a Special Interest Group 

114. On a yearly basis, each Standing Committee, Working Group, and Special Interest Group must submit to the officers for approval:

a. The names of their 2 co-conveners;

b. The names of their members (with at least one who is an  IEC member).

c. For Special Interest Groups, if there are no IEC members, then the name of a member who will attend the IEC meeting.

d. The complete list of all their members.

1. At least 5, from as many regions as possible.

2. All must be WILPF members.

e. A “report” on their work for the prior year, which must include the names of all those members who agree AND noting (with names) substantial disagreeing views.  (For better transparency.)

f. A work plan for the next year, and mandate, or goals for the group for the year (Working Groups, Special Interest Groups)

115. Special Interest Groups must identify at least one Working Group through which they will be working.

116. On every Working Group and Special Interest Group, one or more members should be concerned with

g. Communications with other parts of WILPF

h. Fundraising ideas for the group’s proposals

117. Co-Chairs have the responsibility to:

i. Communicate with their Committee/ Working Group members

j. Help move the work of their Committee/ Working Group forward

k. Ensure that the annual Committee/ Working Group report and work plan is submitted on time

l. Serve as a contact person for those:

1. Wishing to join the Committee/ Working Group.

2. Wanting more info on the topic and/or work of the group (networking)

m. Work together on their Committee/ Working Group with each other and assist others in the Committee/ Working Group to assume (take) responsibility for the tasks of the Committee/ Working Group.

118. The following changes to their recommendations were agreed:

(a) Vice Presidents should be on a committee, but not necessarily a convenor.

(b) All IEC members should be a member of a committee or working group.

(c) The Organisational Development Committee and the Communications Committee should both be standing committees.

(d) The Membership Development Committee and the Gertrud Baer Seminar Working Group should be sub-committees of the Organisational Development Committee.

119. The following points were also made:

(a) The process should be flexible and transparent.

(b) There may be a need to work with outside experts.

(c) Communication must be two way.

(d) It is possible to form new special issue groups and then inform the IEC and Officers.

(e) If the issue groups produce recommendations, they should be signed by those in the group, and if there is dissent, it will be seen.

(f) Recommendations should be put forward to the Officers, as previously.

(g) There is a need for “in-between” reports for Officers Meetings.

(h) Remember the needs of those whose first language is not English.

120. The Constitution Committee should now work on any consequential changes to the Constitution that may now be necessary.  

121. Having completed its work, the ad hoc committee was disbanded, but the following were still outstanding:

(a) How membership and co-convenors should be appointed to Standing Committees.

(b) Membership of the Personnel Committee, which should include women with easy access to either the UN or the Geneva office.  Marta would pursue this.

(c) Appointment of co-convenors of the Organisational Development Committee and the Membership Development Sub Committee.

Resolutions

Outstanding resolutions as amended, and their outcomes were agreed as follows:

Few Women on the Commission for Africa

Proposed by UK Section

122. The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom meeting at its International Executive Committee on 4 September 2005 expresses concern that only three women (two of whom were African) were appointed to the Commission for Africa, out of a total of seventeen members

123. We bear in mind


(a) the strength and leadership that African women have shown in facing disease, conflict, and other problems and that poverty in Africa impacts particularly on women; 

(b) that the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan has recently stated that the importance of involving women in decision making on development issues should be properly recognised,

124. We remind the UK Government of its commitment to UN Security Council Resolution 1325 and call upon it to ensure that any such future body contains a gender balance of at least 40% women. We call upon UN Member States involved in establishing advisory bodies in the future to ensure a gender balance of members.  

125. ACTION :  RESOLUTION AGREED WILL BE SENT TO ALL UN MEMBER STATES, UK GOVERNMENT

 SHAPE 



African Rights to African Resources 

Proposed by UK Section

126. The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom meeting at its International Executive Committee, in Geneva on 4 September 2005 believes that the wealth arising from the natural assets in Africa should remain in Africa and be used for the benefit of the African peoples.

127. Africa is a continent rich in resources. These resources have been plundered since colonial times and are still being exploited for the benefit of the rich nations of the world.

128. We call upon the G8 nations, the World Trade Organisation and the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to recognise the principle of the rights of the people of the countries of Africa to local resources and to ensure that all actions to alleviate poverty in Africa take this into account.

129. ACTION:  RESOLUTION AGREED; WILL BE SENT TO WTO, G8 Member States, WORLD BANK, IMF  SHAPE 



Poverty in Africa

Proposed by the UK Section

130. Poverty in Africa (which affects women and children in particular) impacts directly on the rest of the world. Some African governments are disconnected from the people they claim to govern. There is a need for the rich nations to :

(a) Recognise the inability of Africans in certain countries to influence and contribute positively to the affairs of their continent without fear of being targeted by their governments.

(b) Put international instruments in place to compel all African governments to honour their international obligations under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights to which they are signatories. These treaties guarantee the rights of Africans to participate in governance, to freedom of speech and to other basic human rights. These instruments should ensure democratic systems and structures to check any “absolute power” base of governments.

(c) Take action to prevent Africa’s wealth being siphoned off into foreign banks for the personal benefit of some corrupt rulers in Africa.

131. This 2005 International Executive Committee of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom calls upon the international community to recognise and act urgently on these issues.

132. ACTION – NOT AGREED, SENT BACK TO THE UK SECTION

_____________________________________________________________________ 

On the Situation in Nepal

Proposed by the Nepal Section

133. Nepal is in a state of crisis. The causes of this are the feudal autocratic rule imposed by King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah gradually since October 4, 2002 and directly since February 1, 2005 and the ever increasing and spreading armed struggle between the ultra-leftist Maoist rebel armed forces and the government armed forces. The ultra-leftist Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) has been waging an armed struggle, calling it a people's war, against the state since March,1996,  claiming for a radical democratic social and political change so that there could be established a people's republic in Nepal. Till now the armed conflict has taken the toll of 12,000 lives, thousands are made maimed and tens of thousands are made refugees. The economy of the country has gone down.  Poverty, unemployment, death and price rise, emigration, social crimes, trafficking in women and children, illiteracy, lowering the level of public health and education and degradation of human values and cultures are speedily increasing.  The country is gradually turning into an arena for foreign powers and a failed state.

134. It seems that the ultra-leftists are presently realizing the impossibility of their final victory.  They have been struggling to achieve an honourable peaceful landing. They declared a ceasefire on two occasions (in 2000 and 2003) to enter into dialogues with the government which failed both times! After directly assuming state power by unconstitutional means, King Gyanendra has, on the one hand been wrongly and unsuccessfully trying to suppress the armed Maoist rebellion labelling it as part of global terrorism by using state armed forces; and on the other hand, suppressing democracy and sidelining the mainstream left and democratic political parties and ruthlessly imposing his regressive and autocratic rule.

135. The seven mainstream political parties of Nepal have recently, on May 8, 2005, come together putting forward a common comprehensive democratic and progressive political platform on which all national political forces, i.e. the mainstream political parties, the ultra-leftist CPN(Maoist) and monarchist forces can come to join hands through a process of people's peaceful agitation, so that people's sovereignty, democracy, progressive change of the society institutionalized in a new democratically made state-constitution and sustainable peace can be attained.

136. In this context, the Nepal Section Wilpf appeals to:

(a) the international community to support the people's peaceful democratic agitation led by the alliance of the seven mainstream left and democratic political parties of Nepal,

(b) the rebel CPN(Maoist) to adopt policies conducive to the joint people's peaceful democratic agitation against the feudal autocracy so that a political solution to the crisis can be achieved,

(c) the international community to put pressure against the autocratic King Gyanendra to accept the path of political means, dialogue and democracy so that along with the progressive change of the society, the CPN(Maoist) can be brought into a peaceful political process.

137. ACTION : OFFICERS WILL MONITOR THE SITUATION AND USE THIS STATEMENT AS POLICY GUIDE FOR FUTURE ACTION SHAPE 



Depleted Uranium

Proposed by US Section

138. The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom believes depleted uranium weapons are illegal under existing treaties, and calls for the immediate cessation of their manufacture, sale and use worldwide.

139. The International Executive Committee of the Women1s International League for Peace and Freedom,

140. Deplores the use of depleted uranium munitions by NATO in Kosovo and Serbia and by the USA and UK in Afghanistan and Iraq that are pyrophoric and ignite on impact, are radiologically and chemically toxic weapons that are primarily alpha emitters with beta and gamma decay products with a half life of 4.5 billion years,

141. Understands that after impact with a hard target, DU weapons produce very small, volatile and "ceramic" particles of uranium oxide which release long term, low level radiation in the human organism and system (if exposed or ingested), in which they remain for many years;

142. Understands that of the three effects which DU has on biological systems - radiation, chemical and particulate - the particulate effect from nano-size particles is the most dominant one immediately after exposure, which targets the Master Code in the DNA, resulting in a phenomenon of multiple malignancies from seemingly unrelated causes, a new syndrome associated with internal DU exposure;

143. Believing that the use of these weapons is illegal under existing international humanitarian law because they fail the four main tests of weapons under international humanitarian law: temporal (continues after war), environmental (soil and water contamination), humaneness (unnecessary suffering beyond that required for military purposes) and affecting non-combatants under the Martens Clause;

144. Believing that because depleted uranium weapons are also chemically toxic, they are illegal under existing treaties against poisonous weapons;

145. Demands the immediate cessation of the manufacture, sale and use of DU weapons in manoeuvres and in war situations worldwide;

146. Demands that countries that have used these weapons take financial and moral responsibility for de-contaminating the areas in which the munitions have been used;

147. Demands that the UN Sub-Commission on Human Rights take up the use of DU weapons as a blatant violation of human rights;

148. Demands also that those countries that have used DU weapons guarantee life-time health care for all those civilian populations in Afghanistan, Kosovo, Serbia and Iraq potentially affected, as well as veterans of several nationalities in both Gulf Wars and those active in Kosovo;

149. Deplores the denial by authorities of the danger caused by low-level radiation exposure to internalized radionuclides linked to depleted uranium, which only serves to perpetuate the nuclear power and weapons industry. Such denial is reinforced by the inability of the World Health Organization to properly investigate the health effects of radiation due to the 1959 agreement it has with the International Atomic Energy Agency;

150. Insists on the immediate provision of information on protective measures in the languages of those populations potentially affected, focusing on prevention of inhalation and ingestion of re-suspended radioactive insoluble particles;

151. Insists on the immediate commencement of long-term epidemiological studies of all affected populations, and biological studies on all plants and animals affected, paid for by those countries that have used DU weapons; and

152. Insists on the implementation of the Precautionary Principle to guide decisions about the use of all such weapons systems that potentially violate international law (thereby limiting or prohibiting their testing or use in combat).

153. ACTION :  RESOLUTION AGREED, WILL BE POSTED TO WEBSITE, CAN BE USED BY SECTIONS TO ADDRESS THE ISSUE.  SHAPE 



On the United Nations Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological Weapons and Toxins 

Proposed by US Section

154. Whereas:  The Women’s’ International League for Peace and Freedom was founded to put an end to war and to secure peace and freedom for all humankind, and has since 1949 called repeatedly for the abolition of all research, production, storage and use of bio-weapons whether for offensive or allegedly defensive purposes

155. Whereas: Although the WILPF welcomed the bio-weapons treaty in 1972, it decried allowance of “defensive research” under the treaty, declaring there is no clear boundary between offensive and defensive research in the case of biological weapons

156. Whereas:  In 1995 nations party to the treaty -- recognizing that certain nations had indeed used the pretext of “defensive” research to create and stockpile large quantities of such weapons, and also recognizing that the absence of inspection or monitoring (as provided in the case of nuclear and chemical weapons treaties) made it difficult to detect and counter treaty violations – mandated negotiation of a Bio-weapons monitoring and inspection protocol

157. Whereas:  The United States had already rejected the inspection protocol in July 2001, and when the negotiated Protocol was officially presented in November 2001 for signature and ratification, the United States forced abandonment of the effort, claiming that inspection was not in its national interest.  

158. And Whereas:  Since then the US has allocated as much as $16 billion dollars for university and Pentagon bio-defence research and development, including the bio-engineering of new pathogens not existing in nature, and whereas  there is strong evidence that certain other nations, including Russia, are now also engaging in such research. 

159. The WILPF calls on the Bio-weapons Review Conference for renewed negotiations on the inspection and monitoring protocol,

160. The WILPF also urges expansion of the treaty to include an absolute ban on genetic engineering of new strains of deadly pathogens, not present in nature, for any purpose whatsoever.

161. The WILPF also repeats its long standing call for a complete ban on all forms of bio-weapons research, including both offensive and allegedly defensive.

162. In the meantime, in the absence of transparency, monitoring or inspection, and with the burgeoning of questionable bio-defence research, the WILPF International Executive Committee encourages all Sections:

163. to be aware of possible violations of the existing Biological Weapons convention in their own or other countries, and to cooperate with other NGOs in the collection of evidence

164. to promote transparency and open discussion of possible violations of the Bio-weapons treaty. This should include encouragement of investigative journalism and public investigation by parliamentarians or citizen groups.

165. to report all such apparent violations to the to the UN Bioweapons Treaty committee meetings in November 2005 and Bioweapons Treaty Review Conference in 2006.

166. to remind all scientists, and especially those in countries with active bio-weapons research, of the precautionary principle, and urge them to “do no harm” and, on the other hand, to reveal what they know of such programs and refuse to participate in them.

167. to explore whether their own or another country might be willing to receive evidence of violation of the Convention by any nation, and if the evidence is sufficient, report possible violation to the Security Council for investigation and suitable action, as provided in the Convention.

168. to propose suitable sanctions or other actions which might be taken that could effectively cause culpable nations to restrain from biological weapons research without unduly harming or restricting citizens of those countries.

169. if the evidence warrants, also investigate possibilities of international or domestic court action against high government officials responsible for violating a ratified treaty, or for criminal human rights abuses.

Background information:

170. This material was in the original proposed resolution on the Bio-weapons treaty and Inspection Protocol. It should be given to Sections along with the shortened Resolution. It was designed to give WILPF sections and the IEC some background on former WILPF positions on bio-weapons, and also basic information on the problems that have arisen under the present treaty since the last WILPF resolution on bio-weapons (1972).

171. Whereas:  WILPF was founded to put an end to war and to secure peace and freedom for all humankind, and has from its inception called for general and complete disarmament under international law. 

172. Whereas: Through the years WILPF has repeatedly called for prohibition of all means of mass destruction, including biological weapons, and WILPF Congresses have made repeated urgent calls for prohibition of such weapons to the UN and all member nations including:

(a) In 1949 a call for prohibition of production of biological weapons, and destruction of all existing stocks.  

(b) In 1953 a declaration that the use, and even the preparation of biological weapons is a crime against humanity and a call for compliance with the Geneva Protocol of June 17th 1925.

(c) In 1965 a call for an actual Convention banning biological weapons.

(d) In 1968 a further call to governments of the world to cease the research in and the manufacture of chemical and biological weaponry. WILPF was deeply concerned and appalled by the immorality, inhumanity and diversion of the nations’ resources into the research, production and use of chemical and biological weapons resulting in incalculable destruction. Realizing that these weapons could be produced, transported and used cheaply and secretly they urged all Sections to inform and arouse public opinion to press for immediate cessation of all forms of biological warfare, cessation of research in and production of all forms of biological weaponry, and destruction of all existing stockpiles of these weapons.

(e) In 1972 when the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological Weapons and Toxins was successfully negotiated at last and opened for signature, WILPF noted that the convention banned only research on offensive weapons. It permitted research on biological war means for defensive use. WILPF pointed out that in reality, however, there is no clear boundary between defensive and offensive research. WILPF feared a military build-up of genetic capacity and demanded that the UN expand the Convention of 1972 to include biological weapons of all types.

173. Whereas:  Since 1972 some parties to the treaty, under the guise of defensive research, have secretly conducted programs in violation of the treaty. In 1992 the Soviet Union revealed its extensive bio-weapons program continued since 1972 despite ratification of the treaty, and agreed with other nations on the need for an inspection and monitoring protocol to enforce said treaty. In September 2001 the New York Times revealed three secret U.S. bio-defence projects that appeared to violate the Biological Weapons Convention, again revealing the need for inspection and enforcement. It was later discovered that the anthrax letters sent in September 2001 contained a weaponized form of the Ames strain that could only have been produced in a U.S. military laboratory, also in clear violation of the Convention.

174. Whereas:  When, after eight years of negotiation, the Biological Weapons Review Conference presented the additional Protocol for inspection and monitoring of the Convention (November, 2001), a new United States Administration announced that it would not sign the Protocol, thus rendering said Protocol invalid.

175. Whereas:  Shortly afterward the United States Congress approved 6 billion dollars to be spent on Bio-defence by Homeland Security. This included 2.4 billion to bring high security bio-labs into dozens of University communities for bio-genetic research on virulent and deadly pathogens, including the creation of new strains not present in nature – a type of research generally associated with bio-offence programs. Additional appropriations were made for secret Bio-Defence research by the Pentagon and other agencies, estimated by the Associated Press also to be near 6 billion dollars. In 2003 the U.S. army, in clear violation of the Convention, actually patented a grenade designed to deliver aerosols including biological agents.

176. Whereas: in 2005 both Russia and the United States requested WHO to allow experimentation with the small pox virus -- a pathogen which was eradicated in the 1970s, against which people are no longer vaccinated, and for which Russia and the US now hold the only remaining viruses which they have been expected to destroy.  

177. ACTION: RESOLUTION AGREED, WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO ALL UN MEMBER STATES, USED AS POLICY GUIDE IN PREPARATION FOR BWC MEETING.

 SHAPE 



Perspective of Peace- and Conflict Solution in Education Curricula.

Proposed by Sweden Section

178. We are today faced with the most important challenge, that of preventing violence. We think it is necessary to spread knowledge about how to prevent conflicts and give examples of how conflicts can be solved.

179. The Swedish section has together with a large group of organisations written to the Ministers of Education and proposed 

180. that the Government commissions the National Agency of Education to add a peace- and conflict perspective to the new curriculum for the upper secondary school,

181. that the National Agency of University Education gets the mission to decide that all future teachers shall get a good training and knowledge of conflict managing and questions of disarmament.

182. We call on sections to urge their governments to implement a peace- and conflict perspective in the curricula of their education system.

183. ACTION:  SENT TO PROGRAM, OFFICERS AND STAFF WILL DECIDE HOW TO ADDRESS IT

 SHAPE 



Peace Network for Women Parliamentarians 

Proposed by Sweden Section

184. One of the presidents of the Swedish Section, Birgitta Hambraeus, who used to sit in the Swedish parliament, initiated in 2000 a network between current and former women parliamentarians called: The Society of Women Parliamentarians Against War (SÄRK). This society is independent of religion and party policy; believes in the UN and the necessity of women’s participation in peace and conflict managing in order to create a sustainable peace in the world. 

185. SÄRK wants to influence the parliament and the government, form opinion against war and acquire knowledge from women experts for example on causes of war, conflict managing without violence, how to protect the role of the UN for peace and international law and how to implement women’s rights of decision making according to SR Resolution 1325(2000).

186. The Swedish Section thinks this society is a good idea and wants to spread it to other sections. 

187. We call on WILPF International to spread this idea to other sections.

188. ACTION: SENT TO PROGRAM, OFFICERS AND STAFF TO DECIDE HOW TO ADDRESS IT

 SHAPE 



Military Bases around the World

Proposed by Sweden Section

189. Seriously concerned about the worldwide spread conception of security policy in terms of threat and scare, which has led to construction of military bases and systems instead of carrying out the UN Millennium Goals and removing the real threats against humanity,

190. noting that especially the US military bases in many countries in South America and surrounding Russia and China form a great danger, because they lead to arms race creating conflicts,

191. asking if Russia and China also have military bases on other continents. 

192. asking if Great Britain and France have military bases in foreign countries

193. noticing that in order to estimate the security- and environment risks of these military bases for the world society, we need to map them and spread information about them to build up an opinion against them. Confronting the enormous resources spent on these systems with the cost of reaching the Millennium Goals of UN would strengthen our work in WILPF for a culture of peace.

194. We therefore  

(a) request all sections to contribute to a mapping of foreign military bases in their country, and

(b) call on Reaching Critical Will to collect the information and make it available for us all. The collected information can form a base for future campaigns for disarmament.

195. ACTION: OFFICERS RECOMMEND TO WORKING GROUP THAT INFORMATION OF THIS TYPE IS CIRCULATED TO EVERY SECTION

 SHAPE 



Rejection of the Paramilitary Demobilization Laws in Colombia

Proposed by Colombia Section

196. The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its International Executive Committee, in Geneva on 4 September 2005, rejects the paramilitary demobilization Law and the "reinsertion" process now underway in Colombia. The implementation of the demobilization law threatens to harm the very fabric of Colombian society.  

197. Illegal paramilitary forces, responsible for killing thousands of Colombian non-combatants in the countryside and small towns, are continuing their murderous activities even after supposedly demobilizing under President Alvaro Uribe administration's flawed framework for "reinsertion" of the paramilitary forces into Colombian society.

198. The Uribe administration's so called "Law of Justice and Peace" provides for virtual impunity of the paramilitaries for their crimes and for permitting them to retain lands and other wealth they obtained by forcing people from their lands or killing them, while placing these supposedly  "demobilized" troops in position of authority, such as policemen and local government leaders.

199. Many human rights organizations have criticized and rejected this defective and dangerous demobilization process, and the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights has also rejected the implementation of this plan.

200. We call on all UN member states to protest against the paramilitary demobilization Law and the "reinsertion" process now underway in Colombia.

201. ACTION: PASSED AS IEC RESOLUTION, TO BE SENT TO ALL UN MEMBER STATES

 SHAPE 



Gender and Trade

202. Whereas financial institutions and corporations are male dominated, individuals at the other end of the trade chain are predominantly women;

203. Recognizing this imbalance,

(a) We call on Sections to take every opportunity to recognize and point out this gap,

(b) We urge sections to support movements against trade liberalization,

(c) We call for a detailed UN resolution on gender and trade, embracing the principles of UN Security Council resolution 1325.

204. ACTION : PROGRAMME RECOMMENDATION TO SECTIONS

 SHAPE 



Decontamination of Mururoa and Fangataufa

205. The islands of Mururoa and Fangataufa have been used by France for many years as testing sites of atmospheric and underground nuclear bombings. This has deeply affected the workers on the islands and has resulted in congenital disabilities of children over the past 30 years.

206. WILPF requests support to organizations collecting scientific evidences proving to the French government the adverse health effects on the people of the atmospheric and underground nuclear testing.

207. WILPF urges the French Government to take immediate action for the decontamination of Mururoa and Fangataufa.

208. ACTION : TO BE SENT TO UN AND FRENCH GOVERNMENT  ACCEPTED BY IEC

 SHAPE 



Decolonization of French Polynesia

209. Recalling Chapter XII of the UN Charter, which outlines the basic objectives of the international trusteeship system; and

210. Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, which states that “All peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”;

211. WILPF recommends that French Polynesia be put back on the agenda of the Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (Special Committee of 24 on Decolonization).

212. WILPF members and sections in countries that are members of the Special Committee of 24 on Decolonization appeal to their governments to take necessary action and act accordingly.

213. ACTION : PASSED BY IEC, TO BE SENT TO SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF 24

 SHAPE 



Rapa

214. Rapa is an island of the South Pacific, the inhabitants of which have not signed the Royal Treaty imposed by France in 1880 to most Polynesian islands of the so-called “ French Polynesia”. In consequence, the Rapa Nation has been simply annexed to French Polynesia and the rights of the Rapa Nation have been denied.

215. Recognizing that no evidence of agreement between the Rapa nation and France has ever been signed in the 19th Century and, that the Rapa Nation today is entitled to ask for its independence,

216. WILPF requests France to fulfill its moral obligation and provide financial support for the economic, social and cultural development of the Rapa people. By doing so France helps their recovery from the effects of more than a century of invasive colonization. This includes alternative energy equipment, water and sanitation supply, medical staff with appropriate means, local education.

217. WILPF asks for the international recognition of the Rapa Nation as a separate country to French Polynesia with recognition of its citizenship, customary rights and independent government.

218. WILPF calls upon the UN to put Rapa on the list of independent countries.

219. ACTION : PASSED BY IEC, TO BE SENT TO ALL UN MEMBER STATES

 SHAPE 



Struggle for the Right to Land and Demand for Return of Refugees in Nepal

220. Nepal faces political uncertainties and crisis. Armed conflicts between governmental forces and the Maoist rebels, agitations by left and democratic political parties are continuing. These facts can disrupt the prospects of bringing about a peaceful political process.

221. About 120,000 Bhutanese refugees have also been camping in Nepal for more than 13 years, waiting for an honourable return to their homes.

222. WILPF International demands the government, as well as the Maoist rebel leadership immediately declare a cease-fire and take substantive action to foster a dialogue between them, involving all agitating political parties, so that a new political settlement can be found where the armed parties can enter into a peacemaking process.

223. WILPF asks for the goodwill and facilitating role of the UN in this peacemaking process.

224. WILPF asks the international community, including India, which has a vital role in this matter, to help for an early and safe return of the refugees to Bhutan.

225. ACTION : SENT TO INDIA SECTION, WHO WILL ENSURE THAT IT IS ALSO DELIVERED TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ON REFUGEES

_____________________________________________________________________

East Jerusalem

226. The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, meeting in its International Executive committee from 1 to 4 September 2005 in Geneva, Switzerland, calls upon the Government of Israel to immediately halt and reverse the illegal steps it has taken that are harmful to the Palestinian population of East Jerusalem:

(a) to reverse its annexation of the eastern part of the city ; 

(b) to halt the demolition of Palestinian homes in occupied East Jerusalem ;

(c) to stop expropriating Palestinian neighbourhoods for the Judaization of East Jerusalem ;

(d) to relocate the Jewish inhabitants of the ‘neighbourhoods’ which are really settlements built in the past 38 years on annexed Palestinian land ; 

(e) to restore to the Palestinians in East Jerusalem their full civil rights ; 

(f) to refrain from steps that isolate the East Jerusalem Palestinians from the rest of the West Bank and the Palestinians of the West Bank from their metropolitan centre, East Jerusalem.

227. Bearing in mind the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice (9 July 2004), WILPF calls on the Government of Israel to dismantle the wall that separates Palestinian inhabitants from the West Bank land, resources and people, drastically limiting the movements of most of the Palestinian population.  

228. ACTION: PASSED BY IEC, TO BE SENT TO ALL UN MEMBER STATES ESPECIALLY ISRAELI GOVERNMENT  

Young WILPF

229. The following statement from the newly formed Young WILPF was accepted with acclamation:

230. “The International Executive Committee of WILPF approves with enthusiasm the founding of "Young WILPF".

231. We request all sections to support this foundation morally and financially.

232. Being part of an international organisation WILPF members have enormous experience and expertise that must be shared and transferred to the new young members, because it is essential for the continuity of WILPF. 

233. To empower young women inside and outside WILPF to participate at all levels of the organisation we need focused programmes with short-term goals, tangible working plans and measurable results.

234. It should be a priority for all sections to ensure that 30% of the participants in all international meetings are under the age of 30. This requires a commitment to prioritise funding of young members.

235. The intention of Young WILPF is not to create a separate section but to establish an arena for young women to enter into the organisation. We see this project as an opportunity for WILPF to come together as an organisation in our striving for peace and security.”

236. The statement would go to sections and the website. with the goal of creating a separate network for Young WILPF.

Finance

237. Michaela Told introduced the long-term financial strategy to be worked on over the year and presented to the 2006 IEC.

(a) Audit Report - breakdown figures on income and expenditure were not available but she would look into this and send them out with the next Section mailing.  Otherwise the report was accepted.

(b) JAPA Report from Linda Belle - accepted.

(c) International Finance Report – we were reminded of the responsibility of all of us to pay Section fees, which are necessary to be able to run the Geneva office.  Funding proposals should always include 15% for administration for International work.  This includes proposals by Sections that have a WILPF International dimension.  The report was accepted.

(d) IPU – suggestions for increasing sales should go to Michaela.  Consider increasing the subscription and an introductory subscription for new members.

(e) Travel assistance – Sections must send in a Section report and pay Section fees on time to qualify for this.  Fees may be paid on a 2-yearly basis to minimise bank charges by agreement. Agreed.

(f) Fundraising – a plan would be established to present to the next IEC.  We were reminded of the urgent and continuing need to work on increasing income.

(g) Edith Ballantyne Fund – the guidelines were accepted.

(h) Relations with JAPA – accepted.

238. Michaela was thanked for her report.

Congress 2015 and WILPF’s 100th. Anniversary

239. Although it had been suggested that this be held in The Hague the Netherlands Section had reservations about such a commitment so far in advance.  The Netherlands government would be asked to give support.

240. Ideas for celebrating 100th anniversary:

(a) The Australia Section were asking their government to issue a commemorative stamp.  Agreed to ask the UN to do this as well, and other Sections could approach their own postal authorities.  

(b) Make a poster

(c) Make a film like the one the BBC made about the suffragettes 

(d) Exhibitions in Women’s Museums, Peace Museums etc.

(e) Peace pilgrimage to The Hague

(f) Peace Train across Europe

(g) Connect with the Peace Boat

(h) A history of WILPF had been suggested a few years ago.  This would be a major project.   International and Section archives would need to be located and funding sought for research and writing.  Sections to be asked for members to work on this, and Young WILPF should be involved.  Agreed this should be further explored.

Evaluation of the IEC meeting

241. Positive points made were:  prompt timekeeping; good material sent out in advance; opportunity for everyone to speak. Translation equipment was a real asset for Spanish speakers.  

242. Negative points were: too few translators, putting an impossible burden on one or two key participants; too little time for committees to meet; not enough focus on the political issues of the day, e.g. Iraq and the war on democracy.  It was proposed that:

(a) The UK and Australia Sections, with the Middle East Committee, draw up a statement on these two issues.

(b) These or other topical issues should be the main theme of the next IEC.

(c) The officers or the Programme Committee could propose resolutions to fill any gaps in the political agenda.

Closing statement

243. Sheila Triggs read a statement intended to be issued as a consensus statement from the 2005 IEC meeting.  The statement was drafted by Glen Lee, Ruth Russell and Sheila Triggs in response to a suggestion by the President for such a statement at the opening of the IEC.  Due to lack of time to make amendments and to achieve consensus, no further action was taken.  The three drafters of the statement were thanked for their work.  The statement is attached to the Minutes.

244. Dulcy de Silva, International Vice President, WILPF-Sri Lanka, and Annelise Ebbe, Vice President, WILPF Denmark, closed the 2005 IEC meeting on behalf of the Officers’ team at 3 pm with closing comments and a song. 
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ANNEX 1- Statement presented on the final day- no decision taken.  It was suggested that sections could modify this as appropriate.

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) reaffirms our founding purpose: to eradicate the root causes of war and a build a peaceful world based on justice and freedom for all.  At the beginning of the 21st century we still find ourselves in a world where violence, patriarchy, and militarism are the norm.  WILPF knows that “another world is possible” and our international programme addresses the interconnectedness of all public actions and policies.

1. WILPF recognises the unacceptability of personal, institutional, national and international violence and militarism inherent in the way our societies and structures are organised and the effect of this on women in particular.

2. WILPF knows that only societies based on co-operation and not upon individualism and the acquisition of wealth will give all people a decent life.  

3. WILPF affirms the interdependence of our world community and the need for fair international systems that would promote trade justice and access to the essentials of life: water, health, education, a home, and the right to work 

4. WILPF endorses the United Nations agreements that protect the rights of women such as Commission for the Elimination of all Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), Security Council Resolution 1325 and the Beijing Platform, which promote societies based on dignity and respect through observance of human rights and racial justice.  We insist upon the greater participation of women in decision making at all levels.

5. WILPF works for the implementation of international agreements, such as Kyoto, that help to safeguard the environment and enable sustainable development.

6. WILPF advocates the return of the United Nations to its Charter, which clearly sets out a shared vision for world peace based on international agreements and law.

7. WILPF campaigns against pre-emptive war and for just settlements in conflict zones, including Iraq, Israel/Palestine, Nepal, Sudan, Colombia among others.

8. WILPF plans to hold a major international women’s peace conference in Cuba in 2006, which will promote the contribution that women are making to human security and peace.

9. A new generation of WILPF women has declared itself ready to carry the vision of our foremothers towards our centenary in 2015
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ANNEX 2- WILPF Committee Organogram
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